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Predestination,

BY REV, ARCHIBALD CREE.

Preached by request in Sandy Run church in Ber-
tie county, May 28th, 18503,

Wwork togsther for good to them that love
God, to themn who are the called his
. For whom be did forelmow, he also did
Mr;'mmibeghtho the Mﬂmﬁ;
mﬁur, M , whom he diél.ﬁluﬂmw.
also ¢ whom he them he

redestination has been
og difficulty and lex-
S s, Bave boon Jotn:
T ve, have .
mt'ne'li‘a crude, contradictory
e of th(;os‘ubject, a8

o

is not without special gign

be understood, which they that are unlearned
and unstable wrest, as they do also theother
Scrigtnrea, unto their own destruction.”
The subject of the divine predestination
of souls is no nubje]pt for ignorant and un-
learned handling,. It is gre-’éminentlyasub-
,Ltct for the religious thinker and scholar;
ut as the Apostle Peter in the same epistle
says ‘‘no prophecy of Scripture is of pignta
interpretation,” we are not forbidden to en-

ter this aphere of the great realm of divine |

truth with our feeble rushlight to scan what
jortion of it may be available to us. There
1s abundance of truth in the Word of God
suited to all minds and to every degree of
intelligence- As Roland Hill said long ago,
““There are shallows for the Jambs to wade
in, as well as great deeps for the strong and
the learned to swim in.”

There is {»erhn;im no portion of Seripture
more full of theological impaortance than the
three verses before us, and none therefore
which demands a more careful exposition at
our hands. The grand question, around
» hich so many controversies have gathered
throughout the history of the church of
Christ, bul to which all sections of the
church are ever more nearly approximating
to agreement, is here presantet!).

Do these {)uanges teach unconditional pre-
destination! Do they teach the predestina-
tion by God of certain souls to eternal life
and the consequent passing by of others,
without the least reference‘to the State, or
character, or actions of those so ordained,
and those passed by ! or do they teach con-
ditional predestination—the predestination
of certain souls to a certain glorious destiny,
because of certain foreknown conditions,
upon which salvation is gmnted having
been supplied by them, and thus impl ing
the free will co operation of these souls in
the attainment of that state of salvation and
of glory. That is no question of barren con-
troversy, but one of the most momentous
importance to nien as moral and immortal
beings. KEternal issues hang upon the ques-
tion, and the entire procedure and plan of
God in the sckeme of redemption areinvolv-
ed in it also. To the greatest and deepest
natures such guestions bave ever had a pro-
found attraction. Not only their sympathy
with human beings in their wondrous im-
mortal nature and destiny have drawn them
to such questions, but the deeper interest
still which Milton expresses in his Paradise
Lost, of *‘justifying the ways of God to
men,” has filled them with the intense de-
sire to feel into the dt«;t)ths of such subjects
and scan their limits it possible. The very
border-land of mystery, to which some, after
all their investigations, have been led, has
only increased the attraction. Sc far all was
made plain to them : they felt themselves on
firm grouud, but beyond they gazed into the
illimitable, and while it heightened their
awe, it did not dimwivish their interest.

It would be easy to dispose of the ques
tion presented in this plac«: by appealing
ounly to the plainer declarations aud com-
mands of Scripture, and passing by the more
d:fficult texts ; but that would be a cowardly
process, manifesting fear of such passages
as that before ns. It would be a cut' nj
the gordian knot, not an untying of it. The
geueral who should beat the armies of an
eneroy in the fisld and’ overrun his country,
but who lelt, here and there in his progress,
great mengeing foriresses behind him, which
he did not attempt to reduce, or was not
able to reduce, would not likely prove a suec-
cessful conqueror in the end. While the
more difficult texts of Scripture have to be
interpreted in accordance with the plainer
declarations, as the Word of God canvot
contradict itself, and the Divine Spirit, who
inspired it, is the Spirit of Truth, and was
given to lead us into all truth, and therefore
each part must harmonize with the other,
though some parts may reach away into the
regions of the mysterious and the illimitable
where our poor vision cannot penetrate, yet
to dispose of all difficulties and answer all
objections by appealing only to the plainer
deolarations is no true solution of those diffi-
culties, and is not allowable, except ifi any
doubtful cases, and after all other means of
interpretation have been exhaunsted.

