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SECOND QUARTER, 1883.
Lesson X.—June 3.

AT ANTIOCH.
[Acts 13: 13-16, 43-52)

13. Now when Paul and his company loosed
from Paphos, they came to Pﬂ"ﬂ?lnp%ﬁ:-
and John departing from them returned wo
salem

14 But when they departed from Perga, they
came to Antioch in Pisidia, and went into the
synagogue on the Sabbath-day and sat down,

15. And after the reading of the law and the

the rules of the sent unto
them, saying, Ye men and brethren, if ye have
any word of exhortation for the people, say on.

18. Then Paul stood up, and i with
his hand nid:_lm of lsrael, and ye that fear
Gaod, give audience.

43 Now when the tion wasbroken up,
many of the Jews and religious proselytes follow-
ed Paul and Barnabas; who, i to them,
persuaded them to continue in the grace of God.

#. And the next sabbath-day came almost the
whole city together 1o hear the word of God

45. But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they

were filled with envy, and spake against those
things which were spoken by Paul, contradicting
and blaspheming.
48. Thea P‘::l‘la.nd Barnabas waxed bold, and
said, It was necessary that the word of God
should first have becen spoken to you: but seeing
ye pat it from you, and judge yourssives unworthy
of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles,

[47. For so hath the Lord commanded ‘s, say-
ing, I have set thee 10 be a light of the Gentiles,
that thou shouldest be for a salvation unto the
ends of the earth.

43. And when the Genti es heard this, they were
glad, and glorified the word of the Lord: and
as many as were ordain-d to eternal life believed.

49. And the word of the Lord was published
throughout all the region ]

50. But the Jews stirred the devout and hon-
orabls women, and the chief men of the city and
raised persecution against Paul and Bammabas, and
expelled them out of their coasts.

51. But they shook off the dust of their feet
against them, and came into lconium.

52. And the disciples were filled with joy, and!
with the Holy Ghost.

GOLDEN TEXT.

‘‘And the word of the Lord was publish-
ed throughout all the region.”

HOME STUDIES.
M. The Lesson,_....Acts 13: 13-18, 43-52.
T. Paul's S¢rmon,...........Acls 13: 1731,
W. Paui's Sermon, . ..oaan... Acts 23: 32 42.
T. Jews First.......... .. Rom. 9: 1-16.
F. Turoing to Gentiles ....... Isa. ch. 42.
B Wleokion, . cieuivvuniows v Eph. 1:114.
8. Parpose and Promise,...John 6: 35-47.

(From the Baptist Teacher.)
THE LESSON.

BY EDWARD 8 TAYLOR, D. D.

ANALYSIS.

1. FirsT SABBATH IN ANTIOCH. 13186, 43.

1. We note the progress of this first mis-
sionary journey from Paphos to Perga;
John's deféction aad return; Paul and Bar-
nabas go to Antioch.

2. Their modest entrance into the syna-

ogue: the courteous invitation to speak;

aul responds Mark the facilities afford-
ed by the prevalence of synagogues, for the
epread of the gospel. )

3. The effects of Paul's sermon; invited
tospeak again next Sabbath; “many’ de
siring further instruction; these exhorted
to “'continue in the grace of God.”

11. Tee Becoxp SABBATH. 44-52,

1. A great crowd ‘‘to hear the word of
God”; \mis exciles the envy of the Jews;
and opposition to the Word.

2. The response of the apostles; the gos—
pel offered first 10 the Jew; Lhe rejecter of
Christ condemns himself; turoing to the
Gentiles; this, 1n obediesce to the com-
mand of God in the Old Testamen!; the
gospel meant fer '‘the vnds of the earth.”

3. The Genuiles glad; sovereign and elect-
ing grace; the joyful converts spreading
the Word throughout all that region.

4, Persecutien through the great ones of
the city ; the missionaries expelled; the
converis rejoicing in the midst of perseca-
tion, being flled with the Holy Ghbost.

NOTES.

V. 18. Paul and his company. —Former]
it was Burpabus apnd Seul; but bencefort
Paul is the leader. Perga of . amphilia —
Pamphilia was ove of the soutbern pro-
vinces of Asia Minor. on the ecast of the
Mediterranean; and Perga was at this t'me
its capital, situsted on tbe river Cestrus,
about seven miles inland frem the sea
From Paplios, in Cyprus, to this poiat, the
missionary ship sailed Northwest. Here
the apostles landed, but apparently made
no stay. It is noticed that bere Jonn Mark
(see v. 5 of lust lesson) left them, returaing
to Jerusalem. The reasons are not given;
but whatever they were, they were deemed

panion in the work (xv. 38)
sugeested that Mark msy have beep jeal-
ous for his Kinsman, Barnabas, who started
out as leader, but was soon overshadowed

by Paul. In after times Mark regained
Paul's faver. See Col 4:10; IL Tim. 4:11.

