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The Glory of the Goepel Dispensation.

BY REV, JOHN €. AVERITT OF TEXAS.

2 Cor. 8: 18—"'But wa all, with open face behold -
R s B Thor Sy % pry. e e
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by the Spirit of the Lord.” T
Any information which the Creator may
condescend to furnish to his intelligent crea-
tures should be thankfully received and
highly appreciated. Everything that God
communicates of himself must be of the ut-
most importance; and therefore to neglect
any information which he furnishes respect-
ing his character must be an insult to him
and a serious injury to us. The knowledge
of his gloriows character must be more im-
portant than all the theories and discoveries
of the most profound philosophers, scien-
tists and metaphysicians; and therefore this
knowledge sheuld be earnestly desired by us;
and it should be songht with all the inten-
sity which its importance demands. God has
revealed himself in his works and in his word,
They both manifest God as One, Eternal, Om-
nipotent, perfectly Wise, and perfectly Geod:
but the Scriptures go far beyond this, and
testify of his character in reference to sin;
and reveal those attributes of the divine
character which secure the salvation of his
people. So far as the works of creation and
rovidence testify, their testimony is in per-
ect accord with that of the Scriptures, They
are both God’s witnesses, and hence the one
In the works
of creation and providence, God clearly man-
ifests himself in respect toa partof hischar-
acter, but such is the corruption of buman
nature that no man, without the aid of di-
vine revélation, has ever learned as much
from these witnesses as they proclaim. The
works of creation declare the glory of God;
but they do not teach the way of salvation
nor farnish one gleam of hope to guilty sin-
ners. The gospel alone reveals the glorious
plan of salvation; it alone manifests Jeho-
vah as a just God and a Saviour; and italone
shows all the divine attributes completely
harmonized in the gracious scheme of re-
demption. The apostle’s object in this chap-
ter ia to exhibit the glory of the gospel dis-
pensation in a clearer light by contrasting it
with that dispensation ‘with which Moses
Was conneot He shows that if the min-
istration of death wasso glorious that the
children of Israel could not steadfastly be-
hold the face of Moses for the glory of his
countenance which was only temporary,
that the abiding ministration of the Spirit
must be far more glorions. He also argues
thatif the ministration of condemnation was
glory, that the ministration of righteousness
must exceed in glory; and that the glory of
the gospel dispensation was so luminous that
it overshadowed the former dispensation.
In the text he contrasts the unvailed face of
those who are looking in the mirror of the
gospel with the v. face of Moses and the
v hearts of the Jews. The effect is sim-
ilar whether the face is vailed or the object

to be seen.

In the discussion of the subject I shall first
notice those who are looking in the goeosrel
mirror—*We all with unvailed face behold-

ot tion w1 e agosi
the ex n ‘‘we all,” a ev-
idently includes with himself the church at

hom the

the | ciple is the object before the mirror;

vailed face behold the glory of the Lord in
the mirror of the oapaﬁ

Sccondly, I shall notice the object beheld
in the mirror: The glory of the Lord.

