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Mysteries, Real and Imaginary—No. 2

DEATH.

God has seen fit not to tell us much on
this subject that we should like to know.
He has made it clear, however, that death
does not mean extinction. “It is ap-
pointed unto men once to die, but after this
the judgment,” means that there is some-
thing in man that survives physical dissolu-
tion. Then we are told that the spirit re-
turns to God who gave it; Christ committed
his spirit to the Father and assured the thief
that he should be with him that day in Par-
adise. Stephen called upon the Lord to re-
ceive his spirit, and Paul declared, just be-
fore his death, that it was far better to de-
part and be with Christ, and said, moreover,
that for him to be absent from the body was
to be present with the Lord.. I know some

to explain away Christ's assurance to the
thief by what he said to Mary on the morn-
ing of the resurrection ; but it is evident he
meant by this, that he had not ascended
since his resurrection. That man is a spirit
is involved in the fact that he was made in
the image and likeness of God. The body,
all theough the Scripture, is' recoguized us
only the temple in which the man dwells.
Then God declares that he is the God of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and that he is
not the God of dead men but of the living,
and Jesus said of little children that their
augels do always worship before the face of
my Father in heaven. Add to this these
facts: the friends and brethren of Peter
thought Rhoda had seen his spirit ; the ex-

ence of millions of believers who have
seen their loved ones on the other shores as
their souls were leaving their bodies; the
parabolical teachings of our Lord, and the
evidence is overwhelming. It is, therefore,
apparent that all Scripture which refers to
dead men as silent and ignorant, speaks of
their bodies.. Take, for example, ‘‘For there
is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor
wisdom, in the grave whither thou Ve
It may throw some light on this subject to
look at man from a Scripture standpoint.
He is a dual being, namely, bodg and spirit.
The soul is simply the life of this dual be-
ing and refers to his animal or spiritual life,
and sometimes to both.

This leads us to the discussion of the next
subject:

HELL.

There is a disposition, just now, to blot
ihis place out of God’s universe, but the
tendency proves its existence. ‘Wenotonly
find it in revelation and in nature, but in
every human breast, There is something
deep down in each of our hearts that says,
if there is not a bell there ought to be. If
sin is a fact, then hell is & ty, for bell is
only sin run to seed. Our translators have
greatly mystified this subject. There are
two words in the original, one referring pri-
marily to the grave and secondarily to the
D e eorriog primactly 1o &place

other re [
outside of Jerusalem ‘wm filth snd
waste of the city was
'Gto the nnq‘.umoublo
the devil and h
made much of
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onishment everlasting ¥ Yes, because sin

8 continuous, and 'evil men and seducers
wax worse and worse. ' Dives neither de-
sired nor promised to do any better, only
E::‘yod for a little relief and did not go to
for this. He plead that Lazarus might

be permitted to do as much for him there as
he bad done for Lazarus here. Abraham
reminded him that he was abiding by his
own choice, and that the fixedness of that
choice wasthe hopelessness of his condition.

HEAVEN.

We know as little here as other-where,
but what little we do know is exceedingly
Precions, aye, a very heaven on earth; as
ittle as it is, we cannot tell it. -Words trem-
ble and break down under the far more ex-
ceeding and eternal weight of glapy that
overwhelms us as we view frour@far the
third heaven where God resides—that holy,
happy place, that glorious city whose builder
and maker is himself. But it is not so much
the place as the condition of its inhabitants,
“Now are we the sons of God, and it doth
no: yet appear what we shall be, but when
we shall see him we shall be like him.”
Then I have thought, or have tried to think,
of the ecstacy that will fill our souls when
we see Jesus. Words fail me here, for to
utter my soul would lift me into glory.
Some have never felt the joy of which we
speak, they neither hope to know the Sa-
viour, nor themselves, nor their loved ones
and friends in that world of bliss, for not to
know each other is not to know one's self or
the Saviour. The long list of names in
Scripture, and the register in heaven, are
meaningless unless we retain our identity.
What is the use of my going to heaven if I
am going to be something other than my-
self, knowing nobody and nobody knowinﬁ
me! *‘But,” the objectorsays, ‘‘ how coul
I be h:(rpy to know that my loved ones are
damned, or to know those I had wronged "
You do greatly err, my friend, not knowin
the Seriptures Our sins are blotted out, an
as to our loved ones who are lost, we see
them as God sees them. They have lost all
that we loved in them, are spiritual corpses
that are at once repulsive to themselves and
to us. This is why they call upon the rocks
aod hills to fall upon them and hide them
from the presence of him who sitteth upon
his throne, and to whom all bearts are re-
vealed. If Christ can be happy who died
for them, you need not be uneasy about
yourself. If Lis compassionate heart is not
troubled, you can rest assured about yours.
Bear in mind that a soul can never be
damned till it has rotted, till it has lost all
of the image and likeness of God, and is of
its father 3‘19 devil—in his image and like-
ness, To go to heaven means to be like
God, to go to hell means to be like the devil,
T» go to heaven you have to crucify the
body, to go to hell you have to crucify the
soul whitﬁl,meaus the loss of both body and
soul in unending agony.
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FPeeling in Religion.

