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JESUS AT BETHESDA. SRkt R more 1o BT i marey.
; baut his death wonld now suffice. See
i TR oy fod mates
INTBODUGIORY. . God his oon Father. A new pretext is

Considérable time and

The life of Jesus was a busy
After he the nobleman’'s son
azareth, where b

hht:?t mtb- t;. 1

ec v. 16-380).
i‘mn 3«:« went to  Caperna
'(Luke iy, 31), where he d Ang
Peter,  James, and John, to the

ship, and wrought many miracles. From
this point, as a centre, he extended his
work throughout inany parts of Galilee,
The timie of the feasts at Jerusalem
came round again to that city, where
the ingident of this lesson ] It
is well to note that, in the Revised Ver-
sion of she - New Testament, the verse
immediately preceding our, lesson_.is
properly omitted. It is the verse that
tells of an angel troabling the Pool of
Bethesda, at certain- seasons, and the
healing of the one who afterwards first
stepped into it. That story was a Jew-
ish legend, which, withont warrant,
erept into some ancient copies of John,
bat is not found in the best manu-
seripts.

ple e

GOLDEN TEXT.
Wilt thou be made whole ?—John v: 6,

THE LESSON.
I. T IupPoTENT MAN CURED.

5. And a certain man was there, which
had an infirmity thirty and eight years.

6. When Jesus saw him  lie, and knew that |
bhe had been now a long time im (da! case, he
saith unte him, Wil thou be magde whole?

7. The impotent man answered him, Sir, 1
have no man, when the water is troubled, to
put me into the pool : but while I am com-
ing, another steppeth dowa before me.

8. Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take up thy
bed and walk.

9. And immediately the man was made
whole, and took up his bed, and walked : and
on the same day was the Sabbath.

5-7. Certain Man.—Probably one well
konown, Was there.—In one of the five
porches of the Pool of Bethesda, spoken
of in verse 2. Inflrmily. —He is called
{mpotent in vs. 3 and 7. The nature of
his ailment is not stated, but it was
probably paralysis of a portion of his
body, brought on by youthful excesses,
Thirty ond eight years.—Not, all this
while at the pool, bat this was the dur
ation of his weakness. He was now an
old man, and all ordinary means of re-
covery were hopeless. Wil thou be
made whole I—A question asked of him
to awaken expectation and faith. Itis
the willing ones that are saved, I Agve
no man.—He was friendless, hopeless,
helpless; but just such Jesus eame to
save. He had diseovered that his trust
in self and in men was vain.
discovery! Now the ground is cleared
for Jesus to work. When the waler is
troubled.—The legend concerning an
angel tronbling the pool at: certain sea-
sons, and imparting to it healing virtae
for the one first ping in, is given in
yerse 4, and refe to in the Analysia,
This man'thonght of only one way to
be cured, and that failed him. fle
I am coming, ete.—Theré is a rush and
seramble for the ehanece of healing, in
which the least helpless won,

8, 9. Rise.—How impossible, yet how
possible; when Jesus gives- the word.
Take up thy bed and walk.-—This would
give convinecing proof of his' epre.
Every step was a sermon, telling of the
grace and power of Christ. e bed
was but a mat ur rog, easily rolled up
and carried. JImmediately.—Christ's
cures are not by degrees; but iastanta-
neous. JMade whole.—The man exer-
cised ,Mt.;.\. and t‘hro :‘:} noaiv:f
healing. It was not a. great in-
telligence; but a spark of fire is fire, as
well as a city in . Took wup his
bed and walked.—He believed, and he
obeyed; and this is the height of wis-
dom. .

II. Tre FAuLT-FINDING JEWS.

10, The Jews therefore said, unto him that
was cured, It. is the sabbath day; it is mot.
lawful for thee to carry Zky bed.