Vs 1416. Leaving- Paul and Bar-
nabas came to Antioch in .—The rea-

son for not tarrying st Perga is thought to
o e people were leaving ihe plaias for
that the were g

the mokp::.!’;hhndl- Pisidia was the pro-
vince directly north of Pamphylia, and An-
tioch at its extreme nonh;a:‘ point; so ghat
their journey was some eighty or oue hua-
.dred miles, sad through s region of rugged
mountain passes, where rivers swollea by
g melting snows eften swept the roads, and
i where highwaymen lurked. The :ml
I of waters” (rivers), and * perils of rol "
@ of IL Cor. 11: 26, may refer to this jour
i  Pisidis, so called to

| splendors of

§ U

again the next Sabbath; and when thé con-
many of the Jeows

ﬁuiog was dismissed,
Je them —de-

religious proselytes
sirlng further instruction. These. the apos-
tles lo continue in the grace of
—Not trusting to their obedience of
the law, butl solely in the righteousness of

Cc

Va 44, 45. Paul's sermon becomes the
town talk; and, no doubt, during the week
mm-uui l.nﬂuh: thelxord m had
opportanity. ence, nezt -day
—the whole city turned out to hear them.
Envy —Jeslousy. The old spirit of exciu
*ivism ok alarm, as the Jews saw the
Gentiles coming t0 hear the good news
Conitradicting and blaspheming —Thev em
ployed denounciation sod sveers, and slan-
derous words for arguments.

us that which foliows, and to do it in the
fuce of the self-nghieous company It was
necessary, ete. Teo the Jew first (Rom. 1:

16). 8o Christ communded (Luke 24:47)

Put it (thrust it) frem gou.— Disdsining o
be saved through tbhe righicousness eof
another, and escorning a salwvation which
others may share. Judge pourselves un-
worthy of ererlasting life. —By rejecling the
only way of life. q‘he sinner’s sct 1o re-
jecting Christ, 18 his self pronounced con-
demnation; for *“‘there is none olher pame."
We turn to the Gentiles —The flist formal
declaration of salvation as handed over
the heathen. 8o hath ths Lord commanded.
—This turning away from the Jecw to the
Gentile was neot from an impulse of anger,
but wss in obedience to prophecy (lsa

4%6). They bere a world-wide gospel,
which must go o the end of the carth.

Ve. 48, 48. There was joy amobng the
Gentiles, though nut all of them received
the truth. As many as were ordained fo
eternal life belizved. —So, also, New Version.
and the Version of the Bible Uniem. It
cannot be construed to mean a&lf-uppointed
— as those that marshaled o go
in the way of life. It refers 1o Him who
rxovu the heart sod mlnddtoifuith sccord-
ng to his own purpose and electing grace.
published (spread). By the new cean-

verts.

Vs. 50-53, Devout.—Called 80 because
they were Jewish proselytes. Honorable,.—
Referring to their sccisl raok, as, perbaps,
wives of the chizf men of the city, who join-
ed with them in the perseculion against
Paul and Barnabas. Sheok off the dust—
as Christ commanded (Mat. x. 14) The
disciples.—At Antioch, who sbared in the
persecution. Filled with joy.—In the midst
of their suffering for Corist's sake; the
cause being that they were fill:d with the
Holy Ghost.

SUGGESTED LESSONS,

1. There is hope for the backslider, as
before seen in Peter's case, and now in John
Mark's. Though he ran away from duty
at Perga, he lived to write a Gospel, and to
be *‘profitable for the ministry,” (LL Tim.
4:11.)

2. Yet it is dangerous to make ene mis-
step in the Christian course; and we should
heed Psaul's exhortation to *‘coniinus inthe
grace of God.”

3. We have, in this Lesson, another il-
lustration of the truth that ‘“‘envy is the
rotienness of the bones. (Prov. 14: 30)

4. To spesk plain and unpleasant truth
to & congregation, sometimes requires as
much Loldness now as in Paul’s day.

5. Every unbeliever passes the judgment
of condemnatien upon bhimself. The judg-
ment of the last day will but confirm it.

6. Let us bless God for a salvation meant
for *‘the ends of the earth”; aud let us do
our best to send it there; for our religion is
of such a pature that ‘‘the more we cXxport,
the more we have at heme.”

7. The “*hoporsble women,” and ‘‘chief
men of the city,” were nol ameny the con
verts, “Nout many wise men, nol maD
mighty. net many noble sre called. Bee L.
Cor. 1: 2628,

8. A rehigion which can fill the beart with
joy even in tbe midst of persecutions, is be-
yond all price.

i
ON THE HOLY SPIRIT.

BY FRED W. EASON.

——

As fully, as spacc permitted, 1
spoke, in my last article, on the per
sonality of the Hcrlgl Spirit and made
some reference to His work. He 1t
was who brooded over chaoe—who
moved upon the face of the waters,
and ount of confusion brought order,
«ut of darkness brought light; and
He, with the Father and the Son,
made man in the Divine image to be
at once & priest and & servant in the
temple of natare.

