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Another Omnibus.

There is another class of ministers with
whom I took sweet eonnsel in Virginia, and
who deserve to be classed, not among the
old men, but among the men of the present
generation, though they have passed away.,

J. B. Jeter stands at the bead of the col
-amn. W. E. Hateher has written so copi-
ounsly and justly of him, that I need not
eommend his book to your numerouns read-
ers. 1 will only say that from the begin-

of his eareer, he did his own thinking,

his sermons and writi were strictly
the ofhisinowu r u.rThghnyd-
ing a great deal an age o cy an:
e If he mqnh?;:l kno:?l:dge. ie.
the thoughts of other men, he compounded
and digested it until it was assimilated to
his own mental nature and became a t
of himself. He never asked some ing
member of his ehureh or sodality what his
opinion was and then voted with him to
gain bis favor. He was an independent
and honest man.

James B. Taglor, first the working pastor
of the Seecond, and then of Grace Bireet
churehes of Richmond, for a long time Mod-
General Association, identi

bas given us & memoir of his life,

‘| 1.will only add that he bad & talent for busi-
raised

aised bim from poverty to afflo-
Bauyiog lots in the improving por-
f the eity, when they were compara-
cheap, economizing his means, an

g on_to his property antil its value

troduced them to feeble ehurches and des-
titute ons that would bave remained
unhel but for his ageney. He eollested
funds, awakened dormant ehurehes, eorre-
sponded with judieions brethren, and was
for years the animating spirit of ail the do-
mestic interests of the Old Domigion. The
world will never know the self denial, the
hard work, the persistent energy of this
sterling man until the day of final retribu~
tions. They that sowin tears shall reap in
joy.

Daniel Wité, mentioned in a previous ar-
ticle, waas the life long friend and ecorre-
spondent of J. B. Jeter. Their faithful love
was like that of David and Jonathan. Tt
lasted longer than life, for Jeter, the sur-
viving partner, wrote a tasteful and tender
‘sketeb of his friend’s character and minis-
try. When they started out on their boy-
ish mission, people @iffered as to their rela-
tive promise. Jeter was tall, gawky, cold
and unsophisticated. Witt was below the
medinum eize, easy and accessible in man
ners and somewhat used to society. Inthe
pulpit, Jeter was slow between the words
of a sentence, methodieal in arrangement,
seleet in his terms, and until warmed by his
subject, rather heavy in discourse. Witt
leaped at once into his subject, and making
a pause before each sentence, as if to think
it out, dashed through it with a rapid but
lacid diction, and then resting a moment,
as if to give his hearers time to take it in,
he rushed forward again; his black, piercing
eye meanwhile adding foree to his thought.
Jeter was ambitiouns of leadership,and placed
in favori uimumstmeut:tndied hard to
the close of life, and, ever improving, rose to
high distinction as a thinker and writer.
Witt, seemingly indifferent to fame and de-
clining all agencies and ealls to higher
posts, simply stuck to his rural pastorate,
and closed a long and beautiful life not far
from the place where he began his work.
Both men were needed in this complex
world and both were excellent in their dis-
tinet spheres.

Many anecdotes have been related of this
twin-like couple, some founded on fact and
some on fancy. [ give only one, well au-
thenticated, as illustrative of their disposi-
tions. They were riding along together
and came to a church on the road side,
where a minister who had been eried up by
his people as a ‘‘biggun” was to hold
forth. It was a week day, but the andience
was large. Hitching their horses, they went
in and respeetfully listened.to the sermon,
and then continued their journey. They
rode some distanee before silence was bro-
ken. At length Jeter said, '‘ Witt, what
do you think of the sermon?” * Well,” re-

lied Witt, **I think by the help of the

rd, I conld preach as well myself.” ‘I
know I could,” squeaked his friend, *‘ help
or no help!"

