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Morgan Edwards and the Regulators,

I read with much interest Dr. Whitsitt's

article in last week's RECORDER on the battle
of Alamance Creek between the Regulators
and Gov. Tryon's forces, fought May 16,
1771,
. In that article, the Doctor says many good
$hings of Morgan Edwards which I heartily
endorse ; but makes some disparaging
statements concerning the great Baptist his-
forian, which to my mind remain to be
proved,

. It is true that Edwards was honestly de-

. to the land that gave him birth, for he

was born in the principality of Wales ; and

‘because of this devotion, he was called a

‘Tory. He made no war upon the Regula-

‘fors, however, as did Cols. Richard Caswell,

Jobn Ashe, Needham Bryan, and others,

;:use memory North Cnrolin{ups delight to

‘honor.

. Dr. William R.ogers, who succeeded Mor-

‘gan Edwards in t eP&)ﬁ?mmte of the First

‘Baptist cburch of Fhi ude{fhiu, preached
the latter’s funeral sermon, Feb, 22, 1705, in

_which he said of Edwards: “ He also met

with dishoner; but he complained pot much

‘of this, as it was occasioned by his strong

‘sitachment to the Royal Family of Great

Britain, in the beginning of the American

War; which fixed on him the nameof a Tory:
this I should have omifted mentioning, had
‘not the deceased expressly enjoined it peon
me. For any gerwn to have been so marked

“out in those srn, was enough to bring on
political orpooil. on and destruction of prop-
erty; all of which took with respect to
Mr. Edwards, though he never harbored the

- thought of doing ihe least injury to the
United States by abetting the cause of our
enemies,"— Benedict's History of the Bap-
tists, Vol. IL, p. 295,

- As to the seemingly contradictory resolu-
tions on page 14 of the North Carolina Bap-
tist Almanae, I would say, by %ay of expla-
Dation, that the first resolution requiring
union with the Regulators as a condition of

by a local church

. (Haw River) in the midst of the excited and
' orpmsned %)pnlwe, and that the second res-
- olution forbidding taking up arms against
_the civil authority was by 4n Asso-
~ clation (Sandy Creek) that, at that date, ex-

tended over parts of three States, North Car-

* olina, South Carolina and Virginia.

. Edwards did speak of North Carolina as

" poor and unhappy Province, whose supe-

- riors make complaints of the people, and the

I3 ﬁaople of their lnmiors; which complaints,
i just, show the body politic to be like that

i of Israel in the time of Isaiah,” &o.

- If there is any truth in history, every word

. of the above was distressingly and unques-

© tionably true; and the statement contains no

~ evidence of the author's unreasonable lﬁmjn-

. dice against the State, or bis unreliability as

- e

| The following extract from Edwards’ His-
| fory shows that our oppressed

le had

" his’ profound sympathy instead %t his th:

" reasonable prejudice, and it further shows
')F that Baptists were prominent in the opposi-
tion measures ‘the recklessness, in-

gﬂﬂa’ and oppression of Tryon's adminis-
tration, The extraoct is m”vuol. IL., page

sonable supposition that, at the time of Ed-
wards' visit (1779), the defeated Regulators
were not very forward to inform him orany
other stranger of their connection with a
movement that had (as they supposed) re-
sulted so disastrously.

De. Whitsitt says that ** Captain Merrill,
the Baptist officer who was hanged for his
part in the earliest battle of the Revolution,
has enduored the obloqt&heaped upon him
by the Rev. Morgan Edwards quite long
enough.” It may be that the Doctor has
proof that Ed wards has heaped obloguy upon
the unforiunate Merrill. 1f he has, | would
like to see it, I confess that I have never

seen anything from Edwards that sustains | q

the chiarge. ™

Edwards does say this of Merrill: *‘One
of the seven Baptists, by the name of Mer-
rill, was executed ; and he, at the point of
death, did not justify his conduct, but bit-
terly condemned it ; and blamed two men
(of very different religion) for deceiving him
into the rebellion. * * * The man borean
excellent character, insomuch that one of
his enemies was heard to say that if all went
to the gallows with Capt. Merrill's charae-
ter, hanging would bé an honorable death.”

