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Paul's Three Missionary Journeys.

#“But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way ; for
beis a chosen vessel unto me, to y
before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of
Israel: for I will
must suffer for my name’s sake.”
Paul was one of the most remarkable men
that ever lived. He had all the elements of
possessed a burnin
, unflagging perseverance, inflexible will,
, decided convictions,
unbounded enthusiasm, self-reliance, and
genins of the highest order.
endowments of a great leader, _
qualities, when arrayed against christianity,
made him a no mean o
verted to the cause o
him one of the most influential and success-
ful advocates of the christian religion.
a persecutor of the church, he was sincere,
earnest, uncompromising and
When he became a christian, we see these
elements conspicuous in his character and
He was unselfish and self sacri-
ficing. He wasnot a hy
no duplicity in his counduct.
was no pretence. We discover
i unguestionin

ow him how
ots 9: ll';,g?ﬁ.

t character.
fixedness of purpose
He had all the

‘When con-
Christ, they made

There was
His religion

carity, and
out his whag

fore we speak.”
Christ and his cause, yet he was no enthusi-
ast. He could say, in justification of the
zeal of himself and his co-laborers, ‘‘For the
love of Christ constraineth us.
thus judge that if one died for all, then were
all dead. And that he died forall, that they
which live should not henceforth live unto
themselves, but unto hime which died for
them and rose again.”

He had the most implicit faith in the gos-
The truths of christianit
m shadows, but actual verities, and he
consecrated all powers of his being for their
Gireat men are not
needed on all occasions. Some one has said, -
“God does not need man
America need
ington, and God raised him upand qualified
him for his work. All this and more was
emphatically true of the great Apostle to
As God had a spe
in the conversion of Paul, so he had in the
reparation for his mission in
o was & chosen vessel when
but & youth, while he was studying at school
in his native city, Tarsus. His Greek train-
ing and Greek culture prepared him to grap-
le in after times with the subtleties of Stoic
and Epicurean philosophers. His training
under the far-famed
master of the Jewish polity, Jewish theol-
0gy, and Old Testament teaching.
converted to christianity, he was enabled by
rofound erudition in the Old Testament
Beriptures, to discover the true relation be-
tween the Mosaic economy and the Chris-
tian dispensation, as is clearly démonstrated
in that master treatise entitled the Epistle

to the Hebrews.

As a chosen vessel to carry the gospel to
the Gentiles, he performed his mission, not
personal ease or aggrandizement. He

above working at tent-making at
Corinth and elsewhere, He inured Mmself
p, making journeys on foot through
deserts, over hills and valleys
8wollen streams, ex
ing heat and winte
hrink from dangers.

e believe, there-
ardent love for

Because we

defence and

tall cedars in his
y one Wash-

the Gentiles, cial design
training and
the church,

amaliel made him

d to summer

cold. He did not
@ was often exposed

rils in the wilderness, perils by land
8ea, perils from robbers, and perils from
No sinister motive could be
ned to him, for he coveted no man's
As a missio
missionary w
r him, We turn now te our sub-

ver or gold.
Model for every
afte

L PAUL'S FIRST MISSIONARY JOURNEY.

first regular mission for the conver-
of the Gentiles was orga
The church at this im

At Jerusalem the honor of sendin
et e o 8

riwrwis
. Pau's thres misel

nized at Anti-

g
g

Ghost. ‘‘The Holy Ghost said, SBeparate me
Paul and Barnabas unto the work where-
unto I have called them.” There was a spe-
cial conviction of duty that influenced those
men of God in giving themselves to the work
assigned them. On the other hand, the
church was convinced of her duty in the
premises, and hence by prayer and fastin
and laying on of hands set Barnabas an
Paul apart for the work.

Paul with his companion set out on his
first missionary tour about A. D. 45. Bail-
ing down the Orontes, they came to Seleu-
cia, the seaport of Antioch, named after one
of the generals of Alexander the Great.
Hence they sailed to Cyprus, an island in
the Mediterranean Sea, lying almost due
south from Seleucia. Landing at Salamis
in the southeast of the island, they preached
the word of the Lord in the synagogue of
the Jews. Here it may be remarked that
Paul and his colaborers in their missionary
jourueys always availed themselves of the
privileges of the synagogues. The Jews of
the dispersion had their places of worship in
evar{mcity, whera they dwelt in sufficient
numbers and enjoyed the protection of the
Roman government.

