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Qutlines of a Bermon,

PREACHED AT THE DEDICATION OF THE NEW
BAPTIST CHURCH HOUSE AT MT. ZION, FLAT
RIVER ABBOCIATION, JUNE 4, 1808, BY REV.
J, A. STRADLEY, AND PUBLISHED BY REQUEST
OF THE CHUROH,

Text~"And of Zion it shall be said, This and
that man was born in her.” m 57: b,

f ‘church is ’s own institution.
1. May it not be said that it is God's onl

institution? God seemp to have given di-

place of his peoplé : ** This and that man was

1 birth"” in direct connection with church

A true church, on account of her own Kn
rity, is the best teacher of morality. .
clent philosophers tanght systems of moral-
ity that contained m that was _and
beautifal, but they also contained much that
was false and corrupting. God intends the
churoh to meet the moral needs of mankind.
They can be fully met from no other source,

_God has invested the church with power
to meet the social needs of mankind. We
are made to be social —to enjoy each other’s
society. Thﬂnroat social circles are those
that are pervaded by a genuine Christianity.
Christianity is not intended to be a stern,
repulsive, selfish thing; but ?enial. pleasant,
attractive. It is to be social, £0 as to draw,
please, purify and elevate others; All need-
ed sociability can be enjoyed under the care
and control of churches.

God intends the church to meet the'intel-
lectual needs of mankind. God has endowed
man with the highest intellectual powers;
capable of almost unlimited development.
From this it may be argued, that he intended
these powers to be cultivated under the best
influences, He has not left a transcendently
important work to' be done by incompetent
workmen. Pure, true intellectual culture,
can only be given by Christian teachers, .
Eve;yt.hlng in the universe that the human
mind can comprehend is the work of God.
No one is fit to teach who does not ize
this fact, God intends to be glori not
ouly by Christianity, but by all that is in
the physical and mental world. All teach-
ing should be given under christian influ-
ences, Nearly all schools in Christian lands
are conducted under this influence. No
thought{:ﬂdpar?t wo:;l(:’ lbe willing to t;dg
catea ¢ under un y, especially infi-
del teachers. It is ap t then, that the
church can only fully meet man's intellec-
tual needs,

God intends the church to meet man’s
spiritual needs. Man is pre eminently a
spiritual being. It is his spirftual nature
that lifts him above all other created thinﬁ
It makes him immortal, and capable of
noblest destiny. Man cannot teach what he
does not know. An ungodly man cannot
teach godliness. The church is the only
truly spiritual organization, therefore it
alone can meéet man’s spiritual needs. The
command to preach t eJmpel to all the
world is given to the church, not to societies.
God has made the church to do the work of
universal evangelization.

8. To do this great work the church has
withstood sll the changes of time. For six
:h;_mmd years various organizations have

, flourished and failed, but the church
has stood and strengthened. Wicked men
have combined to overthrow the church.
Voltaire said he was tired of hearing that
twelve men could establish Ch ty in
the world; and he would show that one man
could overthrow it. But be soon found he
needed help, ard associated other infidels
with him. Their watch word was, “Crush
the wretch,” meaning Jesus. But the scheme
of these infidels has failed, and Christiani
lives with ever growing power. The churc
has withstood all the assaults of the Devil;
and it shall stand. Dan. 2: 44. Matt. 16: 18,

4. All civilization, elevation, refinement
and salvation comes through the church.

Ofvilization, in its be,t sense, can only be
reached under gospel influences. To realize
this, compare a christianized with the best
of unchristianized pations. |

Nothing but Christianity can take a man
corrapted, degraded and fallen by sin, and
elevate him to puritf and nobility of charac-
ter here, and give him citizenship in heaven,
and make him an “heir of God and & joint
heir with Jesus "Christ.”

The whole tendency of sin is to make men
worldly, sensual, devilish, rough, uncouth.
But Christianity changes the vilest and
roughest into pure, gentle, refined beings,
Christianity is the highest type of etiquette.

