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Tnferdational Sunday School Lesson.
* SECOND QUARTER, 1881,
LESSON IIL.~APRIL 24mm;

BY REV. A, 0. DIXON,
. Asheville, N. C.

COVETOUSNESS.
Luke 12: 13-21.

GOLDEN TEXT.

“Take heed and beware of Coretons—
m"—mn 12 - 15,

DATLY !IOIE REARNINGS.
Monday, UovetéMbness, ‘Luke 12: 1321
Tueeday, Covelonsness Ilfun!.rated Josh.
711628 Wedbesday, Covetousness Il
Tustrated, ® Kings 5: 2027 Thumfa

Covetouspess Illustrated, Acts 5: 111

Fridsy, Covetousness Condemned, James |

1:19, Saturday, Treasure in Heaven,
Wait. 6: 193¢, Sunday, The Bin of Cov-
etousness, Luke 12: 13 21,

Time, A. D, 29.

-
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CAUSING ¢

| COMMENTS!

1. Covetousmess Causes Dissension, v.
18-16.

Here were two brothers st variance about
some property left them by their father.
Tiwis parents, in heaping up riches for
their children are often mwing the seeda of
dissension.

V. 13. Master, speak to my brother. Per.
baps this brother had refused to give him a
just portion, bat more probably, he wanted
miore than his due, for covetousnes is inor
dinate greed for wealth. The covelous man
not only prizes too highly what belongs to
him, but desires what belongs to others.

V.14 Who made me g judge, &e.? Christ's
object is not to look after our fimantial in-
terest by becoming judge amd jury to set-
tle our disputes. His aim. is to wean our
hearts from' the love of such things. His
mission was purely spiritual. Let Chris~
tisns follow .his example and keep aloof
from sueh wrangles, but, like Christ, re-
buke the covetousness which causes thém.

V. 15. Bewware of covelousness, Covetous.
ness is a sin which is the rootof all other
sins. Tt leads {J) to ‘“temptations and
soares,” 1st Tim. 6:'9, (2) to apostacy, 1st.
Tim. 6:10. (3) to lying 2nd Kings 5:30
(Annanias and Bapphira.) (4) to theft,
Achan. (5) to murder Jezebel and Naboth,
1st Kings 21. (8) to poverty, Prov. 28: 22.
{7) to sorrow, Is. 5: 8,

Covetousness debars us

(1) From the Lord's table, 1 Cor. 5: 11.

(2) From the ministry, 1 Tim. 3: 3.

(3) From the deaconship, 1 Tim. 3; 8.

(4) From Heaven, 1 Cor. 6: 10; Eph. 5: 5.

In 2 word covetousness is idolatry, one of
the worst denounced sins in the Bible.
Surely we should “beware” of it.

A man's lif. connsteth not in the abun-
dance, d&c. Having is not living. Making
money is not the highest or noblest aim of
life. Yeur natural life does not depend on
it, and your spiritual life may be lost by it,
In the true sénse a man may be richer with-
out meney than with it

11. Covetousness Causes Folly, v. 16-21.

Or would it be pearer the truth to say
folly caiises covetousness ! Both are true.
This rich feols folly shows itself :

(L) In-his perplexity. A man, wise with
his momey, need not be perplexed how to
dispose of his surplus I this world of pov-
erly, while God’s command is to feed the
poor. A perplexity as to how to spend his
crops for God would have been wiser than
his snxiety to keep them for himself. Sad
that men should be more troubled as to how
to keep their riches than how to give some
of them back to God, who Has only loaned
thétw! Ttis God's nature fo give. How
much defﬂcad has his imige become, when

1. Dinnslou. v. 1315 ¢
3. Folly. v. 16-31.

we alwiys récelve snd pever give.
2.)" decision he is not content to en-
large his old barns, bui , feels so rich that he

can afford to demolish them; sad build new
ones on a grander scale. Thus, as mea
grow richer, they are oftey more careful to,
incresse in appearances than in good works:
Riches never satisfy. =Qur vanitly enlarges
with our fortune.

(8.) In his inability to see the fitness of
things, sowl thou hast ruch goods laid up.
As if the soul.could live om such food, The

- man who would £l his pantry with dist and
stones and chafl, and expeet Iis family to
live om such stuff is not s greater fool than
Le who would try to feed his soul on eafth-
ly treasures. Thae barn is no place forsoul-
food.

(£) Tn his laying claim to what did'not |
belong to him. Persons in the Asylum im-
agioe that everything belongs to them, and
this poor fool is a fit subject, for he serious.
ly lays to many years, when not a
moment but the present belongs to him.
How I8 it with you who boast of to-morrow?

