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Doing Good

Acts 10 ; 88" Who went about doing
healing all that were oppressed of the
God was with him.”

“Who went about doiog " How
complimentary would be sach words re-
corded in the memoir of some departed wor-
thy, or upon the tomb of some deceased
friend. Su%pow, in passing through a cem-
stery, we should find this epitaph, ** Who
went about doing gBod,” &c.! What reflec-
tions would be awakened in our minds!
What kindpess and reverence we would en-
tertain for the memory of such an one! We
would instinctively call to mipd deeds of
sell-denial and unselfishness—of compassion,
fenderness and sympathy. We would be
gonstrained to say, here lies the friend
of the orpban and the widow, the poor
and the afflicted. We should feel like
doing homage to one of such noble record.

| Possibly our thoughts might revert to a
Howard visiting the ﬂlthf prisons of Eu-
tope in the interests of fallen and suffering
humanity, We might think of the many
benefactors of our race who devoted their
lives to the good of mankind.. 'We need not
help thinking of such self denying men as
Brainerd, Martyn and Judson, who conse-
crated their lives to preaching the gospel to
the perishing. Bat after we bad thought of
all these and a Paul besides, our minds would
turn to him who sur all them, ‘‘who
went about doing good,” who never did any-
thing bat good, for he was holy, barmless,
undefiled and separate from sinners.

To do should be the highest aim of

H every intelligent being, and is worthy of
God himself. In its noblest,
it is a desire begotten of God. Hence,
Jesus could say that he came from heaven
not to do his own will but the will of him
who sent him. While it should be the aim
of all men to do the gmm(:rfosuible amount
of good, yet the vast majority of mankind
hate goad’: love evil, and pursue after it. Oh,
the pains, the sorrows, the wretchedness
flesh is heir to, because man drinketh in-
Iquity as the ox drinketh water—rolls sin
under his tongue as a sweet morssl, What
miseries the drunkard has heaped u%u a
f.mrinl{ left in poverty and shame! What
moral blight are infidels and the venders of
pernicious literature of to-day inflicting
upon society | Think of Paine, a Voltaire,
~an Ingersol, and the novelists of the times.

These stand at the fountain-head and poison

the streams from which our youth quench

their thirst. How shocked we would be to
~ 8o their epitaphs written *‘ who went about
- doing "{" What mockery to inscribe

sach words upon the tombs of Alexander,

Cmsar and Napoleon, who deluged the world
neral wail from
ions to ascend to

»od, and
'\’Ii, for

. Dheaven. Upon their tombs might be appro-
priately inscribed *‘ But one sinner destroy-
6th much B

Oar subject to day is

DOING GOOD,
rfect illustration of it is

absorbed in this
and it was the constant end and aim
| o his min on earth. He came to de-
#troy the works of the Devil and to save the
souls of men. His mission was to preach
to heal the broken

rest sense,

Judea, Galilee, Samaria, Decapolis and other
places, and he  healed them all. He was
thronged b{:rowds who cast the lame, the
blind and the palsied at his feet, The life
of Jesus was a busy one, so that often he
'I;ad not time g:;a mulch as to ea.};. dS;) you see

esus was constantly engaged in doing good,
He was not fitfal m{l gpasmodic. is zeal
koew no abatement, hence he could say *‘the
zeal of thine house hath eaten me up.” Souls
were perishing, hence he must be about his
Father's business. Now he is at Jerusalem,
now in Perea, then in Galilee, fhen in the
coasts of Tyre and Sidon. In Luke 9: 10-17,
we seq the amount of he did in one day.
The six days before his death occupy nearly
one-half of John and about a third of the
other gospels. He was always abounding in
the work of the Lord. Hae felt that a neces-
sity was laid upon him : **I must work while
it 1s called to-day.” And how much he did
no tongue can tell. John says the world
could not contain the books that might be
written of him. Who can estimate the good
he did? He sowed beside all waters and
gave a portion to seven and to eight.

Then I notice that Jesus was not easily
discouraged in doing good. He paid no at-
tention to croakers and grumblers, He did
not cater to popular tastes —did not seek pop-
ularity nor the applause of men. He did
not swerve from the path of duty to avoid
the censure of men. He did not even seek
to l:Plea»e men. When denounced by scribes
and Pharisees, he did not cease his labors.
If his ministry was not successful in one
place, he went to another. When persecu-
ted in ope city, he traveled to another. He
did not aim to attract attention by making
a noise or raising a sensation. He did not
blow a trumpet when he performed a cure
or preached a sermon, nor did he advertise
his subjects. He did not stop by the way to
dispute about annise and cummin, and tithes.
e had no stereotyped way of doing good.
Some must read their prayers, wear a gown,
preach ina consecrated pulpit, and be buried
in a consecrated cemetery. Some waste time
over the shibboleths of parties. Nor was he
one of the kid-glove gentry. He sought out
the publicans and harlots.