11. He-answered them, He, that made me
whole, the same spid unto_me, Take up thy
bed, and walk. TR

12. Then asked they him, “What man is that
which said unto thee, Take up thy bed, and
walk? : i

13. And he that was healed wist not who'it,
was: for Jesus had conveyed himself away, a
multitude being in tha¢ place.

10-13. The Jews said . ., . it 43 the
Sabbath.—The Jews referred .to were,

evidently not.the  common . people, but

of
commereial bardens o the
in the way of. was forbidden

Jews

g up in the hearts of His people if
ey ask Him ¥ Jf His all-seeing eye
watches the growth and developement
of the tender lily of the valley, which
blooms, matures and fades within a few
months’ time, will He not much more
look after the spiritual growth of the
jmmortal soul, whieh is made in His
own image and never fades? If He can
elothe the unce »eewmingly dead oak
on  the hill, and make it attraet-
ive to the sun-stricken, weary work-
man or traveler, can He pot clothe the
lifeless professor of religion with His
own blessed robe of righteousness, so
that be may attract some burdened, sin-
gtricken soul and lead him on to ever-
lastiog glory 1
If He can snit the seasons to the
growth and developwent of ' first the
blade, then the sar and after that the
full core in the ear,” can He not give
His people precii ns seasons of commun-
ion with Him, sothat they may obtain
strength to feed the many, many men,
women and children that are suffering
for spiritual food 1 The people must be
taught the rich troths that will make
them wise unto salvation. [f they muost
‘“ work out their own salvation,” they
must know how to do it, and the great
responsibility of - instructing them de-
volves npon the Banday Behool teacher
.and the preacher. BSo then, while all
nature is nndergoing sueh various
changes, and presenting entirely differ-
ent aspects from day to day, let the
Bpirit of Ged move in our hearts and
natures and effect a 1eformatien, for
“* Christ has not found our hearts per-
fect before God.” I am constrained
more and moreevery day to believe that
it is the man , who spends much of his
time in seeret meditation, and commun-
ion with his Father, whose efforts to
teach are crowned with the greatest

suCcess.

As we look with admiration and de-
light at the e dews sparkling on the
leaves and flowers, and wateh them as
they are gradoally sipped up by the,
nnm.inglun, let us ask God to sprinkle
our cold hearts with the precions dews
of His grace, which cannot be sucked
ont by the rays of even the
noon-day sun; so that we may grow
strong in the and be enabled to
_accomplish great things for Him daring
the ap, wching summer, when many
souls t to be born into the kingdom
of our blessed Redeemer.

‘While the honest farmers are
sowing their rent with the ex-
pectation of mﬁa rich harvest in
the fall, let us, w duty it is to sow
the pure gospel seed in hearts, do our
work boldly and faithfully, with the
joyfal mth{pﬂ.!on of harvesting many
sonls for heaven when our revivals ghall
_take place. -

The past winter has been exceedingly
unfavorable for work in most country
eburches, consequently almost double
duty comes npon their pastors since
has opened so beautifully. Many
rehes go to sleep as early in the win-
ter as paossi - the devil persuades
them thet this is the

; t g to do,
if they want to be y and vigorous
the next one season he

appoints a time in the next when it will
be more favorable for attending upon
church duties. This time rolls 'round,
and behold he has thrown a terribly big
erop on his hands, and persuades him
that it is his moral duty to remain at
home and work it. “In this way the

devil the run and control of a
-t " business. He is a man of
exeellent judgment, makes himself nse-
ful in ways, planning, plowing,
; “wuﬁn‘" tobacco, &eo.,
T R
7 1 orn

about m in most instances
i| to take'the instead of a part—
i mﬂnhﬁnm;g?:neu in almost
" "The devil also deals in drugs right
He has a remedy for al-
most every disease (meaning some dis-
t in every
e work) which he
ﬁ'!!l! (swghh;ll form)

; ‘chloroform
to sleep, and it does seem

trum eouldn't wal
‘don't hear the voice of
in thunder tones, “‘ Awake
They are perfectly dead
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THE UNPARDONABLE SIN.

BY REV. H, G. DE WITT, bn D,

sermon Sﬂgm}\ 11,
l&umm u\:h.Cl‘h::l]
“ There is a sin unto death. [ do not say that
ye shall pray for it.”—I Johav: 16

lth

I cannot put my finger upon the
cise sin mentioned in this text.

vine influence flowing from the fountain
of Christian sympathy and love; which
can stifie the pleadings of conscience
and resist the manifest presence and
power of the Holy. Spirit.