It is well, therefore, for \he minister of
the 1 who aims to be & workman who
“rightly divides the word of truth,” to vary

the ordinary and simpler ministrations of
the Word by an occasional exposition of one
or other of the deeper and more difficult
texts. *

Lsat us follow these verses clause by clause,
and see what light we may extract from them
on the important subject ef which they

treat.
The Apostle says, ‘‘ And we know thatall
things work together for good to them that

lgve God,” &c. The very first word, the
&'eek particle which is translated *‘And,”
ificince in the

connection in which it stands. In the thir-

“tieth- verse the same particle is translated

“ Moreover.” [REither translation is quite

correct; but asthetwenty-eighth verseis like
the thirtieth, the beginning of a
or the statement of an additi

agraph,

love God, to them who. are the call_ea go- |

cording to his pnrpose.”

““ Moreover, we know,” ays the Apostle.
He speaks of that which wés no mere r
of conjecture, but of certain know to
himself and his fellow Christians.
they were Christians, and therefore tavght of
Gﬁ, the thing of which the {mla m
was an accepted matter with :
Paul, as the mouthpiece of his brethren,
give utterance to this common assurance
*‘that all things work together for good.”
But to whom? *“To thos#e who love God,
and who are the called acgording to his pur-
pose.” Mark these two distinguishing char-
acteristics. The first describes their rela-
tion to God—they ‘“‘love God"”; the second
describes God's relation to them-—thez
‘“ are the called according to his purpose.
These favored persons, then, are not here
regarded merely as human creato which
they of course are in common with other
human creatores, nor as sipners, which they
are io common with oth It is not in an
aspect of their being or Sheir state, whic
they have in common with others, that they
are regarded and descri the Apostle;
but by something distinguishing them from
others—they love God. Now in that descrip-
tion we find certain conditions of salvation
supplied by those who are spoken of, The
“‘Jove God,” that itself is 8 condition, and it
is backed by others; for inorder to love God,-
they must first have believed in God's love
to them, as revealed in the gospel of his

race, ‘*We love him, because™ he first
oved us.” Therefore behind their love there
was faith, and all those other aspects of that
state which consists in the penitent and si
cere return of the soul to God. Here, then,
to begin with, we bave gertain conditions
on the part of man co operating with the
attitude and the action of God towards them
in securing their eternal good. Thus far,
then, we bave got so much that is plain
and evideut from the light of the e.
Let us plant our feet firmly on what we have
{;ained, it may be helpful in what is to fol-
CW.

Not only do these persons *‘love God,”
they are also as regards God's relation to
them, ‘‘the called accotding to his pur-
pose.” It is by Gud they are called. The
thirtieth verse explicitly says so. ‘‘More-
over, whom he did predestinate them he
also called.” Now let us enguire what is
the pature of this calling, which is applica-
ble only to believers. This is a crucial point.
Doubtless it is the high calling of God in
Christ Jesus. It is evident that it is not the
universal call given to-singers to-come to the
Saviour and.believe the gwnﬁal. That call is
issned indiscriminately to all sinners, to ey
ery son of Adam, They are all summoned
to repent and believe to the saving of the
soul. It is with respect to that universal

call it is said, *“ Many are called, but few are quiFsha
whether we shall become obedient to the
heavenly summons, and press on towerd the

chosen,” Now it cannot be that call to the
beginning of the Christian lif> that is re-
ferred to here, because there is nothing dis-
tinguishing or peculiar to Christians in that
call. It is a gracious invitation to every one
as well as to them. But the Apostle is here
speaking of something peculiar to Chris
tians, *‘Whom he di ?redesﬁnat:a. them
he also called,” * justified,” ** gl " The
call is as peculiar as the other distingnish-
ing characteristics predestinated, justified,
glorified. Moreover, the expression ‘'the
called” is exclusively applied to Christians
wherever it occurs in the episties of the New
Testament, It is not applied to any others.
Besides, seeing that believers have alveady
responded to the gospel call, we would nat-
uraily expect that this distinguishing call
will be something difféerent from that to
which unbelievers are called, Some would
insidiously say to us, at this point, that the
call is the same as that given to unbelievers,
but that believers are more effectually called
than others, an irresistible influerce is
brought to bear upon them so as to make
them obedient to the call, But this is sim-

le necessitation, and such invincible sway-
ing of the will has in it nothing of the na-
tare of a call. The call, I gshonld say, must
be a real appeal to the intelligence, and
through the intelligence to the heart and
the will.