®.) lllﬁ! being easy and merry without
seeing his danger. Notice the difference |,
betmt ye man and a fool, A brave
man can illp danger, but he does it,
realizing his. dsager, bat <lbe man, who
would rush upon the enemy’s cannon Jaugh- |
ing, without knowing his dsager, is a fool |
Are you - brave, seeing God's wrath' and.
willing $0 meet n.mcm you: estingand |
drinking mbeerily dike this poor Tool, unéos- |
dﬂﬂm‘“, JERT B !ﬂﬂ._
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i Ancesival Worship conlfinued.
5.t The coffin and burial elothes,
&p./form’ most important item# in
eemed nécessary’
for the respectability, comfort and re-
IP““ of a man in the spirit world,
The clothes mmust bé new, with ea
and satin boots; in'a word, ‘the corpse’
must be ‘dressed in every resy
the man would have dressed himeelf
for a feast. The coffin timber must
e free of all defeotd or indications of

thiek, and be joined faunltlessly, high-
ly pol;ahed and varnished. A first-

clasg poffin for the” wealthy and men
of position consgists of four pieces, the

two sides, top and bottom. A coffin

jof this character, made of a very rare

timber, thatie said to last foreyer, 15
worth & thousand dollars. A man's
respectability in the other world is
estimated as much by His appéarance
and the stylée of hisdwelling as it is
in this_life. Hence the famlly of a
deceaseéd nt, in order to secure
for him this mark of respectability,
often impoverish themselves for years,
rather than ke shomld be de-

nied ' & decent burial: Indeed so
much importance i3 attached to this
matter, that men advanced in life and
blessed with means, to insure for
themselves a suitable habitation when
they die, often select the timber and
superintend the making and varnish-
ing of their own coffins. They even
go further while they have the means,

lest some misfortune should overtake
the family before they dig, and employ
one skilled in fungshui, to select a
fortunate place for their graves, and
construct vaults and raise mounds for
all the members of their families.

These vaults are usually in a line side
by side, under one long mound, with
the top separated so as to give a peak
for esch vault; hence, some of the
grave mounds we sée about Shanghai
are empty vaolts.

6.. On every seyenth day for seven-
gevenths after the death of an indi-

vidual, the female members of the
family are expected to give vent to
boisterous mentations, ‘duaring

which they call the deceased by name
and recount his ot her virtues and
good qualitiés. It is supposed that
such ‘éemonstratlom of grief will

" have about the same influence on the

powers that be in the spirit world, in
modifying the intend pumshment
or od of imprisonment, of their
friend, that gimilar demonstrations
have mth a district magistrate in be-’
half of a friend imprisoned in his
yamen. ~With thé“same eobject in
view, familiés' of some Wealth and
much superst.lt.:on employ persons du-
this périod of ‘active mounrning,
tf also snb:eqn'ently during the sea-"
be, to
blow at their’ at mght a ram’s
horn ar 4’ mﬂfn #I
Y, Fromi'theé 9£h tio 17th day after
i d'eath—tho exact 'day depends on
the day of the month ﬂxe person dies’
—the, spirit"'is" ® to return
to the family residence, bring-
ing with it a host of other spirits. .
TJ.Ltztaordmg to atime-lionored custon;’
'the family to‘enterta’ 1 their relative
and to contraottha banefual mﬂnent:a
of ‘the visit of other Tritlem
g)ﬁéﬁu—- or Bﬂ ist—to per-
ay at the family vesi-
‘dence, %10 ceremony Called woong-
fek, the 'objectsot vhlch ig'to gratify
and sppeéase their’ deceased relative’
and frightett thé accom ng spir-
its, and thts: a.rdthb inst
harm, '~ A’ pttmd and
all the relatived and friends of the de:
ceased are invited to meet him and
‘assist in the festivities of the
fatmly In prepanng ‘for “this great

f;m!ily haﬂ its farniturg snd deco-
rate 1: with nchl&embrbldarad hl.ng-

n blems an
:nceh her&lﬂlﬁ! anthofity uthﬂpmt.
;rorld.h For the u:;‘;: looks m&rs
ke the abode of than e
l;uubu u:odwt '8 ma.{.c onhep-
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%pubthree strips of

their depar

ligible
ibad been: drawn, over the
rd the family. The family

for it that the spirits will not
turb them,

for the comfort of a spimt. im

shui of the grace.

ence to the re
influence of
piness sud welfare of the living,

the status-quo between the living
the dead.

and happiness of both parties.
do this successfully certain thi

observing them.

in deceiving the
shuws professor or t{:;

through their gods, to control
spirits.

natare,

to it by sprmg:e§
ty- Itisobserv

of animation brm%
and increase to al

South.

bad fung-shus.

