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Rejdy to Rev, 0. 1. Woodson,

——

MRMW:—Yoqr issve of Bept.! up ' atice of bell ht

contains a review of ny sermon on

S § 19th FyEW 0Ly > :
_ of Cburistian Forgiveness, b Ve the
the Law ‘;Lﬂn ,_4 ot

c. A Woodsoo 1 h:ﬂa
we space to reply to his eritialsmn,
Before replying to the points made
t the teaching of

e done 50, 1 would bave answered him,
But I.do not feel eslled upon to answer
every article that I canoot endorse.
Life is short,

€. A W, also finds fanlt with the
siang expression, " be there.™ It was
in quotation marks, and was used with
the full knowledge of it slangy ehar

acter. , :

Again, be says that I speak ex cathe
dra. I wrote, and tried to write, much
ss I speak. Perbaps that accounts for
the ex cothedra.
truth: before 1 speak, and then 1 tryto
speak as if I was standing on the truth.
And I am still s fully persuaded that [
was writing the truth when I penned
that sermon as I was there.

In the outset, I must again define the
term y for 0. A W. has mis
taken its meaning all throngh his article,
and makes it mean simply abstaining
from vengeance. Now I protest, that is
not forgiveness. Grimm, in his Lexicon
of New Testament Greek, defines the
word transiated forgiveness, in respect
to forgiveness of sius, »s ‘*the letling
them go as ¢ ihey had noi been com-
mitted.” And it is clear, as 1 showed in
the sermon, that God's forgiveness
means a blotting out of the sins, as that
He treats the pardoned lust as if they
bad pever sinned. He does not allow
their past conduaet to inflnenee His treat-
ment of them after they are forgiven,

Very well. Let us see how this idea
of forgiveness will work among men if
the sinner does not repent. Here is A,
who has beeame debtor to bis brother
B to the ameant of one thousand dol
lars, and he'pays B off with & bankrupt
potice, with plenty of property around
him to pay the debt.- And be is not
sorry for his deed, but rather glories in
it, and bhe '‘abases B to others. [ have
in mind just such a case. Now ought
B to give him & chance to get apotber
thonsand!?! Aeccording to the idea that
yon must forgive whether or not, B
should not allow A’s dishonest conduet
to iufloenee his treatment of him at all.
But the thing is absurd.

Take another ease, C is a friend of
D. He takes advantage i his friendly
relations to blight the fair name and
character of a beloved ohild of D's, and
then boasts of it. Now does Christianity
demand of D that he should allow U to
continue his relatioos to his family, and
perhaps do more evil! But if forgive-
ness mesns that the past muast be blotted
out as though it were not, (whieh it
does), and if we are bound to forgive,
whether the offender repents or nct,
then C eangot banish the villain from
bis family cirele at all. ;

As to my interpretation beiog faulty,
I'shall leave the erities to judge, simply
referring C. A. W. to Grimm, Eilicott
snd Meyer,

All that C. 'A. W. says about God’s
efforts to lead the sinner to repentanece
isout of the line uf ih» discussion. I
emphasized the readinéss of God to for-
give men, and exboried my hearers to
be imitators of God id this respeect.

C. A. W. draws a distinetion between
the manner and the method of forgive-
ness, but it is '‘a distinetion without a
difference.” "Webster defines manner
by method, and method by manner,
and pnts each as synonym of the other.

C. A. W, saysthat I fail to give Matt.
18: 156-17, its proper applieation; that
it applies to difficulties bptween mrm-
bers of the same local chureh, but that
Christians may sometimes have diffionl
ties with worldlings, and in that ease it
eannot be earried to the eharsh for flnal
settlement. I reply that Christ does
notexpeet His people to treat worldlings
better thap their brethren; nor so well.
In ease we have a difflenlty with a
worldling we can try to settle it by the
method of going to him and tryiog to
show him his error; if that fails, we ark
uot beund to be runniog after him try-
ing to make him be friendly against his
own will

Again, /C. A. W, inguires if the lan-
guage of Ohrist, “let him be as an
beathen,” &e., justifies one in never for-
giving. 1 anpswer: That depends If

i m::ionld ever saeh his
error, an veness, we o t to
forgive him. If he does not, we isa not
bound to forgive hfmn.

