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The Biblical Recorder.
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The Christian's Royal Inheritance,

hrist is God's,” 1 Cor.

How great is this word ali/ 1t is as high
heaven, as deep as hell, as broad as the
niverse of God
When God said to. Abraham, *‘ Lift up
thine eyes and look northward, and south-
ward, and eastward, and westward ; for all
theland which thou seest. to thee will I give
it, and to thy seed forever,” that wasa grea
grant. When he said to him further, ‘I

Saviour, and said,
‘‘ Behold, Lord, I give half of my goods to
feed the poor, and if I have wron
man, I restore unto him fou
& noble resolution,
the dancing damsel that he wounld give her

ing she might ask of him, even fo the

becanse he was rich. But all
sink into the ntmost insignificance when we
them with the inheritance ocon-
tained in the text—** All thin
whether Paul, or A
world, or life, or death, or things
thiogs to come; all are
Christ's, and Christ is God's.”

1st. It becomes nus to consider for awhile
some of the things which belong to the
christian :

Abraham, with his great faith; Moses, with
his meekness; Job, with his patience; David,
th his lbw:ett songs of Zion; Solomon, with
proverbs of w
g, indefatigable la
llos, with his burning el
his sternvess, inflexibility and
; and John, the beloved
the breast of Jesu
fe, inflnence, death an
resurrection, all, are written forour instruc
nt and guidance in holy
_ _ and to make us better,
wiser and bhappier here and hereafter. Let
us ln:lmfzd thmm c%n?wteﬁrli, Imp;ove tl(;uu-
minds y profiting where they
excelled in excellence and virtue, and thus
Enw to higher attainments and perfection
christian life, -

8d, The world belongs to the christian.
This world upon which we live; which Sa-
tan claimed as his, when the old deceiver
?lid ml:;l? .lnd fullness
¢ L] 1]
rid then, hutzlblo folll:;or of ttl;e Lord
belongs to you. yours to enjoy,
prove, to beautify, to adorn,
m it 'gi'l—-with all its ma-

its )
Etl:l?hg brooks,

stoad: before the

fose promises

are yours,
pbas, or the

, with his dee
bors, toils and suf-

fixedness of purpose
disciple, lou?in; u
whose character,

tion, encou me
and’ divive things

“* The earth
thereof.” This

its silvery lakes, its
ita lludorl;:r{m gtl beautiful rlva_:i'c,

and sublime. as

e

80 withodt: this Bleased: book? - Ts-is' 16 o
directions.

mortal souls as a book of

& manufacturer constructs a mhiaﬂi
0

he also constructs and puablishes a bo

which tells kow to run and mandgeit.  We
the 1
ing;
lessed Bi-
vern-
to the
navigator, as & compass to the sailor who
travels unknown seas, as s lamp to the feet
of him who travels in the dark, so the Bible
is to ne, Says one : ‘' Bome are always look-
ard and miswrious thiigs in
@ tbe‘{. I read the

eat the flesh

and lay the bones aside, Some arealways
to eat the bones and never seem to
powers of diges-
I shall in the
future have the ability to digest the bones,
“1 love the Bi-
ble,” said an old lady, ‘‘ because it is God's
It is the book that condemuned
me, and the book that acquitted me, the
book that showed me I was a sinner, and

are as machines wound up by
Maoufactorer, which sre self-
#nl God puts into our hands the
ble, which tells us to preserve self
ment and how to doit. Asac

ivg for the
the Bible, bat I am not 1i
precious word like I eat fish,

trying
relish the meat. I have the
tion only to enjoy the meat.

till then I'll be content.”
holy word,
the book that led me to the 8aviour.”
I love the Bible as a book of bi
men.
It shows the good and the bad side of men.
It shows tkem all around from every
and eve
or less, flatter—not so this,

reat faith, the father of the faithful, Well,

say, * What wonderful faith t.hi; gm

en
think of how little faith T possess, and then
I say, “ Can I ever attain to such wonderful
My heart sinks as I remember how
weak I am, how many times I am brought
to doubt and to fear lest I be deceived. I
read on, and I find where even Abraham dis-
sembled, where even he hesitated and falter-
ed, dnd tried to deceive—and then [am en-
couraged—not because [ am glad that Abra-
ham sinned, but that human pature is the
of Abraham.

bad!” I think of it, I admire it.

faith

same fo-day it was in the days
I read of the patience of Job. Well I say,
‘1 never can attain to such &
tience.” I read on, and I remem
patience, and how easil
my seélf-control. Well,

his

world, the sun which gave light u
occasion, T am ancoun%vd.
glad that Job sinned, but that human na-

ture has always been the same, and he who
was forgiven gives me encouragement that
if I go to God as he did, I may be forgiven
too.

