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continue obligatory till the Son of man shall
come,

Does any one say that this command was
given only to the apostles? It may or may
pot have been s0; but were they alone in-
cluded in the obligation which it imposes
The address at the last supper was given to
them alone, as were many other of the in-
structions of our Lord; but were they the
onl¥ [:arsons to‘'whom the words spoken ap-
ply? Is it affirmed that they and those whom
they should appoint are alone to preach the
word? I answer that Jesus Christ never
said so, and we have no right to add to this
any more than to any other of his command-
ments.

Bat let us see how the apostles themselves

understood the precept. Their own narra-

tive shall inform us. ‘At that time there
was a great persecution against the church
that was at Jerusalem, and they were scat-
tered abroad throughout all the regions of
Judea and Bamalqn, except the W'"
* Therefore, they that were scattered abroad
went everywhere preaching the word."—
Acta8:1, 4, “Then they that were scat-
sered abroad upon the perseoution that arose
about Stephen, travelled as far as Phenice
and COyprus and Antioch, preaching the
word to none but Jews only. And some of
them were men of Cyprus and Cyrene,
which, when they were come to Antioch,
spake also to the Grecians, Preachin the
Lord Jesus. And the hand of the Lord was
with them, and a { number believed and
tarned to the Lord.” These men were not
a es, nor even original disciples of

rist, for they were men of Cyprus and
Cyrene. Yet they went everywhere preach-
ing the Word, and in so doing they pleased
the Master, for the Holy Spirit accompanied
their labors with the blessing from on high.
The ascended Saviour thus approved of their
conduct, and testified that their understand-
ing of his last command was correct.

f we need any farther confirmation of the
interpretation which we have given of the
precept in the text, we find it in other por-
tions of our Lord’s teaching. ‘‘The king-
dom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a
woman took and hid in three measnres of
meal until the whole was leavened.” The
words here indicate the manner in which
the kingdom of Christ is to extend itself.
Leaven assimilates the whole mass to itself
by the contact of particle with particle—
each particle, as soon as it is leavened, com-
municating itse own virtue to all the parti-
cles surrounding it. So every dikciple of
Christ is bound, by proclaimini Christ to
those near to him, to extend the kingdom of
the Redeemer ; and every one who becomes
a disciple is bound to make it his chief busi-
neas td disciple others.

Again, our Lord declares that every one
who believes in him shall be the means of
imparting salvation to others. ‘' In the last
day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood
and cried, if any man thirst, let him come
nnto me and drink. He that believeth on
me, a8 the Scripture hath said, out of his
belly shall flow rivers of living water.” This
he spake of the Spirit which, not the apos-
tles, but they that believe on him should re-
ceive. Thus, as our Lord is the living foun-
tain from which every believer drinks; so
every one who has drunk of this fountain
becomes, in this secondary sense, a fountain
to all who are about him.

S0, in the message to the churches, deliv-
ered by the ascended Saviour to the Apostle
John, we find these remarkable words: ‘I
am the root and offspring of David, and the
bright and morning star. And the Spirit
and the Bride say, Come, and let him that
heareth say, Come, and let him that is athirst
come, and whosoever will, let him take the
water of life freely.”

You see, then, brethren, the nature and
duty of the church of Christ. It consists of
the whole company of penitent sinners,
united to Christ by faith, animated by the
indwelling of his 0‘{ Spirit, every one par-
taking with Christ in that love of souls
which moved him to offer up himself, and
every one laboring after his example forthe
salvation of the world, This is the object
for which the believer lives, as it was the
object for which Christ lived. This conse-
cration of himself to Christ for this purpose
is & matter of personal obligation. It can-
not be done by deputy. It must be done by
the man himself, He can no more delegate
it to another, than he can delegate faith, or

disciple must a discipler. Hvery indi-
viduoal is leaven, and he must assimilate to

| himself all that comes into contact with him.

As he himself drinks of the fountain, he
must become-a fountain to his fellowmen ;
otherwise, he has not drunk of the fountain
himself. If he bear not fruit, he is cut off
a8 & branch, and is withered.

This is the first and primary duty of a dis-
ciple, and to it his whole life must be con-
formed. He may enter upon no calling, he

as | may occupy no station, he may indulge in
| no amusement inconsistent with this ele-

' duty of discipleship. A revival of
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volvins this obligation in the very elemen-
tary idea of discipleship, that Christ has
provided for the universal triumfh of his
church. On this de s the vitality of
personal religion, @ can never in earnest
call men to repentance, unless we are living
holy and penitent lives ourselves. Hence,
also arises the separation of the charch from
the world, and hence the antagonism which
Christ declares must always exist between
them. ‘' Because ye are not of the world,
but I have chosen out of the world,
therefore the world hateth you.” It is un-
der these circumstances that the church has
always gained its most signal victories, and
when these principles of duty exercise an
abiding influence over the life of every dis.
ciple, the kingdoms of this world will soon
(I;J%come the kingdoms of our Lord and of his

rist.

Bach, then, is the privilege, and such the
duty of every disciple of ist. It enters

With this every other snbsequent idea must
be in harmony. No eoclesiastical system
which we form can either Jiberate a disciple
from this obligation, or take away his priv-
ilege of thus laboring for Christ. Whatever
offices are created in the church, are created
for the pu of enab the disciple the
better to discharge this duty. They are
made for the church, the chureh is not made
for them ; and it becomes us ever to be
watchful, lest by any error the church of
Christ be dmved of this, the mainspring
of all its efficiency.

