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LESSON IX.—MAY somm. - -

——

BY REV. J. B. TA
Wilmington, N, C.

GETHSEMANE.
Matthew xxvi: 36-50.

Commit to memory verses 3841, -

—_—

Y g ooe
38. Then comelh Jesus with them unto a

called Geothsemane, and siith whto |
the disciples, sit ye kere, whilel go and pray |

yonder.
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rowful and very heavy.

38. Then saich be unto them, ll‘iloulh
exoceeding sorrowful, evenuuto death :tarry
ye here, and watch with me.

39. And be went a little farther and fell on
his face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if
it be possible, let this cup pass g
not as I will, but

r
41. Watch and pray, that ye enter not into
: the spint indeed is willing, but
the is weak. F
42, He went away again the cecond time,
and prayed, saying, O my Father, if this

nt.,lt,h nm away from me, except I
i ¥ done.
43. And he came and found them asleep

again : for their eyes were heavy.

44, And beleft them, and went away again,
and prayed the third time, saying the same
words.,

. 45, Then cometh he to his disciples, and
saith unto them, Sleep on now, and take
your rest : behold the hour is at hand, and
the Son of man i» betrayed into the hands of
sinners,

46, Rise, let us be going: behold, he is at
hand that doth betray me.

47. And while he yet spake, lo, Judas, one
of the twelve, came, and with him a t
maultitude with swords and staves, from the
chief priests acd elders of the people.

48. Now he thet betrayed him gave them s
sign, saying, Whosoever I shall kiss that
same is he; hold bim fast.

49. And forthwithk he came to Jesus, and
said, Hail, Master, and kissed him.

5@ And Jesus said uanto him, Friend,
wherefore art thou come? Then came they,
and laid hands on Jesus, and took him.

GOLDEN TEXT.

““Not as T will, but as Thou wilt.==

Matt. xxvi, 39.

Daily Readings.—-Monday, Matt. 26: 36-50 ;
Tuesday, John 12: 37-50; Wednesday, John
ch. 18; Thursday, Jobhn ch. 14; Friday,
John ch. 15; Saturday, John ch. 16;
Sunday, John ch. 17; Matt. 26: 36-30.

Pasarrer, Passaczs —Mark
Luke 22: 40-53; John 18: 1-12,

14; 82-52;

Preliminary Neote.

After speaking the words whieh gonstituted
our last lesson, the Baviour met with his dis-
ciples, in Jernsalem in some “‘upper room,”
where they partook of the passover. Du-
ring its observance, Hs instituted the Lord’s
Bupper, after which He washed the disciple's
feet, and spoks the wonderful and comfort,
ing words, which ws find in the 14th 15th
and 16th chepters of John, and offered the
prayer recordad in the 17th ghapter of John,
Then, at a late hour, Jesns went forth with
the eleven disciples to the garden of Geth-
semane, where He was to be betrayed and
arrested, and from whence He was to be led
to trial; tondemnation ard corncifixion. With
what tender devoutness, should teacher and
scholar enter into this selemn and interesting
lesson. .

V. 86. Gethsemane. We learn from John
(18 ; 1) that it was scroes the brook Kedror.
He callsit “s garden.” The name Cuil~
semane means “oil press,” and indicseS that
it was used for the manufactare » 0il prob-
ably from the olives which »*0un led in the
neighborhood. ‘“The spoi Pointed out as
Gethsemane lies on the ~8bt of the path to
the Mount of Olives The wall has been
restored. Eight ot¥e trees remainm, all of
them very old, »at scarcely of the time of
our Lord, sis¢® Titus, during the seige of
Jernsalem otd all the irees of the distriot
cut dops" —Schaf.

Um0 the disciplss. Unto eight of them.
Siye here. Remsin here. Probsbly at the
éntering of the garden. Go and pray yon-
der. Bome part of the enclosure, which was
further in and more retired, which He pointed
out to them. “‘Chrisi went to-pray alone,
though he had lately prayed with his disai-
ples. Our prayers with our families must
not excuse us from our secret devotions.”—
Henry. “‘Youder” was probsbly some spot
deeper in the garden's shade. Tt was almost
on the same spot that Abrabam's faith was
tried, as to the sacrifice of Isaso, Gen. 52:
5, and he uttered almost the same words,.—
Our Lord unites in himself, Abraham’s faiih
and Issac’s patience,”—Steir,

V. 87, Peter and the two wons of Zebedes
The “two sons of Zsbedee” were James and
Jobn. These three were present at the raise
ing of the ruler's dsughter, (Luke 8: 51),
and_at the transfiguration (Mait. 17 : 1), |
Bagan. Now was commenecing the awfnl

struggle. (Query. May it not be that at this
time the Devil, who beset our Saviour in the
wilderness, etc., renewed his attacks and
made & mighty onset against the Son of God.
Read and compare, Luke 4 : 13 ; John 12:31;
22:58)

i sowl s exceeding sorvowful.