But this was not all, nor has He
ceased from his working. Unto Him
has been committed all the affairs of
Providence, and be i:dnow the active

vernor of this world. :
‘@Wo are informed in the Holy Bible
that God has given unto Jesus Christ
the management of this world * *
“The Father has committed all
things unto the Son.” Bat Jesus
dces not govern in his own person.
He bas ascended to the right band of
the Father where he ever liveth to
make intercession for his ssints; and
is no longer on the earth. And Me
has entrusted sll the management of
the world to the Holy Spirit, who is
bis equal in all things. :

“ Nevertheless I w:tg thau-nt’h; g 1;
expedient for you that I go away: Zor

not a the Cemforter will not come
0 m?mn-lm I will send him
N AAS whén he' 18 come, be will reprove
the world of sin, and of teousmess, and
of judgment.”—Juno. 16:7, 8. j
~ All this has come to pass. Christ
has returned to heaven and amid the
‘eternity is sitting on his
and this earth is
“the Holy Bpirit,
is under his gov-
t; and oot
safe

nni-

7
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device of Satan blights and curses
another, and commupism, with a
bundred other forms of evil, 1s
spreading far and pear all over our
land; and sometimes one trembles as
he sees te prevalence of these thin
But really there is no occasion for
alarm. Bleassed be His name. the
Holy Ghost is here, ruling and over
ruling. He has come from heaven to
whtch over homun affairs, and he is a
sleepless, ever vigilant, omoipotent
gentinel. All the multitndinous eir-
cumstances which make up human
existence are controlled by Him, and
the de-tinies of Christ’s people are in
his almighty hands. This 18 the dis-
pensation of the Holy Spirit.

What lse? Why #8 1t was in cre-
ation, »s it is in providence, 8o is it
i the kingdom of gruce. Everything
in this kirgdim depends on bhim.
“No man can sav 'hat Jesu< 18 the
Liwrd, but by the Holy Ghost.” (1 Cor.
12:3). ** I any man oave not the
Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.”
(Rom. 8:9). The Father decrees re-
demption; the Sin procures it; the
Holy Spirit apphes it. He is the in-
fallible physician who takes the
pecic us balm of Gilead and applies it
to our souls and without bis applica-
tion of that balm there is no hope.

PRAY FOR THE SPIRIT.

Standing upon an eminence on
which he had been statioued the
prophet gazed down the lonely val-
ley which stretched before him. 1t was
as silent almost us the yrave and not
a living being could be seen. Yet, a
very saddening spectacle was there
presented. The valley was full of
buman bones. Upon the ground,as far
a8 Ezekiel’s eyes could reach, human
bones were scattered and piled heaps
upon heaps—bone scattered, pell,
mell, in every direction and bleached
and withered and dry and samas
things. Once that valley had been
the theatre of a tremedous conflict,
and armed mer had thronged its
grass grown plain. Once those crags
had echoed with the clash of swords
and hattle axes, and had resounded
with the shout of battle, and the wail--
ings of the wounded and the agonized
screams of the dying as they fell. Lafe
and death had met there in dreadful
collision and death had won the ficld,
but long since nad the struggle ended,
and all was motionless and still
Sommer had esucceeded enmmer
since that bloody time, and winter
had followed winter with dremching
rains, and many a year had passed,
and the unburied dead had moulded
away—naught remained bat bleached
and withered and marrowless bones.
Mournful sight! ‘¢ I'ne brands still
rested in their btony hands.” With
‘unspeakable emotions the prophet
guzed upon them. And presently
there.came a question etartling and
amazing to him: * Son of man, can
these dry boues live ?” And then
there csme a comman | sull more
startling: **Say unto the e bones:
O sye dry bones, hear the Word of
the Lord. Behold [ will cau-e breath
to come unto you, and ye shall live;
and 1 wili lay sinews upon you, and
will bring flesh upon you, and cover
you with ekin.”  Obedient the
prophet spoke, aud lo! st once there
wus a strange and awful movement
s that valley ot death. Boune came
to its fellow bone with miraculous
mot.on; bove cresping 1o its fellow
bone. And then the fl-sh began to
appuar and bulge and form, acd the
red sinews began to assume shap;
and soun over every form the skin
spresd 1t8«lf, and buman beings
cuvered the ground. But they were
all dead men—mute—motionless—
[coid. Shuddering the prophet looked
and as he looked another mandate
sounded: ““Prophesy unto the wind
Son of man and say; thus saith the
Lord: Come from the four winds
O breath and breathe upon these
slain and they shall live.” And
scarcely had the echoes of the
prophet’s voice anbai@ed, when down
vhe valley the quickening agent sfread
—unseen, but swifter than the light-
ening’s flash, He fanned those cold
and pallid faces and immediately they
became glowing and warm. He kissed
those icy lips and breathed into those
nostrils the breath of life, and cver
corpse sprang up full of health an

life. That yision symbolized the
Spirit’s work. See Ezekiel 37:11,-
12, 13, 14.

