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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSO
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THE FISST NIRACLE.
]oh_t 25 T-11.

INTRODUCTORY.

The miracle which is the

this lesson, is recorded
_as he wrote after the

ply some incidents which. they
A< the first of the.
works which J
terest. The story shows that: . @d- Ty
was not a reeiuse or asoetio, but took 1
an intevest in the affaire of social life. -

“Thi nning of mirscles did
Cnnlo:‘a’llee. ‘and manifested
lory; and his disciples believed on him,

LA

THE LESSON.
1. JESUS AT A MARRIAGE FESTIVAL,

1. And the third day there was a Imui.u;n',-f ot 1
in Cana of Galilee; and the mother of Jesas-} mis

2, And both Jesus was called, and his dis- |
ciples, to the :

3. And when they wanted wine, the mather § 30 o1
of Jesus saith unto him, They have no wine. .

4. Jesus saith unto her, Woman what have .
I to do with thee ? mine hour is ot yot come.

5, His mother saith unto the servants, What-
soever he saith unto you do it.

1, 2. Third daoy.—From the calling
of Philip (1:48), and conversation with"
The interven
taken up with the journey
bara to Cana of Galilee, a distance of |
eighty or ninety miles. Our Lord
a busy life, and had no idle time.
Evangelist seems to keep a journal of
ocourrences. Marrigge —Geikie says
to Jewish eustom, the
ins took place om the

fourth of the week— Wednesday; andof
widows, on the sixth day, or Friday.
Cana.—Tradition points out Kefr Ken-
na, four.and a balf miles northwest of
Nazareth, asthe site of Cana. Mother

* «qf Jesus was there.—Sne was evidently
& relative or near friend of the family

is indieated by these words, and also
thefast of her giving command to
servants (v. 5). Jesus was called. —
invited. * His disciples.—Now five in
number, viz: Apndrew; Simon
Philip and Nathapael. They ware
yeot called to be apostles, but had begun |
to follow Jgsas. . 70 the marriage.—Or
to the magriage festival, which gener-
ally lasted seven or eight
3-5.— When they wanted wine.—Rev.
Ver., when the wine failed. Wine had
been prowided, but daring the protract-
ed feast became exhamsted. Suoch a
mishap would be,'to Eastern ideas of |'
tality, a calamity attended
mortificition to the host. |
The mother of Jesus said to him,—Evi-

dently she had "some idea, however
it might have been, that Jesus might
exert his power to.supply the deficisney,
if he would. Womagn.—Not a term. of
rebuke. kismse is consistent with the
utmost respect, as is seen in 19! .36,
where, on the cross Jesus says, “* Wo-
man, behold thy son!”
do with thee 3—Literally, What iz there
tothee and to me ? A gentle intimation
that she was not to trench on his divine
power, or to dietate when he should
He did not, how-
ever refuse to do anything in the case.
Mine haur 18 nat yet come.—Perhaps
the miracle, and
the-wine may not have been, as yet, en-
tirely-exhanstdd. P
enter upon his

Nathanael. time was |

wedding of

What have I to

perform a miracle.
the-time to

blie istry, which
wutobem. odﬂthmluo;:l _
rate,  snbjection which gave
is mother at Nazareth, did not ex-
tend to his mission as the Messiah.
Whatsoeger ke
command of
indicates two things:
in a position of anthori
2. That she entertaiged
that Jesus would interpose.

I1.:TeE M1RACLE WROUGHT.

6. And there were set theresix wale
stone, after the manner of the purifying of
the Jews, contaiping two or three firking

ﬂary to 'gﬁe

expectation

7. Tesus saith unto them, Fill the water-
And they filled them up to

8. And he saith nota them, Draw ot aow,-
and bear unto the.gevespor of the fsast. And.
of thedeast bad tasted
the water that was made wine. #apd knew aot
whence it was, (but the  serwants which deew
the water knew,) the governor of, dha feast
called the bridegroom,

10, And saith unto him, ‘Ev
beginning deth set forth wine; andwhen
mep have well drenk, |
worse: but thou hast kept.the goodwine. :upe:

pots with water,
9. When the ruler,

mau-at the.
that, which .is

sels; with the dregs. remaining.

