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who served the ehurch whtil May 17¢h, 1799
at which date Francis Ollwpl'l‘:'yu ordained
to the gospel ministry and installed as pas-
et 100 "B oo
n 1808, t of
e B et more of him

From 1808 to the present time Bear Marsh
has had several pastors, among whom were
some of the ablest ministors in the denomi-
nation. Although her numerical strength
nnd spititual condition have been ver{ ue-
tnating, she has never, so far as I can learn
& to ‘maintain the ordinances of reli-
glon at any time since her constitution.
Atone thme o -her enrly history, it-is
said, she had but seven members. [n 1860
she hiad 299 members. Her present mem-
bershitp is about 130, '

Her neat and commodious house of wor-
ship was destr;:&ed by fire about 1832 or '38.
In October, 1884, the Goshen Association
met with Bear Marsh church in their new
house. ] find in the minutes of that session
the following entry concerning Bear Marsh :

‘“1t is canse of gratitude that information
from this church leads to the soul-cheerin
conclusion that during the last year'the Im-ﬁ
bas continued to revive his gracious work
amongst them ; so that it may truly be said
by them, ‘ Instead of bitterness we are made
to enjoy great peace.” Their once beautifal
house, it is trup, was burned up ; but God
has enabled them to erect another on the

round thereof, in which we now have the

ppiness of taking sweet counsel together
in an associational capacity. The Lord seems
to favor this meeting with his presence,
which is felt in an unusual degree. The
builder of the new meeting-hoyse is the first
that has been received to membership since
ite erection.” e

The builder referred to was Mr. (Giles Lof-
tin, the father of Messrs, Giles T, Loftin and
Joel Loftin (deceased), both of whom were
members of Bear Marsh.

The new house mentioned was subse-
quently torn' down and worked up in the
larger and more costly building in which the
brethren now worship. .

At the session of 1&4, the Association ap-

inted on the committee of Arrangements

rethren John Carr, Henry Swinson, H
Moore, George Fennell and John Oliver
(son of Francis Oliver). Wm. J. Findlay
was Moderator, and Geo. W. Hufham, Clerk.
The ministers who preached on Bunday were
Wm. J. Findley, George Fennell and Wm.
P, Biddle. The lArT tion seemed
so mruch interested that preaching was con-
tinued on Monday. I mentien these things
because there are a few living witnesses of
them who will read them with great pleasure.

Bear Marsh has held membership in five
Associations—Kehukee, Neuse, Cape Fear,
Goshen and Union (now called Kastern).
Two of these were organized at Bear Marsh—
the Neuse, in October, 1784, and the Cape
Fear, in October, 1806. The Neuse began
with twenty-five churches whose member-
ship aggregated 1,668 souls. Among her

minent ministers were William Wells,
Villiam and Fleet Cooper, and Fran »is Oli-
ver, who was several times chosen to pre-
side over her deliberations. The Cape Fear

with fourteen churches whose mem-
bership reached 1,563.
Burkitt & Read, in their History published

in 1808, stated that the time of meeting at-

Bear Marsh was the third Sunday and Sat-
urday before. The church still worships on
these days, having mever in all hey exist-
ence ¢ the , 80 far as I can learn.
Much more might be written about this
venerable body ; but I now wish to say some-
thing more of one of her leading ministers,

FRANCIS OLIVER,

who came from Virginia to Onslow county
in this State in early life. He married soon
after coming into North Carolina, and moved
into Duplin county, settling upon a planta-
tion near to Bear Marsh church, the same
lands upon which his son, Benjamin Oliver,
lived and died, and upon which his d-
son, Joseph B. Oliver, now resides. know
not at what date Franeis Oliver settled in
Duplin, but it was several years before his
ordination to the gospel ministry and his
entrance upon the pastorate of Bear Marsh
chureh, both of which took place May 174,
1792. Burkitt & Read state that he had, for
some time prior to that date, bee¢n exercising
his ministerial gifts, and they add that “the
labors of Elder Oliver have been great-!;
blessed, and séveral branches gathered.
One of the branches gathered uider Elder
Oliver's labors is the church called Pleasant
Plains in Wayne county. This church still
exists, but now affiliates with the anti-mis-
sion faction. :
Nahunga is another branch gathered by
Oliver. This church, from her gon-
d pe;hapﬁ for a l_h_ '_
at the meeting-house
oy r's Mill, about five
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death, and consequently he never returned
to North Carofina, - |, :

Among the children he Teft behind him |
were John and Benjamin Oliver, the former
borr in 1790, and the lattar in 1808,
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the i church and faith-
the ormance of his clerieal and |
‘Among his children were two daughters,
both of whom married John A, Bi 2
and the first of whom is the mother of Rob-
ert T our noble, consecrated mis-

8 to China.
%&n Ofliver was, through the greater | poor

of his life, a ' member and deacon of
Marsh church, which he dearly loved
and faithfully served until his death in 1880,

He was séveral times chosen Moderator of

the Eastern Association and was chairman
of the Fxecutive Committee until a short
time before his death, his age and infirmi-
ties ‘having compelled him to desist from
the ardwous lbors o which his official po-
sition subjeeted him. .

