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The Buccessful Minister's Fixed Resolve

BY REV, JNO. 8, HARDAWAY.

Sermon hed at Mt. Zion Church at the ordi-
nation of Joseph Blalock, June 4, 1803, and re-
quested for publication in the RECORDER
by Mt. l%“ion Church, Flat River

Association

Text—"' For I determined not to know anythin,
among ,wl‘o‘:m Jesus Christ, and him crucified.
'—1 00!'. a;' . : .

It is always an oocasion of su ng in-
terest whonya church is gntharggut:igother
formally to set apart a man to the work of
the gospel ministry. We can well imagine
that not only the church on earth is intense-
ly inhmto! in it, but also the church tri-
um t in heaven. The soldier is girding
on the sword, and putting on the armor for
a life-long battle, as a captain of the Lord’s
hosts. servant of Lord is about to

accep s ly acknowledge his ac-
“ ‘:fd,&:bg?g e:t trust evgr commit-

" tedinto human bands., The church in thus
o oly setting him aj unto this work
AL pﬁMi;tgﬂ!m m the man's char-

tﬁéw sanction of his call. If the

 church cannot stamp her sggﬂmﬂ uﬁ(::tni g
| man; wpn hig fife, BB o paid foany

3 tc I' ,::wmrlondmd urgent, for or-

lount, John B

There be some in our day who would un-
derestimate it, and who would claim that
there are other callings of equal dignity;—
but there is no work that can be placed on
an equal footing with the preaching of the
gospel of salvation. It will be proper, then,
to enter upon the inquiry, How can success
in the ministry be attained? This is a
question of supreme importance to every
man taking upon himself this work. A
failure in other callings in life might be
borne without any deep sense of mortifica-
tion, but failure in the ministry is unpar-
donable; it is equivalent to saying that God
made a mistake when he called the man to
the work; that God had acted without judg-
ment and knowledge.

To attain unto success in the ministry a
man must go forth haviog his heart filled
with an unshaken and unshakable resolve—
namely this—a determination to know noth-
ing among men ‘‘save Jesus Christ, and
him crucified.”

My text is found in 1 Cor. 2: 2, *For ]
determined not to know anything among
you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.”

My subject is, ** T'he successful minister's
Jized resolve.”

He who.would be really and truly suc-
cessful in this work must determine “‘to
know nothing among men, save Jesus
Christ, and him crucified.” He will need to
fix his face like a flint against some of the
most subtle temptations, and against some
of the most powerful adversaries that ever
assailed & human soul. Let us consider

I SOME OF THE MINISTER'S TEMPTATIONS,

By minister's temptations, I refer espe-
cially to those temptations that assault him
in his ministry. There are many who con-
ceive of ministers the false notion that they
are not like other men the subjects of temp-
tation. This is contradicted by the fact
that Jesus was ‘‘in all points tempted like
as we are, yet without sin." If he was
tempted, we cannot hope to be free from
temptation.

The minister is often sorely tempted. [
now ask you to consider the temptations
that come to him through his ministry.

(1). There will come, there does come,
to the minister the temptation to preach
philosophy. By philosophy, I mean the
course of sciences taught in the schools
Science is the goddess of our day. She has
many devotees, and as the science of onr
day is largely materialistic, the result is
that there is much materialism mixed with
the religious views of the day. In many
points the sciences as taught clash with the
teachings of God's word, and the full fladged
scientist says, ‘*So much the worse for the
word of God.” Now take a young preacher
and run him through the mill of science,
and he comes out with enough science in
his head to make him a foe; then he sets
himself to work to reconcile the science
‘“‘falsely so-called” with the teachings of
God's word. He can show anything he
wishes to; for when he comes to God's word
everything that clashes with science is figu-
rative and allegorical, not at all real and
liberal. This temptation comes to the min-
ister because to preach the word of God just
s it is is to relegate himself to the back-
ground of fogyism. So he is tempted to be
a preacher of philosophy. I am no foe to
true science; it canmot by any means be
hostile to God's word; I would not deny any
plain fact of science; I am perfectly willing
to admit that there is a4 great similarity in
physical structure between ‘‘man that
goeth upward and the beast that goeth
downward;” I am"perfectly willing to con-
sent to any fact of science, but what I never
will assent nor consent to is, the theories
spun around these facts, when they give the
lie to God's truth as plainly declared in the
word. ‘I had rather be a dog and bay the
moon ” than to set myself to work to make
God’s inerrant truth truckle to the low-bred
teachings of a man who tanght man was
just ‘‘a higher ape.” Let the fools teach
their folly, but preach thou the word of
God.

