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The Buoccessful Minister's Fixed Resolve,

BY REV. INO. B. HARDAWAY.
od at Mt. Zion Chgrt;&;t t.hg ordi-
tion of Joseph Blalock, June 4, and re-
mquenod for l;;:.ﬂ)umth:on in the RECORDER
4

by Mt. Zion Church, Flat River
y Association.
—4 termined not to know anythin
anprity b brist, and him :::-ucmed.E

among you, save Jesus C
-1 Cor?ﬁ: 2,
[CONCLUDED FROM LAST WEEK ]

§). Another temptation that will con-
mgn)t ou, will be the desire to be a popular
. There are many things that will

on to force you in that
\ dhem.m‘;‘;mgmm now everywhere

are for A rinr preac.her:é K hayu:lro‘
w esi to secu
' ?:u':'mma 16 he well in the

he sound in doctrine? Is he
Is he a faithful pas-

that is asked, that is
o8

United Workmen, or to the Y. M. C. A,
men, or to 0. E. men, or to the Knights of
Labor, or to some other orgadization, (for
‘*their name is legion,”) a serious
question with a man who believes that much
of all that is tomfoolery, will be, how can I
keep my congregation ! It is a grave temp-
tation. Some men try to meet the troub
by what is known as sensational preaching.

he of the ‘‘steamboat disaster,” of
the ‘‘railroad accident,” of the ‘‘lessons
from the Johnstown flood,” and from the
‘‘Charleston earthquake,” begins to come
upon the scene; and from subjects of a
somewhat dignified nature, the tendency is
to go into the political canvas—the scandal
of the court room —and even to the utter-
most lengths in the absurd and grotesque,
until at last he who should be a teacher of
righteousness has degenerated into one who
mem‘l’{"]nndeu to the cravings of a silly set
of floating sensation seekers. O man of
Glod, there is np word in the Scriptures that
encourages you to believe that a preacher
should be, or will be, popular. Our Saviour
distinctly declares that the world will hate
them that are his chosen ones. We king
very often,

“ Lat the world despise and leave me,
They bave left my SBaviour too;"

but how often does the fact that the world
leaves us drive preachers into a ministry
that seeks not to save men, but to please
men. Let it not be so with you.

. (9). Another temptation that will come to
you will be to quit the ministry when diffi-
culties and opposition encounter you. Bee

ionder newly ted ship. How trini is
er rigging!| How ully she sits upon
sthé wave! How fu

of hope and brtgl::t-
ness does she weigh anchor and turn her
bow to the untried ocean! Oh, did she but
know what storms would assail her! how
the winds and waves would buffet her ! how
billow after billow would spend its huge
strength, as with a mad desire to dash her
into pieces! ah, did she but know that
storm scarred, and weather-beaten, and
wave-tossed, she would come into her har-
bor like a w fugitive from wrath, how
could she set forth upon the voyage before
heri And so I sometimes feel that if we
ministers knew the trials that would tax us,
that would test all our strength and patience,
we, too, would think well before we em-
barked upon so tempestuous a sea. Dis-
couragements without, discouragements
within; the animosity of foes, the indiffer-
ence of friends; a tide of worldliness within
the church co operating with the world
without; the depression that comes with
the feeling that even those who should up-
hold you are unconcerned whether you sink
or swim; the unreasonableness of many men,
as well as their wickedness—all these things
will make you exclaim, ** And who is suffi-
cient for these things?" Blessed art thou,
if when these things come, thon canst say
with an undaunted spirit, *‘ Bat our suffi-
ciency is of God."

Much of the unrest in the ministry to day;
many of the pastoral changes; much of
what seems to be a disposition to flit from
church to churebh, is positively due to pusil-
lanimity and cowardliness on the partof the
ministry. There are some ministers that
fly if a single member of the church says
*ghoo.” They leave the church in the
hands of an evil element that are thus taught
that they can drive away aony minister
whose ministry they do not like. May God
grant unto the ministry the willingness to
‘* endure hardness as good soldiers of Jesus
Chriet.” Make up your mind, my brother,
that these things are coming, and pray God
for strength to-meet the temptation.

Having discussed some of the temptations
that assail the minister of the pel, and
that interfere with his success, let us now
consider how he may best meet these temg-
tations, overcome them, and secure the
highest possible success for his ministry.
He cannot encounter successfully these
temptations except through the power of
the gxed resolve ‘‘ to know nothing amon
men save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.

