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Owsar's Dues, or Qur Duty to Oivil Gov-
ernment, '

BY REV, 1. R. JONES.

“ Render, therefore, unto Ceasar the things which
are Cosar's.” Matt, 22: 21.

This text, which is a part of the reply of
Jesus to a question propounded by the PL_:-
isees, with which they hoped, but did not
succeed, to *“entangle him in his talk,” sug-

- themsntg ect that I want to c;:n?ider.

asar passage represents civil gov-
ernment. Let us ce u?e fact, ¥

I. THAT WE ARE UNDER OBLIGATION TO OIVIL
GOVERNMENT,

This is true because of the benefits we de-
rive from it. Its object is to protect our
rights, our lives, property and liberty, and
to help us in many ways. Baut for its pro-
tection there would be for us no security,
no peace, no happiness. We retire at night
to rest and without fear, or even
thought of being molested and harmed dur-
ing night, se the government has
El_noad‘qmund our hemes & strong and ever

Our sleep is sweet and re-
freshing, becanse we fear no dmﬁ At
evary corner of our possessions, it sta
tioned a sentinel who says to the would be
intruder: “Thus far shalt thou come and
no further;” and he dares not approach
nearer for fear of arrest and punishment.
We bave rights that are natuor
that are Fmtaoted It says to him who at-
tempts imposition or infringement upon
these rights, ‘‘ Hands oft.” d so about
chem is sét & hedge that cannot be crossed
without punishment to the offender. For
these other benefits the government bas
claims upon us, that we as citizens must
satisfy or be untrue,

Il. WHAT ARE THESE CLAIMS{

1. Obedidnoe. 1t would hardly seem neces-
sary to stop at this point, but there seem fo
be some loose notions in regard to obeying
laws held, even by people who are consid-
ered clever citizens, such, for instance, as
this : **The law is a bad one ; I was oPpoaed
to its being enacted, and did what 1 could

t it, and, th-refom. 1. do not feel un-
der obligation to keep it.”  With feelings of
this sort, some can, with easy consciences,
run illicit disti or deal in unstamped
tobacco, or violate other lJaws. Whether the
laws are what we would have them be or
not, so long as they do not interfere with
conscience in religious matters, we are
bound by considerations of the best interest
Chans 1 smiiliad in the Sesipiures, 0 oboy

en ptu 0

them. For the general welfmomo coun-
t'? .obedience to a bad law is better than its
olation., Paul in his letter to the chris-
tians in Rome “E:r: “Let every soul be sub-
ject unto the hi wers: for there is no
power but of God: the powers that be are
ordained of God. Whosoever, therefore, re-
sisteth the power res the ordinance of
God ; and they that resist shall receive o
themselves damnation.” (Rom. 13: 1, 2.)
he 3 “'Therefores, ye must needs

be subject, not only for wrath, but for con-
science’ ; ) In his Jetter to
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1 for us means

'| government should

and sacred!

‘ Eﬂy than in the welfare of the cof
| upon bad men to make them.

or not, fo be good and worthy citizens, we
must.obey them. Let usall, then, in respect
of obedience, be faithful and true to Cresar.
Homor, Peter, in his letter to chris-
them to ' honor the king.”
ans to honer the goyernment.

8 must be done if for no other reason than
that it is an ordinance of God. Todishonor)
it is to, dishonior God. . All conduct, there-
forg, that reflects upon the honor of our
{ rebuked by all good
citizens, Iam sorry to see that lynching is
becoming more and more common in our
¢ountry, and that encouragement is given to
it by somd of our respectable newspapers.
*Lynch law” is a most A)alpahle reflection
umn our’ government, and in a high degree
dishonoring to it, and when carried to its
Jogical results would destroy all law and
order and bring ana.mh; and ruin.

The same is true of ‘‘mob law,” No man
nor band of men bas the right, under any
gircumstances. where there is law, to take
the law into their own hands snd take the
life of a fellow citizen; [ know that now
and then a ¢rime is committed that seems
to justify lynehing, but it does not, And
whatever some men may think of ‘such a

roceeding, I believe that in the eyes of

it is murder. We have laws to reach
all crimes, and as we value security and
good order, and respect the laws of God, we
must let these laws fake their course and
brigﬁ offenders to justice and to punishment.
Public sentiment, instead of winking at such
a crime in any way, should crush it down
and out of existence if possible. No good
citizen should ever utter a word that can be
interpreted as favoring it.

There are other ways of dishonoring gov-
ernment that might be mentioned, but I will
pot do it now. I have said this much on the
crime of lynching because its toleration is
such 8 black spot on our civilization.