What is the Iglm'j' of the Lord referred to
in the text? It is the character of God as
manifested in his Son, that is seen in the
mirror of the gospel; for the gospel alone re-
veals the glory of God in the character of
his Son. The glory of the Lord which was
seen by the eye in every external manifes-
tation of the divine presence before the com-
ing of Christ was only an-emblem of this
glory. The glory here referred to is a glory
of character not to be seen by the eye, but
to be seen ¥r perceived by the mind. Here,
dear brethren and sisters, we see it only in
a mirror, in heaven we shall see it as it is,
for we shall there see face to face. This
glory is to be seen only in the mirror of the
gospel, for there only.is the.true charucter
of God manifested to the children of men.
This face is seen only in the face of Jesus
Christ; for God the Father is seen only in
his Son, who is the brightness of his glory
and the express image of his person. Jesus,
therefore, said to his disciples, “I am the
way, the truth, and the life; no man cometh
to the Father but by me. If ye had known
me, ye should bave known my Father also;
gvd from henceforth ye know him and have
seen him.” The Father and Son are différ-
ent persons; but if to see the Son is virtually
to see the Father, they must be the same
God. Christ is the image of God, because
in human nature he gsed all the divine
attributes and manifested them to the chil-
dren of men. Christ was the same God with
the Father from eternity, but it is only as
he is incarnate that he can be the image of
God. An image must be seen, but men
could not see the invisible God only as
it is revealed in the Lord Jesus Christ who
in the fourth chapter of this epistle and the
fourth verse is called the light of the gospel
of the glory of Christ, in the sixth verse is
called the light of the knowledge of the glory
of God in the face of Jesus Christ. - From
these passages it is clear that the knowledge
of the gospel, the knowledge of the Father,
and the knowledge of the Son, are all iden-
tical; and the glory of Christ is identical
with the glory of God; and therefore Christ
must be God manifest in the flesh. That the
Father and the Son are the same God, and
that the Father isseen only in the Son is
most clearly seen in the expression, the
light of the {nowledge of the glory of God
in'the face of Jesus Christ. A person is
recognized by his face; because his features
and countenance distinguish him from ev-
ery other. The face of Jesus Christ which
distinguished him from all others was evi-
dently his character. The glory of God did
not +hine in his face externally, for thou-
sands saw his face in this sense who did not
comprehend his character; but the glory of
God did shine most brilliantly in his charac-
ter. This was most beantifully represented

by the glory in the face of Moses, the type

of-Christ. The glory of God shined exter-
pally in the face of Moses; and thus the
glory of God, in all the attributes of his
character shined most illustriously in the
face of Jesus Christ. Here, my dear breth-
ren and sisters, we can see thedivine glory;
nowhere else can it be seen, In the word of
truth, the gospel of our salvation, we may
constantly with unvailed face behold the

lory of the Lord. Inestimable privilege |

olden opportunity | O, that we could more
highly appreciate and more faithfully im-
prove them !

Thirdly, I shall notice the effect of the be-
held glory on the beholders; *‘ are chan
into the same image from &lory to glory.”

The glory of the Lord i1s mnot only to be
seen in the Firror of the gospel; but the be-
holding of 'this glory transforms the be-
holder into the same image. This is a trans-
formation so wonderful that there is nothing
in natare that resembles it. No other ob-

ect changes those looking at it into its own
ikeness. In the figure chosen in the text to
illustrate this trath, there i in this realpect
no resemblance, but rather a contrar az{;
The image in a mirror is formed by the o
ject before the mirror; and it is changed or
modified as the object is chan or modi-
fied; but in the thing to be illustrated the
image seen in the mirror gives its own like-
pess to the one looking at it; and i por-
tion.as the image in the mifror {8 clearly
discerned, the beholder becomes more and
more like it. Thelike conformation between
the beholder and the image is seen both in
the figure and the thing to be illustrated b

-{ it; but the regulating principle of likeness

reversed. In the figure the regulatin ptrii:l;
the thing to illustrated, the regulating
principle is the in the mirror. Inthe
mirror there is an that conforms it-
self to tht: objwtﬁbefo:n; the n;ifmr; Imtthiﬁ
the there is an image of Christ _
b8 the beholder to tselt, - The gl
on the face of Moses illustrates

lnb;:: When Moses -
h meglothnl;!h ol

ror is & manifestation of his glorious attri-
butes is evident from thefact thata distinct
view of it in the mirror changes the be-
holder into the same image. It is evident
that the contemplation of the divine

in the mirror produces no external glory,
therefore, the image conferred must be an
image of character. The first view of the
image of the glory of God in Christ leaves

its impression on the of the beholder,
If the gospel is so imperfectly presented to
the mind, theimage clearly discerned
and the imIFresaion will be clear an
distinet, By seeing God is he is manifested
in Christ in the are new-created

g

in the image of ileedge, in righ-
teousness and in hol This gracious
transformation is not complete at first ; but
the conformation to the divine image is-a
Pr('?reasiva work. It is a'progressive assim-
lation to the image of t who is the im-
agd of God. "This 15,¢l o
text in the exp N
the same image from gl
dear brethren and sisters; it is our high priv-
ilege, with unvailed f; behold the glory
of the Lord in the gospeliand to be changed
into the same image glory to glory,
will it not be injurions fo us if we do not
daily grow in grace and in the knowledge of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christf There-
fore, we should earnestly strive to obey the
Erecepts and to imitate the example of our
lessed Lord and Master, and pray fervently
for divine assistance to enable us to labor
faithfully and efficiently in his cause.