John 14 : 80; Luke

- -

plish the divine purposes in any other way,
and only if it were in accordsnce with his
Father's will 80 to do. Even in his agony he
thinks first of his mission apd of his Father's
will, and will not ask anything inconsistent

| with either™ As thog wilt. Johm 5: 30;

Johna 6: 38 ; Rom. 15: 8.

V. 40. The disciples. Peter, Jamea and
John. Asleep. Luke says, cha). 22: 45, “He
found them sleeping for sorrow.” It was late
in the night, snd they were overpowered with
the fatigues and excitements of the past day,
as well as by the conduct of Judas and the
MMMM, Exocessive sorrow
often brings om sleep. Sailh unto Peter. He
had made great protestations. See verses 33-
85. What, could ye not, éfc. The Bible Union
version renders this, ‘* Were ye so unabie to
watch with me oné hour "

V. 41. Watch and pray, efc. Geikie para-
phrases this thus : “ Watch, and pray as ye
do 8o, that ye may not expose yoursslves to
temptation to be untrue to me, and to be of-
fended at me, as I have said you would. The
spirit indeed is willing to stand by me faith-
fully, but human gature, with its iostinet of
self pressrvation, is weak, and if yom heed
not, will make yon fall.™ .

Va. 42-44. He weni again and prayed.
Three times was this done. Luke says,
‘‘there appeared an angel unto him from
heaven, strengthening him. And beingin
an agony, he prayed more earnestly ; and his
sweat was as it were great drops of blood
falling down to the ground.” Luke 22: 43, 44,

V. 44, Baying the same words, Which were,
““Thy will be done.” The prayer was an-
swered, and the victory gained. They are
bard words to say, but God can enable usto
say them. Kilpin speaks of knowing an in-
stance in which the minister was praying
over & child apparently dying : *'If it be thy
will, spare ——.” The poor mother ex-
claims, “It mugt be his will ; I cannot bear
ifa.” The minister ceased praying. The child,
contrary to thé expectation of many, recov-
ered. The mother, after suffaring terribly
from his course while young, lived to see

. him hanged as a criminal before he was two-

and-iwenty. It is good to say, ‘* Thy will be
dome.”
V. 45, 46. Bleep on now, ete. *' The dires”
tion to “sleep on'  is utlered in <emi-
soliloguy, pertly in bitterness, pedy in re-
proach, partly in a kind of iredy, partly in
sad earnest. The direction, Rise: let us be
going,” is  practical copsmand, uttered di-
rectly to the disciples, % arouse them to the
danger at hand. Theone is a gentle reproach
for past neglect ; ¢he other is a kindling com-
mand for the pfesent exigenoy.”—.4bdott.
V. 47. J»das: called Iscariot. He had been
tresstirer of the apostolic family, and be-
S:“hanm for thirty pieces of silver ;

knew where fo come. Bee John 18:2, A
great multitude. '‘ Composed of a detach-
ment of the Roman cohort stationed in the
castle Antonis, of the Jewish temple watch,
of others, including servants and dependents
of the high priests, and, in all probability,
some fanatical-chisf priests and elders also,
who wished to witness the capture.” Swords
and staves. These staves were clubs. How
useless such a multitude, and that armed, fo
take the Lamb of God! John says they also
bad lanterns and torches.

V. 48, Gave them a sign. Had told them
beforeband how they might know which was
Jesus.

V. 49. Kissed him. It was the sign agreed
upon.

V. 50, Friend. Rather, companion or as-
sociste, *‘ Why did the Lord call Judss
‘friend,] a term of awvility, though not nec-
essarily of friendship, and not & villain, or a
traitor? and why did he mot turn awdy in

risy known in history, which the infernal in-

spizer of treason alome could invent? Teo
give us a» example of the utmnost meskness

tion, surpassing even the standard which he

[ that time so-called rebelli

¢ afterwards hung himself. Came He,

holy indignation from this Judas kiss, the
vilest, the most abominable piece of hypoos