* 'The 'office work of the Spirit is not
to complete the atonement of Christ, or
tolny%dect in the provisions of the
gospel. When in the last moment of
g agony our Lord cried, ‘“‘Itis
. the attributes of deity were
not more perfect than the work of re-
demption. The Bpirit was sent into the
world as the last struggle of departing
mercy; as heaven’s final effort to sawve
lost huamanity; sent to give light to the
.understanding that was

“ Dark as chaos ere the infant son was rolled to-

Or had thrown its beams athwart the gloom pro-
found.”

to take the things of God and show
them nnto us. To the coming of this
Comforter our Lord looked with the
most iutense interest as the erowning
period in the developmen the divine
plau for the redemption of the world.
His disciples were to wait until armed
with this power from above; and if this
enduement from beaven failed, the last
gleam of hope would %0 ont forever.
‘*All manner of sin and blasphemy shall
be forgiven unto men, bui the blas-
phemy against the Holy Ghost shall
not be forgiven unto men. And who-
soever speaketh a word against the SBon
of Man it shall be forgivem him. Baut
he who speaketh against the Holy Ghost
it shall not be forgiven, neither in this
life or the life ‘o come.”

Long has the resisting soul asked to
be let alone. It is the firm decree of
Almighty God, the unchangeable law
of heaven, that the soul shall finally be
let alone. The mother’s last connsel
and the sister's last tears will be given.
The wife will rest at last from her long-
continued agony. The very angels,
who pitch their tents around the dwell-
ing-place of the soul, will take their re-
turnless flight, and the sounl be forever
‘‘let glone.” ‘‘“When the strong man
armed keepeth his palace his goods are
in peace.” Although there is no
to the wicked, who are like the tronbled
sea that casts up mire and clay,” there
is & false, fatal security that portends
the coming doom, as the dead calm at
gea is a warning voice of the gathering
storm. This sin gains the final mastery,
so that ‘‘he that is fllthy shall be filthy
stillL” The soul has at last gained its
hell-bound impulse, fromm which it will
never retrace its steps, but be closed up
under the dark firmament of retribative
justice for ever.

A great effort has been made to de-
fine this sin, and volumes have been
written upon it, and yet all must feel
that the effort has been very unsatisfae-
tory, alike to the speaker and to the
hearer, to the anthor and to the reader, |
There is a haziness that hangs over it,
like the denze fogs over the low lands,
obscuring the vision and hiding the ob-
jects of our search.

I am told thav there are lone rocks in
the sea whose outlines have never yet
been seen. Every safe mariner guides
his vessels so as to make sure he is not
wrecked upon the hidden rock. In the
sea of human life this **sin unto death”
is the fatal rock, far more to be feared
because unseen. I would be glad, this
morning, to take your chart and mark|
with red letters and erimson lines the,
trend of influence, that creates a fatal
enrrent drifting on and on to this mist-
covered rock. .

L.—RESISTING TRUTH. .

First, sitting for months and years, un-
der a faithful and powerful mimstry,
addressed with all the variety and pow-|
er of langnage, having their gins set in
order before them, listening to argu-,
ments drawn from time.and from eter-
nity, from life and death, and yet re-
malnin%mre in sin, unblest and un-
saved. Do you esay that this is common?
Oh, yes, but it wears a dark and gloomy
aspeet. “If ye sin wilfally, after ye
have received a Enowledge of the trut{:,_
there remains no more for sin,
but a fearful looking for of jund nt|

and flery indignation and ‘devour
el

-

the adversary,” “‘For it is. im
for those who were once tened,
and have tasted of the-heavenly i
and were made partakers of the Holy
Gbost, and have tasted the good word
aud the powers of the world to
if they shall fall ay to renew
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| ent, which are more curious than use-

prepare to meet her above; or that
‘memorable day—when the veil, lifting
'or drawing aside, revealed the dread
realities that lis beyond, and beg-
ged for life. Youhad counted on long
years of pleasure here, and were all an-
fitted for the world te come.

and gave you baek your life,

‘the set time for favoring Zion.™ -
can no more pass these seasons without
than there ean be sunshine with-

and scalding tears of Christ over the
devoted- eity of Judes was for this
canse, '*Oh, if thou hadst known,
even thon, in this thy day, the things
that belong to thy peace, now they
are hidden from thine eyes.”

