L3 O80T B

THE ORGAN OF THE NORTH CAROLINA BAPTISTS—DEVOTED 10 BIBLE RELIGION, EDUCATION, LITERATURE

T I

m} é'—“' 7 ‘. :

e Biblical Recorder.

‘PUBLISHED EVERY WEDNESDAY.

e OFFICE: ~ :
i tap stairs) Fayettoville Street, Ralsigh, N. C.

" OnO FOAT, « s vessanse T S e 8 5.00
, X MOnEhS ... i 1.00
b of ten (copy extra to sendar) .......... £0.00
“Anonymous communications will always find
air way o the waste basket, No exceptions.

gending letters of business, it is abeolutely neo-

dats on label your paper indicates
She subscription expires, and also serves as
for your money.

Obituaries, words are inserted free of

rge, When -mh?ﬁllmh,oumt

jor sach word must be paid in advance,

‘When wri to have your paper , please
hpnamnwuohmn&vo .
i well as the one to which you wish it

Remittances must be sent by Registered Lotter,
stoffice Order, Postal Note, Expres
m&hhuﬂcdﬁof‘?ﬂlﬂm‘. Doum

—

From Ohina.

My Dear Bro. Bailey:—Youhave published
Bro. League's article on ‘‘ Chapels,” several
weeks ago I sent to you his paper on *‘ Na-
tive Preac " and to-day I am sendin
yon another article which he has just finish
on ** Schools.” I thought you would like to

blish this also, so I asked Bro, League to
: me copy it and send to you. He is send-
h&i& off to his State paper to-day.

ben the prophet was led of the Lord and

st down ip the midst of the ‘“ valley of dry
bones,” the Lord caused him to pass by
them round about, and see how very dry
fhese bones were, and afterwards God told
Bzekiel, the prqphet, to prophesy unto these
bones. We think it is well to study this
work to which God has called us; *‘ pass by
tound about it,” view it from every side,
and see how very dry it is, and we want
those of our brethren and sisters at home,
who are helping us to do this work, to study
it with us, 'We do not feel called upon to
do the work in a certain way just because
some other good and wise men have worked
inthat way. Yet we are not spending all
our time, as some, perbaps, would insinu-
ate, in looking at and writing about these
“dry bones.” There is prophesying to the
3 ing to the wind, and
We believe the Spirit of God is breathin
upon these people and many of them sha
live. God knowest whether they sball live
and serve him or not. We want him to have
all the praise, honor and glog.

May bless you, dear Brother Bailey,
and give you many new years in which to
serve his fenpla, which you have ever doune
80 faithfully.

Your friend and sister,
Fannie 8. KNGHT.

P. 0. Chefoo, N. China, Feb. 4, 1803.

(Written from Pingtu City, N. China.)

REASBONS WHY MISSIONARIES IN NORTH CHINA
DO NOT RUN SCHOOLS.

A short time ago were given some of the
main reasons why native preachers are not
émployed in North It is proposed
to give in the same wiy some of the main
mnl:. why the missionaries do not run

In order to avoid being misunderstood, it
way be well to state at the outset that it is
not because there is any lack of apprecia-
tlon of the general advantages of education
from a material lhnr?‘rolnt, or for purposes
of civilization according to western stand-
ards. But the large of those to whom

missionary goes (leaving out Africa) are
already civilized. ether according to
Western ideas or not is a very different mat-
ter.  Civilization, however, is not the direct
E‘W 0tmt.:o miuxlo?uy's wonl'zko.d Event hlf
% Were, ospel is rocogn as the
highest civil
the lives of men on a pure and spiritaal
basis, Thus the missionary is indirectly a
civilizer, It is nowhere demonstrated, how-
éver, that & Western type of civilization
Presents uot:a bxte bu.;sel oxl; tti:‘sut;newul
Propaga of the ; that is for leading
% Ohdgtm as & personal Saviour.
is no want of appreciation of
education has in broadening
the usefulness of

ved that there

| that even these are subject to im-
limitatione, oo

jon and Christianity, though so
associated in lands nominall .