holds up for his disciples. (Matt. 5: 89)" >
Laid hands on. him and teok kim. That is, | 800G U
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originating as it dia in ﬁn_wa(vﬂl.
an interior -Province, will probably
never be written. In its extent and
magnitude, extending over a terri.
tory equal to thé whole United
States, and affecting a population
equal to ten times that of the United
Srates, ic has not been equaled in
modern times, There has been much
dispute as to whether it originated
in a religious or civil idea. As re-
gards its origin, I have bad except-
ionally good opportanities for arri-
ving at the trath, Im 1853, a short
time after the fall of Nanking, Rev.
I. J. Roberts of our Canton mission,
came to Shanghai, bringing with
him two young men, aged 22 and 17.
These young men, who were eye-
witnesses of and actors in this, at
on, were
in our Shanghai mission for about &
year. They were waiting, in the
strictest incoghito, for an opportu-
nity to rejoin their father, Foang, the
Sounthern King, who was then with
the rebel chief at Nanking.

The elder ypung Foaag, who was
» pupil and one of the first disciples
of Hung-Sii-Ohuen, the rebel chief,
gnve me a detailed account of the

al.ping rebelliou in its origin, He
stated that in 1848, his teaecher,
Hung-Sii.Chuen, was in Canton at-
tending the provincial literary ex-
amination for the second litera
degres ; that while there, Rev. I. J.
Roberts met him in his chapel, be-
came interested in him, and offered
him lodging and accommodation in
bishouse,which were accepted, While
there he attended all the religions
services held by Mr. Roberts, and
also the services of other eha;:h,
and received religions books from
all, That sometime after Hung-Bii-
Chuen ;mmd 03 his bome and
“ he was taken i‘p to buvg. ‘ghei-o
be saw the Heavenly Father, the
Son,and the Son's wife, who treated
bim bindly, and by whom he was
ordered to retarn to this world and
destroy the imps.” He awoke, and
thought' much about this dream, and
about what he had heard in Oanton.
He remembered, too, that he kad
read something about these things
in a book which he received in Can-
ton. As soon as it was day, be search-
ed for and found the book that he
hoped would assist him to interpret
his dream. It was a portion ot
the Old Testament, in whieh,on &
closer examination—for he had not
yet carefally read that book—he
found strong denunciations of idola-
try, which made & deep im
on his mind. Taking *the imps” to
be the idols, be felt im with
the idea that he bad received a com-
mission from heaven to destroy all
the idols in the land. W , Who
at that time was Hang-Sif 's
pupll, said that his first act, after he
was satisfied in to the nature

and extent of his commission, was to

remove -aud destroy the pwtare of
Oonfucius which was suspended in
the examination hall. (One of these
wood euts of Oonfaciusis to be found

on auivfng at school, first make
their obeisance to this image, and
then to the teacher.) m “ imsaus

dream, aad the reason of his ac-
on—it was the will of heaven—and
they all became his couverts. The
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to their own Mlo{%nhu, and fu their
own way. In a short time this new
movement grew to such proportions
that the attention of the Provincial
anthorities was called to it,and a
colonel was dispatched with a force
deemed sufficient to arrest the leads
ers and crush the wholé movement.-
Haong-Sii~-Choen ‘and his followers
at once began arations to defend
themselves. . They made swords and
spears, but did not rely upon these
alone. They drew up, on & sheetof
paper six feet by foar, a deelaration
of rights, setting forth their right to
worship God in the way they deemed
best. This declaration contained
the first commandment, and a strong
protest agalnst being forced to wor—
ship idols, and claiming the right to
worship the one true God, who had
been revealed to Hung-Sii-Ohuean,
When the attacking force drew
near, Hang, with all his leaders and
adherents, ascended a very high bill
or mountain, Apread their declaration
of rights on the ground, with a stone
on each corner and one in the center,
while the whole body knelt nmmc‘
this declaration. Hung-Sii-Chuen
stood, and with oplifted hands, ap-

pealed to Heaven to defcnd them in |

tha right to worship God aa set forth
in that declaration. At the olose of
this appeal, the whole body roee,
marched past Hung- Sii-Ohuen as he
stood, clasped swords with his, and
pledged their lives to'defend him,
and their right to worship God as
set forth in that declaration; By this
time the paursuing force appeared on
the plain below, when spddenly a
thick clond enveloped the mountaia
top and o . from their
enemies.