Yes, yes. Born of the Spirit is
every one who has an intérest in Je-
sus Uhrist, as much' so born as the
living child is born of his mother.
“ Except s man be born of the Spirit,
'he cannot see the kingdom of G-os.” I
am well enongh aware of the saying
that 18 written: ‘““Of His owa will be-
yat be ns with the word of truth.”
There are some le in the world
‘who wrest that Scripture and make it
mean that the truth is the sole actor
or ageut in & man’s conversion and
they fly off into a tremendous passion
it any denies their declaration..
‘We need not be frightened for with
all their abuse, they cannot burt. any-
£ u-mz:.n suffer ourselves

isled. It ie nw word be-
“begat with it. God’s.

of the Holy Spirit. 'Without him to
apply the truth, to open the eyes of
our minds, and to enable us savingly
to understand the thiogs that are
therein, the Bible is a dead letter.

PRAY FOR THE SPIRIT.

I repeat. Every one in the king-
dom g“born of the Spirit.  More.
Every one converted is quickened —
i.e.—made alive from nis death in
trespasscs and sins by the power
of this same Spirit; as much so as the
dead Lazaros was when he came out
of the tomb in obedience to tha
omupipotent summons of the Son ¢
G.d. Adoption into the divine fam-
ily and reconciliation unto God—
the life of faith and fellowship with
the Father—justification and sll that
flows from the atonement of Jesus——
even the vnal glorification of the
saint, and his entrance into heaven,
comes through the operation of the
Divine and Eternal Spirit.

How solemnly empbatic are the
declarations of the Bivle on this sub-
ject. We are all of ignorant as well
us erring ereatures, and like Pnilip
not knowing the way heavenward, we
need to be instructed. It isthe Spirit
who instructs. (Jno. 16:13, 14). We
need to be led. ¢‘As many as are
led by the Spirit of God, they are the
sons of God.” (Rom. 8:14). We de-
gire to please our Father who is in
heaven, ‘ They thatare in the flesh
cannot please God, but they that are
in the Spirit.” (Rom. 8:8). We come
sometimes with a great sense of want
but being nnable to frame our peti-
tions— ‘““we know not what we should
pray for as we ought.” Notw thstand-
ing we do ask, and although it is in
broken utterances, and with a stam-
mering, faltering tongue, tne bleas-
ing comes; because ‘‘the Spirit him-
self maketh intercession for us with
groanings which cannot be uttered.”
(Rom. 8:26).

Why, the distinguishing badge of
the faithful followers of Jesus, that
by which they are known in heaven
and recognized on earth as the sons
of God and heirs of promise is the
possession of the Sp'rit, from whom
spring all their strength, all their
graces, all their accomplishments, all
their beanty, all their joys. Withont
Him they would be poor and miser-
able and blind and naked, groping
in the darkness and finding no light.
He 18 to them what refreshing show-
ers are to the thirsty earth, causing
them to be fruitful in every goo
word and work and he gives them
beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for
mourning and the garment of praise
for the spirit of heaviness, All the
rejoicing which they experience in
prospect of the blesseduess at the
Father’s right hand proceeds from
Him for he alene gives them earnests,
refreshing foretastes of the glory
which istocome. Hedwellzin them
as a connsellor and guide, porifying
them by his s«nctifying grace and
making them meet for the inheritance
above. He is the Comforter as Jesus
said he would be. He streogthens
aud helps those who are cast down,
and even faith itself degenda upon
him—ag it i8 written: ‘“ No man can
gay that Jesus is the Lord duf by the
Holy Ghost.”

Evea this is not all. Some may
wonder what more there can be.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost more yet re.
muins. We have 1aid away some of
vur loved to moulder in the ground;
an1 gometimes, as we think about
them, a croshing senae of loss presses
on onr heartsa. hey were precious,
very precious to us but that availed
not. Thev loved Cbhrist also and
were loved by him. Yet the arrow
of the last enemy laid them low and
now their bodies are covered over
with the sod of the grave; and may-
‘bap we have gone there many a time
and mourned and longed that they
might speak to us again. Then the
thonght comes frequently to us that
we also must lie down in the ground
and the dusty seal of death be on us.
All this cannot but make us sad and
looked at by itself it is as dark as a
starless night. We need not so look
at it. The work of the Holy Spirit
reaches even the dismal grave and de-
spoils even it of its power.

** But if the Bpirit of him, that raised up
Jesus from the dead, dwelldiuou, he that
reised up Christ from the shall also
quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit
that dwelleth in you.”’—Rom. 8:11.

Part of His work is the resurrec-
tion. To not only our souls docs He
apply the salvation which Christ pro-
cured, but to our bodies also, and
throb:ﬁh his agency shall death be
robbed of every trophy.