As I read of David, the man after God's
own heart, [ say, ‘1 never can attain to
But as [ read of the wick-

such ness.”
edness he committed in taking Uriah's wife,
and haviog her husband putto death, [ say,
“Well, God will fo
trust in him.” An
tion in Paul, A

Paul,” others “ [ am for Apollos,” and oth-
ers **I am for Cephas"— Paul asks the ques-
tion, *‘Is Christ
to hear the Apostle say to them, ‘“No, no,
but all things are yours,” &c.

dth. Life is yours. You see I have put
the Bible before life, because life without
the Bible would be a complete failure, Go

back to the days of ancient Greece or Rome,
and as you behold the gross i

reekin
tars of their blood¥
A

purity and virtue of vigorous men and beau-

tiful women trodden under the heel of pub-
see

lic opinion as an unholy thing; when
lewdness and debauchery soldat a premium,

I feel that human life without the Bible
were & ten thousand fold greater curse than

blessing.

It is & great responsibility to live. To be
in this world and required to keep t.hgbli:ﬁ:f:l
i 8

law. To life with all its
and all its res bilities. To+be the chil-
dren and wards of God, and yet the custo-
dians of our own bodies. To be the ar-

chitects of our own success or failure. The

happiness or ‘

- A R e R 2
the accumulation of wealth, the gratif-
A o v s et T b o
g on ublic es i bu 8-
! & in M&nngter,'theexerciaeoi faith,

the performance of good works, and devel-
grow

6th. The
glory, b

aphy.
It deals with the ideas and the conduct of
And it is true biography. It does
not show the true and leave out the false.

phase
standpoint, All bioiraphies, more

take up this
Bible and I read of Abraham, the man of

of pa-
rmy im-

sometimes lose
say, ‘‘I never can
govern my temper, and control my feelings
as he.” Ah!as [ discover that this patient
man grew impatient, lost. his temper and
patience, cursed the day that he was
born, the mother who brought him into the
n that
Not, that I am

ive me if I only put my
80 I read of imperfec-
pollos and Cephas, and
though the people were divided in their es-
timation of them—some saying, ‘‘Iam for

vided?” and then I seem

orance, the
beastly  sensuality, the licentiousness and
murders that existed everywhere, as victims
in their own blood stained the al-
s; as I behold the

sion in |
her, see th.a?ynou live

H;:. th—ex
right, Make W-]ﬁm model. A good
is bet oint ore
et s P Sifcahe bl o
m'rhhu. more desirable and more en-

is yours—with all her |

h\.‘ M“:mdnsin itt m dmhﬂi
[ a8 -0 ¥
love? Are L:n rrin
art vilh the i of miselons, s wiil o
theé orphan, dn ‘ery of the ¥ Do
u' recogmize the church as the of
g;rm.mddo ou see that none of the mem-
bexs suffer l{o.yop remember he died for
his church, the bride, the Lamb’s wifet God
ant you may love the church as Christ
oved it. Let! christian learn the song
and sing it ont of a Mll heart :
“1 Jove thy kingdam, Lord
‘I‘ho‘ﬂ:m thine abode;

The ehurch our blest Redeamer saved,
With his own precious blood.” |

And let him remember her at a throne 'of
grace,

“ For her my tears shall fall,
For her my prayers ascend ;

To her my toils and cares be ,
Till toils and eafres shall extd.”

Glorious old church, fight on, stru ‘on,
tifl the last son of Adam shall be ‘
till Zion shall resound with the loud hosan-
nas of those who shall sing the praises of
their Lord, as they shall come up from the
east and the west, the north and the south;
having washed their robes and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb.

6th, Afflictions arel yours. Shall the chris-
tian pass through the world and have no
sympathy with its sufferers? No. God in-
tends they, too, who love him may be made
rfect through suffering. Abraham, Job,
David, Daniel, Paual, Peter, and

Christ tasted, m drank of the cup, and we
are no better they. Affliction is God’s
refining pot, and it is meet that we should

pass through it, that'the dross may be con- |

sumed and the pure gold may be all the
more precious and brighter by the fierce
contact, :

Two painters were frescoing a wall. One
ste back from the wall to the edge of
the scaffold to view his work. He was so
intent with what he had succeeded in accom-

lishing that he was just ready to step off
kward. His fellow-workman, seeing his
immediate danger, seized his brush and
daubed the paint upon his work, while thus
he was engaged in admiring it. Filled with
anger, he rushed forward and cried ont with
flashed cheek and blood in his eye, *“ Why
did you spoil my work!" ‘“To save yeur
life,” was the reply, and then the man was
satisfied. Ofttimes. as we are viewing the
work of our own hands, does our Heavenly
Father see we are much engaged in it
that' we neglect the“propér observance of
those laws which are necessary for the pres-
ervation of onr own spirituall lives, and as
we thus idolize self, he comes and with the
brush of affliction dashes destruction over
our premeditated follies, and we may cry
out with bitter disappointment until’ we re-
alize that he did so to'save our lives, and
then we rejoice that oyr lives haye been
most mercifully preserved even if our work
has been lost.