S e _
“he progress of ity is_thought to
%mw But may it
0ot be possible that it hinders
many cases as it belps? Education does not
a tendency
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ng power, because it puts

_the Spirit
s Lok

to make men sell sufficient,
" E ot &t‘m educated

this spirit and less realization of the danger
than there should be even among Baptists |

Ino t zeal for the ‘‘ higher education”
of ers, and in our ess to prevail
on those called to take vantage of such

education, is there not danger that we may
neglect to fully & ate the importance
of the Spirit's call, and also lightly esteem
those who have not taken advantage of the
‘‘higher education?” Whatever explana-
tion may be given, the fact remains that the
men who have been the most useful in pre-
senting the gospel, and through whose in-
strumentality most men have been led to ac-
cept Christ as Lord and Saviour, are men
who were not educated in the schools, It is
no sort of an answer to say that they were
educated, The simple point is that they
were not educated in the schools but by ex-
perience and work. They were ‘‘ educated in
the ministry and not for the ministry.”
They have.been moved by the Spirit and
have gone forward day by day making the
best use of what God has given, and depend-
iog on God bave not lacked. It is quite as
reasonable to suppose that they would have
been hindered as hegped by what men call
a ‘‘liberal education. B
We meet on the very threshold of hea.
thenism, both ancient and modern, the fact
that in their minds education, or learning
and religion are synonymous you can scarce-
ly say anything to a Christian more strik-
ing, or if he is educated more absurd, than
to suggest that 4 man may be educated and
yet not religions. It follows therefore that
when a missionary uses schools as a means
of nrmdlng the gospel, that he puts Chris-
tianity on a level with heathen religions and
stamps it as a system of education, a some-
thing to be learned, a something to be mere-
ly intellectually apprehended and after its
various parts, customs, ceremonies, etc.,
bave been thus apprehended to beentered,
Not long since, an intelligent Chinaman
called to see me and said that he had been
examining Christianity and found that ages
0 China had it and practiced it. In éx-
E aining himself he said that for many hun-
red years after Confucins the Chinese fol-
lowed learning for the purpose of obtaining
salvation, Afterwards learning was made
the means of rising to offi :ial distinction and
thus the real merit of it lost. He was glad
to know that foreign countries were preserv-
ing the pure idea and were propagating it
in China. When the attempt was made to
show him that the two were entirely dis-
tinot and that learning had no sort of effi-
cacy in salvation his objestion was that
surely if that was the case there would not
be 80 much attention given to educatien on
the part of those whose avowed purpose is
the salvation of men. Will some one kindly
answer his objection ? It ia possible that this
impression may be eradicated from the minds
of some of those with whom the missionary
comes in daily contact. But upon the mind
of the masses, which is the important thing,
the impression is almost ineradicable. Is
this worth whilet What is gained? The
missionary comes in closer contact with a
few and feels that thus he may *‘ more thor-
oughly impress himself upon them.” But
it i8 not the missionary that needs to be im-
pressed. It is gospel trath, We have the
assured promise of the Spirit to impress that
if we preach it. The obvious duty of the
missionary is to get the gospel in direct con-
tact with as many as ible, It is sug-
gested that one will mu tiJJ]y his preaching
ten-fold through those eduycated and sent
out? But there is no sort of assurance that
a single one of those on whom years have
been spent will be chosen of God to bear his
message, If they ape not chosen of God
God gives to each missionary his
own o?portunity of proclaiming the '‘good
news,” salvation. ® prepares whom he
will and calls whom he will, It is nowhere
indicated that he has left to men the prepara-
tion of the material from which he shall se-
leot. If this were true and if it were also
true that God calls only educated men .
But neither is true, God has chosen the
‘‘foolishness of preaching” to save men,
and he has declared thatthe learning and
wisdom of men cannot aftain to a knowl-
edge of God. That some of the scholars are
saved is not doubted. But it is through the
gospel being preached to them, and not be-
cause of the school, but in spite of it. Why
ghould the missionary tie himself down to
the few who gather daily in the school-room
when at the very best, if he is at all faithful
to those who send their children to him, the
longest part of his time must be given to se-
cure work, when there are hundreds avail-
able to whom he may preach the gospel!
No farmer wounld content himself with cal-
tivating an impoverished hill-side when
there was right by available a rich plain,
even thongh the plain had briers and stumps
gn ;t. Nor would he employ anyoue else to
0 t-
It may also be urged that some of those
who are thus educated do preach, True—

for laborers to enter the harvest, not to | &

arnish them for it. . I¢ itis urged thatno |
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areé of the number whom God would call
might they not be as efficient if they bad
not been thus educated ¥, Does u?one sug-
t that this may be God's way of calling!
here 18 no sort of evidence for it. All that
is indicated as belonging to us in the matter
is ﬁruohlng the Word. But perhaps someé
will say that the Lotd has set his seal to this
in that he does seem to bless it with success,
It may just as well be said that the Lord
has set his seal to Catholicism, or to heathen
religions such as Mohammedanism or Con-
fucianism. All of these are emivently sac:
cessful in the same way, as the number of
adberents will show.