8. Financial su . No government can
be administered without expense. Men who
flve their time and labor to it must be paid
or their services. Navies mnat be kept up,
public buildings erected and kept in repair,
public schools supported where there are
any, and also other public enterprises ; and
all of these things are to be supported out of
the public treasuries. Now the money that
goes into these treasuries must come from
the people, and it is the duty of every citi-
zen, except such as are exempt, to pay his
proportional part into the treasuries. When
the government is economically adminis-
tered, the benefit we get from it fully com

nsates us for its cost. To dodge the tax-
ister and collector, and in this way get out
of paying taxes, or to fail to render a full
account of our taxable ﬁroperty for taxation
way be considered a sharp trick, but it is
cheating the government out of its just dues,
treating our fellow citizens with injustice,
sinning against God, and wronging onr souls.
Cheating is cheating whether an individual
or a government is the victim. We are to
‘“‘pay tribute to whom tribute is due, cus-
tom, to whom custom.” (Rom, 18: 7 ) Gov-
ernment should be economically adminis
tered, and no more money than is actvally
necessary to 8o run it ought to be requived
of the })eo 8.  An extravagaut disposition
of public funds is unjust to the taxpayers,
and when disposed of for party pur it
is a shame, & disgrace, a crime, and a soffi-
cient reason to put the party so using it to
the blush. Baot when an amount necessary
to run the government properly is called for,
'we ought not to mind paying our part (7 it.
Indeecf. to be honest, we must do 1t.

1. Tv make the government the best possi-
ble. If God has ordained that civil govern-
ment shall exist, it is man’s dutly to render
it as pure and efficient as ible. He has
not ordained any particular form, but that
best suited to the people to be governed ac-
cords with his wiﬁ.eo Now the on]ﬁiway to
make our government pure and efficient is
to fill its offices with mén qualified in heart
as well as in head. T want to see the time
when our affairs of State shall be intrusted
to only good men, men honest and true,
Jarge-hearted and brave, men who lose sight
of party and self interest in their concern
for the welfare of their country when in-
trusted as public officers with its interests.
Now I hear somebody say, ‘‘ You will never
gee that day.” Well, it may be that I shall
not, bat for such a day we ought to work.

No man who is full of sectional or par-

tisan feeling is fit to make laws, nor ishe

it to execute them, and no such men are

worthy of being brought to the front in po-
tical affairs.

At this time when political excitement is

80 and party feeling or prejudice is
iy . r];aou th%re is danger of

coming to the su
being: more interested in :the

Ve want good laws, but we eannot depami
We want

‘faithfully executed, but we cannot de-
pend upon bad men to do it. Good men

of | has been put forth that I

ficlaries of the American government, we
are under the most binding obligation to be
faithful and tyue to it in evéry
«and nowhere do we have a better opportu-

Yes, let us in every proper way use our best
efforts to make the glc’i?;ernmonztha best pos-
sible and thus discharge our duty as citizens
and christian citizens. If there is corruption
in the government, let us try to get it onf,
6. Our prayers. In his first letter to Tim-
othy, Paul said, “I exhort, therefore, that
first of all, sgfplihlﬁona. prayers, interces-
gions; and g of thanks, be made for all
men; for kings, and for all that are in an-
thority; that we may lead a 3uiet and peace-
able life in all godlineés and honesty.” (1
Tim, 2: 1, 2.) TFor all the officers of our
vernment from the lowest to the highest
it is our duty to pray, and frequently pas-
tors should, in their public prayers in church,
lead the congregations ln% prayers, The
ms‘)onaibi]it es on many of them are heavy,
their duties laborious, and to some of them
t-emnpmtiona to do wrong are great and. not
easily resisted, Let us pray for their health,
their lives, and that they my!ba able to re-
every temptation togﬂ,snd be divinely

guided in the duty.

Yes, we are indebted to Ceesar : lot us ren-
der unto him the things which are his, and
thus be true and faithful citizens; and may

God help us so to do.

Letter from Bev. G. P. Bostick.

Dear Bro. Bailey :—1 have read in the Rz-
coBRDER of March 80th Bro. Durbam's ac-
count of our resignation to the Foreign Mis-
sion Board and Ais reasons (1) for the step.
Will you kindly allow me a statement re-
Fardin the whole matter in your Papar,
ncluding my reasons for the course I have
pursued.

Bro. Durham saysthat a meeting was held
in Shelby, March 25th, to consider my rroy
osition. ~ Bro. Sproles, the Secretary of that
meeting, gave me the names of twenty-three
churches out of thirty composing the Asso-
ciation, as represented in said meeting, On
the copy of the resolutigns sent me, he said,
*“This settles the mattef.”

This led me to some study as to whether
that meeting was representative or not. I
sce that the meeting oply recommended to
'I;h:d ?ihurch;s. The Ofll lf:xurchea, to which

ressed my appea ve an te
membership of more thiin four thoﬁn I
think the meeting in Blgal'by could not have
bad more than four ¥u
not so many. But perhaps it was a dele-
gated meeting, and so really represented the
churches. hirteen, however, out of the
twe::.f-t.hme churches, said to be repre-
sented, hold regular monthly meetings, ac-
cording to the minutes of the Association,
only for the first or fourth Sundays in each
month and Saturday before, e Bhelb
meeting was held on Friddy before the fourtz
Sunday in March, and my ap to the iu-
dividual local churghes of .the Association
reached Shelby on Thursday before the first
Sunday in March. S5 that all these thirteen
churches could nothave orderéd any action at
aregular meeting, and there were seven other
churches that were pot even claimed to be
represented. But ﬁg:haps the pastors and
brethren felt at rty to act for these
churches, but does that certainly settle the