Leaving Salamis and traveling west to
Paphos at the western extremity of the is-
land, the two apostles meet with their first
opposition. It was from Elymas the sor-
cerer who -sought to turn away from the
faith the deputy Sergins Paulus. He was
smitten with blindness by Paul. This mira-
cle doubtless profoundly impressed the dev-
otees of heathenism at Fa hos where a mag-
nificent temple, dedica to Jupiter, ex-
isted at the time of Panl’s visit. is man
is but a specimen of all who deal in the
black art. They have always opposed the
gospel. Superstition, sorcery and necro-
mancy can not stand the full blaze of gospel
light.

The missionary partly having left Paphos
and sailing a little northwest across the sea
of Pamphilia, reach Perga on the coast of
Pamphilia. Here we have the first intima-
tion that John Mark, a nephew of Barnabas,
had accompanied the apostles on their mis-
gionary tour. Weare informed that at Perga
he left them and departed for Jerusalem.
Perhaps he grew weary in the work, or be-
came Simuraﬁd as we sometimes become
in our times. This was the ground of Paul's
refusirg to take him in the second mission-
ary journey.

aving Perga and going due north into
the interior, they came to Antioch in Pi-
sidia. Here on the Sabbath day they went
1 into the synagogue and Paul, by invitation,
addressed the assembly. How gladly he
embraced every opportunity to preach Christ
and himr'crucified. We have a synopsis of
this remarkable sermon recorded in Acts
14th chapter. Paul preached again the next
Sabbath, as his preceding sermon had greatly
moved his hearers,

But another enemy appears on the stage,
destined to follow him up, mar his success,
and even endanger his life. The apostles
having axprea.sog a prefence for the Gentiles
as hearers, served still further to exasperate
the Jews. 'This biFoted race stirred up the
people against Paul and Barnabas, and com-

lled them to leave. They shook off the
dust of their feet against them and came to
Iconium. Here they remained sometime

reaching the gospel with success, the Jews
in the meantime opposing them and finally
succeeded in their expulsion from the city.

They next came to Derbe and Lystra,
oities of Lycania. At Lystra, Paul healed a
cripple, whereupon the priests of Jupiter
prepared to offer sacrifices to Paul and Bar-
nabas. This was prevented with difficulty.
Here Paul does not hesitate to antagonize
boldly heathenism. There is no compromise
of truth—no golicy seeking—no huntin
popularity at the expense of truth, duty an
consistency, but a firm, decided stand for
the right. The fickle populace come and go.
They vacillate from one extreme to another.
Awhile ago they took Paul and Barnabas to
be gods, but now, influenced by the Jew
they take them for devils or impostors, an
stone Paul, leaving him half dead. After
his recovery, he and Barnabas came to
Derbe. They now think of returning to An-
tioch. A few days after this, they an.u
again through Lystra, Iconium and Antioch
o?“Pisidia, ordal’;ﬂng elders in averg city
and confirming the churches that had been
established.

Thus we gather that they had abundant
guccess, notwithstanding the violence of
their enemies. And so the 1 faithfully
reached will be crowned with success.
g‘hi& successful yet trying igumey was but
the harbinger of success many & mis-
sionary tour undertaken since t day.
From Antioch in Pisidia the missionaries
travel to Pan'ﬂ)hiltn and come to Perga and
thence to Attalia on the sea-coast where they
took shi ﬁn&md_having sailed to Antioch
repo church by which they had
been recommended to the grace of God.
What was the nature of this report we can
only conjecture. Thus ends the first mis-
gionary journey.

IL PAUL'S SECOND MISSIONARY JOURNEY,

The first missionary journey lasted about
two years. It was about ten years later be-
fore the second was undertaken. Darin
this interval the celebrated counocil, rderm,
chapter, was held at Jerusa-

is oouncil were

known by the apostles

inthumimmnﬂ. t was haps a
ghort ti Mmmmmm
oil, that Panl

| ﬁmm ;;'E.':’ the brethren

'were doing.
bad olapseg,

During the ten years which
these feeble churches had con-
tended with much opposition, persecution
declension, and defection. They might well
rorreaent the condition of some newly con-
stituted churches on heathen soil at this dai.
Paul knew what they had to contend with,
hence his solicitude. Perhaps some of the
feebler bands had become extinct, others
were scattered abroad, amd many of the
young disciples had gone back to the beg-

garly elements of the world. A difficulty.

occurs just as they are about to set out.
Barnabas wished so take Mark with them,
but Paul was violently opposed to this.
Hence, Barnabas, having separated from
Paul, took Mark and saiFed to Cyprus and
the history of the missionary operations
closes at this juncture.