What it may be our duty to do in the case
of those who do give evidence of bei.n%called
to preach, it is not the purpose to discuss
now,  We are praying that the Lord will
call men from among these Christians, but
never have yet come forward. They will
come in the Lord’s own time. One thing is
needful that they shall be men mnot only
called by the Spirit, but men who depend on
the Spirit. The greatest danger is in pro-
ducing artificiality,. To teach such to ob-
serve all that Christ commanded msay not
include so much after all. Our dependence
on the Holy Spirit must be real if it should
avail. It is unwise to go fo extremes in any
direction, but this one thing may be safely
put down as true that we are in far more
danger of making too much than too little of
ourselves in the matter of earrying forward
the Lord’s work. One is never in danger of
hearing too much real truth in God. One
may be lazy, which is qnite a different
thing, but sometimes passes for the same,

One of the most serious objections to
schools is the foreignizing inflaenze which
unfits those educated for real life among
their own people. Those po educated de-

nd largely on employment by fnr;ﬁmera.

deed many of the schools are conducted
on the understanding that all who graduate
are to be thus em;lyloyed. This grew Iarae!y
out of the foreignizing iai::enoe refl to
above which was recogn by the Chinese,
but as a place with foreigners is considered
superior to a place among their own people,
they are willing, some of them, to accept

and turn over their children to the foreigner.’

One of the most difficult things that the for-
eigner finds is to learn to accustom himself
or, at least, to understand the ;modes of
thought in the minds of the natives. Isit
helping matters to put forth a set of men
trained in Western modes of thought to
grapple with the same diffigulty ¢ If indeed
the modes of thmght of pation itself
need to be changed and formed after the
Western pattern, this would be the thing to
do, but who will say that this ought to be
dove? There is no doubt as to the neccessity
of the matter of their thought being changed,
but this is the province of the gospel and
not of mechanical means such as education,
ete.

This foreignizing influence applies with
great force to the education of the children
of Christians. Many are very thoroughly
convinced that this ought to be done. qI‘I:ue:
reasons usually assigned are that eduacation
is a good thing for the foreigner and will be
for the Chinese, therefore, we owe it to
them. Butis it not an essential condition,
indeed it is not & condition at all of the

rogress of the gospel. It may help, it may

inder. On what ground then do we owe it!
We do owe it to give them the gospel, not
because it is ‘‘a good thing” but because it
is salvation, and there is none else. If we
will only be content to do the work which
lies out so palpably before us where mil-
lions have not hearti of the gospel, and leave
to natural development all those other
things that are not our province at all, they
will adjust themselves. Whatever advan-
tages are to be had from education will be
perceived and taken advantage of in a natu-
ral way. There would be no sortof sense
in pufting a steam plow to work in a newly
cleared field full of stumps and roots.

There is already the idea among native
Christians that the foreign school, or at least
the school supported by the foreigner, with
foreign apflllucu, etc., is essential to the
progress of the gospel. This idea has its
origin, of course, in the great amount of at-
tention given by missionaries to schools. A
Chinese Christian said to meé sometime ago:
“] see no way for these boys who are grow-
ing up here to become acquainted with phi-
losophy, science, eto. How then is Chris-
tianity to go forward " He almﬂ{ put into
words what such a large number of mis:
sionaries are ing.  His conelusion
was perfectly legitimate. Without intend-
ing it, the impression is being made that the
goapal is not a sufficient force. Oh for more
trust in the rro'milea of the Holy Spirit!
This feeling of the insufficiency of the gos-
Eo! is not confined to the native Christians,

ut has its effect on the missionary. One
of the most prominent of those in China
says that it is useless to Jook for real Chris-
tians in this generation in China. That it
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nized this daoger. - But is there not more of | pose of God? ‘Tt any of those thus educated | dren to be educated in the foreigner's school, |

do it because of what they hope 1o
either through the &pﬂ‘l '
position they expect to
eigner. It is not so to
ristians will be influénced
tives. ' The fact that
missionary is_defrandi
not give them a school,
And as shown above, even
the school is claimed to be founded on'a