As the shepherd in Switzerland when his
flocks have eaten the grass in the valleys so
low that there is no longer good grazing,
tries by various means to get them up the
mountain side; when he ean not toll them
by callinf or feeding, sets his dogs upon
them to frighten them up, but t0 no avail;
then, as a last resort, takes a little lamb in
his arms and climbing over the mn(gh and
ru places to a certain distance desired,
holds out the lamb while it bleats, and thus
attracts the attention of the mother sheep,
which begins the asceut, followed by an-
other and another, until the whole flock has
left the closely-nip grass, and now wades
among that which has heretofore been un-
cropped, aud which is sweet and luxuriant,
and now the whole flock is in greener ‘gu
tures, and are all again united and together;
so God sometimes by affliction takes, the
little lamb, the infant babe, from its moth-
er’s breast and transplants it into the

tures of heaven, where the mother looks
y faith, and then the father is drawn, and
another and another, until all the family are
saved, one by one, never more to return to
these low grounds of sorrow, but to enjoy
the green pastures snd to lie down by the
still waters of heaven forever,
“ Affliotions, though sesin sev
Are oft in marcy':g.“ paip

7th. Death is yours—with all its destruc-
tive tendencies, It tears down this house
which God has built and lays its different
members low in the dust. It s the

! make
R A SR s et | 7

the plow in its unfinished furrow. It stops
the workman and leaves the house to
ere it is complete x‘m.&

orying. ~And yet death is given us of
Loxd, a«mw th so0 that it is
not now what it used to be, Once it way
our enemy, but now it is our friend. Op(ﬁ
he was to be greatly dreaded, but now he
w‘h‘;bm'amm ‘He
& lerTyman wao - 0 ; lﬂ§
T R

' tants know n

- 0 Lo g _._I:,.I‘-'II.I\l'.:. fil‘ LMol
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on state. -
The body, sown in

=5 3
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raised in power; sown a patt s
shall be raised a s%l:ihul body ; sown in
corrupticn, it shall be raised im i

tion ; sdwn in dishonor, it shall be

glory. The battle-scarred and d s0il
veteran shall be newly unifoiwmed and pro-

moted by the resorreetion. The scattered |
family shall there be reunited. We: shall
know each other. We shall forever

dwell |
together witbout the thought of parting. | walls

“ There shall we see and hiear and know,
innd“ desired or wished below; -
wer flnd sweet. »
In th:,?‘otm'ml“r o world dqu”-nw
oth, Heaven is yours. The land that is
fairer than day, where the sun never sets,
the moon never wanes, where, il abi-
death Whmevg-';f loyment is i
s B
ing; every word's hﬂ&ﬁ
ment

state of felicity : a place. of happiness;
%rnd afc;ulnnt.;g:’:ﬂi; home of peace “l:d'raa'

@ may speak gates, its goiden
clear as crystal

for eye hath notseen, ndr%:*n ‘p[ i

hath it entered into the lieart of ‘man to con: | 14
ceiva of the glorions which God ' has
in reservation for ) '

queen when she had come

parts of the earth :o“ua‘mmtm

we will when we see the beauties and glories | pai

of heaven, exclaim, '*'The half has neéver
been told.” This is in. paxt the christian's
royal possession. TR -

Now in conclusion : ;

10th, Upon what gondition are all things.
yours? If ye arve Christ's, Having Christ, |
We pOossess: every . Withont Christ; |
we are nothing, With Ghrist, se are rich ;.
without Christ, we are poor, very :

ou Christ's? 1f s0, ¥ co late yon—
zmuaeymmhls:m ‘have turned | ©
our back upon sin and sinful things;
Phatosine sanghian choas e Cagutee |
‘s daughter, o . : |
affliotion with the children of God than to |
enjoy the pleasures of sin for' a season, you |,
have like him. chosen the wealth.of hea
in gmfemneemthmo of earth ; the se:
of God rather than the service of the w
one ; and this condition T
you. *‘“All things are yours; w. _
:1:1 Apollos, orkcaphma:. or ll:q-ardu:g;:m
ngs present, or thitg ; all are
mg, and yo are Christ's, and, Christ
‘&ll .

The Oonversion of Zaccheus.

It is useless to talk abonf
Christ and trusting him, and
sweat assurance of forgiveness,
ous hope of heaven, unless these bave mads
yo:t btfak oft w';l:’ h-d;nhmoﬁwm
80 6y may Al them, behind

s

ve to the poor.” Therewasa
ghooould not make up his m
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