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The Editor’s Third Year with the

Recorder.

is Sole Management of the Paper.=-Its
Success, &c.~=Influence of the Baptist

State Convention.

In my last article I bad reached the time

1 had bought half of the RECORDER
and by mutoal consent took entire

trol of the
of 1855.

. 'This was near the
the ensuing year I

ted my business as best I ¢ould and
only extemded the circulation of the

Of the fontemts of the paper, while I
it, I have but listle to say. I
for it as well as I could, and never

of its not
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jects, becoming somewhat wearied by his
impormnymud: “My brother, I find
i:;'gﬁty job to prepare two
at the same time.” A young
with his bride, a new house to furnish, and

a
the duties of his office to
without assistance, had, tonytm
Ha

editor

t
his hands full.
ving omitted to mention it in its proper
piace,.I will now say the Baptist State Con-
- veution, in 1855, heid its session in the town
of Warrenton; but as nothing of unusual
oceurred in its proeeedings, I can
only add that for a large delegation it was
& meeting of much harmony and good feel-
ing, and in this respect in striking contrast
with some I had attended in previous years.
In union there is strength. ucation and
missions were now receiving much atten-
tion. The body adjourned to uleet in Ral-
eigh in Oectober, 1856, the year of which
this article treats, and without further al-
lusion to other things I will here speak of
what oceurred in that memorable Conven-
tion. Its sessions had previonsly been held
in the old church-house when it met in
Raleigh, but the body had so inereased that
the house did not afford accommodation,
and this meeting (1856) was held in the
Oommon’'s Hall of the Capitol. The sub-
ject of education had been discussed and
tated till it had reached a higher point
of public attention than ever before, at
least among the Baptists; and when the
report on that subject was read a proposi:
tion was made for sabseriptions to increase
the endowment of Wake Forest College,
whieh was then small. The discassion of
the sabjeet brought out more zeal and elo-
quence than bhad ever been witnessed in
this body before, 1 cannot now reeall but
two of the speakers, Rev. W. H. Jordan
and his half brother Dr. A, M. Poindexter,
of Virginia. The latter, by the force of his
argunments and the power of his eloquence,
completely carried the Convention. I bad
often heard him, but never before speak as
he did on this occasion. The resuit ‘cri“ a
subseription of §40,000 added to the endow-
ment fund of the College,the largest amount
ever subscribed for any one objeect by the
Convention. The seseions of the Conven-
tion held in 18556-'56 p!odm:;d t.;o de;id::
impression on many parts ta
The Baptists were more and more aroused
to increased activity and zeal, and our mis
sionaries, whose number had Increased,
were carrying the glad tidings to many des-
titute flelds. The lookout was more prom-
ising, and the RECORDER was witness to it

all. J. J. JAMES.
. Yaneceyville, N. C.

Mmrm;unof Virginia.

BY B. BYLAND.

An Omnibus.

There is a large ¢lass of ministers whom I
saw in my younger days and became par-
tially aeqguainted with, but I do not know
enough of their eharecter to justify me in
attempting its minute portraitare. I pro-
pose, therefore, in this paper to present
them in a group.

Samuel L. Straughaen, of the Northern
Neck of Va., is deseribed by R. B. Semple in
a small book, as a man of gigantie power.
He was tall, -faced, beaming with good
will, of a lond, clear but musical voice, and
brim-foll of deep pathos. The only time I
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were melted to silent tears. Others uttered

but distinet aceents of praise to
shouted aloud for joy.
on rolling out words
till, overcome himself with
sat down and eovered his face,
thoughts were too big for ntter
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venerated by the whole eommunity. He
always traveled on horseback —with a loog-
stemmed pipe projeeting from his et—
a Bible and hymn-book in his saddle-bags,
and always ready to attend a_foneral, to
marry a eounple, or to hold a night meeting
at a moment’s notiee. ‘‘ He that is faith-
fal in that whieh is least is faithful also in
much.”