C.A W me for saying that
we have a eot right to jadge of the
sincerity the man's repentance, and
says let Paal be beard: ** Who art thon
that judgest another’s servant,” &e.

I reply, it is one thing to form an
opinion of a men's acts or words for cur
own guidance, in matters that intimately.

opinion of & man’s

God when the man

into his ehareh! If he

qn;er

judge, in sense of forming ;
in matters where we are interested, and
where we have ¥, B0 81

sermon, I
wonld notice some rewarks made in his
jatroduction. And one Is in referecce
to my failure to reply to C. T.'s article, .
My reason was that O. T. did not say |
that he was reviewing wy sermon. Had |!

[ try to Enow the

d:

q i

un
The general e

"
!thi:{l. &eo., must -
of all the 'ttilitiﬂnn: put upon
‘other parts of God's truth.

‘must be limitsd by the nature of the

‘mean that Ohristian echarity believes
‘every heresy, every lie that may be in-
‘vented? D .es be think that

coneeivable thiog?
looked to the

self.

C. A. W. would limit
lenoogh if necessary.
‘that a thirsly
‘Jerus weant just what He sald in the
language, ** Ask and ye shall reseive,”

eth,” &c. Now, sup the thirsty
hrother vhould ask C. A, W. if it m"k_
within tlie seope of the promise to

for & barrel of whiskey. About that
time C. A. W. wonld begin to limit the
teaching. He would limit it
character of the man who the
the words quoted above, they are to be’

the rest of the Bible puts npon them.

2. Again, asks the brother: ** How'
could Paul, for instance, make practical
nse of his (my) theory in bis varied ex-
periences, attempting at the same time
to follow Obrisv's direction in Matt, 5:
44" The passage reads:! “ Love your
evewies, and pray for them that perse-
cule you.” That is all. Did I not say
plaiuly that we should do this very
thing; that we must belp our enemies,
if they need; that we must not injore
thew; that we must pray for them?
But Christ has no where said that an
enemy is a friend. He is an enemy.
Christ drew a distinetion between friends
and enemies us we do,

8. The brother suggests that I have
misinterpreted the clanse, ‘It s hnxoc—
sible bat that offenses will come.” 1
asttempted no formal interpretation.
The terwy ‘‘offences” in this passage
means occasions of stumbling whieh
may lead to sin,

jority of eases, not only may lead to
but do lead to sin; bence, 1 don't

cases a very grievoas perversion

ceeds to about
ties, in the words, “

diffienl-

repent, {

Fivally, C. A. W. brings up the nn-
pardonable sin, as if it bad anything in
the world to do with the guestion in

never, under any eiren
the offenderi! I said that
exhausted the Scriptural means of
ing bim to repentance, and he is
obduorate, we should not

The tenor of all I said was to the effect
that we should; and if opportunity
allowed, we should treat the man in
such & way as to show him we did not
;itnrhh any revengeful feelings towards
. i
In coneclusion, I want to add thatif I
am a sinper in this re pect, I have some
little consolation in thinkiog that I bave
good company. Dr. J. A, in
bhis Commentary on Matthew, p.
says: * If forgive means merely to
no malice, t0 abstain from

we ought to forgive every
even though fmpenitent,
enemy; bui thiz év not
use of the word forgive,

he evnfesses the wrong, and:
such nnquestioned €ineerity and
change of fe<ling aud purpose
him worthy of being restored
confidence and regard.” _
stantially wbat I said in the sermon. -
Bometime last spring- appat
in the Examiner an editorial on
and the writer even wént
said that there are some.
which show sunch depravity, ar
- such deliberate intention to wrong th
they are practically unparconabls.
! . J W. PERRY.
M‘m“-&.“ iy 3 1
P. 8.—I woald like for €. A. W.te
answer the following : e
1. Why did Christ use the clause *‘if
| be repent,” in Luke 17: 8, if He meant
that we ve whether or not?

M) e . MO N -
. -BY PROF. J.

