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A Disoourse on the Apostelic Ministry.

BY REV. DBR. FRANCIS WAYLAND.

Delivered in Rochester, N, Y., before the New
L York Baptist Union for Ministerial Ed-
ucation on July 19vh, 1858,

Text, Mark 10 : 16—* Go ye into all the world
and preach the gospel to svery creature "
UDED, ]

: [
But, secondly, God sometimes bestows
upon lndividui particular talents, which
y be made the means of spacial useful-
ness. -One has a remarkable capacity for
- managing affairs, another for mechan
_ invention, snother for phﬂo!:g'lpl.l research,
~ ‘and another for the pursuit of abstract soi-
enoe. In suoh & it would seem that
mhhpt is to be cultivated with speclal
¢ It is & means of usefulness which has
not been created in vain, and is not to be
essly thrown away. On the ssme prin-
- been endowed with a

blie spesking, mmphﬂd
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bas called & man to devote his whole time to
the ministry of the Word; it is obvious that
gl:e oht.ug;nnn to imprio;t hi:ivn. It. to the
utmost, Th" pers t is
means of his Intellectnal facnlties that he rt’—
tempts to influence the minds of hia fellow-
uien. This is the service to which they are.
exclusively devoted. He js laboring in the
onmgow ch employed all the faculties of
the Bon of man whilé on earth. For the nse
and the improvement of his intellectual
powers, he must render a specially solemn
account. The means of improvement which
God has placed in the power of those whom
he calls to the ministry, may be very dis-
similar; inasmuch as may vary with
age, domestic relations, pec ability,
and degree of talent for aec!;hi m. God
ns these conditions as pleases ; all
that he requires is, that all he has given
should be faithfully improved and conse-
crated éo} tl:iis mm 'lni:n‘::y 'Iiuci!:
we en n rés m ) 1t
evident that ;;5; jon of our candi-
dates for the office mast have attained
to some maturity of age. It must :
be di(ﬁtl;:lt to uneruiu 'whethe:h:r ::’tm [

rson in mere youth possesses t .
g:&ionl which Mﬁnniu
must be required in a candidate.

If it be then our purpose fo provide the
means of improvement for those among ns
who are called to the ministry, it has seemed
to we that we should bear in mind these ele-
mentary ideas of our denomination on this
subject. If we are willing. to follow, and
not to Jead, the Spirit of God—that is, if we
educate no man for the ministry until we
are saticfled, not that he may be, but that he
has been, called of God to the work of preach-
ing the i—we shall always have among
our candidates a large number of those who
have passed the period of youth, and for
whom the studies of youth would be unsuit-

‘able, if not useless. Yet these are the

men to whom sppropriate culture would be
specially valuable. Others, in various de-
grees have been more favored with prepara-
tory education, and the means for more ex-
tended discipline. The means and advan-

of our candidates must, therefore, be
exceedingly dissimilar. If, then, we would
labor to give to the ministry the means of
improvement, we must provide those means
for them all. A system of ministerial edu-
cation, adapted to the condition of but one
in twenty of our candidates, commences
with the avowed intention of doing but one-
twentieth part of its work, and of helping

s | those only who have the léast need of its

assistance. We should, therefore, provide
for all our brethren whom God bas called to
this service, the best instruetion.in our
power ; sdapted, as far as possible, not to
any theoretical view, but to the actusl con-
dition of the mess of our candidates, leaving
each individual, in the exercise of & sound
and pious discretion, to determine the extent
to which he is able to avail himself of our.
servioes. While means should be fully pro-
vided for pursuing an extended course of
education, we must never lose sight of the
nomber of oar bréthren to whom an
extended course would be impossible.