Jacob Grigg, an Englishman, an eloguent
and orthodox divine, who served the First
Bugttst chareh of Richwond, for some time,
and was put forth at the Dover Association
to preach on the Lord’s day, was an emblem
of stm#th and weakness, He migrated to
some Western State and beecame grossly
addieted to drunkenness! After years of
bumiliation, he came back to Virginia a
redeemad man, but bowed down with the
deepest penitenee. We all forgave him,
because we thought God bad forgiven him,
but he never forgave himself. ‘‘Let him
that thinketh he standeth, take heed lest
he fall.” He gave me a thrilling account
of Robert Haﬂ whom he bad often heard
in Eogland, saying that the charm of his
preaching was its simplicity and eolloguial
style. On one occasion when Hall began
his sermon, the hearers sat back in their
seats with cold indifference. Az he ad-
vanced, they gradually leaned forward as
if anxious to eateh the falling words. Pres-
ently they rosa, nneonscionsly, one after an-
other, to their feet and stood in a breath-
less, inecumbent posture. And finally they
placed their hands on the backs of the pews
before them and with stretched out necks
and fixed gaze seemed to drink in the mel-
ody of his disecourse. If this is pot an ex
aggerated account, we poor creatures have
got to learn how to preach!

Samuel (?) Davidson,of Cawpbell county,
presents an extreme picture in another di-
rection. He was the pastor of Stonewall
chureh in the lower skirt of the eounty.
He was never guilty of ‘* rubbing his baek
against college walls,” nor of rubbing his
brain against the brain of men wiser than
himself. His strongest argnment agsainst
‘“larning " was that A¢ had never been to
college, and he had gotten along remarka
bly well. By a process of literal interpre-
tation he had persuaded himself and his
people that feet washing is an ordinanece of
Christ aud of permant obligation., Accord
ingly, once or twice a year, the church as-
sembled and went through a regular and
formal ablation of one another's feet—the
brethren serving the brethren, and the sis
ters, the sisters. It was brought before the
Strawberry (!) Association onee, I think,
either by the foes or the friends of the cue-
tom, and the inquiry was into the legiti-
macy and bindingness of the custom. The
body wisely voted that the pastor and mem-
bers of Btonewsall should be allowed to
wash their feet as often as they needed
washing, but that they shounld not make
the omission of the custom a bar to fellow-
ship with other churches. This was ex-
actly right. Bro. Archibald Macelay, of
New York City, with his Mulberry Street
echurch, celebrated the Lord's Bupper ev-
ery Bunday morning. Nobody objected,
and he and his people objurgated nobody
for a different course. It is when extreme
men magnify their difierences and insist,
each, that his viewa shall be universally
adopted, that strife and schism get the as
cendency aud new sects originate/ An
evangelical body of Christians once split
into two, because one party regarded the
Psalms of David as the only words to be
lawfully sung in a gospel ehurch! Bo far
as my knowledge extends, the seeedin
body still exists, and the only element o
discord was the one here stated. Bqu;klng
of cleanlinesa reminds me of a visit I made
to Elder Davidson's people during wy
Lynchburg life. They were having a pro-
tracted meeting and I rode down to see and
hear and help, if need be. An old brother
Matthews was already in the stand, and
preached the only sermon I ever heard that
didn’t have some good in it. He commented
on Aecta 8: 32—40. When he got to the
phrase ‘‘a certain water,” he argued stoutly
that the word certain signified that the
water was deep enough to baptize in! Near
the close of the discourse he paused and
looking over the audienee, asked, ‘‘ Are
there any eunuchs bere to-dayi If so, come
and be baptized.” The administration of
m %M%E tt:s pastor was ludierous

isgus e extreme. Beizing the
ill- dressed eandidates, and pronouneing the
baptismal formula with irreverent haste, he
slung them into the water and pulied them
out in the most unseemly manner. One
poor creature came up out of the stream
and rolled herself over and over on the
new plowed earth until she was a e
of filth and folly! It was the first time, and
I trust may be the last, that I wasashamed
of the beautiful rite that my blessed Lord
instituted when he said, ** Thus it becometh
us to fulfill all righteonsness.” How touch-
ing and significant is this ordinance when
rdomed slowly, reverently and believ
ngly for the honor of the Master! I beg
our pastors never to Aurry tArough the sol-
emn serviee merely to convince gainsayers
that twelve men ean immerse three thou

heard him preach, but
among the leading ministers of his day and

left a fragant memory in 8 lvania
county, where his name is embalmed in a
1 d flourishing church known as

an
¥ er's.” My impreession iz that he

‘brought it 4 large family of ohildren who

soelal position; bat I've lost all
traces of them by the disturbing effects of
the war and the lapse of years. ;