Feeling is of just as much use in religion

" as steam i8 in an engne—if it drives the en-

gine, it is good; but if it does not, it is not

ood for anything but to fizz and hiss and

uzz. There are some people that seem to
be like yard engines, that pever go any-
where, hut keep puffing and blowing and
hissing, and running up and down side-
tracks, doing nothing, going nowhere.
Feeling in religion is of no value at all if it
does not propel us along the track of duty
toward our final destination—God. Fine
feelings, glorious feelings—we all have them
after our measure; but fine feelings, quick
responsive sensibilities—do you not know
that they have bean the occasion of the ruin
of some of the test geniuses that God
ever gave to the human race! Feeling is a
miserably cheap substitute for duty. It
takes more than being happy on Sunday in
church to be religious.

My friends, religion never stops short of
holiness. It means that, first and last. Re-
ligion does not stop at feeling: religion does
not stop at tradition, or at respectability, or
at ecolesiasticism, or at painted windows, or
at spaciouns cathedral aisles, or eloquent
preaching, or delicious music; gion
means, always has meant, always must
mean, the communion of the human
goul with God in righteousness and holiness.
And that kind of n oosts; it takes the
best there is in a man to be religions that
way.— Joseph Porker,D. D.
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“ Consécrate ;onmlw}o_l today to the
Lord.” Ex, 82: 20,
Fill your hands to the Lord. Accordin

to the Jewish ritual when & person was ded-
icated or consecrated to the , his hands
were_filled with some present suitable to
offer unto God. Hence the term consecra
tion signified * filling up,” Tt was an orien-
talism also, for every infefior when he ap-
peared in thmmenoe of his ruler, to bring
 F e doctsing of ik i
e doctrine of co tion, as it
in Scripture, takes on a eomplexp:g.-
In the New Testament it reveals sev-
eral distinct phases. Not apprehending this
great truth in its full symmetry has led to
many extravagances in christian experience,
Desire to be free from the dominion of
sin i3 surely to be covetel more than the
love of sin; and striving after holiness more
to be desired than indifference towards it.
Nevertheless, the soul seeking an experience
of decided consecration is ex to many
serious dangers. The subtle foe is ever on
the alert, ready to supply base imitations
for genuine experiences. Therefore we
should try every spirit, and test ovr:;y con-
fession of a professedly surrende soul
with the unerring word of God. A Nor need
we hesitate to condemn as false any theory

or experience which makes self the promi-
nent factor in consezration. Thinki abolut
self,

self, speaking of self, and glorying
are frupiet wh?ch grow on other trees than
those of the divine Husbandman’s planting,
Nor are we far from dangerous ground
when emotions or ecstacy, produced by
whatever cause, become the soul's pursuit.
When such is the case, we probably shall
soon drift into the spirit of comparing our-
selves with ourselves, and of secreuly re-
joicing in our supposed attainments. Nay,
more, we shall be apt to compare ourselves
with others, and esteem ourselves better
than they., Pride thrives on our seeming
superior holiness, The truly holy man is
one who is ever ashamed of himself, and
would fain dismiss every thought and calen-
lation about self from the beart: because as
a real disciple be is exercised in heart and
thought with Christ, his Lord and Master.
His soul hungers {9 know more of him, to
be engrossed with (Lis varied perfections, to
realize bis wonderful adaptation to every
need of our whole being, to lose himself in
the ocean of his Iove, and realize the sov-
ereign free grace of God in his exceeding
kindness to us through Jesns Christ our
Lord. The seraphic Rutherford, the holy
Bengel, the devoted M'Cheyne, the earnest
Brainerd, were truly consecrated men:
culiar in denying and not extolling self, they
exulted in Christ.