North, 'will -he to produmce in’
something analogous to what has

cial and political presperity.,
cost, the best

Sou
Orac

oo

and animals are, and that they

by p
the fam

not tn duturb the quief of ths't fami-
f e spirit guest it 18, said, terris
f k’ed at the gght of the sword and em-
‘blems of autherity, and st the sound
and fire crackeys, are sup-
ture to their
proper. place .of abo 1e The priests

{01101 ptper, on |
e

oo: to

pa;
5t.ha Abbot’s bill and take his wori

dis-

8. ,The last and one of the most
important considerations in providing |

the. |

other world is the location—the fuug-,
The - term, fung- |
shui is pever used except with raier-
se of the dead, or the
dead upen the ha

it

may then be said or described to be.

and

It is, therefore, consider-
ed to be a matter of vital importance
in selecting a Jocation for the farmiﬂ
grave, that it should be done wi

reference to conserving the interest

To
ings

must be taken into account, and no
one, it is supposed, can perceive these
necessary pre-requisites but a fung-
shui professor who, by long experience
and practice, has become skilled in
It is difficult to say
which has been the more successful
ople, the fung-
priests, who do
koong-tek and profess to be able,

the

The Chinese derive their idea of
the importance of good fung-shui—
good location—for the grave, from
their observation of the operations of
They have observed that the
vegetable Llngdom though apparent-
ly dead while the fnuctions of its or-
gans are suspended during winter,
recognizes a spirit of animation at
the approach of summer,and respo
into life and beau-
too, that thisepirit
s with it life, joy
the animal kmf
dom, and that it proceeds jfrom the

Again, it is observed that at
the approach of winter all natare
dies, and that the cause of this appa«
rent death proceeds from the North,.
hence we have the pointsof good and

nds

These . observations bave mducod
the belief that, as man is the head of
ereation, there must be a genial and
animating 1nfluence moving gently
from the South, designed for . his
special rhenefit; the effects of which, -
if not duttu'bed by objects: or-influ-
enges, calculated to intercept.or divide
it, and ooannently induce an oppo- |
site and banefnl influence from-the

man
been

observed , 1n the operation of natwre
on the vegetable and animal king-
dom—physical and mental vigor, in-
crease of family, and great eommer.
Henee
the impartance of secnring, at any { village on MVup whete there were
possible-location for the
ave—and-that has no obstruetions,
or a considerable dilm'nce, to the
and a hill; or rieing ground,
ump of trees, on the North, to
rve as a fender—in order that the
d may receive, withont obstruc-
tion, the good influences from the
South and be shielded from the evil—
the cold blast—Ifrom the North,
is inferred that the dead dre ss'sehsis
ble of the presence of thiz animating
influence as trees, plants and bu'dl
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down with stones the size of your | &c., snd acts s interpreter for them. { rines. Everythmg elegant and kind. | 4ntiquarisns as Mosheim, Neander, Il, &P ih ht !
head and 1 0! course the roefs | We soon form sev acquaintances | Mr. 8.,' the father-in-law of Mr. | D, \all and others, tell us thatin the | Now for th? e an t, i, rig
are conside Ilﬂerthu ours land feel quite at home with so many | McM., gave us ten doliars. early centuries of Christiani o

Dr.--““And that is the class,
too, the quarter from which most of
the trouble comes.”

—-“Surely not ! I would seem
quh to say that ne create so
much oonfulwn w they could
avoid i

Dr.---“Yes, sir, I can prove it.
Yesterday when you were speaking of
faith as a principle, which was neces-

in all the politieal, oomnermal
and social relations of life, the
ing was so constant that I Wlﬂd
hardly do more than catch the drift
of your remarks. -Bat while you
were telling that illustration about
the little girl in the Highlands of
Seotland who, while gathering flow-

or the stones wonld] roll off. Shoul

think they had a lively time patting | as
them back after storms and harn-
canes, if they have such things inm!

this country. The
fine, but nok nearl no.e..Td,and
ue as that of the Bllllplonud

tu
oire passes. The waterfalls

, the or-
dinance of baptism was adw ut.ored
by immersing the whole body in the
baptismal font, This is the factof
history which they state. Is it not re-
markable that these early Christians
were 80 toh.lly ignorant of Gospel

baptu L1t

The first m’nnt we hsvo of kt

ling bein, for hnptmn iv ot

¢ase of cliaic baptism, for
o fuaa the

sick le, who. had
(;}.uu?::.;lp faith, bat lud neglected

being baptized, ‘and when taken sick
and unable to ’be immersed, sprink-
ling was substituted for immersion in
their cases, lest they should dle
without ““ the lava of regemeration, ”

“ 2nd. Lelt: Elizdbeth, and as the
roads were very bad; ‘made only
twenty two miles. Btmd at & minis-
tering brother’s, of the name of Ross,
within nine miles of Kdeaton.