T f o T

be tak hﬁiﬂiﬁt '
en in

: o
General'ex-'| ;
pressions in Seripture, snd elsewhers,”
‘subject to which they are applied, and’

by the rest of the teaching on the same "
subject.” Does the brother take Paulto)]

‘“‘hopiog all things,” hoped for every’

piog all things, pe!dm be |
mam:ﬁ lost;”
‘like Origen, he hoped for the reforma |’
tion and final salvation of the devil him- |,
e e
brotber should ask him if

&e ; *Tor every one that asketh recelv-’

the"
thing asked for, the motive, &e. 8o ini
taken with all the limitations that all’| ghe

personal difficalties, whieh,.in a ma- sreao Mg,

the application of the phrase |

Seripture. And Jesus immediately pro- |

oreover, if thy |
brother robukehim;ntl_nho :

hand. Where did 1 ssy that we must |.
pardon |
after we had |

Bat I nowhere said that if he afterwards |.
repented we shouid not forgive him. |

leaviog that to God, then in t.hatlnn

subjeet, whieh presented mmm *
{urther,

. owr, sp. |
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ing b .
u.gto visit ns—the few that did so
canie by stealth. Those who listened to
us io the streets were arrested and
threatened. The Kaid gave noties to
all the shops in town thas they were not
ito listen to we, or psrmit me to speak
to thewn or teach in their places of busi-
pess.  The Mooriksh womas, in whose
my wile guve a weekly dinner to

.

were the people intimidated that [ could
ehgaye muy ode in gon versation.
‘All this eoufirma wy former experience
in Moroceo, v'z: that.at, presént aggres-
sive local mission work by men esnnot
be carried ou withoat provoking the bos.
tility of the authorities. ‘Therefore 1
must eontibne to work as heretofdve, by
travaelling, 1 am now about leaving for
the lmterior on a preaching tour, in
whish I will travel on foot, in native
dress, without tents, animals or Ing, L
accompanied by Mr, Martio, a gentle-
man 1 baptized in '.ll_‘;agier. z:lo has
come to Mogador to e, to me
in the work. v
We had the joy of again visiting ounr
pnovel baptistry the pust week. This time
it was to baptize a most intel t
Joukie, who turned from the del 8
of Mohammed to the faith of Christ. He
been ¢onverted some months ago by
i ing a gospel of John in Arabic given
: Oaley, & lady worker in
He had been telling of Olirist
from~tha ounly two gospels

by a soldier of - the Kaid, who said he
had been looking for bim all day. What
eonld we do bpt_crmﬂod. 18mem-
ber how Peter was ght out of prison
‘in amswer to. erl . We y
%’lmt;d their o at onost-hu&;
We then went to our friend,

|tin's bounse, where we hold our meet-
. What wag ooe joy on asriving to
beth th’ﬂoqml > rs there, released

and in the full sepnse of the term it is | 5,

who :;v; nn;u funds I.::' ﬂ::&- l}rm:
throu, ro, Eugene Leve 0.
8t., Baltimore). It is un-

d any society
entirely on

d for su

t
B- i 2
k leartily yours in i

St o IMM-(‘

P i S g e

o~ tom moaBd

{ booka of the Bible..

and depend- |

| imprisonment -- Converts Staading

_ o-ﬁ;ﬁ;ﬁ&o resnlt would be.
% i $ ']
bu?oh, md‘n’hu there was Bros.
amination given and that.
o Adagreet s Kog
: won ike a
ngstﬁti. , Bro Kesonedy
haviog eonfldence in breth
Guoy and Willilams,
that'he would not,
the Book said, *'L

i
8gf

EH
-
88

i}
;

pside on the éhareh y
to give men, as I thonght, &
amination on my vonv
ministry, views of d
knowl_-dﬁ &eo., Bro. Kennedy belng
present, but asking few questiona.