IIL. —BACKSLIDING.

‘Third, professing to be a Christian
and taking the solemn, sealing ordinance
of the church of Christ, and then, lo,—
for months and yvears falling away,—
sicning against the clearest light and
the dearest love, breaking the most sol-
emn and awful vows with God, and eru-
cifying the Bon of God afresh, and put-
ting him to an open shame. Do you say
that this, too, is common | yet is it no
less alarming, and its sad resaits enough
to make the cheek of darkness pale,

IV.—S8TIFLING CONVICTION,

Fourth, stifling eonvietion and return-
ing to your former deadness and indif-
erence after having been aroused by the
Spirit and the Word to a sense of guilt
and danger. ‘‘ My Spirit shall not al-
ways strive with man.” Long has he
been etriving with the delaying and re-
sisting heart. Often have you beem led
to say, ‘‘Almost thon persuadest me to
be a Christian.”

“ Almost will not avail,
Almost is but to fail.
Sad, sad that bitter wail,
* Almost, but lost.' ™
The soul comes a long way, but loses
its journey, and the sentence from the
jodgment-hall of the universe is, *‘ Let
him alone, he is joined to his idols.”
The rock upon which the soul is wrecked
is out of sight.
. " The conscience may be still at ease,
The spirit light and gay,
That which was pleasing still may please,
And can be thrust away.
But on that forehead God has fixed
Indelibly & mark,
Upseen b mfotmal"ya

Is blind and in the dark.

if you are drifting upon the bosom of
gither or any of these currents, be warn-
ed and escape for your life. But if these
fatal currents are united, and you have
not only one but many flowing into
the same channel and drifting with the
fierce and desperate power of another
Niagara through the rapids, on to the
cataract, Il appeal to you asa soul in
danger, ‘' Turn ye, turn ye, for why will
ye die.” ‘‘To-day is the accepted time,
to-day is the day of salvation. To-day
if you will hear his voice harden not
your hearts.”

Dr. Payson asked three young men to
visit his study. They came and hre talked
and prayed with them. He then asked
them if they wanted to be Christians,
They said no. He then asked: *'If
you were joined to God by frail, invis-
ible threads, which you ecould brush
away with yoar hand, would you do
it ¥ And they said, ‘* No, Dr. n,
we would not.” But said bhe, ‘' My
prayers, mmy tears aud iy entreaty have
joined you to God by these frail and in-
visible threads; you are going away and
ean break the last thread that joins you
to God and heaven.” They came back
and knelt at his side, that he might pray
for them lest they break their connec-
tion with the deity "and perish in soul-
separation from God. Bo may you, my
dear friends, by ways indicated, break
the last link in the chain that anchors
the soul to Gud, and driftin the current
of resistance to the power of truth, the
heaven-begotten noe of revivals,
The fatal spirit of deliberate, persistent
apostacy, and quenching of the Holy
Spirit in your own soul—upon that mist-
-eovered rock where millions have gone
down into the grave, where the soul
.that sinned unto death found its final
burial in that unsearchable and anknow-
able separation from the favor of God
and the presence of His glory. Oh, be-
ware that thou sin not unto death.

“ There is a time by us unseen that crosses every

path
The hid&m boundary between God's patience
T s hi:h:z line i di die if
0 Cross is to die: to as
by

Tt does not quench the sparkling nor the
glow of health.” . " e

—Chicago Standard.
How may the fﬂvum Inecrease
its Efficiency and Usefulness?

BY HENRY J, VAN DYKE, JR., D, D., NEW
YORK, in Homiletic Monthly.

Itis a great advantage to havean im-
question clearly stated. The

‘:&tﬁtutod to eonligler whether *““the
deeclining power.” That
uestion has the introspective, eritical,
P flavor of the * What is all
this worth 1" which Daniel Webster just-
called a miserable interrogatory. Its
nsusally leads to a series of

contrasts between the past and the pres-

God took |

out light. Take cere’ The bitter sobs |

i
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the guestion mow is, 'What
with the new-fashioned Dominie?

E
o
ot

ministry increassits usefnlness and affi-
cleney 1’ - !