Lot it be observed that there are other
calls besides the call to repentance and faith,
We find Christians spoken of in the Word as
“eidlled to liberty,” ‘‘called to holiness,”
““called to suffering,”—to peace also, *‘ Let
the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the
which alsoyeare called.” Some, too, we find
called to preach the gospel, and to under-
take certain missions amongst men. Buf
the hlgheat enllh:ﬂ]of all, sometimes called
the ‘' heavenly calling,” is the call to glory,
the call to the other end of the Christian 1
Paul says to Timothy, ‘“‘Fight the good fight
of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto
thoun art also called.” Here is a call to eter-
nal life, . Peter says, ‘““But the God of all
grace, who hath “us unto his eternal

be mentioned after the sarutifical
the Father, and the preservation 1

acter | have been

Lamb. The expressi
to believers can in many
this. And it is evident from the ¢
that this part of our text furnishes

succeeding oor text he goes on to
the transformation of believers into
age of God's Son, to their final
and glorification, and at len‘ghl.b the
strain, and gnﬁnﬁ still to the {
or prize of the hig ml_linF, 3

that glowing g:mntion, “ Who
r?teiu's mdia love cf

ulation, or distress, or ' or
ine, or nakedness, or pamm ”
in the thought of the A y @
drance is swept aside, and and
A¥e peed for

It would appear very plain from all

the celi to the. m supper of the

versal call of the gospel, is
laces in Scriptum'mp:ea
t, a higher and more distinguish

as distinct

And further, let us beware lest we

into any mere imagioations res

mn’:if this callin ;Muhowm
misled by phrases’
calling, phrases which,

does not need to have one invented

tative command, and “every

such ideas as necessitation or

wark for the prize of our high calling.

to this glory. It was God's fixed %n _
plan from the beginning that all who

itance that fadeth not away. This is

fixed plan, his change

any one, however
must conform to it
All who have faithin the

ﬁreat or exalted.

od's purpose, his plap from
Iu the case of those who

to work

tle are all things that happen to
The univwelru.llglglr of t o
in this life touch any poin

God. Nay more,
context that the Apostle has

ug'dthe

to eternal life, to &amﬂ'ﬂlﬂ' . .‘,Q !

]

same
glm'!uns'uﬂ.
he bursts into

considerations that the expression ‘‘thecdll- |
ed of God" refers to the call to the er | whom
end of the Christian life, the call to .

“which, while it is related to the uni-
tin very many

leemer, all
who love God, are the called-to the heavenly

inberitance : the e shall be the ultimatel
lorified ; these, and none others. Such is.

all eternity.
_ love God, we
have God's calling of them and God's pur-
pose to save all such, and we have further |
this in addition, that he causeth all things |
he “‘all th m?'rmwlt:t&a?tfoim ‘
the “‘all things " contem pla y the Apos-
believers.

prominently in view all the afilictive Om

malng:ha oull.xzul::t of ' _.

:;n hglluol:l“ in the chhnh;‘w‘tw wh B’n
® according to his " Has |
the Apostle been pointing m to*‘the | whe
géory that shall be revealed” m%g ting
the full redemption, the fufure m '

tion of the sons of God ! And in the verses |

tto |

L3

Christ? Shall e |
fam- |
Nay, |
very hin- | ten
'WI_J' 2}

thess | he

from

T
a&:liea ‘e only to those who have obey
the first. :

Al
, such as effectual | exj
ma?n.tfla::nmm ‘withc

find no place in the Word of God. The word |
calling or calléed has its own meun!n?. miul o
or it |

To be called is to be summoned, to be in- | Jesu
vited. All those ideas of weleome, invila- | cas

tion, desire that we should avall ourselves
of the blegsing offcred, are contained in the |
Word. Even urgent pleading and suthori-

infla-

ence to ensble us to avail ourselves of the
blessing offersd, are found in the Word; but |
frresistible

=R — -

fluence to compel our obedience are as wide
“E‘n from the native import of the Word as |
the poles are asunder from each other, _

On |
contrary, we are reminded that thedeep |
es! ree?ons bility rests upon us as to whether
1 yield to the di moral infla

I: is further stated that believe s are the
called ‘‘. ccording to his purpase ¥ According’
to God'’s holy purpose, or resolution, or plan
in & remote cternity, believers are now called

ar,
Ve

in his 8Bon, snd by him in advance in the
love of God, should be called to everlasting'
life and glory—to the incorruptible inher-

God's

less decree, liis immu-
table purpose. It'cannof be altered to suit |

they would be saved.

those

things he has in view
embraces whatever events and circumstances

They are all made subservient and contri
utory to the IastinF good of those thatlove
t would appear from

the

and tryi? dispensations which b to
them. He speaks much throughout of the
sufferings to which his fellow ers were | ed
subject, aud even goes so far as to summon | i
up and saticipate all the most,