Notwithstanding thirty-one yearshave

sinee "this oceurred, let e say
Bro. Wallacs had me frightened, and no
mistake. Alter he aidéd in the or-
dination with a zeal not easily exesilled.
Bro. Guy presched the sermon from the
words, /*Take heed poto thyself and the
doozriulg,” &ec. Haviog g:u;lamg:e?
twice, 1 weas sel apart Dy ISlders Hul-
bam, Guy, Wallaes, Willlams EKennedy
and B. F. Marable.

Well the changes since then. Elder
Hofham, who was tender and might be
called a weepiog prophed, 18 now in the
glory land, He was so gentle and help-
ful to me when I first began to d
pray in publie.
the Savior keep His own right band on
his head!

Then Elder Wallace, whom I dreaded
so muooch, is also to the better world
1 trost—so gi in prayerand in whose
prayers there was so maoeh goépel.

Then Bro. L. F. Williams, who ever
seemed to wéar a was 80 pleasant
and krew so much about the Bible, that
in one sermon, he was right
apt to give a brief many of the
man |

Then there was Lider A. Guy of pre-
eious memory—the orator and success:
ful minister of bis day and fime, with
his flat {oot, crooked nose, and broken
English at times; yet he was seldom ex-
celled by the man.who might dot every
i and eross every £, for the reason that
he gave the marrow of the gospel.

'g.-o{)_-n all passed away and now
rést from their labors of love, in the
presénde of God. I would that an abler
pen wpuld speak trathfal and pleasant
things aboat them.

Row there is’' Bider W. M. Kennedy,
wheo still lives to work for the Master,
and who has been one among the most
saceessfal pastors of this

i

;
i

nedy have done as great & work under
God for His and this Association,
as any like n of ‘ministers in it,
althoagh Bro. Gony now sl sweetly
in ltis grave, and Bro. ¥ may be;
in .the estimation of some, ready to go
on the shelf. If the whole tmth was

about thess, o:g:lagaod ;hey bave

told
| 'done, I guestion ther any minister
bad in t X:nd_iﬂon‘mldihow_nm

d. bless vl
of the one :

e ?t, when th

which I did gladly, not. kuow-
b rotarntds Al :

Kenned . Marable on | pa
oy dly Hafta tells

fi<

| terest them and do them

Peace be to his 3

Elders Alfred Guy and W. M. Ken-

ehureh. What woald you thia
man who wouid at to i
family during winter in such
tnd yet I have séen rish men
kot Jear, | The Heople
oar year, 1 )
!o_ such & church in eold _
they ought not, And if they d
vain will the pastor exert

Ex

& B

good.,
utterly ussless to preach to peopls w
they are shi ‘Wwith cold.
ren, fix'up yonr bousss of wors

Second, see that yoor stove
order. An old, thin stove, !
door off the Linges, and & large’
the bottom or aronud, the d?:,
pipe running out of the window
auother abowination and disgrace,
source of worry and vexation. Don
by all means, the pipe go oul ths
toindow. You can't have a good firé iy
¢uch a stove. The wind ‘will sometithes
blow from that direetion, and the smoke
will som& out at the door instead of

oing the other way, and the pastor will
ﬁlve & weeping audience. A good stove
will add mpeb to tBe comfort of wor-
ship. Two small stoves are better than
one largé one. Just think of it; one
stove, (and that probably not a geod
one) for a eburch fall of people ona
cold day!

Aud third, see to it that you have a
suffigient quantity of good wood, cut the
pooper length, and 'in: a eonvenient
place. It will not take long, nor cost
much in this conntry to get wood enough
to last all the winter. ‘wet wood
for a stove, and some of that too long,
is apother abomination and disgrace.
Good wood and good fires are produe-
tive of domestic bappiness, ‘likewise of
cbureh enjoyment, and vice versa.

And fourth, let the fires be kindled
early in the morning. In most of the
large oity churches the fires are
on Baturddy night—Iin most of the coun-
try churches ‘aboat fiftéen ‘minutes be-
fore preaching time. I have taken it
for granted all “that you have a
good sexton. He shounld De a man of
sense—a Christian, ‘and ind
with' a “eonsélence, and a salary. Lt
him bave the church warm apd

E5es
el I

:

£
w5

4

Ko

there will be no interraption from slam-
ming stove doors, &e.