Inthe February numberof this Reviet
this gquestion is answered by two writers:
by Dr. E. R. Craven in the fisst of
this series, and by Dr.. Jeseph ker,
of London, in his article on the ‘' Guar-
antees of a. Snccessful  Ministry.” It is
very interesting to see how these two
men—so0 diffierent in charaeter, in pe-
culiar talent, and in methods of work—
agree in their thought of what is neces-
sary for a more efficient ministry. The
one is an eloquent and powerful orator;
the other is a profound and accomplish-
ed scholar: the one writes out of experi-
ence gathered in & Pa.rw.h which is in
the midst of London’s busiest whirl, and
a life which has been largely spent in
the public eye, and crowned with much
popular honor; the other writes from
the quiet of his Newark study, where he
has long medit:it:;l upon the Beri tm
and prepared _patient care |
of instruction for the flock which he
shepherds; the one empbhatically a pro-
gressive; the other is nothing if not con-
servative. And yet when they come to|
discuss this gquestion of greater useful
ness for the ministry, they both begin
by carefully distinguishing between ap-

rent success and real soccess, assert-!
ing that the latter isinward and spiritu-
al, not to be measured by worldly
standards. They both point out, as,
among the ehief means of increasing
ministerial eficiency, a ¢loser personal'
sympathy with the spirit of Christ, a
more profound and constant study of
the Bible, and a more earnest devotion
in the privale exercises qf religion—
more prayer, and meditation, anfl se-
cret communion with God.

But perhaps we should ‘'be more ae-
curate if we should call all these the
canses rather than the means of in-
ereased efficiency. For they have ref-
epence to that which lies deeper than
any question of methods. They reach;
back to the personal equation. They
touch charaster and life. They put the
oase thus: Purer, stronger, better Christ-
jans—more truly useful ministers aof|
Christ. This is, indeed, the]primal and |
indispensable truth, the omne thing
which must never be forgotten, the se-
cretof the Lord, whieh His servants must
ever keep within their bearts. A bold,
selfish, worldly, irreverent, clever man
may win personal laurels in the pulpit
as easily as npon the platform (perhaps
with even lees labor, for a very feeble
wit and a very tawdry rhetoric will. suf-
fiee to equip the clerical demagogue).
But true help for the sause of Christ—
the cause of reverent faith and unfeign-
ed piety and godly living—can only come
from a consecrated spiritand a Christ-
like life.

How profoundly we feel our per-
sonal needs in this respect! Uuless we
ean overcome our selfishness, and tread
down our pride, and escape from our
inmost besetting sins, we can do nothing
good for Christ. As our temptations
are more subtle and our responsibilities
greater than those »f other men, we
have more need of grace to help us. We
must abide in him.

Holy Master, i Thet hast chosen us
to serve Thee, keep us closer to Thyself,
and {et Thine own l{fe bein wus, for we
need Thee every hour/

But are there pot also certain lines
on & lower plane than this, whieh our
minds may profitably follow when we
ask ourselves how we can make our
ministry more usefult Power comes
from Christ alone: but how to apply
and use the power to best advantage, is
a question wnich every minister needs
to consider and to reeonsider—not only
every year, but almost every day. For
new em are continually arising.
How shall we reacli this 'man or that
man! How can we get access to cer-
tajn classes .of the eommumnity from
which we are practically separated?
How sball we esll atiention to those
Christian principles which have fallen
into neglect, and.oppose barriers to the
flouds of infidelity and worldliness
which are ever assuming new formsand
threatening us from different guarters?
How shall we bring the Gospel home
to every sphere of human life?
deg:o the question laps nlotronnd on

stated :

old work we must throw ourselves heart
. and soul; for these are the divinely
peointed means to our
aim of bringing men to and feel
and act according to Christ Jesus.

the system which God has established,
the Chureh has blessed, into
h we have been ordained. Auxil-
be devised, but no substitute,

minister, the village

gifts like eloguence or nor
of attainments like the
knowl of languages or first prineci-

ples of philosophy, but of traits which
pertain more eclosely to our common
manhood, and are, therefore, more wval+
uable. It seems to me that there are
some of these which we as ministers
have especial need to cultivate.

1. Honesty is the first of the virtues
in one who is.the messenger of the truth.
Withoaut it, all the others are discredited.
Bheer, absolute, unqualified sincerity;
we must have and show. Honesty is
transpareney of soul. Light will shine
through a board as soon astruth through
an nneandid mind.