could be ne- deee ¢ dn'this miracle.” | |

about eight and
gallons. The whol
in the 'six w

aterpota )
. one hundred to one hndndn&

lations of the

hes! .—‘;il':;toh.nonhnm
& water a "lﬂ-, .
tle item show ¢ ]
Governor

immediate, 1t.mesths SOFeIROR'S 4
to taste each new lot of mige, and
the food. Kmnew not

bﬁq’. and he gave  th
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¢ otherSoatheast. The ome here is
the best in the State with 450 students.
e have a population of about 6,000
with 15 cburches, white and colored,
apd three publie city schools.
The Missouri Pacifle Railroad runs
through owr eity, as we are between St,
Louis and Kansas City, 66 miles east
e latter. Just at this time we are
ving the ‘‘big” styike, nothing on the
but. four mail and passenger trains
ery twenty-four /hours; no telling
hen or where it will end.
| This is a fine agriculiuzal and stock
growing county., We have fine mineral
jngs oge mile from the court house,
‘the finest stone goarry in the State
two miles of the court house, employ-
g 400 hands, The Rev. Sam. Jones of
the noted preacher in the
ath Church South, is to hold
tings here before long. The under-
ing is, it is not tobe a Methodist
eeting, but it is expected that all the
urches are to be benefited, as in 8t
: , where 1 believe the Baptists
reaped the largest harvest.
I am now in my third year as pastor
the Baptist flock of Warrensbarg and
e my flfeld and work very munch, my
- ¢ seem much encouraged. Dr.
oolfolk asgisted me in a meeting, be-

After nearly a year spent in Davie
cpunty, I feal like emphasizing some
things sald in my article to the RECOR-
DER in June last; of eourse I have seen
more of the country, and the people,
apd have experienced more of the con-
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FOREIGN MISBIONS.

A Srrmon by Rev. A. D, Cohen, Pastor
Smithvelle (N. C.) Baptist Church.

fined tn“p pﬁgag:n the S ld.-
its to promulga-
the 3 pel among the heathen of
hn£- yet it lrnuz conflned to
ds in its practical appli-

( et
e
dation to those in other

e

: pon:;t‘h
qu

. the Bible—a cor-
_ d mutilated Bible.
n this connection, 1
eéxico of America, ornja of t
pited : with portions of Africa
uded, as aléo all the adherents of
forming a very propor-
more enlightened nations,
Catholiec and Mohammedan.
‘“Foreign Missions,” thus defined, has
a world-wide application, embracing
home flelds as as foreign flelds.
The same reasons which arewrged for
labor at home among those who are des-
titate of the , or who are in pos-
spesion of a ted gospel, or of any
system of religion not in unison with re-
tealed truth, are as applicable to our
and as obligatory upon us as
Christians with reference to flelds that
::ybe foreign to us, to “ the regions
argnments will be as
an adequate effort as they will

of Europe,

i

t to
pro-

aotive of a mpn&?ic self-denial to
e accom grand purposes
of Jeho towards the whole race of

Adam, as well as that particular of
llhowhiehwomybdonglndlﬂmlb,

or with to that special part of
God’s in which we may have been
born.

Let us glance at the arguments which
are ly used to urge the work of
M s at home:

1. Men need the gospel. Is this need
conflned to any one class 7 or is not this
the universal need of mankind ! Is this
not the of human nature every-
where 1 a'go not men in every land
‘* grope after God, if happily '
find him ? Is it not true that in every
clime the moral necessities and spiritual

i wtothnhmrtlhowlwaeﬂ it sat-
lﬂmﬂnm of the soul as the very
needed good. It commends itself to the

t as adapted to its wants, whether
ul be covered with the dark skin

the divinity of the ges-
pel that it is suited to the condition and
needs of the vast,the almost numberless
varieties of character to be found in the
inhabited parts of our earth. BSearch
the habitations of man from the Arectic

pure and holy, so ready to enter upon
the enjoyment of the eternal state as not
to need the gospel? Alas! the further we
penetrate the dark regions of our world,
among those who are without the Bible

as though traveling farther and farther
from tbe source of light to where the
sun's rays never penetrate, The cold-
ness of the polar seas can not be more
dreary and than where men live
without the cheering, warming heat of
the sun of righteousness. The earth is
not more destitute of vegetation there
than the lives of such are, as to moral
and spiritual destitution and desolation.
HSo that if there is any proposition more
apperently true than any otheritis that
couched in the known vondition of heath-
en nations. They need the gospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ.

