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CONVENTION SIDE-SHOWS.

Last May when the Southern Baptist
ijConvention met in Richmond, Va., & smart
Northern brother was on hand at the solie-
iiation of some roeciety to deliver a lecture

il the evening before the organization,

-, The trick was a shrewd ome, dnd so far as

putting money into the poeket of the lee-
turer, proved a great snccess. He took his

wilection before the secretaries of the
~ JBoards had drawn upon the delegates for

L.

* Rinds, got the first shot at the ducks, as it
- @were, bagged his game, and took the next

| gin for Chicago. This lecture did the |
. Jlonvention much harm. It destroyed the
B Inligious character of the entire session,

4 ol bad much to do with making the meet-
igin Riehmond one of the poorest ever
iJield. We feared then that other wise
brethren would take the hint and appear
inMemphis just a day ahead and arrange
{vith some impeeuneous sosiety to raise the
wind by a lecture, provided the spoils were
jdivided. If such should be the case we
sdvise the delegates and visitors who read
to give such lecturer a wide berth.

| fDon’t hear him. Don' contribute one
(ot to any such person or purpose. Un-
gW_thip is done, we shall have lecturers
(jabd showmen of all kinds moving around
with the Conevntion for the purpose of
mising money for personal and secular
parposes. The Bouthern Baptist Conven-
fion should have no side-shows connected
with it. It is & Convention of Christian
o, assembled for the purpose of trans-
ng business for the Lord, and aside

om its legitimate work should not allow
gtores on *‘The Bastile,” *‘ Back Bone,”
‘Poor Kin,” “ @it there EN,” or anything

a moment of its time or attention.

th lectures may be very proper, and
gen profitable at other times and places,
#% are a nuisance when delivered at our
=fioventions. If a meeting on the evening

. ¥ May the 9th must be held, lei Bro.
- Qlmable, the pastor of the chareh, get some

~ Hinister full of the Holy Ghost and of wis-

- g*m to preach a sermon in the church, and
2 to it that no faney music is rendered
d no eollection taken.

The Btblical Recorder.

—_—

Having received, from a source I am

and to respeet, a request to furnish for
blication the main facts in regard to the

y history of the BIIBLICAL RECORDER;

d believing that many, if niot most, of its

esent subscribers know little, if anything,

its early history, I cheerfally comply

i the request; at least so far as my
lowledge of the matter will enable me.
- thet:dfut &u some inﬂtgzme, whieh is
Tl gima in the requeat, t perhaps no
) JUividual, now living, had the ol:portnnjty

X
[ §tinowing the facts so well as yeelf.

4s this artiele is prallminnr;:,ll do not
conll . to utter some statements, which I hoid

be important and trae in regard to the
yea vital valne of the REOORDER to us

fpose in it to enter on the ; but

come from the

teousness and truth, and in pointing ont
and rebuking error,

2. Although the RECORDER has done
much in the psst for the Baptiste of the
State and the cause they represent, and
‘has been a sine gua non to the present sue.
cess' of our mission, educational interests,
Bunday schools, &e. ; beside being a weekly

us instroetor to the many
into whieh it has gone; yet it has not ac-
complished all it might and would bave
done for want of a more geoemnl gltmn-
age. By the strenuousard well-nigh cease-
less efforts of its different and
the active eo operation of some of its many
friends, it bas, beside the service rendered

best plans and exe-
the bBest manner. Yet Di-
to frustrate or over-
other homan de-

th his

laying the foun-

ox denominational progress and

, in dssuing o , organizing

the and dam'hw a literary
institution or college.” Having labored in
conneotion with these agencies some twenty
years I was to recognize the com-
Fathers” and endorse

however wise to arrange and bring into ex-
istence these agencies, it required no little
devotion, self-sacrifice and labor to keep
them in active m&m eﬂuf tg‘e ﬂ(:pera.tiom n.
The present general [ ptists in our
State are, perhaps fortunately, ignorant of
the many les and trials through
rs” had to pass ere their
cherished object was realized; while some,
and not a few, like the Israelites in the
wilderness, fell by the way, leaving their
successors to carry on the work,

In closing I would say, what I have writ-
ten can have no bearing upon the
past—that is done and gone—but some
things on this sheet may be suggestive as
to the future, -

In my next I propose to give some faects
In regard to the early history of our organ
and some co ineident circumstances con-
neeted therewith. J. J. JaMES,

Yanceyville, N, C., April 29, 1889,

Plain Doctrines of the Bible Plainly
Stated by a Plain Preacher,

NUMBER SEVEN.