T he mission of Christianity in the world
is Lo do it good. It has originated all those
agencies which have bl mankind. Asy-
lums for the insane, the orphan and the
afflicted have sprung up through the agency
of the gospel. Institutions for the deaf and
dumb and the blind, bomes for the aged and
infirm and the needy had no existence prior
to the Christian dispensation. Bible socie-
ties, SBunday schools and missionary organ-
izations for sending the gospel to the hea-
then had their origin among Christian na-
tions. Our anti-mission brethren have op

sed all these agencies but in doing so they
gﬁve been found fighting against Giod, and
the seal of his disapprebation seems to rest
upon them. All who bear the name of
Christ have a work to do in building up his
cause in the earth, There is no retreat for
the church except in disaster. She mustgo
forth with victorious banners. She must go
from conquering to conquer. There is a

reat conflict to be engaged in, and each sol-
Sier is ¢xpected to do his dut{;

As voluntary and accountable agents, we
can choose our sphere of doing good. No one
has a right to censure his brotber in this lib-

erty.
the‘re is no monopoly in doing geod. All
classes may enjoy this privilege. All grades
of talent may find employment. There is
ample scope forall, for the field is the world.
We can teach in the Sunday-school, or give
as the Lord has blessed us to sustain the gos-
pel at home or send it abroad. We can visit
the poor and the afflicted. We can rejoice
with them who rejoice or weep with them
who weep, We can hold up the hands of
some fainting pilgrim. We may cheer some
discouraged soul. We may give a oup of
cold water in the name of a disciple. e
can place a wreath on some forgotten grave.
We can lift some burden or make some soul
happy. The word of cheer and encourage-
ment may stimulate some timid soul to press
on, We may carry the gospel from house
to house and distribute religious tracts, The
work of colportage farnishes efficient means
of accomplishing good. By this agency the
ospel may be carried to the lowly and the
gestit.ut.e. A colporteur sold &n old book to
Richard Baxter's father. Baxter, reading it,
was converted, and wrote the ‘‘Saint's Rest,”
which was the means of Phili& Doddridge's
conversion. Doddridge wrote the ‘‘ Rise and
Progress of Eeliglonﬁ the Soul,” which was
the means of bringintg to Christ Leigh Rich-
mond, the author of the ‘‘Dairyman’s Daugh-
ter.” This book was the means of Wilber
force's conversion and thousands of others.
And Wilberforce was the author of a work
which was instrumental in the conversion
of the distinguished Dr.Chalmers. True it is,
“There bea han:lﬁnl{ ol'i :orI:: m_
of the moun e frait whe
tops tains, el

shake like Lebanon. is neces-
sary in this age of vile trash Emnbooh
The is teeming with yellow-covered
noveﬂre:l:d books arrayed agn.hm religion
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‘vine blessing. Let us be assured of the di-

‘views, if you will let an old farmer scribe

busy at work, endeavoring to subvert the
doctrines of the Christian religion and to
overthrow the 3:3 pillars of Christianity.
To do good must be with us. The
measure of our obligation to do good is the
measare of our abflgi .. ““She hath done
what sbe could,” W this is true, our
labors are in vain without the divine favor
and blessing, The text tells us that God
was with Jesus and assigns this as a reason
for his success, Hence, be could say, “I
can of mine own self do nothing.” And he
said to his disciples, *“ Without me ye can do
nothing.” Hence, he commanded {.isApos-
tles to tarry at Jerusalem until they were
endued with power from on high. ‘‘Not
by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit,
saith the Lord.” Bpiritual power is needed.
We must go forth armed in the panoply of
heaven, Wealth, talents, genius, rank, in-
fluence and numbers are of little avail unless
God be with us. Let us, then, seek the di-

vine presence, for Jesus himself has prom-

ised it, *‘ Lo, I am with youalway even unto-

the end of the world.” R. W.
Farnham, Va.

The Call to the Ministry,
Brother Editor:— As there has been a great
deal said in the RECORDER about the call to
the ministry, I would like to express my

do so.

[ think that Bro. White and Bro. Taylor
stand flat-footed with both feet on God's
word—that God calls every one of his fol-
lowers to French his word to the best of his
or her ability—that he implants this desire
at eonversion. God holds each and every
one responsible for the culture of this desire
just as he does the culture of the talents and
gifts with which he has endowed them.,

I believe that God has left the calling of
men to the bishopric to the churches, and
why f becausa he has given them the guali-
fications that they might not err. God has
founded his church on true republican prin-
ciples. He gives each one of his followers
a fair showing in the race set before them,
spiritual and tempora!. He has founded his
kingdom upon justice and equity, that each
one of his followers should have a fair show-
ing in the great race of life. I don't believe
any man has a right to be *‘whining” around
that ‘‘God bas called me to be a bishop,”
but that he should wait for some church to
discover his fitness and eall for his ordina-
tion, so he could serve them. I am opposed
to ordaining men until their services are
needed ; it is contrary to the plain teachings
of the Scripture. It was not s0 in the be-
ginning when the Apostles went out and