All men are born sinners, As such they
are lost, ruined, helpless, hopeless. God
has made it the mission of the church to
bring salvation to these ruined ones. He
has commissioned no other organization to
do this work. It is by the agency of the
church that the **kingdoms of this world are
to become the kiogdoms of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.”

. 80 God has invested the church with
powers to nleet all the higher and most im-
portant demands of nd. It, therefore,
towers in grand importance above all other
organizations. ‘‘Glorious things are spoken
of thee, O city of God.” Ps. 87: 8. See also
Isaish, chapter 60. 1

IL God desaigned’ Zion as the birth-

born in her.” '
1. It is & remarkable fact that néarly all
Christians have been brought to the ‘“mnew

will receive into their churches Eg.boao who
are avowedly unregenerate. me claim
that persons are made Christiank
Campbellites teach that imme
BAoDs S ol Thet optut wepsien mads
are taught an m o
them Ohristians. Proof: * What is G’l‘n“
name! Answer. My name is N. or M. 0
rnun you this name! Answer. My sponsors

‘baptism; wherein I was made a member
of Christ, child of God, and an inheritor
of the kingdom of heaven.” Some believe
that confirmation makes them church -mem-
bers. Many teach, and thousands believe,
that Ghrlntlin!tyoomiatain simply resolving
to live better lives and joining tge church.
But all who are in the church except by the
spiritual birth are resting upon a deceptive
and false foundation. It will fail them when
the test comes.

2. Let preachers remember that the grand-
est work on earth isto lead souls to be born
in Zion. Let them not leave this highest
work, and condescend to the low work of
drawing crowds—pleasing the people—be-
ing popular.

t your church in all her work—in pray-
er-meseting, Sunday-school,- E!’uuhing, &e.,
keep your God-given work constantly in
view, namely, the work of leading souls to
be born in Zion. And may God grant that
within this house, built for his worship,
thousands of souls may experience the new
birth and rise to the Mt. Zion above.

III. God will make an individual exami-
nation of church members:

‘* This and that man was born in bher”—
‘“When he writeth up the people”-~When
he comes to see what each has done, or left
undone. KEach Christian will be examined
as though there was no other Christian, or
worker. God has assigned to each of you
work to do, He will come to see if you bave
done it, left it undone, or turned it over to
others to do. But we notice,

1, That many professed Christians do
not realize their lm?ivldunl bility to
God. They claim to be glad that reli
work is going on, but they take but little or
no part in it. Ask one, ‘* Does your ¢hurch
keep up a prayer-meeting " * Yes we have
a prayer-meeting; and say it is a very

one. I do not attend it often. Itis

eld at a time that does not snit me very
well. I have business, or society meetings
claiming my attention at that - Tam

sorry I cannot attend. But the brethren | ra

keep up a good pn;er-maeﬂng. I hope it

is doing much -

Ask another, ‘‘ Does your church have a
Sunday school "  ** O, yes, of course we do.
They say it is one of best.” ‘Do
attend it, and help to keep it up?” * Well
—no—I—don ten. I have to work
all the week and when Sunday comes I am
tired, and want to sleep some. I am so busy
all the week, that I am obliged to attend to
some little business matters on Sunday.
Then, too, that is the only day I can spare
to visit relatives and nelﬁbun, and
talk with them about onr worldly affairs.
But if nothing else was in my way, I live
two or three miles away from church, and
you kll:ow ﬁlﬁ:& is too far to go.” ‘‘Does
your church have preac 17 *Yes,
certainly. We would not t.hil_:kgof doing
without a preacher.” ‘Do you attend his
ministry and help pay him ” *I go some
times, when I am not too busy, or tired, or
have no company, or am not abliged te at-
tend some society meeting. I sometimes
Psy the preacher some when I have a
ittle money I can spare. Times are hard,
taxes ard high and I can’t pay much, but
our church pays our preacher well.” Ask
about all kinds of church work, and there
are some ready to say : * Yes, our church is
woxl::'izf along all Lgeau lines,” while they,
the ves are doing nothing, or according
to their opportunities the same as nothing.
When God comes to ‘‘ write up the people,”
such persons will not get credit for what
others have done. KEach one will have to
give an account of himself to God. Your
reward will be according to your work, not
the work of others.