Paul took Silas as his companion and co-
laborer and departed being recommended by
the brethren to the grace of God. They
travel by land up through Syria and Cilicia
confirming the churches. Tarsus, Paal's
native city, lay in his route, but we are not
informed of Eis visiting it. His parents
were perhaps dead, and in all probability
most of his relatives were dead. He had a
married sister living at Jerusalem. A

rophet, however, is not without honorsave
n his own country, among his own people
and his own kin. Be this as it may, Paul’s
zeal for his Master's cause transcends all
love of home and kindred. He wishes to
save souls and hence hurries on, regardless
of social enjoyments and love of pleasure,
across the mountains to Derbe and Lystra,
that he may see the faces of his brethren
once more and know how they stand.

At Lystra, Timothy whom Paul after-
wards called his own son in the Foapel and
to whom he writes his last epistle, was or-
dained to the christian ministry. After-
wards extending their joum:li. they preach-
ed the gosgel throughout Galatia and Phry-

ia and planted churches in those regions.

0 the churches in Galatia, Paul afterwards
wrote the Epistle to the Galatians. Passing
through Mysia, they came down to Troas on
the sea-coast. From this place they essayed
to go into Asia and Bythinia, but the Holy
Ghost suffered them not. Here a vision of
a man in Macedonia, crying, ‘‘Come over
and help us,” was seen by Paul and Silas.
Convinced that it was their duty to cross the
sea and preach the goa‘rel in a hew conti-
nent, they took ship and sailed for Philippi,
a seaport on the river Strymon. The first
fruits of their ministry here were the heal-
ing of the soothsaying damssel, the conver:
sion of Lydia and hepvhotseheld-and the
jailer and his household. © These were the
original elements of the Philippian church
to whom Paul afterwards wrote an epistle.
Persecution awaited them also in this jour-
ney, for at Philippi Paul and Silas were cru-
elly beaten and cast into the dungeon. But
they rejoiced that they were accounted wor-
thy to suffer for shame for the name of
Jesus.

Upon their release, they left the city, jour-
neying along the northern coasts of the
A sea. Passing through Amphipolis
and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica,
one of the most important cities in north-
west Greece. Here entering the synagogue,
they reasoned with the peoﬁe three Sabbath
days in succession from the Scripture and
succeeded in forming a church to which his
first two episties, L. and II. Thesssalonians,
were written. Being driven by their com-
mon enemy, the Jews, from the city, they

o by night—sent by the brethren—unto
rea, where the people were more noble
than those at Thessalonica, inasmuch as
they search the Scriptures to see whether
the things spoken by Paul were 50 or not.
But the Jews of Thessalonica came hither,
stirred up the people so that the brethren
sent Paul away to go as it were bﬁr sea, but
Silas and Timothy abode there still. Paul’s
journey was now due south, dowy the coast
of the Jigean sea as far as Athens, whither
he was brought by the brethren. Here he
was surrounded by Grecian idolatry, the

statues of gods and heroes being seen on
every hand. It was a city of y thou-
san The satirist Juvenal said in

derision of Athens that it was more easy o
find a god there than a man, Here on

Hill he encounters the Stoics and Epicure-
ans, the philosophers of the times, and dis-
courses with them on the christian doctrine
of a resurrection from the dead, a doctrine
received by some but rejected by the many.
A few only were converted to the cause of
truth and teousness, among whom was
Dymus, Areopagite, and a woman

na
Leaving Athens and going west, they
cross the gulph of Corinth to Corinth, the
largest, wealthiest, the moast pleasure-loving
and corrupt city of all Greece. Here was
the famous temple of Venus, the goddess
who was su to preside over that licen-
tious city. ul labored here a year and &
half and ?oceoded inohonu v :Wﬂloa:;

ishing an us church, to w.
afterwards wrote two of his principal epis-
tles. Leaving Corinth in company with
Aquila and Priscilla, they cross &I’Egun
i%u, a famous

Jerasalem fo Antiooh, ' | ¢

Paul departed from Antiooh, went through

sins,’

cases” and

Finney tells us in his antobi

Galatia and Phrygia in order, strengthenin
the disciples ; then he tarned dus west an
ng through Asia as before, came to
mus where he labored two oé;.n' a
longer time than he spent at ang r city
during bis m tour, he was
eminently successful, a flourishing church
was established to which ba addressed the
Epistie to the Ephesians. Ephesus, at that
time, was the most cele city in the
east. Here was the celebrated temple dedi-
cated to Diana. To this city the inhabi-

tants of all parts of Western Asia resorted
and from al ris of the civilized world.
The people of Northern Africaand Southern