lanted or organized the churches. The

d no bishops or elders, but they were sel
contained and had a holy self-sufficiency,
each one exercising his gifts and doing his
own preaching, How long this state of
pastorless churches prevailed cannot be as-
certained ; but I presume that when the fires
of Calvary began to grow dim, the *‘Devil
slipped in the churches, and beﬁnn to puff
up men with self aspirations,” each one
thinking that he was the gmmt preacher
and that he ought to lead the service. This
state of things brought about confusion, and
Paul conceived the idea of ordaining bishops
or elders to have the oversight of this mat-
ter in order to prevent confusion, and that
those who were set apart for this work
might give themselves fully to it, cultivate
their talents, gifts and holy desires to their
highest susceptibility, and consecrate them-
selves fully to the work and take the place
of their absent Lord as under-shepherds.
Not that they were to do all the preaching,
but that they were to lead the services and
designate who shouldpreach to prevent con-
fusion, and that they might cultivate the
talents and develop the gifts of their flock
in imitation of the Great Shepherd, so that
each church might become a live, active,’
consecrated and successful body of believ-
ers, with their tatents, gifts and desires cul-
tivated and develoi)ed to the highest point.

I don’t believe in any superstitious eall.
It is contrary to the plain teachings of God's
word and also of reason, because God never
does foolish things. We very often hear
men say God called them to be ministers,
and when the churches educated them, they
proved Mmg)lew failures. In other cases,
th:g were physically unable to preach. But
God don't make mistakes. A few yearsago
a young brother thought Giod had called him
to the foreign field, but he died before he
had finished the necessary preparations,

God don't force men into his service, or
into the ministry, but be has opened the
way wide and invites all to come to his ser-
vice and implants a desire in every breast to
be useful and to win others to his service, I

duty of calling men to the full work of the
ministry, and that no man ounght to be or-
dained unless some church needs him and
calls for his ordination, or unless his services
are needed in a destitute and E

I believe that there
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enlightened, and that the D. D.'s
ing true theology, and that

showing in the great race,
nlmllao%nbeodmtﬂl__ ;

men moral cowards. What would
?nt and cultivated Greece have
ulins Cassar if he had started to conguer
the world with a trained and well deve '
set of officers and had negiected to teach hi

warfare | Th? wonld have that he
was crae:‘:ly. @sar knew ihat £uscess
depended upon the culture and the tn!ntnhg
of his private soldiers as it did upon hi
officers The tendency of Christianity at the
present day is to conguer the world for
Christ with a trained to the
of the masses. I hope the time will
come in this enlightened age when g
men will be ashamed to “vhm
around, exclaiming that God had called them
to the minhu?, and Jacob like, stealing the
bishopright of others, bat they will remem-
ber that God calls every man toumnh—
that he has given each one a ‘and
bolds each individual - for the.
care and development of talent that he
bas committed to their care and kem It
is contrary to good government in or
state for aspirants to be ** whining " arouud
seeking positions. I don't believe that God
ever intended any such thing in his church,
but that the church should seek the man
who best fills the place.

The Scriptures teach us plainly that God
reveals the secret of men's fitness to fill the
office of bishop or pastor to the churches—
not in a superstitious way, but that he has
given them the capacity to discern the fit-
ness of men to fill high position. When
Titus went around to ordain he
didn’t tell the churches to look up as: ts
for this exalted tion, but be told them to
select one of their own number. God never
intended for his church to be cursed with
aspirants for office, but that bis ple
should select them by their own , OB
true republican ciples, from their own
number, and that they were fo devete all
their time to that church individually and
should be their shepherd. No man is capa-
-ble of being ahe‘pEmI of but one flock,
Spurgeon with his giant intellect.fully de-
velo Was never carble of being the
shepherd of but one flock.

W. C. RoGers.

Oak Hill; N. C.

Two Extremes

Years our Baptist people were per-
haps ratb:go on the up&me in so fmqug:ly
and persistently thrusting a discussion of
their distinctive views on other people,
Then our views were deemed so important
that they were advocated in nearly every
sermon preached. It may be that some of
our views were given ra undue promi-
nence, to the neglectof otherim t mat-
ters. But if this extreme resulted in some |
bharm, it also did munch good. It stirred up
people to an examination of Bible teachings;
and when persons became Baptists, they
lieved something, and could give & reason
for it.

From the (ime of Christ and the Apostles
to the present time, Baptists have stood
alone in the advocacy of a regenerated
church membership, of believers alone as
proper subjects for baptisw, of immersion
as Bible baptism, and of immersion as & pre-
requisite to the Lord's supper. Formerly,
these fundamental Bible teachings were kept
maqre prominentg before the m than
they are now. Fioding these g.ln
the Bible, and believing them, made Bap-
tists that stood for something. They had
some relig‘i!ous backbone. In those times
Baptists believed these princi to be 80
important that rather ‘give them up
they would go to prisons, whipping posts,
and the stake, _

But now we have drifted to the opposite
extreme. Now our preachers but seldom
preach our distinctive views ; and if do,
they almost apologize for holding
They bave so much to say in praise

impotudind Evor boloske CTRReiais Thahey 1 &
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tian charity and li ty as to leave
impression on distinctive Bap-.
tist doctrines are ugly, troublesome um& _
that need to be palliated and a ifor. |

If Baptists are made at such
teschin%. they are as a rule weak and waver-
ing, ready to/be carried about with every

private soldiers how to use their weapons of | a8 good
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