Fourthly, I shall notice thealmighty Agent
by whom this gracious transformation is
affected, '‘as by the Spirit of the Lord.”

Though the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God shines laminously in the face
of Jesus Christ, and the gospel clearly dis-
plays that glory, yet no one has ever seen it,
without the enlightening and life-giving
Fower of the Holy Spirit. If the guaﬁl i
ight which cannot be seen without being
known, and if it contains its own evidence,
why do not all see and embrace it? The
apostle gives the answer in the next chap-
ter, ““The god of this world hath blinded the
minds of them that believe not, lest the light
of the gosPel of the ‘?Iory of Christ whois the
image of God should shine unto them.” Why
do not the blind see the sutif The blindness of
unbelievers is, doubtless, willful blindness,
but it is not -less intense on this account.
The power of the Holy Spirit must attend
the word of truth in.order to manifest the
glory of God in the character of Jesus
Christ. It is the province of the Holy Spirit
to give both light and life. The eyes of un-
bellevers are so completely blinded by sin,
that unless they are opened bg Almight
Power, they will not see the light thoug& t
shonld shine before them with seven-fold
intensity. The Holy Spirit through the
gmpel opens their eyes, enlightens their un-
erstandings and renews their minds. One
int of the utmost importance in the text
Ev: that it is by contemplating the image of
God in Christ in the gospel that men becoms
like him, so it is always by the energy of
the Holy Spirit that the gospel has the effect.
Human wisdom érrs on both sides of this
awful truth. Some contend that the Spirit
sometimes produces this transformation
without the 'Foapel This is & great and fear-
ful error. The Holy Spirit always effects
this glratﬁuna change Ll;rmugh the ipstru-
mentality of the gospel; for the gospel alone
exhibits the eharacter of God as it shines in
the face of Jesus Christ, Others contend
that the word of God alone is sufficient to
effect the transformation without the agendy
of the Holy Spirit. Thisis a fearful and
fatal error, Perhaps, they imagine that they
honor the Scriptures, by nlleginrf that they,
without the teaching of the Spirit, can effect
this change in conversion. . This view, how-
ever, makes a god of the Beriptaresand dis-
honors the Lord God of the Bible, The word of
God is mighty for pulling down strongholds,
but it is mighty only through God, The
word of Gtod is the sword of the Spirit, but
the keenest blade is harmless without a liv-
ing agent to wield it. There is a difference
between the sword and the soldier who
wields it; and there is such a difference also
between the word of God and the Holy
Bpirit in the conversion of sinners, Can any-
thing but divine pow:i;lglvo life to those
who are dead in din? Did not divine power
aecompany the’ command, ‘‘Lazaius, come
forth 1" Does it not require the same power
ve spiritual life to those who are spirit-
dead? At reqnires the same power to
create anew that created the world; and
8, ‘*For God who commanded

to glory.” 1f,

to

- | fore the Lamb, and without one
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dead in tres and sins; but having been | the children of the prince of this world who | cording to his boundless love !
p— : made alive E the Holy Spirit and having | have all the features of their father become smoe,;_ called us to preach
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: None but those who have been convicted | be effected 0&:3 ww the glorious | tinetl mmm&.
e of sin by the Holy Spirit and have experi- | character of a8 it shn the face of | re the glory of God
OFFICE : enced repentance toward God and faith to- | Jesus Christ in the of the gospel. | important our ‘work |
118 (up stalrs) Fayettoville Street, Raleigh, N. . | ward our Lord Jesus Christ, can with un- | That the of the Lord seen in this mir-