(2). Another temptation to the minister is
to air his merely human learning. Poor
man ! he thinks, **If I can only get the Feu
ple to think that I am a great man, I will be
able to influence them for good.” There-
fore he hurks great masses of human learn-
ing at the people. He expatiates over the
wide and varied fields o histo?; he dis-
cusses questions of etymology and psychol-
ogy; he walks about among the stars sound-
ing all the depths of astronomy; at last he
comes down tp earth again, and a sigh of
relief goes up from the people that his learn-
ed peregrination has ended. Poor sheep !
they go home thigking that they have a
great shepherd, but they would enjoy his
preaching a little more if he would some-
times feed them. The great preachers of
the world have been the simple, plain
preachers. )

Spurgeon preached simple Bible truths;
Moodyma the same in a simple, earnest
way; Martin Luther said that he preached
so that *‘the women and the childrefi could
understand him;” and so ought every

reacher of the word to endeavor to do.

e, fie, upon the preacher who would make
the pulpit & place to air his dry bones of hu-
man g in. We ought to learn that
the thing for the preacher to do is to get out
of sight as much as possible by riveting ev-
ery em(;onchrht As a taper w
f n the blazing light of the sun, so
ougﬁt we to disa in the presence of
our Lord. He is the best preacher who will

mhmmmd!ulthemolm

invisible Christ.

(8). Another temptation,of the ministry

is to seek to catch what is called the infel-
lectual element, The preacher is a fisher of
men, and his aim should be to catch all
men, as far as possible. A ministry ad-
dressed especially to the intellectual class
would have two serious defects, It would
be one‘sided and narrow—and it would fail
even of its own purpose. It wounld miss all
classes. Soch a ministry would have its
root in iaotellecthal pride, and its result
would be spiritual desolation both to the
people and to the preacher. How man
sermons have been saved, as one hath we
said, at the expense of saving souls |

4. Another temptation to the minister is
to tone down his preaching to suit the
worldly. You will get at my meaning bet-
ter by the relation of the following incident:
In a city of America, a minister of the gos:
pel not long since undertook to preach
against the sins of society. A member of
his ehurch went to him and told him he had
to quit preaching on that subject. Notlong
afterwards that man who was too good to
hear about the sins of.society, by his own
iniquitous speculation in ‘‘bucket shops,”
broke four banks. [ am afraid that many
Ereachers are too tender and gingerly in

andling sins and vices. They say little
about these things, becanse they are afraid
the people who commit these sins will be-
come offended, and begin to war against
them. This generation needs men like Jobn
the Baptist who will even stir up if need be
the nest of vipers; or who will rebuke Hero-
dias, the adulterer, at the expense of his
own head. We do not want a toned down,
thin, watery ministry of the word, but the
unadulterated word of God preached with-
out fear or favor.

(5). Another temptation to the minister is
to dwell but little on those S tiprure teach-
ings which a carnal mind would object to.
There is much of this feeling among us. If
I am preaching to those who believe in fall-
ing from grace, | must be very careful not
to bring out final perseverance too strongly;
or if ] am preaching smong antimissionary
people, [ must say but little about missions,
and that must have an apology; or if I am
preaching to Pedobaptists and come across
a Scripture that teaches believer baptism, I
must beé careful, O so careful, not to wonnd
their feelings by intimating what the word
says on that point—and so on, and on, *‘ad
nauseam.”

He who has not felt, or cannot feel this
temptation, is not “'a man of like passions
as we are.” But see here ! Isn't it a mark
of a carnal mind to be unwilling to hear all
that God bast said ¢ When a man preaches
in God's name, ought he not to preach re-
gardless of what men will think of or do
with his preaching ¥ Woe, woe, woe, to the
trimmers of God's word !

Of course, all preaching should bein kind-
ness, but surely it should be also in all faith-
fulness.

(6). Another temptation to the minister
is to preach moralify instead of Christ
Jesus. It is 50 easy to denounce bad living;
to heap anathemas upon drunkemness, licen-
tiousness, smfsnity. dishonesty, lying, card
playing and dancing. It is equally easy to
make the mistake of supposing that we can
destroy sin and purify evil, sin-loving
bearts, by denouncing sin. We might as
well go into a garden where weeds were
rank and cry aloud, **O weeds, worthless
and noxious, ye choke and root out v
tables that are of service. O garden, why
bring forth these unprofitable weeds, when
you might zield vegetables in plenty " I
say we might as well do this, and then hope
that the garden will cease to produce weeds
at our bigding as to hope to make men good
by a mere denunciation of sin. The evil
garden of the heart will still produce an evil
crop, and no amount of denunciation of sin
can prevent it.

You need to preach the osgel—the grace
of God to men through ghr {; and when
they receive the grace of. God, a pure gos-
pel-morality will grow as an inevitable re-
sult. I know that the preacher must often
treat moral questions. The gospel has an

| intimate connection with morality —but the

preaching of morality apart from the gospel

will either utterly fail of doing away with
sin, or will E]rodnce a dead, formal risa-
ism, which is even more hostile to the pure

ospel than utter immorality. Preach
Christ. Be a preacher of the grace of God,
and of the power of that grace to cleanse
the hearts and lives of men.