Glorious Spirit ! . How grand, how
gracious, how comprehensive is his
work-——it covers all the way and meth-
odboof' salvation, d_Woabebo ;Igst-one
who igsores or’ llpcrlgel im; or
who exalts even Christ above him.

. Reader have you received the Holy
Spirit ? It is madness to put aside
‘the question as a tmc unimportant.
| On it bheaven or depends, As
.one has as truly as so'emuly smg:
* Soon every other distinction will
fade away but that which is created

is not the efficient cause n re- | by the jonof : :
2 y means. I itis, | ly the possession of the Holy Spirit.

In the day whick awuits ns all,
thé . % i Ao g
: be sealed ;- our.

ion . of eternity wmust depend upon
the avswer to the awful question:
“! Have ye received the Holy Ghost
If we have never known him-—if we
have despised religion wunder the
uname of fanaticism and lsoghed at
His work as the effervercence of un-
thusmasm—ualimited daration will be
the period assigned to lament our
folly and bewail the consequences of
our terrible delusion. - Without the
Spirit of the living God, we are dead
—~irrevocably dead—dead for time

and dead for eternity,
: T

oyl RUNNING OFF A PASTOR.

I have read P’s article on this sub-
ject, in which he evidently intends
to blame the churches for the brie?
stay of such tors. My advice to
tce churches is, by all means let such
pastors go and don’t grieve after
them.

What could the churches do 1n
thig matter I should like to know?
Take & church of 600 members and—
city charches with brilliant preachers
will average more than that—and if
350 of that number are wise enongh
to know that the pastor needs to study
bard snd must have unbroken time
to study in, it is a8 much as can be
expected of average people. And the
people are exceptional if 550 are con-
siderate enough not to think they can
g0 to him whenever they have clinreh
business on hand, though of course
it won’t do for every body to do it.
Now what are the 550 wise and
thoughtful ones to do with the fift
unwise and selfish ones? Who thin{
it is the preacher’s business to see
them whenever it pleases them go?
Suppose it had been my pastor whom
the sisier went to about the Temper-
ance meeting in his study hours, in-
stead of his office honr as she ought
to have done of course. What could
I 1o about 1t?

Ought I to leave my business and
go staud at the door of the church
below with a club, and brain those
who wish to go up to the study?
Sbhall I secure a ferocious dog and
turn him loose in the church yard.
chaining him up during office hours?
T.iere are bound to be at least fifty
11 every church whoean't be tanght
sense when sense contravenes their
wishes. Suppose I give up my busi-
ness and stand on guard for the
preacher, doesany body think I couid
stop one of that fifty by simple reas-
oning? The answer would be, *“The
pastor doesn’t belong to you, o long
us he sees me if I go to his study,
you've got no business to interfere.”
And 8o long as the preacher does see
them f they go what answer can I
make? Oan’t P. see the absurdity of
talking as 1f the churches were to
blame for the interruptions or could
iD ANy WAy prevent them?

But the paster himself can prevent
them very easily. All he needs is a
little restraint on his cariosity, a lit-
tle bravery not to care if he gives of-
fence when doing his duty, and a lit.
tle feeling of responsibility to his
Muster, to make the best use of the
talents entrusted to his care. Give
him those three things and he can
easily pat a stop to the interruptions
He will simply put the announcement
of his office hour at the out side door
of the chuwch, lock that door alter
him—lock his study door also and
study 1n peace. There may be a
knocking all day long down stairs for
a few days, but up 1n his stody be
won’t hear it, and when the fifty find
he is resolute in this thing, they’ll
quit going except in the hour he de-
gigas for visitors. Dr. Albert Barnes
used to lock the gate of the tall iron
fence iu front of his charch in Phila-
delphia. He maintained himself as
pastor there for—wasn’t it fifty years?
and found time to do an immense
amount of writing besides. Let other
pastors follow his example—the
remedy is in their dwn bands.

‘T'he trouble with some men is th
bave too much curiosity. ' TIf they
bear a knock they wonder who it is
and what he wants—they want to
know you know. Such men should
loek the gate or a door so far off they
can’t hear the knocking. But the
chief trouble is want of courage. It
is amazing the number of moral
cowards there are in this world—it is
amazing too, the number of pious
names men can give moral cowardice
to commend it to their consciences, A
pastor who goes without one thought
of his danger into the midst of pesti-
lence, or who can face a pistol with-
out chauge of color or quiver of eye-
lash will shrink in cowardice from
the anger of one whom hé does not
respect even, and neglect his duty for
fear of giving offense. He won’t lock
‘his doors and be resolutely deat for
fear some one will be angry. And
yet he will acknowledge that his duty
to his Master, to himself, and to the
work at his studying—but this sister
with a complaint or that good brother
with a suggestion' will be angry at

550 sensible members, require him to |

‘being..shng. out and will abuse - the |
pastor to othera and mske a dsturb-

Ejtiegl and condoled with, such a name
r his motive is supposed to more than
make up for neglected daty. It 1s
- anpleasant to be disliked aod talked
about, especially to those whose self-
esteem has been nourished by much
adulation. Popularity is dear to any
man’s hedrt, but to make the most of
bis time for the Master’s service is
none the less imperative duty.
But the probability is that after a few
weeks of tearful twlling every body
“how the pastor wouldn’t see me
when I had something so important
to say,” the fifty will subside and for-
get their grevances, If they don’t,

man who 18 bidden to endure hard-
ness and to carry his cross after Jesus
to be crucified upon?