* II. THE FIXED RESOLVE,

. To be entirely dominated by this fixed de-
termination to ' know nothing among men
save Jesus Ohrist, and him crucified,” is to
realize the great fact that Jesus Christ is the
only ‘‘mediator between God and man;” is
to realize that there is *‘none other name

‘under heaven given among men whereby we
must be saved;” is to understand that

« Jegus Ohrist redeemed us from the curse
of the law, being made a curse for us;” is to
accept and to rejoice in the great gospel
truth that we ‘‘are saved by grace through
faith; and that not of (ourselves), it is
gift of God.” When a man has determined
to know nothing among meén save Jesus
Christ, and him erucified, he has anchored
all his hope in Christ, in'the crucified Christ;
and he hath learned the great truth of truths
that ** Christ is all and in all.” .

f the and prosecutes it with this re-
:olve, q:nl::] attain to success, He cannot

fail in his work. _
(1). He must be am:mululi because know-

The minister who enters upon the work |

In the elghth verse of the first chapter of
ﬁm‘c‘fhm‘m mlmn words :

and not the enlargement of self. A man
with half an eye can see that there is much
self-seeking in the ministry. Why is it that
80 many men feel that they are called to the

pastorate of a church that is vacant,
and so few feel called to a contracted field ¢
Why is it that lists feel called to work
in towns where they get * big pay,” and not

in country districts where the pay is less ¥
Brethren, we cannot expect that God will

honor us when we Bseek the honor that

cometh from men and not the honor that
gometh trona c(:'t:d o?hg i‘Bm‘. {‘n we ::::h c‘mr
eart upon 8 , if we know n
among men but t and him mciﬂed‘,
what will we care about the philosophy of
the day? What desire will we bave to air
our human learning? What concern will it
be to us to catch intellectual element{
How will it disturb us whether our preach-
ing pleases the worldly-minded or notf
What matter will it be if our ministry is not
pular, so'we please Christ? How could
iscouragements and oppositions and em-
barrassments dannt us and tempt us to give
up our work, when we have the inner con-
scionsness that we are doing all, enduring
all, suffering all, for his glory who hath sent
us out & men o the goo:ﬁal of
salvation? Yes, such a ministry not
fail of snccess, for it is undertaken and
prosecuted for thegloryof Ged, %

(2). The ministry which is carried on with
this fixed resolve—to know nothing among
men but Christ, and him crucified—cannot
fail of success, becaunse tgi;‘fmpel of Christ
crucified is the power of nuto salvation.
Did you mark the word! * The power of
God unto salvation.” What a mistake the
preacher makes who sup that the

wer unto salvation lies in human oratory,

uman pathos, haman |
ment, all of which combined are ‘‘the en-
ticing words of man’s wisdom I” There is
no human power that can save & soul. It
must be done, if done at all, by the power
of the omnipotent God. His word tells us
that the E?rl of Christ crucified is *‘ the
power of unto salvation.” The her,
then, who knows nothing but Christ, and
him crucified, cannot fail be¢ause God is at
;hpLhnck of him, aud God’s power cannot
ai

(8). Lastly, such & ministry cannot fail
because it will be accompanied by-'‘the de-
monstration of the spirit and of power.”
Paul declares that his preaching was attend-
ed by the Spirit's blessing. Apart from the
Spiriv’s blessing, what can we hope for our
ministry { Nothing at all. We may, like
Canute the Saxon king, command the tides
of the sea to be still, but the waters, regard-
less of our petty words, rash madly t:ﬁn us.
We may, like the dinciglees, charge evil
spirit to come out, but he will not héed our
vain and impotent imprecations. We may,
like the seven soas of Sceva, a Jew, come to
tbose with devils and name over
them the pame of the Lord Jesus, saying,
“] adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preach-
ed,” and the evil spirits will make ans yer,
 Jesus [ know; and Paul I know; but who
are ye ?’

But on the other hand, if we have the aid
and blessing of the Holy Spirit, our preach-
ing will be mighty, all mighty, because he
is with us. en can we stand like the
prodphot Ezekiel in the midst of the valley
of dry bones; and we can cry out in faith,
O ye dry-bones, hear the word of the Lord.
Thus saith the Lord God unto these bones:
behold I will cause breath to enter into you,
and ye shall live, And I will lay sinews
upon you and bring flesh upon you, and
cover you with skin, and put th in you,
and ye shall live; and ye shall know that I
am Lord.” And as we prophesy, there
will be a noise and a shaking as the bones
come together, bone to his bone. Then csn
we call unto the wind in the name of the
Lord, ‘' Come from the four winds, O breath,
and breathe upon these slain that thoi ma
live.” And as we prophesy, the breath wi
come into them, and they will live, and
stand upon their feet a very great army.

Yes, blessed be God, our ministry cannot
fail if we determine to know nothing amon
men *‘save Jesus Christ, and him crucified,”
for the Sﬁt of God will add his power to
the preaching of the pure roapel.