But in what way soever a candidate pur-
sues his studies, whether by himself, or un-
der the instruction of an elder brother in
the ministry, or in a seminary devoted to
this purpose, the question remains to be
considered, to what points shall his efforts
be directed. In attempting to answer this
question, it is important to determine, in
the first place, what objeos he has in view.
His object is to prepare himself to be, not a
tescher, or a professor, or an sgent, or a
Ehuologioal scholar, or & popular writer,

ut an evangelist or a pastor. It is not by
any meaus asserted that these varions gifts
gwpe h:o; ﬂ!ﬁfi:l, uc:: 53 not to be culutTw%

{ I say is, that are not particular
00 ted with the 4 , and therefore
shotld be cultivated elsewhere. Least of
all should & conrse of education for the Chris-
tian ministry be modified for the sake of
preparing men for other and different pur-
suits, calling is to persuade men to be
reconciled to G-og, and to build hglp those
who are reconciled in their most
His studies, then, must all bear iroctl
upon this object, for which ‘‘it has Pl
God to put him into the ministry.” The
means which he is to use in accomplishing
this o}ﬂeﬁt ate simple. He is to make known
the will of God as it has been revealed in
the New Testament, and to urge men to
bbey it.

g faith.

It is obyious then, first of llhlthat the

minister of the must be, as thoroughly
as ble, acquainted with the teachi

of Jesus Christ and his Apostles, Theseoon-
tain the precise truth inspired

maa;- the oomm::dmt of God h:‘h: vh:;:
of revelation, nothing w ver ba-
ond it. It is ﬂg:lym-mth.ud. N

else, that the Spirit of God bas promised | tior

to acoompsuy with his llmig ty ,ﬂfq:_
Now Ih thau_mm L. {

im disoipline, Ho needs
o, Babih of sontingona aud ab:

us.

wnto babes.” Of sll this youare fally aware

from your own
been desirons of ascerta
of any particular passage of
in order to impress it i
fellowmen, in what

most successful

d\e;
pros!

parage either human learning, _
:ﬂm& a;{' that these, without

you ha

but im

Ry
io_ohho' i
opportunity as he ma:
ven him, let not
mself set aside as &

every i
m;’lﬁiﬂhﬂ Spirit will as-
into all pecessary truth.

minated by the light of divinetruth. Inorder
to acquire this knowledge, the man must be-
come acquainted, first of all, with his o
moral nature, and the of its jon.
When he tells what he bas himself experi-
enced, he may be assured .that in general he
spexks the ian of humanity. Here also
he needs to be in the habitof personal eonver-
sation with his fellowmen on the sabject of
religion. Hence, it is that no man is ever
who does not visit his
sona.llyl::: (2;1;:3 of reli tmu.w anol;?:;
never observ ow pungent preach
of & minister becomes who has spent & Ii:g
weeks in the midst of a revival of religion,
where his whole time is oecupied in inter-
course with awakened souls, and how such
a minister cirries everywhere with him the
spirit of a revival? It is thus that we learn
to apply the truths of the gospel to the
minds of mea. -

But a minister is to teach publicly, and
from house to house. »

Under the first of these divisions of his
duty must be ghoed the composition of a
germon. He whose weekly business it is to
address men publicly shouid, if poasible, un-
derstand the nature and objects of a dis-

course, and should Jearn to construct & dis-

course correctly. He should scquire the
ability to think out a train of thought,
which embodies one idea revealed by the
Spirit of truth, and w;ﬁd the minds of
men in the direction ch he intends.
Thorough, faithful and honest dealing with
a candidate, may here be of eminent advan-
to his futare ministry,

ut suppose this train of thought to be,

thus prepared, shall it be written or unwrit-
ten? KFach has its advantages, but I am
constrained to believe that the value of
written discourses has been in this country
greatly overrated. S au unwritten
train of thoughtis by far noblest and
most effective exercise of mind, provided
the labor of preparation in both cases be the

‘same, I capnot but think that we have

been the losers by cultivating too exclusively

the habit of writien discourses.

. But the discourse having been prepared,

it has yet to be delivered. The cultivation

of a clear and impressive deliu?J dfi?e from
y
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svowed of overturning our systems of
versal education, lni:&nibﬂutn‘u an
the power of a foreign h!eu'n'cbz In aid
this design, immigrants by hundreds
thousands are anoually arriving
shores, who are at onoce admitted to
privileges of citize while they are
scientiously bound to obedience toa
:Egluiutiei:l potentate. At ﬂnﬁ
land the seeds of frivolity and
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