2. God will examine individuals as con-
nected with Zion, and not as connected with
human societies. All the Christian work
they do, ought to be done by the -church,
God's institotion. - He has instituted the
church as the cy by which all Christian
work pught to be done, Let the church be
made t it can be; what it ought to be,
what God intended it to be, and we need no
other societies to do nwork. If the
work given to societies, were given to the
church,God would be better pleased, and
more good would be done. God will ex-
amine church, not society work.

8. InGod's individual ination he will
rson he to have been born
e will love them because the

love each
in Zion.

have believed, loved, and obeyed bim, and

are in Aés ipstitution to carry on its blessed
work of saving the world,

4. God will notice the individual agency
by which hhlﬂuople were brought to the
new birth. ve you, has your church,

Sunday- been instrumental in

- 1

‘thickening fog. I have never

-

Predestiration.

Is predestination taught in the Bible? Did
ﬁloda& ba,f the foundation of the world,

vation before ' world,
and leave others to perish in their sing ¢t Elec-
tion is defined to be God't choice in the ex-
ercise of his SOme men,
or a part of the human salvation by

=4

race, fo
Jesus Christ, **Chosen in Christ” and *‘cho- |

sen to salvation” are expressions often met .
with in the New Testament Seriptures.
They are desi a8 veasels of mercy
P S
sup : su '
érmenhn mm ;:ooilr?t. Both
e suprala she sublapsarians
Emuw God's purpose in his uncondi-
onally some to eternal life and
dooming others to their ill deserts
in everlasting misery, w is
the Armenian theory, which ms
whatever God has decreed res

pro
of his action? It is agreed tt _
in the heart of the Saviour and actua
int.h:inudnous work committed to him in
3 _
Deity in
of his soul and be satisfied.”
fallen race, love the ruling
n of his coming sorrows say, *1I
ven“ih:ipﬂnmtobohptind_ with.m{ilow
am I straitened till it be accomplished,” and
to silence an of & spirit in his

and ordained
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ms love, is the gift of
Holy Spirit is to
Christ came to do for the
applies the benefits of Christ’s
teaching and guiding them (John 1
convin: proving them of
16:7,) by rene and sanctifying
souls (Tit. 3: 5, 1 Pet. 1: 2), and b
mortifying sin in thexx (Rom. 8: 13).

leads them, mortifies sin in them, gives
faith, inspires hope. e
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Why some born of the same parents give |

evidence of sincere piety, while others are
incorrigibly wicked, why some live to ad-
vanced life while others die in infancy, are
as inscrutable as his other decrees.
MONTGOMERY,

Who is Servant?

I have beed very much mortified by a num-
ber of unpleasant communications which
have appeared in our denominational papers
recently. Iam none the less ashamed that

Iama but I am pained Frhved
; plu’ to lay

and bored that Baptists are
agside their’ mumu occupation in order
that selfish ends may be materialized.

I would not be misunderstood. I wonld
not add one particle of mist to the already
taken my
pen in hand to enter the contests of
my brethren through the ** public prints.” I

have never felt an appetite for such food, |

but it seems to me that I not be true
to myself and my churches if I fail to make
this inquiry now. Therefore, I ask “ Who
is servant '

I notice that one of our leading Southern

lights at the Southern Baptist vention
claimed as the reason for failure Cen-
tennial lines, ‘‘the want of tion
among Ba; " 1 admit the in one

sense, but I do. not admit it in its entirety.
There is no need of

L

some of his creaturesto | ar:
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for peace, I want to say, amen &
n. : :

Magter, the tempest is ragiog,

O waken and save, !;m B

"Mdd’m"% A how

is for brethren to dwell together.

How sweet it will be to sing, -
; tha ko &ﬂ”ﬁ‘*"’: \
Mocksville, June 24, 1893,
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