“ 3rd. Reached Edenton about 10
o'clocky where we were most cordially
welcomed, particularly by Mr. Mere-
| dith and Dr. Collens Skinner. I made
my home with the former, Mr.
ait w:th the latter. Preached this
evening a' the Baptist meeting-house,
p neat uﬁdmg Assemb'y crowded.

““4th. Preached morning for the
Baptists, afternoon for the Metho-
dists, Kvening for the Baptists, and
took a collection of fourteen dollars.
Obtained here for the Cellege about

En -speakin le, As soon
&vungd g?pm ont fo see.
In the party are two ladies from Ten-
nesseq, Mrs. Alston and Miss Yonn
the former a fine-looking w:dow
lnmr an mmﬂish ed young

and a netF ‘
Ohto, we ‘soon eel
lrko sequaintances. My friend ¥
nearly as tond of Jadies’ society as I
am, and 80 it s not leng ere we are
both cornered. You need not think
I'm going to tell you what we talked
sbout. E‘hia much I’ll venture—m
friend soon got a long way bebind,
and I—didn't care! Walkin along
throngh a lovely park we’ find Thor-
waldsen’s famous **Lion of Lucerne,”

Tete
are very numerous and some of them
quite fine. Near the top of the Pass,
which is 3600 feet hl%h la the Brunig
hotel, where some of the party take
refmb'ment.t. The wild flowers are
bezlmufnl and cover the cliffs and the
vales in lovely and variegated ta,
As we doscen’;l we eg‘to mmhe
vehicles conveying tourists from Lu-
cerne to Interlaken. There are scores

as baptism was often called at that
of them, and judging from their ap- | oat in & selid rock 28 feet long and | seventy dollars and was offered fifty t:mep Now, isit not remarkable that :;‘I’g;’:‘]lui:li?:“ 37:" pﬁ‘hﬁh N{:‘:
pearance, they are from every nation | 18 feet high.'  This is ofie of the | moreif I would stay another Sabbath, | there needs be the converse of two whet made ‘the difference ? In the
and clime. BSome one has given the dest ens of sculpture | but the season is advancing, and I | ¢hinog and they more than two hun- | g o0 ce they didn’t care much
following desecription of the f any It'it"intended to com- | thought it best to proceed. I shall | 3,04 years after John baptized in the | 1 humnr your abstract aing, and,
SWISS COSTUMES, emorate the valor of the Swiss | never forget the k:ndneuaof the Eden- { Jordan, to enable those ancieut peo- | 0 thinking .that oth‘ewn did, hen
ixoak - Ganrd who died at théir in Paris, | ton friends, ple to stumble upon the baptism of | (0o "t} ore was the sli htmt unpulae
ost’s pencil ss wellas his pen | August 10, 1792, while défending | = 5th and 6th. Spent both days.in | the Gospel; one, that | is “the | 37 cough they conghed. In the sec- .
t.nm the bmmm with | is XVE againet s’ revolutionary’ hutpng snd obiaining what subscrip- 1 Inva of neration,” and the other, | 13 i %ionee” they 5 hoas
U;sndtl theshepherd ﬂth oob: | ’I’hhlm isdefénding'in deat d ions we could, { & sick' believer in apprehension of arery woed of the R "'ﬁl sbery 340
his  huge thol'ﬂ: the hnm-lm y the French coat-of-arms, | “ 7th. Left Edenton, furnished by | jeash,who had not been baptized? All cough would interfere with their own
hr;:er ?x i.l:: @ and. pail, snd the. Mlcrdntlvlhidd, )(ra Skinner with ham, (Fﬂe, cake, | glong through st least two hundred ng, 80 they just lto the
piilkma 1' th plaited d he broken spear lies close by, tho wine, &c., which we found very ac- years the wly(;hnmmgwpodlhm h“‘mu glhm’g And {f vor Sellive
?Im’“d ‘mlm‘“s her hair—not £ art of the enemy pierces his m ¢eptable, as there is scarcely & tavern | G,y in darkness as to “tha kf" me, it might have g utoppod be-
ng straight down ovér her ll ll nth onn, qnd. thohlaoduluum- m "the road. Pine trees, swamps, | mode of fhre.
the idietic style in some oonn one of the pa s miserable bhdgea, wretched huts, a | until the oononrmwo 0 thm um " The remedy for this second class is
but dn:dt t allunm:; ltmﬁphad st fall gth,  and, the | few solim'y ox—caﬁmd 8 few wan- | ihings Is not that most mr the as that prescribed . for the
twin u‘ZE.;".‘ e velver: tep o w‘ ol Sopion o o imont b | deing groes, murk al our roud. | 50 even” then, his “Serpinral| et *recion, b 3 double dos
[ 3 “l“ ft- Thl' . Mﬂ the klmme mmi' of hpnnﬁ. .p Y“ want to know 'h.t k'lnd of re-
w S mt SOIPG one tot'mﬁ ". mnﬂ of twelve miles ! Exmpt in case of 3!‘16, Was con- | on. ! WG“, this hnd «There
M‘” wtﬁ: Tblack, & i m_pxmvaeren readed this ‘Sound.” Three weeks | jomned by bishops and connsels, | flecti