—

Regeneration.

Regeneration, or the New Birth, is often
mistaken for and used synonymously with
the term Oonversion. They are really two
entirely distinet words with entirely differ-
ent meanings; and yet there can be no re-
ﬁl‘lmﬂm until reformation or econversion

permanently taken place in the daily
walk and eonversation. eneration has
direet reference to the spiritnal, and com-
version to the natural or physical life.
There can be no regeneration without con-
version; but there may be, and often is,
conversion without regeneration. Regene-
ration occurs but onee in a man’s life; con-
version may oceur just as often as he may
choose to correct his habits or to reform his
life. This conversion or reformation is
sometimes 80 clearly manifest and so thor-
oughly wrought that it is easily and too
often mistaken for regeneration to the fear-
fal deception and loss of him or her thus
deceived. Regeneration is the work of the
Holy Bpirit through belief of the trath as it
is in Christ Jesus. Conversion is the work
of man through strength of the will bring-
ing the whole body in complete subjeetion
thereto. The one affeets both the spiritual
and physieal life, and has referenee to time
and eternity. The other pertains onmly to
this life, and affects only the moral stand-
ing. The definitions of the words in their
primary significations are totally unlike,
and Inspiration iteelf makes this difference
perfectly clear. In Acts, 3: 19, the Apostle
Peter says: ‘‘ Repent ye therefore, and be
converted, that gour sins may be blotted
oul, when the times of refreshing shall
presence of the Lord.” How
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so that, turned into another channel, they
may be used for God’s glory in imitation of
the example of Christ Jesus. The soul,

trespasses is resurrected
to a life of holiness. It was the same body
of our Saviour that came from the tomb,
but with a glorions brightness conferred on
its hnnnnl‘nty that it did not. Ab:rm mani-
feat; so regeneration. * & ocarver
takes not away the knobs and in the
carves the imege of & 'R, ‘the
carves of & man upon e
sabstance of the wood still; so

temper, grace

he quekncup:rn vio-

lence, but turns them into zeal with which

to serve his God; or if al man be of a

thoughtful, serious turn, his thoughtfulness

and seriousness are tarned'into delightful

and instructive meditation God’s holy
word. God takes the ted

It is also a revol
ing man into daily conflict
conceived idea of '‘duty,
affection, and even of life i

hange, bring-
ith every pre
re, ‘work,
The fear-

indicating
n which can end only
y to every

ys the same,
d doubt their
not like some

; ‘t:hmlim €x-
4 to
‘e

trespasses and sins.” John 1:12: ** But as
many as received Him to them gave He

wer to become the sons of God to them

t believe on His name.” God does the
work with the of man, John
8: 6-7: * That which is born of the flesh is
flesh, and that which is born of the spirit is
spirit. Marvel not that I said unto thee, ye
must be born again.”

The following are some of the evidences
of the New Birth: 1 John 4: 7: ** And
every one that loveth is Lorn of God,” 1
John 5: 1-4: *“ Whosoever belleveth that

world: and this is the wviet
cometh the world, even our th\:fnl)l.

Ponder Well this Lesson.

Dear Recorder:—In these days of man-
ing ftes sosttiod o & ﬁvmm ite
we deem pos
;;‘ dmlmet attention of tho'c!crg;..putu} of
ty as well, to the very important les-
son taught in Matthew 4: 1-11.
When Satan—the tempter—first came to
Jesus, how beaautifully and successfully He
his blow! Step by step he made
t; bat of no avall as yet. Fi-
nally —as if reaching the elimax of his tem
tation—*'‘ he taketh Him up into an execed-
ing high mountain, and sheweth Him all
the kingdoms of the world, and the glory
of them; and saith unto Him, All these
things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall
down and worship me.”