2. There are destitution and heathen
at home.

DESTITUTION AT HOMRE!

What is this when compared with that
which characterizes the heathen nations?

If then there is need to preach the gos-

1 to those who are sarrounded by the
ﬁﬂnenee of churches already organized
at home, how mueh moré reasonable
and compulsory the duty to give this
advantage to those who have never
heard * the glorious gospel of the bless-
ed God!” ‘ How then shall they eall
on Him in whom they have not bellev-
ed? And how shallt believe in Him
1 And how

3. The 1 reveals the only way of
salvation for man.

This is the reason we preach it daily at
home to our children; and to our neigh-
bors, and oy those whom God has
called to ministry of the word.”
This is the reason we spetid many, many

hoars in r and
to Gibd for the influence of his to
camy conviction to the hearts of our fel-
low 'men, and to ineline them to avail
themselves of the opportunity to be sav-
ed. Does man live only in enlightened
countriest Wherever we find man is he
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light of divine truth.
is worthy of our prayers snd ef-

Angels are interested in it, They re-
jolee whenever and wherever a sinner
sepents and turns to God. Jesus s in-
terested in it. It is indeed his own cause.

He illustrated the true spirit which
ingpire oursouls. He wasa
Missionary bimself, not from another
gountry, but from another world.

He was sent by the Father, he was or-
dained by the Holy Spirit, lighting

pon him at his ba , and was en-

aorsed as heaven's y to earth,
i oty saring. ~Thie ooy beios.
senti P ov-
e
at rationon
“This is my beloved son, hear ye him.

Dear Brethren, let us hear and
the heavenly volce, Let us follow
example. As he fitted us, let us pity
&?r loesill':;-;nan evarywben.to Lotg

€0 cause us to neg
the needy. ﬂt us feed the hungry,
glothe the naked, visit the sick, preach

gospel unto every creature; then will
esus say, ‘‘'Inasmuch as ye didit unto
ane of the least of these,'’ ye did it unto
me.” O the ravishing sweetness of that
landit of- the blessed Bavior in that
zny! O the bliss of doin
Kindoess to Jesus who done so
mueh for us.

We need not fear to follow where
Christ leads,

At one time during the revolution of:
1776, the weary march of the Continent-
als under Washin , could be traced
by the bloody s of their naked feet
an the anow and iee,

m&hny of Jesus as he labored
on may be traced in bloody sweat
and agonizing erosses, all endured for

fallen man. Let us place our feet
E the same tracks, if necessary, wherev-
er he goes and we need nat fear that we
are encroaching upon the high preroga-
tive of heaven, or rashly and presump-
tnously strik out into new and un-.
trodden paths. Human policy and man-
power may fail, but where Christ hath
trodden we may walk. Where Christ
leads the way we may safely follow.
Amid the howlings of the storm, or the
darkness of the way, we sball hear the
‘ Captain’s” cheering voice, ‘‘Follow
thou me.”

What an argument for missions may
be brought from the partial saceess of
this work. I say partial, because the
results have been comparatively small;
yet wonderfully grand when com
with the efforts put forth. I
walked the streets of Baltimore lately I
was struck with the grandear of many
of the private and public structures.
Private houses and public buildings,
chureh ediflces costing millions of dol-
lars. I could not but think how small
is the amount eonsecrated to the cause
of Christ as compared with the immense
sums of money invested in the piles of
marble, brick and mortar!

The few thousands econtributed by
the whole State of North Carolina, and
several other States for missions would
not erect one of those buildings. Yet
God has so blessed the effortas put forth
as to cause the hearts of his people to
rejoice.

