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“tar eaclf word must be paid in advance,
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My Trip to Hausa Farm and Return.

After some hasty preparations for my trip,
as packing provisions and medicines in p.
case, binding some bed-clothing on top of
the I mount my pony and leave for
_Hausa Farm at 9:30 o'clock.

The 1. one-half mile wide has to be
crossed a canoe. It takes four men to

ut my horse in the cance. They put him
n one foot at a time, or rather, by the foot.
Of course, when they had gotten four feet
of him in, he was all in, beinga rather short
horse. The canoemen, thin that I do
not hear their language, talk freely about
white men in general and Baptistsin partic-
ular, We are a bad set in their estimation,,
but they mever refuse our money. When
they had said quite as much as I wanted to
hear, I entered into conversation with them
in their own tongue. They were soon put
to silence.

We land at Ebute Meta where we have
some members. One half hour with them
shows that all do not think of us as the ca-
noemven. “Thése know my Master, - Theca:
noemen do not.

We set out—I on horse-back, and my car
rier on foot. He has my supplies on his
head and leads the way. The road is in

order. I had better say foot path.
re are no roads here, but only narrow
foot-paths through the great forests and
fields. Every now and then a village or
market is by the way. 5

things might be said of these markets an
but it makes a letter too long and

you won't read it.

Here is Yaba, for instance, in the midst
of a community of villages surrounded by a
fine farming section. There is a Wesleyan
Mission house and chapel here with achurch
and school. Timothy is located here. He
is not Paul's son, for he is a Wesleyan. He
salutes us warmly, for he was truly glad to
seo us. It is lonely away out here where
one rarely looks a christian in the face.
Though only two hours from Lagos, there
is not the least sign that the soil was ever
trodden by the foot of civilization. The na-
tives farm, yes, and they cannot be beaten
on their kind, but alas for the kind.. No
horse, or plow, or hoe, or axe, or spade is
used in their farming. They use something,
oko, which we translate live. = They farm
for all that. The corn is growing finely.
The soil is fertile. It has clay aub;o L. They
grow corn, peanuts, sugar-cane, rice, Cocoa,
coffee, &o., &o.

We meet many coming towards Lagos.
They are bringing their uce to the mar-
Some were valuable loads
while the greater part of them were not car-

cents worth. How will they pay
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Abeokuta, some of them settled here and
gave this name to their town. It is to be
regretted that they do furnish to the
towns around them a béttér evidence of the
Powor of the ohristianity they professed by
iving up to their very excellent name. A
lifeless christianity that does not lead to the
forsaking of sin and living up to christian
obligations furnishes a good fleld for the
spread of Mohammedanism, These le
were driven out of a city for their christian-
ity, adopt a decidedly christian name, but
are utterly lacking in power to withstand
the deadening influences of Mohammedan-
fsm that are sweeping over this country. Is
this to be wondered at in 'Africa when we
l;ili!mmberl:irtll:t befelitlho ct(alurgheahol Asia
nor, which were plante the ¢
Apostle to the Gentiles? Sty
® reach Hausa Farm at four p. m. Bro.
El and the brethren are ex%e:t!ng us, and
they have made abotit Al t gre ration
that natives make for us, They .dpa rubbed
the mud floor and walls of the room with a
fresh wash of clay. Their bospitality usu.
ally consists in fornishing a room {or us
This, however, is our own property.
at home. We have a lot of oué acre with
several houses on it, The dwellings are in
very fair order, but the house of the Lord
has fallen down at one corner. A storm,
doubtless, proved too strong for it. It only
requires a few poles be cut, a few bundles
of thatched roofing to be gathered, and the
fembers come together & day to put all in
order, Alas, how often it requires more
enor?ry than a whole town can produce to
repair a

Iam

small breach in the house of the

Lord. They can build a Mohammedan
moﬁm. y can nd any amount on
an idol feast, but the house him whose

are the silver and the gold are left in ruins,
Can Africans ever be induced to doanything
for themselves in a religious way? This
house was built for them by a brother.
It has fallen down. They have not put it
up, but are now holding their services in the

dwe house. Bro. Eli and I enter the
fallen church house., He into one cor-
ner and takes down a gin box full of idols

and cowries (shells used as money). The
idols are soon given up by our converts, but
the cowries are the contributions of the
members. We sat down with this box of
idols on the piazza. A group of interested
natives gather about us, We talk with them
about these idols to learn something of what
their superstition leads them to aufpose
that these images can do for them. I take
them out one at a time and we talk about
each,

First comes out Isore. It isa dnmgling
made of mud, cowries and certain kinds of
leaves worked uﬂ t:_::fether and baked in the
sun. It is as hard as a rock. This was
Akpata's qod He put it under his pillow
when he slept. It was zlggpowd to protect
him and su‘pﬁly all his needs. He has seen
the error of his way, believed in Jesus, and I
baptized him in Lagos.