Every Southern boy is tanght from
his cradle that cowardice is shame-
ful in & man; let our boys be taught
also that moral cowarlice—that
shrinking from doing what is right
and best for fear of anger or abus2 is
more shameful still; and let this be
especially emphagized 1n our Theo-
logical Seminaries. That is begin-
ning to cure the evil at the bottom.
But there is another trouble with
some of the ablest and most eloquent
of our pastors. They are too anxious
to make every sermon a model of
thonght and rhetoric as well as of
Gospel truth, They bestow more
labor on one sermon than they can
afford. It is impossible for them to
prepare two such sermous a week for
years in succession. One of the finest
things I ever heard in the pulpit was
from quite a young man—it was gos-
pel-full and thonght-fall and every
word of it a8 polished asGray’s Elegy.
He told a friend of mine that he was
three months preparing that sermon.
Now he had no right to do that--he
ought to have put no more trme than
he could afford and ]yet prepare two
sermons 8 week. It iso’t love for
souls nor Jesus which makes s man
work in that way—a horse which has
fifty miles to go a day must not be
nrged o his highest speed the first
five. But in their ambition to be
eloquent and draw large congrega-
tions men who scorn clap trap and
are in earnest in preaching Christ
crucified, will yet sometimes be too
anxious to preach big sermons and
give vne effort more time that can bo
afforded. Such a man won’t stay
more than three or four years in a
church no matter how much good he
may be doing, nor how deveted that
church is to him.

Our church has learned a lesson
which will last for some years I think
and do it good. We had a pastor
very pious, very studious, very faith-
ful as a pastor, with wonderful tact
and executive ability. He was en-
tirely sound in doctrine and many
souls were converted under hisminis-
try. The congregation built up but
slowly; however the growth was per-
manent, they came to stay. For our
pastor was not eloquent and no one
came to be entertained. Those who
came were diawn simply b{ the at-
tractive power of the Gospel of Christ
earnestly preached, and that held *
such as came thus to hear it. As I
raid our pastor wasn’t eloquent, nor
did he ever preach big eermons, nor
was the house crowded to hear him.
Aud when we heurd of the crowds
and the eloguence in other churches
which paid no larger salaries than we
did I admit we coveted our neighbors’
pastors. What was woree, some of ns
allowed our pastor to see it and he
left. Then we called one of the most
eloquent men in the denomination.
Don’t think that one of us would
sacrifice Gospel truth to any amount
of attractiveness. Our new pastor
was as simple and godly, as earnest
and faithful, as orthodox and as noble
in every respect as the old one. His
ministry was a8 much blessed and he
discbarged sll his pastoral duties with
as much tact and as great executive
ability. With all that his sormons
were marvels of fresh thought and
brilliant eloquence, Our large church
was crowded night and morning and
wi were in, a state of beatific delicht.
There wasn’t a single point in which
we could imagine & possible improve~
ment in our pastor and we were en-
thnnliasti-ci in our devotion. - One
brother alone opposed our calling him
in the first place because he %ever
stayed more thap three or four yeara
in a church and although a young
man still had already been pastor in a
dozen cities, and that brother still
shook his head. - He was as delighted
as the rest bat he said, “The pastor
won’s stick. Nomortal man not even
[ Spurgeon, could prepare two such
masterly sermons in one week.” He
was right. In four years our pastor
made some excuse and went on to
snother city, His successor while an
able, godly man was not so ¢l nt.
The: congregation dwindled. - We
ohristians ourselves had got too much
in the hubit of expecting tv be enter-
tained instead of thinking solely of
worshipping God and we showed the
feeling—the new rm r- feeling the
influences against him only stayed a
year. = Thie recond is gloomy a'd dis |
| couraged and we fear '?ill'};-ﬁ-.. It

what is & Little anger and abuse to a |

| yes, anxious to do so.
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Bro. Bailey. While there are live,
hard working Baptists in almost ev
ery section of the State, there is still
room for many more. There 18
preseing demand not only for a host o!
lay workers, but for preachers also. |
want to say just a fuw words abou!
the destitution in Eastern Oarolina.
and what I think are someof the rea
gons why it has so long continued,
and I{hj there is so little being door
to build up the intereat of our cause
wt;ereui't. is 80 weak. T'h?l sections I
refer to are more especially portions
%M_s;'tm, Edgecombe, Pitt, Beaufort,

Vashington, Hyde,and Pamlico coun
ties. It has been but a short while
gince I first learned how weak the
Buptists are in these places. Although
I donot know all about these places, |
know that church influence there is
80 weak that it is disiressing to think
of. Not only is the Baptist cause
weak, but in some scctions referred
to there is little religions influence of
any kind. But it is especially piin-
ful to note how little the Baptists are
doing down there. In Martin county
there are only 4 Baptist churches; in
Pitt 3; in Beaufort 2; in Washington
2; in Edgecombe 1; in Green 1; in
Hyde none; in Pamlice none.