ploy every motive which
minds in order to atiract attention to the

gospel; bot in order that sinners may becon- | many

verted to God, we mwust clearly, earnest]
and affectionately preach the gm"‘hh!
manifests the glory of God in Christ,

and
shows how all the divine attributes; in their | g
bighest perfection, harmonize in the glorious | A

scheme of redemption, relying alone on the
wer of the Holy Spirit for success. ¥
owever clearly we may expound the truths
g! tlha gospel, n!nd howw‘gmfmd_ tb:‘g,:r.il‘lm
erly we may impress X :
have the desired effect on the minds an
hearts of the hearers, nunless accompanied by
the energetic, con ind ™ con’ .
power of the Holy Spirit. My dear brethren
and sisters; how our hearts ought to glow
with Jove and gratitude towards our Father
in heaven for his matchless love manifested
in the gift of his beloved Son to redéem us
with his own precious blood; and toward the
Son who is the lmaﬁ of the Father, becanse
he bas through the olgmﬂgdtnudod his
Father to us. If, dear brethren and sisters,
it is on;rrlvﬂege to behold the diviné glory
in the mirror as the gospel, and to be chang-
ed into the same image by the Holy Spirit,
how intently should we view that image,
and how earnestly should we study his char-
fetvently: shouT W Piry. hes A3 SNty
ervently s we pra at
Spirit may illuminate our minds, that we

g

o

may daily become more and more assimila- |

tod 10 hile Derfoot cheraster. .- Wiie afoatr

ity to the likeness of Christ will not be com-

plete in this world ; but it will advance from

glory to glory until it finally terminates in

an ex ing aud eternal weight of glory,

when we believed the Holy Spirit sealed vs

as an earnest of our inberitance until the re-

demption of the purchased & to the
raise of the glory of di

The
pirit himself bears witness vim spiris | n

that we lre“t!!:;ohildren of God, mdﬁﬁomé
sequence 0 we are heirs
e e

God and
Christ. Oh! boundless love! Amszing
race ! O, that we conld fally a his

ove and mercy, and faithfully
og})ortunitiesl In view of our relation as
children of God, the A e John sa
*‘Behold what manver of love the Father hi
bestowed upon us that we should be called
the children of God; therefore the world
knoweth us not becanse it knew him not.
Beloved, now are we the children of God,
and it does not yet appear what we shall be;
but we know that when bs shall a we
r:n;l] be like him, for we shall see him as he
Dear brethren and sisters, we live amon
the children of thig world and daily nsocl-
ate with them, but they know us’ not, be:
cause they are ignorant of God, and hence.
they often regard us ss fanatics: but the
Good Shepherd knows bis nheer and they
follow him, It does nota n our state
of humiliation and’imperfection what we
shall be; but we fondly anticipate the time
when we shall awake in hislikeness, :
now, dear brethren and sisters, as sol
of the Cross, we aré engaged in A sore con-
flict with the world, the and the devil,
we shall not be defeated; for the Holy Spirit
is our gunide and comforter, and ' the fdrd
Jesus Christ is our Captain, and therefore.
though we may bhave to ‘nsa through many
fearful battles, We sghal 'iﬂ.ln 8 complets
victory, for our Captain will sarely trinmph;

and how |

prove our | p

and through the greatuess of his power and | our

the riches of his grace, he will bring us off
1o Al gy temidod: V3. alf 41 Boly Rigsl
n attended. oly ange!s
to railm8 3:3 dead and e

b} the in.
righteo . then shall | our:
bodies of humiliation and hshlbn’e %‘bﬂz had

his own glorious body. Then will ours ,
which hnnbeonxnngedintﬁhhlﬂ:
from gznrym glory by the of

Lord; be reunited to onr fed bodies ;
and then shall we see him as he is, and the

result of the glorious vision
shall be like him. Then

of onr relation to :
Lamb's wife we

dred, and ]
robes of spow
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sonnd or one jarring note swell
anthem of unto God
Lamb who redeemed us wit
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