Indeed ﬁun‘ﬂl’s speech at the gallows
heaped more obloguy upon bim than any-
thing that Edwards ever said of him. I give
only a part of the speech :

1 stand here exposed. to the world as a
criminal. My life will soon be a change.
God is my comforter and supporter. I am
condemned to die for opposing government.
All you that are present, take warning by
my miserable end, when I shall be hung up
as a spectacle before you. My first seducers
were Hunter and Gelaspie. ey bad often
solicited me, telling that a settlement only
was contended for with regard to publie
officers, who, they said, had oppressed the
people; and that unless these measures were
taken, there would be no remedy or redress
hereafter. Thus they pressed me on by as-
suring me the disputes (as they called them)
then existing might be settled without shed
ding of blood. I considered this unhappy
@ffair, and thought, possibly, the conten-
tions in the country might be brought to
some determination, without injury to any;
and in this mind I joined the Regulation.
* %+ | received, by the grace of God, a
change fifteen years ago; but have, since
that time been a backslider; yet Providence,
in which is my chief security, has been
pleased to give me comfort under evils in
my last hour; and although the halteris now
ronnd my neck, believe me, I would not
change stations with any man on the ground,
All you who think you stand, take heed lest
ye fall. I would be glad to say a few more
words before Idie. In a few moments I
shall leave a widow and ten children, - Ien-
treat that no reflection be cast upon them on
my account ; and, if possible, shall deem it
as i bounty, should you, gentlemen, petition
the Governor and Council, that some gart
of my estate may be spared fof the widow
and the fatherless; it will be an act of char-
ity, for I have forfeited the whole, by the
laws of God and man,”"— Benedict's History,
Pp. 116-118,

The truth is, that thousands of Regula-
tors—(for they abounded from the sea shore
to the mountains) went into the movement
with the expectation of having their griev-
ous wrongs redressed without resort to hos-
tile measures. It was with this expectation
that Merrill became a Regulator, and could
the unfortunate patriot come back to life
and see the outcome of that battle on Ala-
mance creek, he would retract every word
of his speech that is condemnatory of the
part he acted in that memorable battle.

In conclusion, let me say :.'l}a; I shrink
from controversy, especially with my own
brethren. I lovg Dr. Whitsitt, and would
esteem it & privilege to sit at his feet and
learn, but I think that he has cast unmerited
obloguy npon the name of Morgan Ed-
warde, whose dis! nEuished services to the
American Baptists should forever shield him
from unjust criticism.

Joux T. ALBRITTON,

M¢. Olive, N. O,

: Dabbllnjinigglng.
A recent number of The Biblical World

| bas a strong plea for more comprehensive

and careful study of the Bible. It says with
truth, ‘‘We may examine the pupils who for
: y schools,

-Lord’s Bup

tist church from any of said organiza

on the baptism received in the societies
from which he came. If the ministers of
the societies from which he came had the
seriptural aothority to baptize, then it fol-
lows as a logical sequence that they had the
equal right to ordain; and if they had no
right to perform one act, neither had they
the right to perform the other. And their
right, in both cases, depends upon whether
the organizations to which they belong are
proper New Testament churches. Without
entering largely into the discussion of this
question, it will suffice to notice the attitnde
of Baptist churches towards the parties in
unestion. A & - e
~A§ %o the Free Will Baptists. I do not
konow the attitude held tﬁ:perally by Bap-
tists toward ple of this sect, for I have
rever been wn in contact with them,
and I have very little written information
about them. It is stated in Brown's Ene.
Rel. Knowledge by one of their leading
ministers that they were organized in the
United States in 1780, and their existence is
carried no farther back. Their church
polity and doctrines differ very widel{ from
the church polity ard doctrines heid and
practiced by Baptists. It is true that they
immerse on a profession of faith, but that
does not, in my view of the fitness of thin
cure all other ills. In our invitation to the
r, to those of the same faith
and order, it seems to me they are neces-
sarily excluded. If so, then their organiza-
tion cannot be regarded as a proper gospel
church. This being the case, it seems to
me improper to recoguize as valid the ordi-
nances as administered by them. .

As to the Campbellite organizstion, their
case is vergj_%n to mymind. A from
the doctri iews which they bold con-
trary to those held by Baptists from time
immemorial, or from the days of the apos-
1.1:3&1i their sect had its origin from Eemns
excluded from Baptist churches for holding
and teaching views contrary to the teaching
of the Scriptures as understood and taught
by the great body of Bap:ist churches. To
accept the ordinances as adminis by
them would be an acknowledgment that
their societies are proper New Testament
churches. This would cpen to them the
door of communion with us, else place us in
a very awkward position.

The safest way is to require all persons
desiring to wunite with ptist churches
from these sects to relate their experience
of grace, and baptize them just like any
other persons, and if one of their preachers
wish to unite with us, treat him in the same
way, and then if he wants to preach, let
him preach, and if a Baptist church wants
him as pastor, ordain him, if found worthy,
just like we do in ordinary cases. And it
seems to me that any preacher uniting with
a Baptist church from either of these sects,
with proper views of a New Testament
church and New Testament doctrine, would
not be satisfied with less than this,

As to the Antimission or Antinomian
Baptists, their case is quite different from
the other two. I regard their societies as
New Testament churches, though very re-
miss in duty; they have the ordinances as
delivered :{ the apostles, and they preach
a great deal of gospel truth, though I re-

ard them as too contracted in their views.

or these reasons, briefly stated, I think the
ordinances as administered by them, in-
ciudi:‘i_g ordination, are entitled to respect.