John R. Oliver, one of his sons, having
been educated at Wake Forest, entered the
gos lminiﬂ‘ﬂy in early life, in which hi

he toiled to the best of his ability
until death in 1888.  The writers of his
obituary said of him; im the minutes of the
Eastern Association for 1883: “‘Thyough
life our brother was an invalid, and his’
dmg;mz.:n wer;aﬂ of such & cd ter ;u; almost
to di m for uty in life; yet,
ufwrnengmdthe;rﬁcng , he la-
bored a great dealin the vine of the
Lord. In fact, it was & surp to man;
how he accompli the amount of travel-
ling and img that he did. Aside from
his afflictions of body, which pressed
heavily umhis mind, he was a man of fine
qualities of head and heart. He de-
scended frem a family that loved and feared
the Lord; and p ' the ion of
Christ in his youth, he led a lfe of strict
&monlitynnd ﬁ:ﬁry until the day of his
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W. B. Oliver, son of J. ¥, Oliver and
grandson of Benjamin Oliver, is the ac-
complished and eloguent pastor of the Fay-

ille Baptist church. He is movin
grandly forward in his high calling, an
already stands abreast with the foremost
Baptist ministers of the State.

lgrom Francis ;)live‘rj. I;n w{;ﬂ be s&en, have

rung one son, J. R. Oliver,
gdu?go gng'mmd.mna. R. T. Bryan am
W. B. Oliver, who have filled and are filling
the ministerial office. Being dead, there-
fore, he yet speaketh to the world, through
his great-grandsons, the words of life and
salvation. Jxo. T. ALBRITTON,

Mt. Olive, N. C.

Am I Right or Wrong ?

Bro. Bditors:~1 have heen absent in
meetings, and part of the time very unwell,
which 18 cause of delay in repl to an ar-
ticle in the RECORDER of March 1

When 1 asked the questions of February
19th, 1 had no intention of writing any
more, but I really fear my brothes
Cade will not be satisfied, and' think it rade
:iddinmpnuﬂnlnouo notice his article at

; -

I must be permitted to say just here that
no one has a8 yet given me satisfactory an-
swers to my questions asked. The fact is, 1
do not er them answered at all, but
there is some consolation in kmowing that
the im contained in them, if not.hinﬁ
else, was sufficient to put *‘one t mind
to thinking, and then to ting. And
another thing : having been informed of the
fact that what I have been doing and prac-
ticing for a long time is *for the worse,” 1
have found it out in time to correct it, if
necessary. Thanks for this much.

Allow me here to state that-I should have
made one exception in the reception of
members into our churches of other denomi-
nations, i e., thatof our Primitive (or Hard-
shell) brethven, on conditions that they en-
ter with their whole heart into the Sabbath-
school work, and give of their means for the

support, of spel. With this agreement

onp&ir'pnﬂ mthem.
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gsometimes Baptists), just like a number |
setting out on @ journey. * Come,” says !'su
ot:e. {ma;im% with less ne:lriu than any), |
*‘let us have but one pugge ~@xpenses be |
d out of common stoek,” Tt would be
tliberal to do otherwise, Thus, they with | ,
little, fare as those with Ewh So ina!:- : plete
to m]jgi ﬂllﬂﬁ o-pinionl L o .
ﬂ:dall differences be waived, all oomm ;
her,andn?hemﬁerwhn& i tor:
e amongst them, they are chargea 0.
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‘* Baptist minister,” at that. An(il-inmﬂ:
to answer them as a ‘‘ Baptist,” it
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for his work! What is ordination, and
~what place does it in the premises?
What is baptism, and .is benefitted by
it, and who is authorized to administer i
I fear this article will, i its
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in duty bound to tell to others all they kne
about Christ. ‘‘ As every 1 Tecy
ed the gift, even so minister the same,” &c.
But, while. s is \ree, God, in hin windom |
& :wnl m men to.
work of the a8 pre 1S, (teachers,) |
Then & minister is one whose duty in partis |
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I can very safely say this has been the
commonly and universally practice:
by Baptists in this conntry for hundreds of
years. I have never witnessed it done by
others than those in Baptist churches. Then
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