Addison Hali was a cultivated gentle
man, the pastor of churches in the region
bLetween the Rappahannock and Potomac
rivers, nsnally known as the Northern Neck.
By his first marriage he was the father of
Mrs. Jeha L. Shook, and, I think, of Mrs.
Tobey, who went as missionaries to China,
He had also promising sons, one of whom
has written a neat biography of his father.
He was, by the ansolicited vote of the dis-
triet, a8 member of the Virginia Convention
that passed the ordinanee of secession. (At
the time of his election, the entire Btate
was radically opposed to that measure, but
it was drawn into its adopiion by the ex-
tremists of the North and SBouth). Mr. Hall
was a fluent and correct speaker, and though
of a husky voice, stood high among the
churches and general public. His latter
days were clouded by a domestic sorrow as
upexpegted as it was terrible. Marrying a
young lady from the North who was teaeh
ing school in the county, and who, being a
Baptist, of rare accomplishments and of
engaging beauty and manoers, promised
him a life of serene comfort after a long
and dreary widowerhood, he found, to his
utmost horror, after a few years, that she
was onfaithfall BSbe and her guilty para-
mour went off to parts unknown and have
never been heard of sinee. Although the
beloved brother received the widest and
deepest sympathy, yet the burden was too
heavy to bear, He withered and mourned
and died of & broken heart, Oh! what a
fearful reckoning awaits that wretched pair
at a foture day! Js there not—ought there
not to be—a hell somewhere in the universe
for the punishment of sueh erimes?

A, M. Poindepter pursued a partial ecnrse
of study at the Columbian College and be-
gan a splendid career of un-efnlness as a

in Halifax ecunty. As a preacher
and platform speaker, be had no saperior in
the State, He anited in beautiful symmetry
the analytical power of mind with an exast
and tenacions memory. He once assured me
that after haviog composed and thoroughly
memorized a sermon, he eould at any time
and with the shortest notice, preach that
again word for word. r:ﬁink that

tor. He was mdlnglyl:wlhd act

to
alternately as the yonding Secretary
of the Foreign Mission Board with James
B. Taylor and as the finaneial agent of
Riechmond College. In both these relations
he displayed comsummate energy. How
much he effected for both these great Inter-
ests time will pever disclose. He lived
through the stirring scenes of war, lost one
of' his sons amid its vicissitudes, resumed
his labors for the College, buriéd an exeel
lent wife, another son and an only diﬁs:
ter apon the return of peace, and soon fio-
|ahodpgla eourse, poseibly reslizing that life
is a great disappointment. He was emphat-
ically a strong man.

It is in keeping with my
few strictures on his methods, In nolletﬂ%
funds, he people beyond the limits
propriety. ing quite deaf, he continued
t> argue after the inaundible “ No™ was
uttered. Many went beyond their means
and never paid what they subseribed under
severe pressure Others regretted after
wards what they had pledged to do, and if
they ever redeemed their pledges—a rare
event—they felt an inward grudge against
the object to which they eontributed. All
this is wrong. Giving is a Christian duty—
a means of grace, and loses all its beanty
and fragrance if extorted by brow-beating
importunity. Andrew Faller would not
receive a contribution to foreign missions
unless it ““eame from the heart.” The
cause of truth and of God does not need
such wheedling as is sare to give rise to the
remark, 0, he wanted my money more
than my love and my prayers.”

I did not approve of the foreign
secretariee acting as pas when they had
a plenty to do in wvisit churches and
rousing them to benevolence. Their sala-
ries were fully equsal to the average pastor’s,
and I stood up against the softness of the
Board in permitting the double office. Bat
it was an unpopular attitude. This policy
bas long been disecarded. I disapproved
also of some measures of the College Agent,
but had not forece of character enough with
the Trustees to accomplish my purpose,
When two men differ, one being conscien-
tiously obstinate and the other obstinately
conscientious, a colllsion will always oceur,
which calls for divergent pathas of activity
in the futare. Dr, Richard Fuller bas left
a glowing eunlogy of A. M. Poindexter.