There are man{
consecration inclun
may mention :

I. SUBMISSION TO THE DIVINE WILL.

The seeking and doing of one's own will
is & hereditary evil in the rebellious flesh of
man, It is, therefore, contrary to nature to
gubmit to God’s will, the carnal mind bein
enmity against God, 8o it is entirely o
grace when one is brought not only into ac-

aiescence, but into joyful submission to

od's will. Foritis ible to submit with
resignation and exclaim, “‘Thy will be
done,” without rising into the higher expe-
rience of delight in the will of God. There
may be a joyless philosophy in acquiescence,
and a sorrowing faith even im submission,
but these lie below the plane of full conse-
cration. Nor does the sentimental spiritual-
ity of Faber, expressed in the line, *‘I wor-
ship thee, sweet will of God,” of necessity
attain to the height of actual consecration.
An enii%tened understanding will be occu-
pied with God himself as the object of wor-
ship, and not with any impersonal attribute
or ?erfection of the Godhead. And the in-
telligent believer will seek to know the will
of the Lord through his word, not to wor-
ship it, but to obey it. ‘I delight to do th
will, O my God,” (Ps 41: 8), was the g
confession of the truly consecrated mans
and no, more sobering experience is therd
than this, correcting our flippant boastin
of things beyond our measure, The sou
that cannot trul,; say, “My delight is to do
3{ Lord’s will,” knows as yet, experimen-
ly, but a partial oonaecmion.
Il. THE VIELDING UP OF SELY.
Fall consecration includes whole hearted
ielding up of life to its rightful owner, We
{io not like the word * survemder.” It is

things which scriptural
de, amongst which we

exacting, or the enémy demanding. It

otﬂ tion—it was
n vation—it OCES:
e :

attitude with |

nard will shed abroad its fragrance, ‘the
devoted disciple, like his master, canout be
hi?f' He need not therefore proclaim him.
gell. '
IV. RERVICE.

Consecration is a condition of service,
Indolence, as one hath expressed it, ** is the
rust of the soul.” There may be the service
of waiting, but there will be no slu .
ness, nor inertness in the life of a b |
whose eye is ever on the Lord. Intelle
emotion, love, conscieuce, will all
in their own ts, and

Pl

nndarthaguidmouhes' 10 serve.ur |

Lord Jesus Christ. The
what wilt thou have me to
appropriate on our 1
ment of our submiss
will be done.” KEver remembering whose
we are, and by whose we live, may it
be ours to mgand to the inq'tllry, n
will go for us?” **Here am I, send me."
Isa. 6:8. Bat, in order to enter upon this
experience, we must first recognize tie fact

do?" will be &

that all believers are already consecrated ?'
the of the Father, by the blood
the Son, and by the sealing of the Boirit.

For .consecration is separation or devote-
ment. And as we have been already sepa-
rated by the sovereign, distinet, and written
action of the Father, Son and Spirit, we
should ever aim at the purpose for which
we are thus set apart, in cleansing ourselves
from all fiithiness of the flesh; in putting off
the old man with his deeds; in avoi ‘
every evil way; and in walking wortny o
the vocation wherewith we are called.

Thus consecration becomes red ‘toa
few simple practical itions. I cannot
consecrate my old natore, for that is a dead
corrupt thing, which in receiving me,
on the ground of Christ's merit, has judi-
ciously set aside. 1 -e:nnot consecrate my
new nature, possessed by virtue of
with Christ, for that the “ :
was and ever will 'be gerfocuy unto
God. But this T can and must realize; that
[ have been called out from the world, and
all its sin and death, to be wholly set apart
::;i degﬁ:od :;:: the Iord's'spodal owner-

; us the measure of my ypractical
magifeat consecration will be yc.*nrt:tl in
proportion to the measure with which I ap-
prehend God’s soveréign act of consecration
already accomplished upon me. —Rev, Geo.
C. Needham's ‘* Bible Brigfs.”

This and That.

This has reference to the State Sunaay-
school Convention held at Marion. 8.
Request was repeatedly made that some one
write a brief account of the meeting to va-
rious newspapirS, The Convention was
called inter-denominational, but the name
seemed inappropriate, if not a misnomen,
as there were go few denominations inter
(into) the thing. So few, in fact, inat it
straips the truth to genk of it in the plural
number. In the clising exercises when re-
quests were made to write an account of the
meeting to denominational papers—
paper—the singular number ¥

rauier
ber was gaoqéq if |
there were only one such ‘znm' in the State;

and the one mentioned one ‘that so
caustically scathed another
about a year But that was not 80 mor-

n omission as was made during the
an o ] ﬂn‘who

tifyi'lf
meeting by one of the best s
gaid **we have one Lord’
but omitted to use that im t
without which we cannot be loyal =
ful to tll:m Iordmﬂntter:.thnn are
hasis upon
gon essential, possibly that ﬁu
what they term a mmm —40
ence, . To be sure they Dot suppose
anyone thought it essential to

But then, people don't- teil
own.w og, and um%
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And for tiris reason he
God does not need

knows he is not ac
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