One obstacle to the success of
the Goepel is the vulgar, false impression
that preachers are the mercenaries of an
unproved cause. It is easy to discover
in the history of the Church the miser-
able periods of corruption and the hol-
low systems of mechanieal and politieal
religion by which this impression was
first created. The injustice of igmor-
ance perpetuates it. e must see to it
that it is never true of us, and do our
best to manifest its falsity to all men.
The only way to do this is to really be-
lieve what we teach, and to serupulons-
ly guard ourselves against all crooked-
ness of thonght or in speech. If, as the
ministers of a particalar church. we pro-
fess to hold a system of doctrine, we
must hold it honestly and open to con-
viction. Let us keep the eyes of our
sonls clear, and search the Secriptures
daily to know whether these things are
so, and abide with loyal integrity by
the results. Let us shun a counterfeit

ment as the pest. Let us handle
the Word of God sincerely, reading the
Bible as if the judgment-bar were be-
side our desk, and g as if the
pulpit were before the great white throne.
A perverted proof-text will destroy a
doctrine, like the dry-rot. BSophistry is
the preacher’s devil, as Jesuitry is the
pastor's. Too much ‘‘taet” is fatal
A special pleader may convince, bat he
can never convert. Faith begets faith.
Men will not believe what you teach un-
less they believe that you believe it.

I knew a theologieal professor who had
marvellous influence over every intelli-
gent student that eame into contact
with him. It was because be was the
evident bond-slave of the truth. When
he did not know a thing he said so. He
always tried to state the opinion of an
adversary with perfect fairness. 'Where
an interpretation was only probable, he
said so. He balanced the evidence fair-
ly, and reached his conclusion witha
candid mind.

One honest preacher is worth a hun-
dred brilliant advocates. “ I believed,”
said Paul, “ and therefore have I spo-
ken.” A potent and precious {herefore.
When the power of that word lies be-
hind every sermon, when the spirit of
Paul is clearly manifest in the life and
untterance of every minister, then the old
lie about ‘‘ mercenaries " will die a nat-
ural death,the foolish talk about ‘‘eryp-
ticheresy” will besilenced in the presence
of unquestionable sincerity, and the
ministry will have great enlargement of
influence and nsefulness.

2. Positiveness is but a poor word to
express the second quality of which I
deeire to speak; but I do not know of
any other term which is available. I
mean to say that it will greatly increase
the efficiency of our ministry if we eulti-
vate the habit of dwelling upon the af-
firmative rather than upon the negative:
gide of religion ; if we aim at setting forth
the truth in its native brightness, rather
than at exposing the manifold forms of
error; if we prefer to emphasize the great
essential facts and doectrinesin regard to
which there is no donbt among Chris-
tians, rather than to discuss the minor
points of confusion and controversy
among the sects; if we caltivate and en-
foree virtue as the best means of restrain-
ing vice; if we seek, first of all, to make
men love the Lord, assured that if the
do this they must hate evil. Dr. Chal-
mers has a magnificent sermon on ** The
Expulsive Power of a New Affection,”
and Phillips Brooks has one on ‘‘ The
Positiveness of the Divine Life.” To
plant one good tree in a garden is great-
erwork than to uproot a thousand weeds.
Remember what happened to the house
that was empty, swept and garui-hed.
1f it had only been leased to a Guod
Bpirit, the old tenant could not have

come back
to run around

- 'I‘hembgmtmrﬂon
after the devil as he changes

the Eastern fairly tale), trying to destro
him with ument or crush him Im!yx
inveetive.

is great temptation to
strength in

and comdemnaing the errors of those who
differ from us in ereed or worship. But,
troe work of the ministry

*The labdr that in lasting fruit cutgrows
Far noisier schemes.”

- The:.great need of the world is more
and earnest sim

of God's Word and the
care of souls, Into this two- [

spreads himself over a great
gonnd._ and does nothing thoroughly.
e lannches out bo into all
ments of knowledge.  confides
intuitions with sublime aundseity. H
lays every fleld of and
under tribute for his illnstrations, an:
verily some of them are fearfully
wonderrnlllge’madn. Some years ago,
heard the . Dr. Pamadox ‘preach
brilliant’ sermon, which was
sparkling with historie and seientifie
lusions. But the diffienlty was that m
than half of them were inaccurate, an
gave opporfunity to the ungodly wh
knew about the subjeet,
scoff. omniseient style of
is more perilons than useful.
workmanehip and ta ornament
bring the pulpit into t. {