Dr. Huffham said: ““There is not a
Baptist charch between Pautego and
Liverpool.” This much about the
real condition of these sections. Now
& few worde as to why the destitution
continues. Of course it takes preach-
ers to boild up such places. The first
reason, then, for our limited influence
theie is @ want of preachers. The
second reason is, the Buptists in the
more fortunate portions of the State
do not know the real state of affairs
in the East. The third reason is,
those who do know about it, both
laymen and ministers, ministers « «pe-
ciully, are too little concerned abnut
laboring in these hard places. These
places are hard indeed. But they
m:y be possessed by earnest, faithful
work. ‘There is evidently & disposi
tion on the part of many of the mia-
isters to look for the easy places. an
leave the hard ones to be worked up
by some one else or not worked up .t
all. Some from the mountsing und
the middle section of the State will
say, perhaps, that it is not healthful in
the East, and they might get sick and
die down there. The people in some
of these sections who have never at
tended Sunday School and who ¢el-
dom hear the goepel die too. I don™t
mean to compluin at the ministers,
but I think some of them coanld do
more good in some of these lower
counties than where they are. I no-
tice that Rev. O. W. Bcarborough has
bad a call to Elizabeth Cicy but has
declined.  Brother Scarborough i«
preaching near Wake Forest, where
the atmosplere is already holy as
compared with some sections he
might have a chance to work in if he
were down Eaat. We ueed good, able
men to build up destitute sections

¢ is often the case that illiterat:
preachers are sent to build np desti
tute places. This is & mistake some-
times, especially when the most in-
telligent influence is against us in
these places. How many young
preachersat Wake Forest now? There
are about 30 I suppose. Many of them
spend their vacation in having good
times and holding revivals with
churches that are doing well and have
gtod pastors, Oan't some of these

rethren be induced to go down 1n
these sections and work during next
vacation? I think they would rejoice
in it afterwarda. I was present at
the Roanoke Union held at Paotolus,
an account of which [ expected to have
seen in the RECORDER before now.
There was no church organized there
naotl the 5th Sanday in April. The
Roanoke Union has built a perfect
little gem of a house there. Dr. Haf-
ham organized the church and then
preached the Dedicatory Sermon.
Bro. Carrick of Greenville has it in
charge, and the outlook there is en
couraging.
- Oaonot something be done to send
more Baptist preachers into Eastern
Carolina. E E. Hituiago

Bootiand Neck, May 14, 1883,
e e

HOW CAN MINISTERIAL STUDENTS
SPEND 1HEIR VACATIONS TO
THE BEsT ADVANTAGE!

There are forty of these at Wake
Forest. I wonder if they all have
work for the next vacation ?

““The only way to learn to preach
is to preach.” Then, thess young
men ought to preach some during
each vacation,. They are willing—-
Their work is
reeded in many places in our Stute
Whose business 18 it to bring iese
willing laborers into the needy ficl.i« ¥
See Acts 11:2226. Tie paslors.
Let every pasior who can give work
and pecuniary help either dircetiv or
indirectly, - write ‘at once to Prof,
Royall and sccare his man. Tuis
will help the young men. ‘I'hey wiil
grow as preachers, gain prictical ex-
perience ia pastoral work and maike
some money. (s thing which presch
ers, especinlly while students, find 1L
e ke ok i b
College W) ure
imbedded 1o thea {in8 of the peo

and good pay to all the. Semin
students who will accept it,‘ud':lr{
natural result, uun& these young
men locate there. entucky, I see,
has taken the hint. So muoch the better
for Kentucky and SBouth Oarolina. So
much the worse for us. Let us keep
every good man in North Carolina
we bly can and bring in every

good one from abroad.

Fraternally,
_ W. L. WriGHT.
Hillsboro, N. C., May, 16, 1883.

T
IMMORTALITY.
Tt A g e

bm{hm of 1ife,

and man became & lving soul.

—~Gen, i1: 7.