waistcoat - without Ol“,hﬂl meﬂhtp moi'eloon ove an ktalim. musician: had Yeen | gnsil the connsel of Rivenss A. D; are scores of people here beside me ;

before to hear ev-
striped dress, snd fowers inw thu!' oorl‘lﬁi édtered nook, cit from | rowned, and | three days a0 | 1300, which ssnctioned some of thommunxlot:l i iy o
v an;‘ll hata. E:t Mﬁoi oor l'ﬁ;’: | the solid” A e mmgl tnctﬁu‘d rilln ld Bap:ut mmu;r, who '.:o:l:;t, ﬁm the first tslm ﬁ? ‘g. coclei ct? u‘l g{ g;o:dh :llfmd ol:eﬁl:emore y:;a it 1
orysta b mammm o oann, | PAtOES, {800 U} . Mkion~ strain and, even su
longevity, . Yosttells of & Swiss gm‘g m I& ’gurﬂﬁchv ?b‘l:" ties, &e. . This night r,(d Mr. Whitby, a learned m;g:‘;;q S0 nat.cavizn body
begw second. o r month, st . ot Eng!llh Commentator, ssys that im- | ) eqr my congh mstoad of what
cex livingat thesame | ranged: mih‘hdﬂwﬂ*d leimrd- remhﬂd in the evening &t | mergsion was the m smong al} | 7 b g o7 Jart tiem, nd
e of whom, n bix - ltrﬂtlltmnlfmuw. ourt Jhristisns with very little mterns if that is not hwd tge mesning of
| FLAWIL 8 . and i) | ?-!mw from here ii 1 :‘Bth. Lett leth. and arrived on, for thirteén hundred years, and | 5 whole sentence or R ay
““Glacier Gu-dcn" one of ‘the ﬁnhmgton thart;-—thmmlu,m was changed from  immersion tQ ey evem T B doukt welat bo'hout
e - e Mﬁ u::r Progchiag B ah Lakioy's lalnnlutfég "tm“’ 1’““"‘1“‘?. i, it’s unpollﬁa in me to n(}:hrmhi
e 0 4 h. i im w
HV RS O it : .l ¢ Gth. Started for Nﬂ'bﬂ'ﬂ,thn’ty ﬂ'o;. %tﬁ, OII ::lbgogz::.fz ng an imp

r m . § et g putmm arrived | Rom, 6) Wh.' in nll the ages, Why, sir, whateyer professional rep-
of o she £ H‘%"‘"’k"‘ iyed  with | cent “in this one thing, was ltovd atstion I may enjoy, 1 would risk in
mi _ ﬁ g Here we have e hu?:o? gn ‘:tntho ' | & guarantee that, in mnety-nine ;:-
ncaeon & popish o . 930 G0 | ont. of a hundred, that n
&?ﬁ i d 4 e 10th. &éesme acqnnntad with & mp!ﬁinﬁ according to its “*Be | ?ﬂl ::u thepuhent. Yonrh 4
: : y e ‘Jm |mode? Romss Catiivlios to uﬁ'r man is one of those whose system
sparkle like *lao jewels in tho _ vof the 'Ioﬂlhw 00 ority from the will not receive morphine ; you will
and help m:hup th | in-the evening. - ‘tnyes for sprinkling for baptism; théy | 1,,ve.t0 give him something else, ot
I A8 Tonctome mw[ﬁmhm.“m' confess the “‘&' s Mlﬁrm his disease will continue its ravages.
e & | thority on the Chureh. | What the remedy can be is beyond

,; batT smalk neonven- native Gluh.‘m;@nmbﬂ my art.” .
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