And last, see to it, dear saints that
your house is ventilated. A fill-

and one or more stoves

in fall blazt, will consume all the avail-
able oxygen in & short time. Then the
congregation will become drowsy and
stupid, and so will the preacher, and
the day's work will be almost lost.

‘These may seem to you little things,
bat 1 tell you they are important
nevertheless. Winter is not here yet,
but is coming fast.”

I bave some other things along this |’

for another

line, bat must reserve them
i : v JOOA L.

time.

The t difference between Roman-

lis tiam, ter
o::m.ﬁnn. s ot in. th&g: l'mr?lf

'ties of Paduaand Parisand Salamanea,
the many Universities of Germany, and
ith.'hia % try. “ﬁm.ﬁﬁg
o this conntry, are ! _
that Rome does not foster

The troable is that while

ghly, it neglects the masses. It
h‘:”ﬂ'gtotmndm;::downm
an or
"ﬂft!‘ s ﬁm_
ple to '
‘other

| tospeakable

neration Is well known. e be-
e e
here wers Robert Hall and Andrew
fer and William Carey and Joht Fos-

ar.- | ter, as representatives respectively of the
| ministerial, the theologieal, the wission.

7 gz‘gpd thie litezary spirit.of the denom.

¢ tfon,  Let us see who are the

1 sentatives of the same to-day.

| Just before the death of Henry Ward
Beecher we heard one of his most prom-
fvent brethren in the ministry lamenting
hhs blight and desolation whieh his bril-
adt pulpit had spread over his whole
denomination, on both sides of the sea.
$*But," he added, “there I8 cceasion for
le gratitade to God that the
ounly preacher to,be comp with bim
in world wide popalarity—Mr Bpurgeon
of Loodou—is sending out sueh a stream
of bealthiful evangelical teas ™ This
teutiment, we are sure, s nniversally
echoed by the lovers of a gospel all
:::;IGE - :;o%pn And we are Inelined
o v Mr. rgeon’s own preach-

ing and personality are the best reply to
his gloomy representation of the t
‘eondition of the evangelical fai We
estimate the tendency of 'a generafion
by it strongest spiritual forces, not by
its weakest; we insist on judgiog of the
eoorse of the wind by the npper cur-

weéather-vane on the Metropolitan Tab
ernaele should be found soms Sunday
moruiog puiuting towards a eald north-
east lafitndinarianiam; thonsands of
hearts would experience a ehill, and ex-
elaln. with' sorrow at the pr of
evangslicalirn. - Bat sueh an event has
not ha nor is likely to bappen.
And we bave, moreover, to report that,
Idoking at several of the tallest Baptist,
steeples’in Bugland and Beo S we
found the index polating in the sam
direction as that of the Tabernasle.
Heunee, to chapge the flgure, we came
awny strougly impressed with the force
and steadiness with which the ap grade
traine of Baptist influence are moving;
and, in spite of our doetrinal sympathy
with Mr. Spnrgeon's protest, we cannot
but belleve that if he and his associate
eogineers keep up the “present bead 'of
steaws; sud do not refuse to be coupled
with weaker brethren, any trains which
may hawe n - temporarily shupted
opon the down grade track will be
ppeedily switched baék ‘again upon the
malio line. This is our first reply then
to the question with which we started,
aud since Mr. Bpurgeon, in a recent let-
ter, has distinetly avowed his continned
adbesion to the Baptist denomiuation,
though withdrawiog from the Union—
*T'o- leave one society of a denomina-
tion is not to quit the body. I am, by
the grace of God, a baptized believer,
and a baptizer of believers,”"—the strong-
est @ cal forece now in operation
is still from an English Baptist palpit.
And some say the second strongest
also. If Mr. Sporgeon has been the
providential antidote to Mr, Beecher,
who bas exercised that function in rela-
tion to Robertson, whose sermons twen-.
ty five years ago were in the library of
almost evamqnng minister, and stud-
fed, absor! and copied as few dis-
coursés in modern times have been!
The rare genius and the win) amia-
bility of these sermons blinded their
readers to oertaln germs of error, eon-
cerning the atonement and the new
birth, which they carried, and which
have since borne evil fruit in hundreds
of Eu!pit.s. Has any one taken the place
of Robertson as & teacher of preachers,
as a moulder of the rising