John was first associate pastor with
** Fatbher Courtney,” and then soledmtor
of the First ehureh of Riehmond. e was
a portly and | man, of black hair
and a benevolent and of self-pos-
sessed bearing in the pulpit. I do not know
why his pastorate was brief in the metrop-
olis. It requires constant stady and sys-
tematie visiting to hold one’s ground in a
eity where rival charches are eourting the
popular favor, and I do not think he was
intensely studious, or active in his pastoral
ealls.

He became thée pastor of Fredericksburg,
and found his salary so small as to impel
bim to the practice of law. When R. B,
Semple dissuaded him from sueh a’diver-
gence and received the excuse that his in-
come was too seanty for his support, he re-
plied, ‘* Bro. Bryece, If you were to receive
a thousand dollars, you would spend twelve
hundred, and if your income were raised to
this last sum, you wounld go beyound it in
outlay.” From this remark I presume the
kind bearted man was not a gevod finaneier,
for he did engage in the legal practice, and
altimately removed tosome part of the West
where be hoped to find a wider fleld. Re-
porte came back to his native Btate that he
was npot as abstemious azs Paunl exhorts
Timothy to be in 1 Tim. 3: 3; but as to the
truth of thess rumors, or whether he learned
wisdom from experience, I have had no
means of ascertaining. He certainly was a
person of generous impulses and of a sym-
pathizing heart; and, I trast, if he fell,
that he rose again, wiser and stronger by
the error. He was married {oar or five
times, and, blessed with loving wives, was
an affectionate and faithful husband.

John (?) Johns was an old man when
Olopton, Jeter and Wiit were raised up to
oecupy the area in which he had labored in
the early years of this century. I never
heard him preach, but was oceasionally at
his house and saw how kindly he felt to~
wards the new comers and how respectful
they were to him. Old men should never
cherish jealousy towards the young, nor
shoald these put on airs as if they were the
men and wisdom would die with them.
This old man told me a bit of his personal
history to prove that old folks can’t safely
adopt new fashions of dress. I will put it
nearly in his owa words: ‘I was going to
start to Richmond in a few days to sell my
tobacco, when my two daughters begged me
not to go to the big city wearing my pants
hanging on my hips in the old fashion, but
to wear s, which all the geatle-
men had then adopted. 1 told them I pre-
ferred the old style, but to please them I

to wear them if they wonld knit me

a niee pair. This they eheerfully prom-
ised to do. Accordingly I put on the sus-
penders when I started to the city. Bat
the next morning when 1 got up to attend
the warehouse, 1 forgot all about the sus-
gmders and left them dangling down be-
ind all day while I was busy with the mer-
chants! When I came home I told the
girls, they said, *Well, father, we'll give
you up,’ and I've never put on a pair since.”

William Y. (?) Hiter lived in the latter

proportion as it had been opposed, and he
firmed in his convictions of its di-
vine origin and its final triamph. He trav-
eled mueh and kept a diary of his journeys,
his efforts and his experienees, but they are
not such as would interest the reader,
though y evidently interested Aim ex-
y. Indeed, like Bro. Johms, he
up the old fashions, not as to dress
¥, but also as to the methods of conduet.
ing worship, until the young ple re-
volted. I was onoce tata in
whieh & sermon of close fitting truth
ust been uttered, and knowing his predi-
for long windedness, T ventured to
for I was in the pit—that any-
added might divert the eonsciences of
the hearers from their sins and do positive
barm. He appended a tedious ‘‘exhorta~
tion” to the sermon, as was the old enstom,
and, I still believe, to the detriment of the
audience. But he was so hart by my offi-
ciousness 1 had to make an humble apology.
This was not she first nor the last time that
my fongue got me into trouble.
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Spilbe Woolfolk, of Oaroline, sent his son

Oharles to Andrew Broaddus, while I was
his pupil, and by going home with the son
I learned som more of the father.