Bat Jesus—notoing daanted—with a fix,
edness of purpose, and In the steadfastness
of His character replies: ‘* Get thee hence,
Batan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship
the Lord thy God, and Him only shalt thon
serve,”

What is the sequel to this contention
with a bold, daring temptation? We are

nly told—and what solace and joy it

to the sorely tem | Here it a:

‘* Then the devil leaveth and, bshold,
angels came and ministered unto Him.”

e important lesson here ht seems
to be, that they, who can rise a the
unholy influences of man, mammon and
position, need have no fear—becanse an-
gels will come and minister unto them.

Wouald that ({t‘;ﬂlﬁa: mu:l nnddwomen
everywhere wonld ponder and ponder well
this lesson. Fraternally, F.

ter unto per-
. Sometimes its ingress is so
gradual as searcely to be pereesived until a
rieh flood of glory all divine dawns upon
the astonished soul; nor can it be told
when, how, or whence it came. It can
only be said, ' Whereas I was blind, now I
see.” The outward manifestations are of
necessity slow and unsatisfaciory to man
because of the corruption of %the body,
which death shall to the bosom of
mother earth, who, kinder than loved onee,
lovingly receives and retains it until ab-
sorbing all its impurities to be burned up
with herself at the last day, she presents
the purified dust ready for God’s resurree-
tion power by which soul and body, pure
and undefiled, sbhall be presented before the
Father's throne on high.

It is a radical change: tongues, long
used to nought bat blasphemy against God,
are now taned, sweetly toned to His
praises; hearts long closed to all the purify-
ing influencees of the Holy ?Eirit Are now
thrown open wide to His continual indwel-
ling; bands, long untatored save to the
service of self, now find their chief delight
in the service of God; and lives, entirely
given over toindalgence in all the pleasures
of sin, are now made happy by sacrifices
and self-denials for the glory of His name
who died to redeem them from everlasting
despair, And shall I not know it! Cap
the beautiful panorame of God in natare
pass before the newly restored sight of man
and he not know it? Can the dead facul-
ties of the soul be raised to life, ever

l{fe, and man be ignorant of the wonderful -

change! No. No. No, God means for
His ereatures to know, to feel, to enjoy, to
& greater or less degree, this wonderfnl love
8q richly bestowed upon them, and to show
to a dying world some of the attractions
and glory of the transforming power of the
Son of God 1n saving lost souls,

Nothing in man is the germ from which
this springs; no reeuperated powers of a
worn-out foree or e
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The Lord’s Prayer--Tempiation,

‘“And bring us not into temptation.” Oar
Lord knew by experience both the sufferin
and the danger of tam'Pution. ‘“He m.;
Jered, being tempted.” *He was in all
points tempted like as we are.” He r—d
throogh all his varied temptations without
tin, but he carried with him, and earries
still, the memory of the fleree conflicts, and
he knew that his people, so long as they
remain in this world will be exposed to
temptations, which may r?m" too strong
for them. Henee this petition.

‘“Bring us not into temgnﬁon.“ What
is the meaning! Oan it thought, as a
thing possible, that our Father in heaven
will lead his children into temptation! In
one sense, ‘‘No,” em ¥, no. He
never exerts on any man an ln!iucnoe de-
signed to induce him to sin. In this sense,
God tempteth no man. Let no man say
when he is thus tem and falls, that God
tempted him in er that he might fall.
But on the other hand, God does bring us
all into temptation by bringing us into this
world. There are temptations which are
‘‘eommon to man,” and which no person
in this world ean wholly avold. In siek-
nees and in health, in sclitnde and in eom-
pany, in leisure or in business, in prosperity
or in adversity, we are surrounded by ob-
jeets which furnish the oecasions of sin,
and solicit us to sin. In every Eden there
is a tempting tree bearin fo:{;ldden fruit.
This is a world of trial and diseipline, which
ili: oot;ld‘nlotso be, ié there !wt:m no tempta-
tions in it me degree of tem too,
is good forus. All the temptation whish is
resisted and overcome helpe to develop ind
strengthen our virtue. ‘‘ Blessed isthé man
that endureth temptation.” ‘“Count it all
Ll;y when ye fall iuto divers temptations,

owing that the proving of your faith
worketh patience.” Manifold temptations,
then, should bring you joy, for they prove
your , and help toeomplete yonr char-
acter. Welcome them when they meet you
in the course of Providenee, overcome
them, and thank God for them, and for

| the grace which enabled you to triamph

over them.
What then is the meaning of the petition!
There are fierce temptations, which
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temptation which God to assall us,
he will grant us strength to overcom., The
promise, which answers to this mg:ﬂﬂcn,
and explains it, is, **God is fai 1 whe
will not suffer you to be tempted above
that ye are able, but will with the tempta-
tion make also the way of escape toat ye
mnsy be able to endure it.” -

uch is the petition. We ean see abun-
dant reasons for offering it.