Cumberland George was- born April 15,
1797, was brought to a saving knowledge of
Christ in his lgth year, and was ordaiped
at the request of the Fredericksburg church
on the 12th of Mareh, 1819, by a presbytery
composed of Bemple, Bryce, Henly and
James. Up to 1845, he tells us, in a small
note~book, he had preashed over four thon-
sand sermons in connection with his sev-
eral churches. As he lived over fifteen
years beyond this date, it is presumable
that he preached about 6 307 sermons dur-
ing his entire ministry. If we include the
stundying, the pastoral calls and the horse-
baek rides over four hilly connties connee
ted with these sermons—not to mention
the work on his farm—we will bave some
idea of his busy life. Mr. George was a
fine specimen of manhood. He was large,
bat t|;um; oorpnla:t—la&d abebald forehead—
an honest look, and a benignant visage.
Cheerfulness was his most prominent trait.
He was opposed in his work by hyper- Cal
vinistic views that were not only seattered
among his paople, but were embodied in
organized eharches near him, and it is very
difficult when the leaven is diffased, to get
people to take hold on the canse of Christ.
Christians are afraid of taking the Lord's
work out of his hands and sinners are too
orthodox to be reasoned into repemtance.
Bat his infloaence was always wisely diree
ted and his labors were greatly blessed.
His spirit may be seen in the words which
he wrote on the fly-leaves of his books.
Take a specimen: ‘‘ Forever bleased be the
name of the Lord for his goodness and
merey to me. Preached Saturday from
Acts Acts 20: 26 —had an affecting time;
on Bunday from Aects 20: 24—a solemn,
melting time. My soul was full and my
tongue at liberty. Bometimes eoald hardly
give utterance to my thoughts for weeping.
O my God, crown the poor labors of thy
anworthy servant, and forgive, for Jesus’

lan to offer a

Presbyterian minister, said in m
earing, * It kept me in tears all the time,
I have only one eriticism to make on his
style. Men of slow speech shounld use short
sentences.” Men of rapid delivery may use

ones. I thought Mr. George
mﬂm‘u and ret constructed uw:“ o
sentences,
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served the churches at Chumm
FrOduﬂMmE..anrhg the war
taken by the eral authorfties
fined several months in the
Washington. Feeling that
;:rented, be determined Bt:h;
D a strange manner. '
officer what the F. in his
and in what county he was
fessed entire ignorance on both thes
oor ¢ould any persuasion or menace
etition of iry extort any s
answer from mysterions p By
last when he had exhansted the of
his inte tor and amused his W Cap-
tives to his heart’s content, he told him
that his father had put two F'a. in his name,
and that Ae had, for eonvenience, left
one of them, but had never concluded
whieh one it was, and therefore counld not
say positively what family the F. now in
his name represented. As to his n
county, he explained that he was born
what was once known as Culpeper, but
that Ra nock bad been eut off from
it, and dividing line ran

father’s house, that no one had determined
on whieh gide he was born. )

he
returned to Virginia and collected funds for
the relief of the widows and of
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zation and with what success he labored,
have never beéen informed. I only
of several instances in whieh material
help was administered. My
pression is that his life was never so
as it was in his firet labors in Virginia.
was a self-made man,
circles, an ornament to the pul
erted a wide and wholesome

the :
youth with a strange
of cats. The presence of the
creatures threw him into such a
pervous agitation as, if continued,
have doubtless proved fatal. Sueh g
nomenon, I believe, has never

plained.

It grieves me to add that the closing
months of his life were darkened by hope-
less insanity, He was married three times,
and in each ease was happy in his domestie
relations. He had an in family of
children, but they are all removed beyond
the limits of my acquaintanece.
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Errata in the Issue of JZuly 10.
For ‘“the word ereak so as™ read *
word break so as.” 21
For *‘ as the scene changes” read ‘‘as
the seene changed.”

For ** received same number ™
ceived the same number.” ;

Has God Made a Mistake?

§

read “re-
R R

Has God made a mistake in opening
these flclds for the missionaries of the Dm%
Can God fail in his great in
hie only Son for the salvation of the w
To doubt for one moment issin. Togues-
tion cur ability is unbelief in an overruling
Providence. Hesitation in an hour like this
is eriminal. To refuse to act i the eoncen-
trated essence of rebellion. God's hand is
in these movements of the last quarter of
the ninateenth century. Opportunities nn-
paralleled confrgat the chareh of Christ to-
day. God does not bring about such op-
portuniries for Christian effort without
Enowing that there is in the chureh the
necessary elements for _ on the
work—umen and money. ' bas done his
part In removing the barriers about heathen
nations which seemed so insarmounntable.
One of the homan elements necessary to
meet thie crisis in missionary eflort has been
supplied ; for more than twenty-five hun-
dred young men and women within fifteen
months have said that they are willing to
go wherever God may lead. * How shall
they teach except they be senti” Howshall
they be sent without money? Can it be
possible that the Christians of to-day, view-
iog with wondering eyes, and contempila-
ting with joyful hearts, the marvellons in-
terposition of God's hand in all these things,
will shirk the incumbent

¢

to the old apostolic plan: ** Upon the first
day of the week let every one of you lay
him in siore, as Giod bas red him.”
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