He told me rhat in his
horse-stealing

schools, he did good by being good. Is
there any better wayt .

William LgfTwich, of Bedford, the father
of two preachers—James and George W.
Leftwich—was for many years the fearless
champion of truth in his eonnty, and was
greatly blessed in his work. I besrd him,
with sincere pleasure, only onee in Rev. 22:
17—*' The Spirit and the bride,” &e, and
if that was a fair specimen of his rh—
ing, he was no ordinary man, Bap-
tists are not skilled in bringing ont their
strong advoeates, and if these have not in
themselves a little *‘ modest assurance,”
they often live and toil and die in obeeurity,
Bat the Master will honor them,

Robert T. Dantel, whom I saw and heard
only at the Geéneral Association in Lynch-
buarg about the year 1830, labored yin
Virginia and partly in North O He
was a lovely man out of the pulpit and a
lively one init. I hope to learn more of
him when we meet in the heavenly country.

Robert Hurt, of Halifax, the familiar
friend of John Kerr in their young days,
was with him at a camp meeting in that
county about 1831, and was of the same
type of preacher, except that he was less
impetnouns. A. M. Poindexter, greatly his
junior, bad preferred some éharges against
him on aceount of his supposed woridliness,
but they did not materially impair his
standing. Alluding to that diffienlty, be
introduced hia discourse on that occasion by
gsaying meekly that he had more serious
charges against himself than any which
fallible man had ever brought against him,
bat that he was still trostiog in the merey
of God. His modest way of uttering this
apology seemed at onge to disarm eriticism,
and be was heard with respeetful attention.
Not baving informed myseif as to the
charges and evidence, I eonfess I was in-
elined to the echarity that ‘' hopeth all
things.”

N. B. As I can’t get all the passengers

into my *‘ omnibus,” [ shall have to make
another trip.

When a person tells me that he does not
go to chureh beeanse the poor are not wel-
eome there, I eannot resist the eonclusion
either that he has never been, or that he is
poor in other respects than in lack of
money. There is a poverty of character,

magjiuess, perception, far worse than any
of purse.

" Wot;:; a ct:;:olt.\ﬂmember tells me that he
g to th-eure prayer meetings
instead of the charech prayer-meetings, I
can only ntter Elisha's prayer for his ser-
vant: “I pray thee, O Lord, open his eyes,
that he may see.” He will be of little or
no use to church or world any more antil
that happen.

When a young minister says he flnds it
much easier to preach extempore than to
write his sermons, I bhave sympathy for his

When & poor woman who has not the
means to support herself and children says
she has to pay ten dollars for yers for
the repose of her sister’s soul in g:rgatory,
I feel that somebody is praeticing an impo-
sition om ignorance and poverty whieh is no
better morally than highway robety.

When 5 member of another denomination .

says he has'changed his views of doetrine
and wants to onite with mine, and at the
same time seeking a small loan to help him
ont of immediate necessities, 1 look into his
record to discover how many other churches
he has belonged to and borrowed from. A
Christian should not be suspicious over-
much, neither should he squander over-
mueh on chureh tramps.

‘When a politician says he seeks no office
and is visiting Washington parely for pleas-
ure, I look in the newspaper each morning
to find out if he has yet received the ap-

mtment to something be prof ¥

not want.

When the deacons of a church are to be
found in the vestibule before and after ser-
ﬂmelr::ing 8 g° nrd smiling ev-
ery y good spirits, I congratulate
the pastor, and perhape envy him s trifie.

When the saloon keepers offer the argu-
ment against prohibition tbat it does not
prohibit, I feel a good deal more confident
that it does. And wben they raise corrup-
tion funds to defeat it, I know that every
good man ought to vote for it.

When a real-estate agent tries to use

-