1. The power of temptation. All history
and experience bear witness to its power.
Among all the generations of our race there
bas been but one persop, the man Christ
Jesus, who has not sometime, many times
in his life, succumbed to it. men,
heroes in the faith, like Noah, Abra-

and Moses, and David, and
::d ho.tor,rh‘:nhllcn be?nit.hn:dth
vé nnga.in, @ tll” ve bﬂn
_ltl;l,tho soars and the of their fall,
Consider

2. The consequences of yielding to temp-
tation, No one can foretell or foresee them
all, as they reach on into the eternal future,
How often has a young man been ruined

or this world and the next by one false ste

© thus started on the slippery, down-hilt
path to perdition, and others down
with him. All the sin and misery which
mh.or ever tbw:ll be Iltn o}h;lh ﬁ?ﬂdgr in any
other, are resa tempta~
tion. It is not indeed oorhlnntshd the man
who falls to day is forever fallen; through
the of God he may rise, and be saved,
but it is a terrible experiment which he is
trying, and even if he should reach heaven
At last, others who have witnessed and felt
the inflaenee of his fall, may be lost beyond
recovery.

8. God’s willingness and ﬁ:mor to help
the tempted. Temptation is strong, but
God is stronger. You need an nlmigb
Helper, and you have one, always at h
always mighty to suve. The weakest child,
with God to help him, is stronger than all
the combined temptations wnich the world,
and the flesh, and the devil can bring
:nmhnhim. Pray for God’s help, and he

Rive it, and youa will be safe, but never
safe without his help, and you have mo
:oulun to expect that help unless you ask

or it.

Consider again what the sacred writer
says of our Saviour. ‘‘In that he himself
hath suffered, being tempted, he is able
also to succor them that are tempted.”
‘' We have not a high priest that cannot be
tonehied with the f gs of our infirmities,
but one that hath been in all points temp-
ted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us
therefore draw near with boldness unto the
throne of grace, that we may receive mero{
and find grace to belp us in time of need.

If we offer this petition sineerely, we shall
be eareful to avoid seenes of temptation,
into which Providence and duty do not
call us. There are temptations which we
cannot avoid. They lie in the path of daty.
These we must not try to avoid but over

s B 1 kst 4
e ves t of worldl
pleasure or t; and when they do uu{
they tempt , and forfeit the protection
for whieh they pray, when say “‘ lead
usnot into temptation.” An old legend telis
us that a damsel was to be of the
devil, and when the bishop commanded the
unclean spirit to come out of her, he replied,
;'Irmunot, she is my lawful prize, Ixmnd

my own territory, not in the chureh,
buat in the theater.”

‘‘Waich and pray,” says our Lord, ‘“‘that
ye enter not into temptation.” Wateh as
well as pray. We are passing through the
country of enemies from whom we are try-
ing to escape. How watchful is a man who
is thus fleeing! How carefully does he scan
every object he passes and every person he
meets, lest he fall into the hands of his foes.
So long as he remains in that country his
eyes are open, looking before him and on
every side. Bo must the Christian watch.

o u$ not Into temptation.” All our
brethren who are in the world are in
like ourselves. Bome of them perbaps in
much more than we, Let us bear
them on our those whoee homes are
places of fierce temptation whieh they can-
not esecape, those whoin the business whick
‘they must pursae are surrounded by com-
mlono who {ry to entice, or to langh, orte

hten into sin, those who are endeavor-
I.n_g to break the power of evil habits Jong
indulged. How careful, too, must we be
not to lead others into temptation by onr
conduet or our words. Oaur thonghtless
ind ee, our rash or careless words
start ogwt:mmd-htowardo-the sbyn:d of e:ﬁ
some wbom our prayer pl as
to guard, so far as we can, nnEut o
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