other side of the dill, and in a short
time they were engaged with the
enemy; snd, wonderfal to relate,
not ons of their foes was left to tell
the story of their tate, - Hitbherto no
other idea had animated the minds
of these men than the right to wor-
ship God who had been revealed to
Hung 8Sii-OCbaen, and confirmed by

the books they bad received. It was
strictly & religions idea, and they
bad acted on the defensive. Now
that they had successfully resisted
the Provineial authorities, they knew
that the force of the whole Imperial
Government wonld be concentrated
upon them. To remain on the de-
tonsive was certain aud ignominions
death. After consultation, they re-
solved upon aggressive measures ;
:ll:g would conquer religions free-:

raised

th e aredl

: et

They resolved to march up-
, destroy the Mancher

and ‘reinstate the ancient

standard of the new government.
They speedily orgsnized a military
government, with Huang-Sii-Chuen
as chief. Fang, the father of my in-

formant, was called the Sonthern

d.
chers and Imperi

i

ded by the |

-or die in the attempt. They-

1 pre to halt for ‘the 1 -
fonnd itse.
Deacon Fow bas a1 exesllent .

my sorel
| wite and two quite sprightly sons

the smn&,g.wph and grown.-
Brother Fowler has many comforts .

in some particnlars be is a capital
provider for his famify, His_ family.
is above the average in intellig

‘and I have not often found & more af
fectionate houmsehold. The deacon
has a good comfortable honse  well
furnished, :rgood farm well supplied
with orchards add vineyards. Pro-
visions - for - the “body are aban-
dant and his table “groans beneath
its load.” Seldom have I seen nicer
beds for a weary body to rest-upon.
His teams aré among the best and he
boasts of a good carriage,a strong to
buggy and & Jersey wagon. He an
his wife dress well, and his children
make considerable display with their
finery and fashions. They are among
the **leading” membets of Shallow
Hollow Charch, they think,and they
wonld be if they only knew how tu
lead,

They are a healthy family and
their physicians cannot find any ex-
cose to visit them, except that he
may wish to have “a good time?”
with clever people. 1aut I was made
sad by my visit to that family, sim-
ply becaunse they do nof take any re-.
ligious paper. They know what is
sald and done in Bhallow Hollow
Church and that community, aand
they suppose everything is done ev-
erywhere jost as it is dowe there,
They read little and know nothing of
their own denomination and its en-
terprices for advancing the camse of
Ohrist. They gt a copy of the
minutes of the Bald Kaob Associa—
tion annually, and that is the source

.

that they do not know the namber
of Baptista in their own State, nor
who is President of the Baptist Col-
lege. They supposed that it was a
mgn nlmefl W")ayland, as they had
heard that he was & President of
some Baptist Oollege, and they
“ reckoned ” that it was in their
State. P

" They did not know-the name of
the College, and do not even know
exactly what a college . is, but they
nearly know they said—have an idea
of it. When I mentioned some able
ministers in their own State and in
other States they had never heard of
thém. I was bound to -feel sad —
there was no help for it. . They said
that they read their Bible, but at
worship that night the Bible gave no
évidence to me that it had been
‘thumbed or was more frée from dast
| than the Bibles of those who take

pers.
lm’I‘tuauy know their own .neighbor-
‘bood for a radius of five or seven
miles and hear and respect its gossip.
This is the world to them, and eut-~

side of that all the earth i3 no more
than a big swamp to that family.
They never hear from it. - The mail
has very little for that houséhold.
The result is, they are in tronble
with several families among . their
sighbors, becanse they must bave
and have a very - small stock

in trade, t
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ORIGIN OF THE DIFPERENT SECTS,

The Roman Oatholic Apostacy-
commenced in A, D, 250;-but it was
pot fally established until 606, In
order to give & just view of the rise
of this anti-christian Hierarchy it
will be necessary to give a brief ac-

coant of the eaily propagation’ of

Christianity ia the Roman l‘i mpire.
When Ohriatla_nt{ was first intreduc-
ed into Rome, th¢ Roman Empire

was in its_fall glory, sad goverued,
not only P&lut?ugrybc‘t‘a lf?go 'pofr.-.'-

pagans, and their religion was so in-
timately connected with the Govern-
ment, that the progress of the Gos-
pel alarmed both their pagan and
their political fears. It is probable
that the Gospel was first preached in
Rome in A. D. 34 of 33, and a Obris-
tian Obrarclr formed theresoon after-
wards. ' The wanegement of the
Jews was committed to Roman Gov-
ernors; therefore Caligala'aad Olsu,
dins »affered  them  to . persecute
christians, by the instramentality of
the Jews. But when Nerc came to
the throne, A. D. 54, he took the
sword into his own hsod, and from
the time he set fire to the city of
Rome, and charged it to the Ohris-