There tnhn Ba, - preacher in Manehes-
ter to whom Ewppositor recently paid
the following tribute: ol

“Our belief is that Dr. Maclaren, more

| than any other except Robertson, has’

| indifferent to education, The Universi- | 2ltered the whole ma:&- of preachiug

in Eogland and Ame and that im-
measurably for the better. There have

meﬂ in our time though notmany.
have been a few far more pro-
found, but ws belleve Dr. Maclaren’s

sermons may be read when the rest are

| forgotten, becanse he, above all his co-

tem “has faithfully in
'po:::o. lly interpreted

We bellenthomtomntbht”
| true. In our travels and e

holding _tho sawe place at the study-

: stellectual and spiri ot
b e e o
¢ that his tribute might be repeated | i

rents, not by the ground guasts, * If the

1.

been ‘more subtile, learned and poetical’

we have found Maclaren everywhere

Biids el
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70 gr three erceds hava been
proposed since, and, instead of ghecking
the drift; we distinetly remember that
the laat one. divided the evangelieals,
and arrayed sowe of the most opthodox
of them aguiust each other. This means
Is ceftainly not Aceording to the apeient
Baptist way, which has ever been to de-
pend upon life, rutber than ligatares,
for keepiag thy body of Christ: aaited.
The statement of an emisent Pre
rian bas lately been widely cireulated,
in which be says: “*1 speak in no fal.
some prales; but literally I think thsre
is not a dengusination of evangelical
Christlans that is thronghout as spund
asthe Baptist Jenomination of America.”
If it be so,'let us rejoics, but with all
hamility, believing that the truth has
bad more. to. do with ng us, than
we with keepiog the troth; and let us
confess that, If we have maintained the
faith once delivered to the saints, we
have bsen too little like the saints that
were once delivered to the faith, -
Dlt.giube by _that the elder
r. Hodge, o jceton, once expressed
his stirprise that, while the American

“Baptists ara held together by the b

est creed tenure of aoy . '
they should nevertheless have maintain-
ed sach uniform of_l;hq'd“t:{ Wae.shounld
reply that the lack of such tenare, prob-
ably, has very math to do with this ve-
sult. “By the law is the knowledge of
sin,” and by a creed is the knowledge of
hérgsy. Do::’élgz, in tin;_e_‘pf. spiritoal
ga pgs and fpeculations
ot 16 ety provebudinke st itioms
can y provoked into

provided there is a ereed to echallenge
and forbid them, but which, being let
alone, run their course and die ont with-
out ever coming to the & “Ibad
not kmown lust exeept the law had said
Thou shalt not covet,” writes Paul; and
we fibey many a Christian in whom the
old nature is strong might say, ‘I had
not known denial except the ereed had
said, Thou shalt pot doubt.” At all
events our denominational history .is
very suggestive on this point. The old
First Baptist Chureh of Providence,
by Boger Williames, is anobjeet-
son for the world.  Without s serap

f oreed, except the New Testamen

has stood for two ‘hundred an

named. This is not according to buman
wisdom. “In order to secure growth
and expansion there must be thorough

minational organization
centralization,” it is sald; but statistics
show that the Baptist body of America,
without any cen govern-
of indc:lmd-

ment, but with its system
ent churches, each responsible alone
and directly to Christ the Hui;

m years, outatri '
‘den tion in growth,

up the list to three mil- | |

ts in its next annual

And if evangelieal pe
with this multiplication and gro: it
will be ‘squaily ateetbntable b4, the fres

thiee ¢
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villeiOStﬂf; New Hope, 8 00; 2
eat, 10.00; Pirat Baptistchureh, Raleigh -
5892; Apex, 360, . m :

stitate, $1000; Middle Swamp, 7.
Elizabeth Oity, 8.95. = - v

noldson Bunbeams, 4 00; Blaud
beams, 1 00. 1

First
.Wells' Chapel, 1.45;
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