In well nigh every heart there is an ach-
ing void and an earnest, ccaseless yearn-
Ing for an indescribable something, to
complete our cup of happiness, that no
¢ondition in lile can su;lagly. l“EEersol's
eulogy at the grave of a nd ilst re-
glete with human eloquence and learning,

but ‘*as rounding brass or tinkling sym-
bol,” because of the absence of one aweet
note, and a golden link, which binds heart
to heart, even though death may Intervene.
When rose-tint lips shall fad

And volces sweet are hush'd,
Heneath the solemn shade

Hope's 1ittle bud Is crush'd—
The gulding star that shone so bright,

Imparung life and biiss,
Is blotted out In hopealess night,
And naught Is left save th' impress of

The last fond, holy kiss,
whose ineffuble aweetness still lingers upon
our lips. Oh, when we looked for the last
time lnto the lovellt eyes of our darling,
and bowed low, eager to catech the heay-
enly cadence of the tender volee, whose
bood-bye whisperings seemed but the soft,
sweet euphony of supernal musie,
And o'er the stream of sighs and tears
That mark the long and weary years,
Each sweet refraln comes banck ngaln,
To sooLlhe and heal the parting pain,

we felt that there is a nnmeless somethin
within us which reaches out beyond thﬁ
mortsl habitatlon; a mysterions power
which dulls the Keen edge of bereavement,
binds up aud heals the wounded heart;
Impart« a new and brighter radiunce to the
limp of hupe; diffuseth a transplendant
hilo around the coll chambers of the
tomb, wod e¢ven robs death of is tempora-
ry vietory ! What Is it, and from whenge
toes it come? Men have striven for hun-
dreds and even thousands of yeurs to find
umong themselves, and all the extraneous
natural phenomena by which they were
environed, a eatlsfactory cause, and all
their vflorts have utterly fulled. Perbaps
Ingersol would call It Instinet. Then, 1t
it be but the insatlable yearnings of In-
stinct, why is It that the troublrd waters
never become tranquil, bat in dull, tortur-
ing monotony, are forever beating agalnst
the everlasting rocks of diseontent? and
why are loving faces and haleyon scenes
ot happier days forever beaming forth
from memory's mirror? Is it to mock onr
mirery? Whence ecame the universal
vearning for the missing link? or why the
bud, if there shull be no dlsom ?  Why this
loathlng, shrinking from, anuihilation,
coupled with a constant, pertenacious
grasping Iuto futurity—having all that
earth can give of luxury and ease, and yet
uns:tisfl-d®  Ah, flnite have sought of and
among the finite to =olve the Influite prob-
lem, and failing, have denled the fact be-
cause, unalded by a higher light than res-
son, they could not understand the man-
pner and the how of it. Saplent minds,
presidiog over sinful natures, have ever
and are still Ignoring and dJenying divine
truths, because here and there something
geems mysterious, or does not seem in con-
sonance with the frivoilties and baneful ap-
petites and pascions of the unregenerate hu-
man heart. Hence, they have rejected the
only true light—Divine Truth—and are
groplnr in the dark wilderness of fietlon,
mythology, su tition and blinded finite
reason, to find the Inestimable jewel, the
panacea for all the wotinds of sln—the Im-
mortality and future happiness of the soul
—which alone can satisfy the demands of
our higher, spiritual natures. *God
breathed inte the nostrils of man.”” Then
itis the warm life-glving breath of the
Great Elohim. All that was human, or
rather mortal, about man was created be-
fore the iustillation of the Diviue Breath
which qualifiel man for absolute tem-
ral dominlon over all the perishable ob-
rc‘::h by whieh he was surrounded. It was
the infusing of a super-human prineiple
that should impart to this frail, feeble ani-
mality a new, h gher nature, co-existent
with the eternal Father. Andhere lies the
Indelible line of demarkation between the
man and the brute, Where this God-like
attribute Is eschewed, the euloglum of an
Ingersol would be as app te at the
fnve of a faithful as al that of a man,
or even dor linve natural traits that make
them oseful and even lovable. But lu ref-
erence to the law of mortality, through
which we witness the decay of all natural

forces, **as the one dieth =o dieth the other
As God never “breathed Into the noatrils
of brutes, nor made them ‘in his likeness, "
there is, therefore, an absence of this vital
principle which survives the dissolution of
nature, ** The epirit of the beast"—natar-
al, or physical vitality—** goeth dewnward
to the earth,” while * the spirit of man™'— _
the higher breath, or spiritual life—- th
ppward,” to Him who bresthed it, E:e!.
1ii: 21.

Despite the giddy and pernlelous
ries of skepticlm and infidelity, m
serve but to tiekle the vaulty and exteno- .
ate the evil [uclinations and lascivions de-
sires ol our depraved hearts, it §s this lm-
peristinble truth, permeaied by divine love,
and illustrited at the grave by which
the bereaved and weeplug Mary stood,
which muakes ns believe and FEEL that we
ghall meet agdln, us one by oue our loved
ones fall asleep in the blessed arms of JE-
8U8. We know that the livtle ones who
#0 clung to us in life, shall aguin entwine
their tiuy arms about our n and bold
up pure, angelle lips for us to just as
they wed to, only with the sweet ¢
sclvusness that there shall be no
parting. Thos assured, we can be
even nmid s:‘rmw‘ nn:l we can
sweet songs of redecming love even whilst
the poor, wounded heart is
Without this eure, immuotable