'he second was lde Osun, god of brass.
It comsists of two brass rings worn a8 brace-
léts on the arms for security against all the
ills of life. These belonged to Akpata's wife.
She holds on to these, and lets her husband
go when he becomes a christian. So some
glaim that christianity is doing more harm
than good. It is bringing trouble into some
homes.,

The third is Ifa. It is 82 palm puts in a
plate. The priests shake the nuts up in
their hands, The falling of a certain num-
ber of nuts from the hands of the priests in-
dicates certain results which are to transpire
in the near future. Ifa is one of the great

s of the Yoruba people and has many
mages in addition to the palm nuts,

But there are so many that I must not
pursue them further, The principal gods of
this town are Ifa, Shangm%nn, &ec. We

them about

mﬂy enjoyed this talk wi
gods. They get off good jokes on their
own superstitions.

They care nothing for
their qlgg: only in time of great need or dan-
ger. heathen worship is very expen-
sive. One man in this town a few days ago
spent ninety dollars in being initiated into
tE: mysteries and privileges of Ifa. The
money was used in ngs and feasts.
He réceived for his money and trouble an
insignificant idol about three inches long,
which he is to worship the remainder of
life.. But this is by no means the last offer-
ing. Every trouble that rises sends him to
the priest, and the priest must have a sacri-
fice. A small vil will spend from $600
%0 $1,000 & year on idol worship.

e christians .“and them chrhti:‘::

ity without mouney thout price,.
oAy to spend their money for
It is not al
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mosque. Thereare no streets in an African
town. The houses are all built alike. One
midem find his way back home without
a " 9

@ have a long pleasant evening's conver-
sation with Bro. Kli's family about varions
things connected with the work and anhour
of worship until 10 o'clock has come. He has
not eaten his supper at that late hour. He
retires to anotber room and T hear him gob-
bling up his slop, Natives all eat with their
fingers out of callabashes, They do noteat

our kind of food, nor ¢an we eat theirs,
hence we never eat togéther. They do not
table and eat as we

ﬁnthar as & family at
0, but each and eats when he is ready,
or rather hungry, for there is not much get-
tiandy—no table to set, no knives and
forks, spoons, plates, or cups and saucers to
be set in order. Their principal articles of
Tood are palm oil chops and eko (made from
corn). An American hog wouldn't eat it,
because the pepfor in it is too strong for him
and the palm oil too rich.

I went out about 10:30 o’clock and looked
about—no, I tried to look, but the darkness
was impenetrable. Jt must not have been
darker in pt. No light is visible except
a few stars seem to be tryins in vain to
light up thisdark town. I shudder out in
this darkness alone to think of the deeper
spiritual darkness in which the people are

ng. Those dimly shining stars are a

re of the few ch who are shed-

ding, though it be but dimly, their light on

this town cursed with darkness. I prayed

for the town. Thank God, we can meet

Christ here, and our souls fill with joy over
the of what he will do for Africa.

On re ;gwthn house, I opened my
Bible and read Acts 10¢h chapter—Corne-
lius and Peter's vision. May I not be sent
horotonigh;hto aoml:‘amlm t:’ like Corne-
lius, is pra ] me speedil
come when theggejudin of Africans nﬁ
Anglo-Saxons shall be so overcome by the
fullness of God's Spirit that the one will
gend, and the other will come, and the Holy
Spirit's power fall upon them and this poor
Ia:tr!eople besaved. Even socome quickly,

Jesus. There is comfort in his prom-
ise, ‘I am with you,” even in Africa.

Baut to bed I mus:.cgo. My bedstead is too
short by fourteen inches. A clockand watch
about three feet from my head and mos-
quitoes do not help to ** tired nature’s sweet
restorer, balmy sleep.” The everlastin
ticking of the watch, occasional striking
the clock snd whirring of mosquitoes

promoters of wakefulness. A pillow
three feet long by two wide, ormamented
with patchwork (crazy work) as hard as
Jacob's pillow at Bathel contributed no lit
tle to my discomfort. It costs $2 35, but
no man who would be ‘‘a big man” in this
town can afford to be withont one of said
illows. Mine host is a big man. The
balogun and other officials have them.
They are fashionable, and that is quite
enough. People coming to civilization get
so many wrong ideas. They get so many
things in the mmlace for any comfort.
Where the right place for such a pillow as
this is I do not know, but I' do not think it
would add to one’s comfort m{‘whem. Antgr
way I landed it on the floor: This being the
only article of bed clothing mine host fur-
nished, there is no further blame to be laid
on him for my discomfort unless it be for
not finding bamboo poles to floor his
bedstead with. In spite of all, I am soom
slumbering sweetly. :