sire to see the gupalmake mﬂ.
desire is founded on & perve notion
the real force of the goﬁ'pel. '}ltl.mmt not
supposed, as some : ’s
matter of learni Ro ‘vt
The feeling, that
that they may claim as a
obligations which givin
puts the missionary under, }
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error. I once heard an honored missionary |

ficulty by their following us to learn the |

doctrine, and I feel like we ought to get
them out.” There was hardly a realization
I think, of the force of what was said. 1f
the upbuilding of the lives and hearts of the
native Christ: depends on the mission-
ary, surely both are in an unenviable posi-
tion.” Above all things’converts from heath-
enism, or ‘any other converts, need to feel
that their dependence is on God. Material
help, whetever itscharacter, is not what will
help in this direction. Not that it is feit
that these are sinners above all others in
covetous tendencies, but that it is unwise to
Flace before them the conditions which léad
n that direction. If we owe it to them to
lﬁve them all that is believed to be useful in
the work in Western lands, what do we not
owe them? 'The time may come when they
may be judiciously helped in many direc-
tions, but it will need to be when it can be

doue as brethren, and not doled ouf from §

everseers and empl . For the present,
at least, it is felt that moaey used in schools
can be more wisely sgent in sending men to
‘ preach the Word,” *teaching them to
observe all thing whatsoever I have com-
manded youn,” Not what Western civiliza-

tion has develo or Western learning in-
te ted but what Christ has eom
o suppose that the heathen need the ele-

vating power of education to prepare them
for the reception of thegonsel isto deny the
ﬁapel the very power it is declared to have,

e hardest class of men to reach in China
is the prond, self sufficient, educated class.
Those who rejected onr Saviour when be
was on earth belonged to that class. It will
be so from the very nature of the case, It
is not through the powerful convincing
arguments of men that souls are born into
the kingdom of God bat through the simple,
faithful presentation of a crucified and risen
Redeemer, who himself gives power tothe
Word. “To the Jews astum block, to
the Greeks foolishness, but to them that are
called, both the Jews and Greeks, Christ the
power of God and the wisdom of God.”

* TroS. J. LEAGUE.
Pingtu, China, Feb. 4, 1893,

Religious Lunacy.

Lunacy is & species of insanily, or a
periodic madness. Religious lunacy is &
condition of the mind which attempts to
measure the infinite by a finite tape-line.
Strange to say, nevertheless true, there is as
much religious lmacy to-day as there was
in the bygone dark and medizval ages. Its
existence, which is of no earthly benefit,
does immense harm to the , weak, sin-
laden, immortal souls, for whose deliverance
Jesus died and made the atonement.

That the Bible, Old and New Testaments,
is the inspired book of God, written by in-
spired authors, given to man as God's only
revelation; that the establishment of the
Christian church, b&:ﬂ the legitimate out-
come, of the life and commands
of Christ, are well established biblical, his-
terical and traditional facts, which need no
wasting of time, and reasoning, and prodoce
offensive controversies. But the ‘‘ever-
lasting reason, reason, reason,” & ,
upon the n arens, now and , to
fight God and his sacred révelation, not
knowin%lhm. it is hard to kick n%\lnlt the
Eood.. ut what is human reason? or what

bhuman mind ¢ What is man as com
to God? What is a dro
and fathomless ocean? '
may be conceivable, but to e«
mind to the Great Infinite is
comparison, and beyond the,
tals’ conception. ‘‘'We
which we ¢an see and touch, but
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but may it not be that some of those preach | is only by educational development we can | full of

rather use of the feeling that they have | hope to reach a real Christianity, and that | is

been educated for that pu than that | it will take lo than a single generation |

they feel the call of God y cases look | to reach it. His consis is admirable

mugh like it, More espec if tbeg are | and worthy of emulation by all those who

.m«m foreign money for ‘the presching. | hold to the’ necessity of schools. But he |
eaunf men into the ministry may be | would hmlx jeem to be in sccord with the

cousistent with ' some - Pedobaptists, -but | spirit of him who said: * All'power is gm K

never for Baptists, We are instructed to | unto me,” and ‘Lo I am " “Buch |
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savo that which was lost.” We b
unsactified *‘reason” and its mox

“Where?"” inquired the skeptic
mind was impressed by the words. *
is it there'll be no more sorrow |
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