2. Without formally stating the query, I
do not see how a Baptist preacher can be-
come pastor of & Free Will Baptist church.
He might preach the gospel to them, (no
doubt bat they need it,) but I do not see
how he can consistently be pastor. Beiog

E‘Mt embraces more than preaching; it |-
c

Iudes the administration of the ordi-
nances, and I thiok it entirely improper for
i Bapdat preacher to sdminister the ordi-
nances of the gpol for any church other
than a regular Baptist church. A Baptist

reacher who becomes pastor of a Free Will
aptist church, and persists in such con-
duct, I think puts himself in a position for
Baptists to withdraw fellowship from him.
If the Free Wm&pmumu&&m‘m
tor, the way is open, Let them relste
chrislt‘i:tﬁ:x erience and b‘elh;eptitedbges
;u-uchar, an organ
into'a Baptist church. ;
Some who are called Baptists are becom-
iog too mongrel. The trouble with
the Jews were their mixing with and.imita-
ting surrounding nations. Let us ;
a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump.
J.J. LANSDELL,

 ANSWERS 7O 4, K. BLALOCK' QUERIS,
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“family of four sonsand 't

engaged
them ‘first the kingdom,'and he not
been unmindful of his promise.” 3
Another dent,  ““A Thankful
- Mother,” who has brought up a large family |
of boys, all of whom have up Chris- |
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TenrMs 0¥ BussoRIPTION: sections in which the battle was fought soon | depends on something precedent to it; that | and asking for advice., A nmber of replies, | never
. after the engagement. Secondly, it is a rea- | i8, should a person be received into a Byp- | were reoermd, some of which are here sub- | ‘ments
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ing to see how these fathers and mothers,
while using all precautions and helps which

rental love and wisdom t, feel
eeply the importance of enlisting the power
of divine grace in their eff:vts to secure the
end in view. ) i

‘*A Thankful Father” writes: ‘I have |

adopted the same plan with m
the iéirls, and hnwpl:l:lya kogitg:n
from scenes of dancing, acting,

from Christmas parties altogether, feeling

sure that such associations dmi;o‘M'm‘
Tord. The re.

patible with
ture and admonition of the
sults have been most ha

wo

brought to the Lord in their youth;

now connented with the Christian church, |
and mostly engaged in happy service for |

the Master, a

I should like, however, to add that, while |

not allowing them to choose their own

amusements, I have endeavored to mske:
home the happiest on earth for them;

and although I could not sanction footb
cricket, and rowing eclubs, on account of
their associations, yet I encouraged all
exercises amongst my children and
young friends, at a deal more
in one way, bat per t less if
taken into sccount. # t
and musie, with carefully selected but
able books and always at
have also contri
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** A Happy Mother " writes: *We prayed | ky
that our children might be thabﬁ{ and | drer
them for that service into which we | (1

we e they would be,

believed he would call them. We did not.

cousider worldly amusements would fit them |
for this. Charades we thought would only | ¢

ive them a taste'for the theatre,
or all the vanities and follies of the
We thought that if we ok them
edge of the precip@gahalnd told them
fnl? over, they most likely would
80 we had better them from
pice. We also & all parties as
are generally understood. W
them, so far as we could, from
erature, associations, occupations, and
ures. On the other hand, we put
them the chief end of man *to glorify
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and enjoy him forever;’ and endeavored, by !

precept and practice, to show . them
pleasure of cn'l:lg0 for others, the joys
God's gervice, rich treasures
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life bright and in

might never connect gloom and sadness
with separation to the service of God.. 'We |
gave them to God, and he sccepted

converting grace, and all are now earnestly
o his service. We sought for |

P
tian believers, speaks of her husband's en- |
deavors to guide and interest them by tak-
ing them on excursions and entering into |
their pleasures.  Another correspondent |
the provision of suitable * hobbies,”
and that parents should make themselves

one with their children, thus . p <

thair l?:; ﬁhwu"f“n LN
‘‘ Grate other” says: '‘My husband

and I were believers when we were m d. |
As the Lord gave us children, we g '
back to him.  As soon as

1

as with |
and, indeed, |
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Word, and the satisfying portion in himself. |
‘W:r:'en careful also t‘n m;ikoht:drm :
smiles and kind words as possible, that they |
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them; | ily
insearly life they were the subjects of his |