In my last word, then, let me urge upon
you, my brother, as to day you are solemnly
and publicly ordained to the work of the
gospel ministry, to make this your fixed and
unalterable resolve, ‘‘to know nothing
among men save Jesus Christ, and him cru-
cified.” Then will your work be blest; suo-
oessful in the highest and truest sense;
wanting, it may be, in a mere worldly eclat,
but not mﬁ?g in the elements that con-
stityte the best success; wanting, it may be,
in Tesnlts that can be measured up in a
of earthly eulogy and honors bestowed of
men; but not wanting in the onl
honor, that which cometh from God. For
when he cometh whom you have loved and
served, he will say of your ministry which
knew only him and his glory, ‘‘ Well done,”
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Sermon of Dr. H. W, Battle,

DELIVERED TO THE GRADUATING CLASS OF THE
A. AND M. COLLEGE.

| terday one of his tutorssaid : *

‘human argu

true | €

ts of Babylon and the de eas
o e e Tt o T
times to so accentuate the Influence of envi-

ronment that many are tempted to wonder |
if & man is, after all, more than the concrete
ex of his and life other |

pression

than *‘che science of circomstances.” Young
f:nt.lemen. I would have you find an answer
my text, **But Daniel pus in his
heart that he wornld not.” appreciate the
Dnekine e 1 Dostale position.
yo '8 '
:‘enptf}n boy, oam mpoi fal

ng, for 8 supervision men’
ysical and social discipline, he snddenly
ound bimself in the line of such promotion
as might well fire the ambition and dazzle
the imagination of & less ardent nature. Bot
an inconvenient diﬂicnle up at the
very threshold of this t career. The
thing we call *‘conscience” w “You
cannot, you must not !" and the hero within
answered, “I will not!” Can you find &
ﬁr:der'thlbmon of moral courage in all

]r,' "

Why, he is & boy, and in Babylon/ Yes-

shazzar, and walk with me; [ will show you
Babylon.” [Here the speaker drew a
ture of Babylon as seen by Daniel—its

its temples, its palaces, ita statves, its vast
commerce, its social institutions—over all
the glamour of the most seductive luxury—
snd the Euphrates, emblem of national

power. |

We can well fancy the proud Babylonian
saying, with & ourl of the hani!:ty li
“Young man, I congratulate you. The gods
meant you well w t you
from the miserable town of Jerusalem, and

cast your lot in splendid Babylon. Rejoice,
Lopg Joics,

O young man, and embrace

chance of destiny. _
8hall he do it? that is the question, ** And
I:e‘mr d in his heart that he would
pot.” They tell us that Babylon, with walls,
temples, hanging gardens, wonder-
ul commerce, mighty Euphrates, marvelous
culture and boundless wealth—that Babylon
was great; they tell us that the ius of
‘“‘the mighty " was greater still ; but I
tell yon that g:eator than Nebuchaduezzar,
greater than Babylon, or anght that Babylon

afforded, was that young, heroic ni

when, ‘glmmd upon the eternal adamant of

moral “In ty, and hmt[l:& a
odds, he ly resolved, *‘ I not!’
Young men, such & under such

circumstances, would deserve to be pro
pounced the rashness of a madman, weire it
not for one fact. A fact which, alas | does
not always enter into our disposition of life's
great em fact com
with which all other facts are trivial—the
central sun ip the system of facts! 1 mean
that stupepdous, supreme fact: there fs a
@od! Better be on God’s side than on the
side of Babylon and the king. Believe me,
it is the highest wisdom, the mmlioy.
The aeauel shows that youngh did
the best thing for himsel/ when he purposed
in his heart that he would not, **And at
the end of ten days their countenances :&
peared fairer and fatter in flesh than all
children which did eat the of the
king's meat.” *‘ Natural law," somebody
whispers, Yes, but read further in the rec-
ord: **God gave them kno and skill
in all learning and wisdom: and had
understanding in all visions and dreams.”
After awhile his royal master dreamed a
dream. The magicians and astrologers were
utterly helpless ; their bunglingl emain
could not invade thought’s interior sphere
and cleanse the foul bosom of that Eﬁrﬂm
stuff that weighs upon the mind, iel's
time has come, the supreme moment is npon
him ! Youngbgg.nﬂemen, he was master of
the situation use the present lays hold
upon the past. The life, whose foundation
was laid in the heroic resolution of the boy,
grew up into secret sympathy with X
and in the help of the Divine found the hid-
ings of its power. The miraculous element
(as we call it) may bave well nigh faded out,
but the ciple, and its abundant illustra-
tion in history, continues, and must continue
a8 long as the moral government of God en-
dures! I repeat, betler be on God's side!
But God is immaterial, im;i:.lptble.—.-who
ever saw God? —and Babm lonplendi‘dlns
g. ent to the senses | is abstract,
Klon so gloriously concrete. But, young
B el o Yo abeteacs taspucts”Beonty
ma an al m £
and value to the concrete. While I
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