If this cause be not pl unto the
Lord why should follow sueh glorious
resultst

We may point to the thousands of im-
mortal souls reecued from heathen dark-
ness, and tell you to listen to their glad
songs of deliverance; witness their or-
derly and eonsistent christian lives; be-
hold the churches organized, their na-
tive preachers going hither and thither
among their own and, a
like, extending labore to neighbor-
ing cities, towns and villages, to break
unto the famishing the bread of life,
and tell me, is this not the cause of God#
Is the work of) Foreign Missions to be
condermned, or neglected, when such
manifest blessings are the resuit of very
ieeble effort! If this bas been dome in
the green tree what might we expeet in
the dry? ’

The common brotherhood of mankind
is a peculiar doctrine of the New Testa-
ment. When this shall be recognized
by all who shall be divinely instructed

call foreign flelds, or heathen nations,
1 be so impressed with the Bpirit of
the Spirit of missions, that they

gathered
heathen lands; and
shall be sent to to our country, to
other so-called christian countries to
convert the heathenin effect, and build
up the waste places, and enlighten
dark nooks and corners, and to preach

APRIL 7, 1886
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Shereof; the
dwell therein. _
** Let the floods clap their hands:

Let the hills be

For he cometh fo ju
With rightecushess-
Aad the people with
March on then ;
Lord; ye chosen ones of
** Salvation ! O salyation!
The joyful sound proclaim,
.carth’s remotest nation
Has learned Megsiah's name,

Walt, waft ye winds, his story,
ye waters, roll,
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Mr. Powderly and President Gould
; to arbitration
the great strike
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The Facilities for Making Known ) iy
Johns Hopkine University, March 39,

the Gospel in ONina.

BY BEV. A. P, HAPPER, M. D,, D. D.

The Christian people in America have
Phlodgnofthchcﬂ-

gospel in the popul em of
hina. Bome of these onlﬂl lng‘l:m

One of the greatest facilities in China,

ip maiuber, is that ailthe
two hundred and

"which et

ilioos et

ose who obey
In the swea

divine injunefion.
s t of thy fase shalt thou

Therefore we have formed the order
t::: Labor for ‘t‘ie :

o
ST

sentiments and measures for
of the whole people; but it
mind, when

siﬁ' "

b

z

g%

hersin set forth can only be ob-
mmmmm
no
snd supporting with their votes enly
such candidates as will pledge their sup-
to these imeasures, regardless of
. But none shall however, be
gdompelled to vote with the- majority,
snd ealling upon all who believe in se-

and aasist we
declare to the woﬁ;that onr q.ln::'lm:
I. To make indastrial and moral worth
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fained
is the duty

3

o
2

T5eL
4

people,no one who learns sither of them
may feel discouraged for fear he wounld
not have people
It is an additi
these different dialeets bawe been stud-
ied and redueced to some system in ac-
cordance with the prinei
in Western hnd:ndPhnu books, other
vocabularies, have
and are ready to faeili-
-comer in the study of

oual facil

ty that all

greatness.
IL To secure to the workers the full
enjoyment of the wealth they create;
cient lewaore in which to develop
their intellectual, moral and social fae-

pleasures of associstions; in a word, to
énable them to shdre in the gains and
honors of advanelng civilization.

In order to secure these results, we
demand at the hands of the State:

1I1. The establishment of bureaus of
labor statistics, that we may arrive at a
correet knowledge of the edueational,
moral and financial condition of the la-

boring '

IV. That the public lands, the herit-
age of the peo be reserved for actu-
another acre for rail-

rs, and that all lands
_ .{ior speenlative purposes be tax-
ad to their full value.

of all laws that do

Been propared.

by ancient eoents,
ICor. x= I, 3; 1 Pett "Wl -

20, 21. y
I XVI.—Christ, ibits,

‘l;_‘kf i
Mate, :ﬂ 28; Luke -
xﬁ:: .

al settlers; no

Distressing Poverty in Germany.

lations of the Bible, there is a very val-
uable and extensive Christian litera way women
p their little ones from stary-
; that they are glad to dos man's
work, but eannot always find it-8o do, :
and in that case must beg; that women
bear heavy burdens of prod '
ket, and in addition to the load on their

ada: e guame

Bat :em help
can and would not *

ourselves all we
ask other people”
if we could help it.

not do to let this 'work stop,
should wvery much mtw
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worthy, putting
) till have room to be thankful
any help to give this eause success,

M. J. WiLLovensy,
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The Church and the World.
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Mr. Jones is no less severe in dealing
with worldly-minded church-members.
I have had members of the church

;
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tent of their full
IX. The abolition of the contract sys-
tem on national, SBtate and munieipal

X. The enactment of laws
brmm_bm
arbitrators,

XI1. The prohibition by law .of the
t of childrem under 15
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“To prohibit the hiring out of
XIIE That a graduated ineome tax
we demand at the hands of Gon- |
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