Europe visited it. And all were to
purchase silver shrines of Diana. Hence, the
making of silver shrines was a profitable
business at Ephesus, until the preaching of
Paul tarned the people away from idolatry.
Here exorcising evil spirits and various
other l:l:::u-lz ﬂm whrfo mdced.l ﬂlmh
was the infloence of the gospe arge
numbers, who followed such business,
brought their books and burnt them. De-
metrius and his colaborers in thesame busi-
ness of making silver shrines, seeing their
craft in danger from Panl's influence, set the
whole city in an nproar and stirred np the
ple against Paul. After the disturbance
ad been quieted, the Apostle went into
Macedonia, visiting perhaps Philippi, Thes-
salonica, Berea, and other places in Greece,
then came to Corinth where he remained a
short time, again retracing his steps, travel-
ing up the west coast of the sea,
and then due west to Philippi, from which
place he sailed across the sea to Troas, At
this latter place he preached until a late hour
at dight and broke bread with his disciples.
Here he restored to life Entychuos who, dur-
ing a deep sleep, had fallen from the third
story and been killed. Leaving Troas and
E‘%ing south, touching at Assos, Mitylene,
ios, Samos, and T llium, he came to
Miletus where he had that tender and touch-
ing interview with the of the Ephe-
sian church, whose faces i was destined to
gee no more. He then leayes for Jerusalem,
passing by Coosy Rhodes and Patara, and
taking another ship at Phenice, he and his
party sailed to Tyre, and from Tywre to Ptol-
emais, and thence to Cesarea, where he
spent a short time with Philip the Evange-
list, and then went to Jerusalem where he
was arrested, and, after several years' im-
prisonment, sent to Rome to appear before
Nero. After his release, he may have vis-
ited Spain and Italy. On his second trial
before Nero, he was beheaded, having writ-
ten just before it to his beloved .
Paul stands before the christian worl
the model missionary. R. W,
Farnham, Va.

What Many Ohristians Need.

The man who is empty himself cannot fill
others 'The profesaog christian. who can
hardly stand up on his feet is not likely to
do much effective work in his Master's vine-
yard. How can the r brother who is
trying to keep his farthing candle from be-
ing blown out, how can he so0 ‘‘ shine as to
glorify God,” and be an illuminator to guide
other people to the Saviour? Such feeble,
grasping christians may count on a church
roll, but they count very little anywhere
else, There is but one cure for this spirit-
ual emptiness, It is not to attend more
prayer-meetings or hear more preaching, for
putting sermons into some souls is like
pouring water into a sieve. What such
empty souls need is a fresh inpouring of the
Spirit of Christ.

(1) Those who really want this and seek
aright for it, can have it; and one mark will
be an increase of faith. The disciples asked
for such an increase, and so may we. A
feeble faith may move a mcie- hill, but it
cannot stir A mountain, It can say ‘' per-
haps God may hear, or perhaps L can do
some good, or perhaps I may get out of the
quagmire of doubt and debility.” Now
faith is just the taking in of Christ into the
soul, and the more of Christ the more
strengt.h. To grapple with ‘“stubborn

to conquer debilitating doubts, to
carry a heavy load, to take bhold of ‘' hard
try to bring them to Christ, to
do all such feats is given to those who are

filled with might in the inner man., Luther
spent three hours a day in prayer

that he
wrestle with

Charles G.
phy how he
remove the

might have the stamina for
the giant on ‘‘the seven hills.”

was once pleading with God
diﬂionlt.iaaptbat ogaruohd his

says that “his flesh trembled on his bones’

and he shook from head to foot.” Then |

there came a full tide of w rance into
soul, a ““ great lifting up,” and a sweet

of entire trust; from room he went
“forth into one of the most
that he ever witnessed

by, bl presching.
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embrace christianity, he might
*No, I thank o )
now without

draw oil out of thoyﬂinﬁm
black waves of persecution.
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with the sparkles of
filled with Christ,
brimming over.
which thousands of those who
selves christians need; and
ot arm L 300
oy—are n your
and Saviour offers to you
ou an ‘‘abundant
to let him bestow in
own termst
L. Cuyler, D. D.
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