Humility, carefulness, painstaking ac.
curacy in the use of illustrations, as well
as in the discussion of earrent theories)
houghtial peaple/and elavese the stanal

people, evate the -
ing of the . It is a good disei-
pline for the parish minister to follow,
during his hours of reereation, somespe+
cial line of historical, or , OF
scientifie, study. It cultivates thorongh-
ness. I know a clergyman, one of the
most earnest and devout of preachers,
who has gone to the ant and eonsidered
ber ways for many years. Unguestion-
ably she bas helped him to be wise. An-
other knows all about bees, Another
ean tell you everything about the Hugue-
nots, Another reads Greek plays for

easure; and another has the

Sgliah e ]
These mpoetry the most tattl::.f.u.l-m:l

diligent pastors in the land. Thnirgrm

advan is not so muech in the
sion of fragments of Wi~
edge, as in the habit of thoroughness

which lends weight and force to all t.
they say, and makes men
cpath of Intalligent poslS 3
8 peo|

help the ministry to be useful. They enj
joy this respect now to a remarkable ex-
tent. It ean only be retained and in-

an
re-

]

tion from ordinary manhood. The his-
tory of religious orders shows that this
is true, and proves that those who are
set apart to the ministry have constant
need to remind themselves that they are
not set apart from humanity. They are'
messengers, but not angels; and the as-
sumption of angelic airs will harm more
than it will help. Genuine usefal piety
is always humane. Charity has red
blood in its veins, and without chari

stage. Luther’s heart helped the Refor-!
mation as much as his head. He wasa
man.

We are not pleading now for anm in-
crease of sentimentality, or the cultiva-

ministers. The world eannot be reform-!
‘ed by tears or flowers oralms. Baut, be-|
yond all gquestion, a deep, true: sympa-
thy with all that is good in human na-

who are oppressed, and # hearty good- |
will towards all men and women aceord-
ing to their deserts, will give tive
power to doetrine and attractive warmth
to pastoral service. The minister onght
to be as much at home in the fisherman’s
cottage as in the house of the merchant-
prince. Above all, no eringing and no
condescension. He ought to feel that
there is in this wide earth po man whom
he ean nize, and no man who ean

ize him. And the only way in
which he can keep himself in this tem-
per and bearing is by cnluntiga spirit
of unfeigned humanity under the guid-
ance of Jesus Christ, who ‘“knew what
was in man.”

The minister who will do this must
have a potent and growing influenece in
the community. I never heard a clergy-
man more highly praised than a plain
village , of whom it was said that
he was *‘ the truest man in the town.” |

Here the space assigned to me is ex-
hausted. PerhaE some one who has

does not suggest any novel plans or large
public movements for the advancement
of ministerial efflciency. '

And certainly this oriticism will be
junst. But youh'ill omrm g:_
leading' not
-publie, mﬂ’m “How may the
ministry increase its usefulness!” And
this brings the question home to the in-
dividual. For, in the end, the answer
depends less npon measures than upon

Ordinary Capacity no Excuse.

and met the doom of a faithless servant

H
£

5858

| | life before

we soon arrive at the * sounding-brass” |

tion of rose-water shﬂmthro y among! |

ture, an intelligent desire to heip those | y.

The man that missed his opportunity |

was not the man with five talents, or |
the man with two, but the man who had |-

s Vi AL
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(By Rev. Kerr. B Tapper, Fossstain Sivvet
Baptist Chureh, Grand Ropids, Mich)

the Bible is to
that is

declared
pluck up b;
and

tures by Maurice and Farrar of Romax

Progress,” Dante’s '‘Infermo,
‘‘Imitation,” - ‘s “He-
Mh’n 3 “.
= are from the
ough mnot a scientifie
book, the Bible has hel to monid
fna. the ataes Lodke Lafbuits, Neuttn,
names
hnﬁbmlm-m .
—in le lands, telephones,
steamships, reapers, mowers, ote., . .
in art. In Bible lands Tintoretti, Titan,
Iasterpieces ao 8t Pacie; Bt Petart
mast as Paol's; St. Pu}
the Vatican; also the greatest pieces-
sculpture and painting.
II1. Politically.—The Bible, though
not a political work, is a political
wer, Read what ¥,
E'uzlnlmd Gladstone say. Talleyrand
.said scorfully but truly, *“The Bible'ls

—

It is the case far tnollw M
'dannhl’

certain mbﬂ_'hm_-_m th
meetings other ¢hi
::;mlthm is a&‘dm&iﬁﬁ;ﬁ
neglect the appointments of their cwn
‘churches. We raise no to their

&