(7). Another temptation will be to run off
on side issnes. How many a preacher has
ruined his influence by being switched off
into politics by some question of the day.
That minister makes a fatal blunder who
sap that anything can take the place
of the gospel of ist, There is no other
panacea for the illsof mankind. O, I know
that one hundred thousand drankards are
reYlorted as going dewn into a drunkard's
hell every year from the United States
alone. Yes, I know that the nation's drink
bill is said toofbehimo,ooo.ootg; and dt.hat in
consequénce of this wastage thousands upon
thousands of wives and children cryl}oo:
bread;—but friend, the only barrier we can
oppose to this ruginflﬂood of intemperance
is the preaching of Jesus Christ. I believe
that the preacher should place himself on
the right side of the all the great issues of
the day, when he becomes a reformer and
ceases to be a he

expressible mists .

has made an in- §

Ohrist in Metarhor—No, 3.

v BY REV. HIGHT C. MOORE,

THE CAPTAIN. } .
“1 have given him for a leader and commander
" Isa, 66:4

to the : . 601 4,
“The captain of their salvation.”  Heb., 4: 10.

War, merciless in the destruction of men
and means, is yet an inspiring theme. The
fallen hero is always sent by admiring
friends to the soldier's The sur-
vivor is never without hearers who list with
bated breath as the butchery and bloodshed
of battle are depicted. The best known
gu.ges of history are those reddened with the

lood of milliona. The tales of ancient cour-
age and medimval chivalry and modern for-
titude, exhibited on & thousand ensanguined
fields, are thrilling as tales of romance and
stranger than fiction. The writes in
star-dust the glories of embattled hosts, The
orator is never more passionate and power:
ful than when he paints the deeds of heroes
or discusses the prospects of war. In the
whole range of human knowledge and expe-
rience, there are few \hemes that have so
inspiréd universal attention and gleamed on
history’s page, or wrought in poet's brain,
or flashed from orator's tongue. Kot

A deeper interest than mortal combat is
the great conflict between truth and error.
The forces of right and wrong arp ever ar
rayed in line of battle against each other.
There is ceaseless antagonism between good
and evil. In this war, arbitration is wobn-
known ; the two sides are as distinct as Ital-
ian noon day and Egyptian darkness. Rec
onciliation can never be effected. The most
important interest are at stake. No one is
exempt from service. There is no neutral-
‘‘He that is not with me is against
me."

The great leaders in this warfare are Sa:
tan and Immanuel, the prince of darkness
aud the prince of peace. Those who con-
tend for truth look to Christ as *‘ the captain
of their salvation.” Here, then, we have a
beautiful and s stive metaphor.
meek and lowly Jesus is presented as a
dauntless warrior going forth conquering
and to conquer. Brave-hearted and battle:
scarred, he leads forth his army into battle.
With an eye of vigilance, and a mind of wis
dom, and an arm of power, and a heart of
courage, he faces the foe and plants his glo-
rions standard on every shore,

I HIS ARMY.

1. They are volunteers. The captain forces
no one into his service. Jesus says, * Be-
hold, I stand at the door and knock.” The
occupant must open willingly, or Christ will
never enter. He says ‘‘ Follow me,” but he
drags no one at his chariot wheels. He sa
“Take my yoke upon you,” but no unwilling
neck is compelled to it. He resorts to
persuasion and not to sheer force, No con-
gcripts are found in his lines. He wauts
and will bave ounly volunteers to fight his
battles and further his cause.

2. They are fearless, A brave army is the
delight of a s captain, but cow-
ardly soldiers the ranks and em-
bolden the foe. In a world of countless
dangers, Inmmanuel’s army must have true
fortitude or it is doomed to defeat. We are
to face and overcome the fierce onslaughts
and insidious wiles of the evil one. Cou
is required. No concessions must be 6.
Ever onward we must press with brave.
hearts from battle to battle. And the Cap-
tain will reward this, Witness him witht
brave Hebrew children in the fiery furnace,
with Daniel in the den of lions, with Peter
in prison, with Paul and Silas in the Philip-
pian jail, and a hundred other instances
where he has not forsaken his bold and
struggling soldiers.

8. T'hey are obedient. No onein the army
is authorized to issue commands. These
come direct from headquarters. It is the

rt of the captain to command ; it is the

uty of the army to obay. A united and
obedient soldiery is sure to win. If theyare
told to scout the plains of Asia or penetrate
the wilds of Africa, it is theirs to obey. If
they are bidden to proclaim the words of
life in heathen countries or assail the strong-
holds of irreligion in Christian lands,
divine orders must be carried out. From
the equator to the poles the army must *‘fear
God and keep his commandments, for this
is the whole duty of man.”

4. T'hey are armed. The armor has no
small part to play in the success of the ﬂ?'f.
Were this defective, military skill would
avail but little. A handful of trained sol-
diers can cut an unarmed multitude to

t of armor. Paul saw the need
-and he sounded along the
centuries, *‘ Put on whole armor
that ye may be able to stand
wiles of the devil.” '

jeces, The Christian warrior is clad in the |

1. He is exy
years hé bas '
the race. He knows
of all pations. He is

peraments and all patures,
fopens have alike; fallen ioto |

and countries and couditions, ar
konown to him. His experience is as

man and as wide as the world.
2. He is invisible, Heis & pit
-often exceedingly difficult to detec
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