A-I D- h ﬁ. m" I
R FRU B L L8 e
up-to the time of his death in ea.n%
contipued to imprison and destr
Christiave, Here began the pagan
persecution. Passing over theé con-
dact of Galba, Otho, Vitellus, Ves-
pasian and Titus, we fiad’ Domitian,
in the fourteenth year of his reign,
engaged in & merciless persscution,
in which the Evangelist John was
banisbed to the Isiand of Patmos,
where he wrote the book of Re
tion. Tae short reign. of Emperor
Nerva was mild, baut when Trogan-
came to the throme, A. D.. 98, his
edicts drenched the earth with Ohris-
tian_blood, and Adrian, althongh.

petitioned by Quadratas, Aristilles |

snd Serenus Graniames, to bave

of the Dioclesian
risti and k

f--... -.} o e P &

{ ~aid ¥ nﬁdﬂaﬁ 2o

| ever dare disbe eve it,

| good sense and ment
| givén to Peter, and ©

tbeP:re.tho wer of m
1 to be 'nwhiegoﬁo-lo'dn,-

tion of the world. The Romans were |
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possibility of saiva

which was sin to be no'sin; *
Pope holdeth the place on earth, not
simply of man, bat of thetrue Cem
Thas he had power as God on ’
not only to make and ‘dn'.
‘bat to dethrone kings' enna!h;
to make and change churoh ordinan-
e

nother ' a0 . her
members under :.t;rrlblo anathema

ful, bat ‘even pralseworthy, to de.

lie, in“6¥der to advance the

truth'and piety.™ *°
"EDUCATION AND LIQUOR.

‘e great necessity of our country

is cultivated brains, but our people

‘say they are too poor to edacateé

3 of

ca
e

who has an intelligent boy of 18
years, anxioas for an edacation, who
would not let him go when another
offered to take the boy, clothe and
educate him - withoat one cent of
ehhl:ge to the father, Many of those
who are too poor to educate, in the
midast;of poverty, go to liquor deal-
ers, and-in a few days spead enongh
money to: send their ehildren to

school a whole year. Oone sad fea-
tare of this is, that church
and even B -are in

the manal use and sal is
destructive evil. Men who proféss

less orphans! Siill another feature
darkens this clond of sorrow ; and
| that is, that so few of our brethren
have boldness enough to take a firm
stand against these things. What
is to be thought of a man who has
not backbone emough to assert his
own rights? Then* what is tp e
thought of a Ohristian, who' does

sert his ‘eamse I The Olristian 'is

wercy on Ohristians, made their con- for good. ‘mml
dition bat little better. , Dari .| we jadge those whe drink liquor, snd
reign of Aptonius Pins and, 4 even. mauufacture. this
‘Antonius, that is, from A, D, 143 | scourge that ever came apon aay
to 180, there were great persecutions | people ¥ Oar besrt is pained within
at Smy f,"‘ua..g" S ALK M ae | lan Gy & Gome e aud hel e
myro m ! : ; me over g o
| D. 166. Towards ths closs of the onml.ni'&om varions parts r:b‘u‘r
reign of Marcus Antonius, aay 177, | own State, and from the millions in
the tion began jn France; | China, knowiog that many of our
Lyoas, Vienos and othier pl - 1p have not been mdmlhed,
fered inhumaa tortures and - |'and they weére far to0 small.) .
shed. Passing by the of | If the love of Ohrist has ruql:ﬂ
Commodas, Pestinox, Ju ger | the soul, surely it will reach th
and Albinus, we flad Severas, A D. | pockét. Our people sre néither too
202, waging war with - in | poor nor too stingy, bat wherd the
Africs, and soow after, Asis, Ezypt | heart is there is the tre 0.
and most of the matious ‘of Haj motto and, practice
were flelds of ¢ . From the | '??Wm,
death of Severus;, A. D: 211,tq the | Ouar system of free
e Lw of Decius, OChristians a | been a subject of much
c Ll ru:;mm.mm% 1’- s for several years, and

e

to believe “that it was not only law~

ceivdand to use the expedientiof a |

their childred. “We know one man |-

P ey

not love his Saviour ésough to as- |
the salt'of theearth, bat if the salt |
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ment used. I'o.__n nnderstand _"" ' m
8 pastor might be over-worked and
need hcl& but ¢ 4

val to send for an evangelist; if the
tor and his church can’t'do that
ind ot work, another trouble
present itself, viz, who is to teain
the new members ! If so it be trme
that the Spirit is sole agent in re-
generation, and He uses on
--trnlh.lhd the Pllttll'“ r and his
have so failed to present that truth,
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A WORD FROM BRO DODSON.

. We have had several revivals. I
hope we shall see the fraita of these
revivals. Many subscribers for the
RECORDER, Kind Words and Foreign
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