I have thus far spoken of the gifts which
are common to every man of asane mind.
But almost every man has some egecn!hr
gift, that is, some naturally bestowed means
of usefulness. This also he is bound in the
same manner to consecrate to the service of
the Master. A brief allusion to some of
these will sufficiently illustrate my meaning.
One man may be endowed with uncommon
conversational ability, so that in the ordi-
nary intercourse of society he readily leads
the minds of men in any direction he choos-
es, The disciple of Christ is not at liberty
to use this talent for the purpose of attain-
ing to social pre eminence, or for the grati-
fication of personal vanity; he must use itas
a means of winning souls to Christ. Beau-
tiful illustrations of this form of consecra-
tion of talent were seen in the lives of the
late William Wilberforee and Joseph John
Gurney. Another disciple may be endowed
with skill in the conduct of mercantile af-
fairs, so that, with be can accomulate
a fortune, when other men would merely
earn & subsistence,” This talent he has no
right to employ for the pu of hoarding
up wealth for himself, or for his children,
or of procuring the means of luxurious ex-
travagance, or fashionable display. ‘ The
lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the
pride of life are not of the Father, but of the
world.” He must consecrate this gift to
God, and remember that he will be called
to account for this as for every other talent.
And while such a man should abound in
almsgiving, let him be his own almoner, la-
boring with his own bands, and not the
hands of others in the work of benevolence.
Another may have been gifted with skill in
managing affairs, in arranging and carrying
forward plans for the labor of dthers, and in
guiding masses of men to right conclusions
in all matters of public concernment. This
talent should be given to the cause of re-
ligion and benevolence. Such men, instead
of leaving the charge of all our benevolent
institutions to the mi.nistrx, shonld assume
it themselves. They can do it better than
we, and the gift was granted to them for this
very purpose. It belongs to Christ, and to
him must it be cheerfully rendered.

These gifts to which I have referred, are
bestowed upon Christians for the gemeral
service of the church of Christ. There are
but few men who are not endowed with
some one of them, which it is their duty
faithfally to improve. I must, however,
turn to those gifts which have special refer-
ence to the ministry of the word.

It frequently happens that a brother en-

‘gaged in secular business is endowed with a
talent for public speaking. On matters of
general interest he is heard by his fellow-
citizens with pleasure and profit. This tal-
ent is more largely bestowed than we com-
monly suppose ; and it would be more fre-
quently observed if we desired to cultivate
and develop it. Now, a disciple who is able
successfully to address men on secular sub-
jeots is snrelﬂl competent to address them on
the subject in which he takes an immeas-
urably greater interest. This talent should
a’rclsll be offered up in sacrifice to Christ,

e voice of such brethren should be heard
in the conference room and in the prayer-
meeting. 'I'heﬁy bave no right to lay up this
talent, more than any other, in & napkin.
And still more is it incumbent on the
churches to foster and improve gifts of this
kind. Thus we arrive at the order of lay
preachers, formerly & most cficlent aid in
the work of g the gospel. I believe

am

into the elementary idea of discipleship, -

-man is not to the cure of
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ministry of the go'-ﬁl. Such men arec
elders, presbyters, bishops, ministers cf
word, or stewards of the mysteries of
If it be asked, under what of

may a believer undertake this se
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answer, the Now Testament, as it seems to |
me, always refers to it as a calling to which |
Sy thared b’te?'the nﬂnﬁtﬂ” m '
may therefore enter ti , exoept |
from the motive of solemn, entions
duty. If he choose it as a sion, e |
sake of worldly advan or that he may |
enjoy a life of leisure, or be d. the |
better to pursue some favorite . be
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tions had, I think, better pursue some
vocation, :

This is the first indication of the m
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such evidences of h
shall secare for him the a
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Tke New 'l‘w'amanzl think, recogunizes | m

two forms of labor; that of evan-
gelists and that of

pastors, E
gpecially mlﬁmu Men

called to this office are endowed with peen-
liar gifts for awakening the careless, arous
ing the secure, d the attention of
men to the subject of and th
planting“churches where st has
named. The particalar value of
order of ministers, in such a comn
own, is, I think, apparent. Man
fathers of the ministry in allthis
men ;r;;:;ild the lou;ulatiom
ent ty, were for m
evm?xelism; an worthily did
ministry which they had re
Lord Jesus,

Besides evangelists, the Ne
authorizes the appointment of
is, of ministers of the
particular churches.
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but, first of all, of the of
lar paoE}e. He believes that
placed him over a separate church;

that church he receives his suxpori: and, for | :

both reasouns, he is bound to devote to them
his whole service. It is his duty *“fo warn

every man and teach every man, m‘hﬂmy \

present every man perfect in Christ Jesuos :
whereunto he is to labor a to the
working that worketh in him mightily.” It
is his duty to make known olearly and ex-
plicitly, and with tears, the danger and guilt
of the impenitent, to aronse the conscience,
to point the inquiring soul to the Lamb of
God that taketh away the sin of the world,
to unfold the riches of divine love to the be-
lieving,
formltg
every holy motive to higher attainmexts in
piety and closer conformity to Christ,

claim the backslider, to counsel the témpted,
to caution the nnwary, to comfort the sick,
to speak peace to the dying believer, to sug-
gest to his brethren means of usefiness, to
watch over the discipline of the church,
all things sho gell a patternof 4
works, and ever doing the same work w

{liely upon them, He is to labor pub-

CLY,

his le on
sionlr:ien he can collect

message. Wherever he
ble, he should meet with
complish bat little by
their secular business

B

Sabbath, an:
them

gEs

i

Chtis bas. .

th against i
g i ffriag oty g

tore- |

olding up the cross of Ohrist before |