uestion for them ! It does seem to me that

or me to ap to the local churches is
more in accordance with the New Testament
idea as understood by Baptists than was the
action of ‘‘the few brethren” in Shelby. I
ask Baptists to jo for themselves. It
seems to me at this distance that there was
some unwillingness to allow the subject to
come before the local churches, It also
geems to me that matters were hurried in
order to havé Bro. Durham in the meeting;
at any rate, that no member of that meeting
has the right to accuse me of acting hastily
in the matter, I decided a year ago to take
this step ere long, and took the step after
most earnest, candid, prayerful considera-
tion of the question for six months. My
father, 8. E. Bostick, knows that 1 wrote
him last October my intention to resiga and
%:Ylend directly upon the churches. Bro.

also knows that I gave intimation to
him nearly a year of the same intention.
Now the action of the Shelby meeting was
just twenty-one days after my letter reached
Shelby, and it must be first printed and dis-
tributed to widely separated churches.

W hose action, then, was most hasty? 1
want just here to say, too, that mYy action
was not ‘the result of the Board's resolu-
tions, but only hastened by them, Thé idea
of these resolutions. This is umﬂ'g untroe.
I decided to resign before I wrote the article
that gave rise to the resolutions,

Bro. Durham says in regard to the resig-
nation : “Bﬁ Mcgoma::o China{thm;

, and was, from b?lnn o
er thl:sh-
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A ‘because (1) the same mail that b

nity to correct its errors than at the polls. |1 7
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said this, but T know that it 1s. not

D.’s acousation brough

had recently written and /3

o
2)

am now treasurer of the missions and fiud’| D

in the books that regular
salary and work were ’_ by the
for 2 Gl up o end o 1o, ¥l e
el DN e
much. reg reag w s b ?
Dorted & the Board'; (8 he ha bees chatr-
man in our mission meetings most of the
timeé since he returned in'1 410

for

oung missionaries com

ve come with an idea thi
was abont half ‘crazy, and I' beliew
of them would unite with me inss
this aged servant of G
stood apd 3
Wi&ﬁ... by Jaoa
strengthened by & remar
officer of ﬂw%
? the effect that Dr.

ith our work, but
t along with hi
giad t we were to

fore he returned. ' ‘wé h:
to do early in June, 1860, but
before that, God called my
her home on b and so
providence in of
another year and a
find that I could g
s Sﬂn‘"&’“""w e
seems 8
somebody is responsible for it. I d
lieve that the simple proclama
views would give such an -idea.
say that coming in contact
ly prejudiced against him as I was, & 2
ing lived with him for a year and & ha
gives me a right to an opinion s

conld

man, Certainly it does seem that I should |

be as well qualified to )

have never seen him, or only for a'
few days, and yet who speak so strongly |
against him, will soon go u

to await the coming of those said |
so many harsh things about him. T do feel |
that if many others could have lived wi

Rim for e Eiske thay sl have net Suret I o

from many unkind and I think untrue words
about him, :
Bro. D. says: ¢ Bro. Bostick's resignation

\ _ is only the culmination of & number of ‘un-
red in it, perhaps | foftunate circumstances for whith the Be

in Richmond and the churches of the King's
Mountain Association were in no way re.

sponsible and over which they had no con- | |

trol.” 1 do not certainly kKnow exactly |
what he means by ‘‘unfortunate circum-
stances,” but I su he means the death
of my wife and uent separation

conseq :
from my only darling chbild. If thap:: his

meanlng. then I am just finding out that |.

God's children are to look upon the dealings
of a loving Father s *‘ unfortunate circum-
stances.” My creed is different !z? that.
o e T Yot P Seasioay Driseuch

now re X ' us o
of the Holy tulmﬂdumu
I know anything, I do Anow that in those
days I was drawn nearer to God, and that
those *‘unfortunats circumstances” did
turn out to my spiritual good. It all made
ﬁe anom &nxim tokng:nn&?:ﬂod‘u’ “;%

y days of purest joy have -y
kegnest s0TTOw, w, if my resignation
‘‘ig the result of all these circumstances,”
then I shall be all the moreassured of God’s
guidance in it all, and thank God for the
e b T gainst my posi-

e sny arguments a my
tion! Then why not use them? I know it
is much easier to ‘
“erratic,” *‘crank,” and thus cover u |
cause, than to meet with & ts his ar-
guments, but T have not found - the |
most Christ-like nor the best logic. Let us
come to this question with arguments, and
not thrast off the discussion by a few words
like *crank,” * hasty action,”  soured,”
&c. If my statements in * circular létter”
are wrong, who is to prove them in-
correct? If they ave fe'se, somebody can
show them to be so surely.

Now I desire briefly to give. the deyelop-
ments that have led up to oar n,
My sainted wife and 1
of Shanghai lecture at le

iﬁa*%ﬁiﬂ*‘“ |
-]
not our mﬁﬁ'

Srig

an individual down as | ch
his |