The tion began to assemble for
preaching before I have risen from my bed,
After & bath, cup of tea and some bread, I
am ready for work,

All the dignitaries of the town call on me.
They are ready seated when 1 come out of
the {som After expressing my gratifica-
ving them come and salute me, I
preach to them. I told them of oux common
origin, the sin of our first parents, and so
our sinful state, my own experience of &
work of from its rise on to salvation
through ghriat; after thas, of my sense of
duty to come to them and tell them of the
Oluint who had brought such and m
to m I turned, to

in their order abont these idols, as to what
they can do and what they can not do&nnd
drew them to the only true God and his

| gl
Jesus to sa with the reading of
John 8: 16, with comments, - They listened
attentively to the close of what I had to say.
we have some general talk—all keep-

own soul.

1

their seats still.
of themn said, ‘‘It bhas been the cus-

toni'olourfuhmtowo’ iip these god
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we must, if we would

One woman said, as I W

es the that she is i

ip. *“Ido confess that I worship
but I have found nothing better.
‘* But T offer you the Christ of
tures.- Will you bow down,
him 1" She could not decide to !
her litl:loiod to Christ.’ I asked her
would y her little native lamp aft
san risen? Eheﬁkly-m, "
““Then," I said, * you knew only
dumb idols, you could not be so much
for following the best light you have, bt
now you have a better, who
light of the world, has risen before
fou should turn to him and
ight in all of this darkness. If you we
fall into the ocean, would you catch
this little stick idol, when a great
lying by you and men were ready to
board 1" They all answered, ‘‘No.
should take hold of the life-boat.” *‘The
here is Christ, the Captain of our Salvation,
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who is mighty to save. Will holdon to |
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this little stick, or will

All of these said, *
think about these
doubtless, wil gradually
teachings, and many will go
u{." I said, *“What ! go on that way
be lost forever ™

That

sowed the
only knows what will be in
church m::bledon
mum hm. ‘ Wi
Matt. 11 : 28—'* Come unto me,”
We examine and receive seven candidates
for baptism. We then proceed to the
gide. The members and a few others
com us to the baptism. The mem

§

on the shore pleasant remarks |

as each candidate is dip¥ei African nature

has & way of its own of dealing with very |

solemn nubfeots. An African lnaghs where
others would weep. It was difficult for me
to keep from laughing at some of the re:

 marks ma.daamd at the behaviour of some
_Are ,.DL'rhﬂ. _candidates. a a siderable
tussle with one man h(ift_rmd'l ooui% pat him

all over under the water. [ may as well say
that I baptized this man (while with his own
consent), simply because I was somewhat
the stronger of the two.

This was a happy season. We could real:
ize fully the presence of Jesus with vs. Af:
ter the baptism, we talked to the candidates
of their duty now in their new relation to
Christ and l.ia world, They must live close
to Jesus and bring their friends to Jesus.

After some talk with one and another
the members about various things as build:

ing up the house of the Lord at theirown |
expense and undertaking more special work |,

for the Lord, I return to Lagos.

Excuse the length of this, I will add that
word comes to. me, that they have re
the Lord’s house, are using it, and

our work. Pray for us and our work.

All the family join me in love to you and |

to all the brethren,
Yours in Christ,
C,
The Presence of Jesus,
“Itis I: be not afraid.” Mark 6: 50.
These were the words Jesus spoke to.

C. lemxi.

&

disciples, when in terror they beheld him | **

wal
ret towards their little fishing boat. More
literally the words of our
am L" They were words of pdwer,
of assurance, and words of promiise,

ever the Lord Jesus assumes the title *
Am," he gives virtually a ﬁﬁumnhe of
divine tance to the full extent of
need. Thus, u‘ ﬁm entered upon
trying career of law-
Isrnef, he was_to # before the nation
and proclaim, ‘I Am hath sent me to you,”
Ex. 8: 14, Inthuumminoiummq

:

re?iuroe of p'ower fo‘:’IR the people, ﬂrﬁ
ot o leader. |
:;la ﬁﬁ: whmm the abundant ful:

Dess, rather ol
stan: : _

- pany the presence of the Lord am
people :
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