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il Ox mhe 7th inst. Coogress convened in

“extraordinary session, which will most
]l Probably be extended into the regular term,
‘and not adjourn for ten months. The two
“momentous questions which will engage its
“Bttention for most of the time are those of
~ finance and the tariff, = Its immediate object
15 the relief of the present financial strin-
gency, - What will be the outcome of its
 legislation could easily be predicted were

parties mote. faithful to their pledges.
* The Demiocratic party has control of the

“kwo necessary departments of our govern-
legislative and executive, and it

that the people fare watching them, and that
the poop?:odmrm o ’
sooner or later; and whether by means of
the Democratic Y, must be determined
by that party within the next few months.
It is an opportunity which is seldom pre-
sented to a Holitical organization—which
improved will perpetuate the party, and
which disregarded cannot but result in com-
E‘Iete and deserved annihilation of the party.
his much : We must have legislation for a
more substantial object than confidence.

ThoE universal law of the survival of the
fitteat was never more strikingly exempli-
fied than in the very recent action between
France and Siam. For no other reason than
that she wasthe more powerful, and wanted
certain districts of Siam, ¥France has de-
manded and secured by threats of war
100,000 acres of Siam's most fertile soil, re-
ducing the revenue of that nation one half,
The question of right received no considera-
tion ; it was altogether one of greed and
might, And so it was when the Roman le-
glons drove the barbarians from Europe and
eflected that grand civilization; and so it
was when the white man drove the Indian
from his home and made our powerfal
Union possible. 8o it has always been.
¢ Might makes right; the fittest survive,”
is the universal law of nations as well as of
the lower animals. There is no doubt but
that this property recently acquired by
France will be far more valuable in the
French government’s charge, and it does
seem that barbarians should not own the
earth when by so doing they hinder its
progress; we know that the savage mind
must give way before the superior light of

intelligence and civilization, but there is a
difference in this last case. Siam has a
ruler lhatdl:rigxl;s fair t? iucreni.se his nation’s
power an ple's position—they are
not savages, bntp:t? the other band are well-

overned, and there is aomel.hing maanly,

onest, and straight forward in the King's
last appeal to France, in which he recognizes
his own weakness, and resolves to endure
injustice and hardship rather than involve
his people in hopeless war, »that tells us
that be knows as much of the ethics of
nations as does the French ministry. Oar
8{;‘“ pathy is with the weak, and we yet hope
that a jealousy may arise among the other
nations that will enable Siam to take care
of itself while those great *‘ fubrics of civili-
zation” are disputing as to which shall
make the next steal from the weak or friend-
less nation,

WHILE our couutry is engaged in an all-
pervading wrangle over the money question,
Eogland is baving a contest no less severe
in the Home Rule for Ireland discussion,
lead by Gladstone for, and Chamberlain
against. It has passed the committee of the
whole after a three months' stroggle,and will
reach and pass the commons in the course
of a fow days. But this doesn't make it a
Jaw; it must pass a third ordeal of the
Lords, which is practically impossible, and
Ireland will be without home rule for many
more mouths, possibly forever; for before
the bill can become a law it must go before
the people again, another general election
must be held, and so many commoners, who

favor its passage, must be elected, that the
Lords will fear to fly in the face of so stron
a popular verdict, So it must go throug
the process of the last year over again be-
fore Ireland can enjoy its benefits, and that
it can live through such a test is extremel
doubtful, in view of the fact that the I
representatives are already sorelg divided,
and Gladstone's majority is threatened.
More than this, Gladstone is very old, and
liamle to die at any time, and there is no
man living who can pass the bill except the
“grand old man.” Ireland’s sky is still
dark.

TaE agitation of the question of the im-
provement of our country roads has at Jast
reached the people, and .is fast becoming of
vital interest thronghout the country. In
the next few weeks the National League for
Good Roads will hold a congress in Chicago,
where it is intended that the ways and
means of improving our roads shall be dis-
cussed by the ablest engineers. Our coun-
try roads are of as much importance to our
commerce as the great railway and steam-
ship lines, and we shall rejoice to see the
day when they are paid the attention by our

re relief, and must have it |

"not indicate the parental hopes so fondly en-

The Young Man Absalom, or, Perils Imminent
to Young Men.

PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. A. W. PRICE IN
THE BAPTIST CHURCH IN WADESBORO—
THE LAST SBERMON OF HIS LIFE,

Text—" And they took Absalom and cast him
inwlfmtpitin wood, and laid a great
heap of stoves upon him ; and all Israel

one to his tent. RowAhmhninhhuto-ﬂm:m
taken and reared up for himself a pillar which is
in the king’s dale: for he said, I have no son to
kwp:mamelnremambrm;andho called the
pillar r his own name ; and it is called unto
this day, Absalom’s place.” 2 S8amuel 18: 17, 18,

When a child is born into this world, who
cun mEhecy its history or declare its des-
tiny very infant is a prophecy, but a
prophecy as obscure and undecipherable as
an ancient oracle. It is either an embryo
angel or an embryo devil; but which it is
time only, and in some instances eternity
ong, will disclose,

ow frequantcll{ parental expectation en
tertained so fondly at the birth and during
the infancy and early years of a child are
blighted by the subsequent career of that
child!| Thousand of years ago the glad ti-
dings echoed through the royal palace in Je-
rusalem that & man child was born. ho
can tell the fond hopes and expectations
that thrilled the hparts of the parents when
the event occurred! We only have an inti-
mation of what their hopes were by the
name they gave him. They called him *‘Ab-
salom,” which means ‘father of iaence."
They expected in him to have a prince of
peace, but alas ! how bitterly they were dis
appointed. ‘He proved to be the father of
discord, the author of strife and insurrec-
tion. My dear young friend, your name may-

tertained in your infancy, and yet you can
imagine what those expectations were. How
they expected that you would grow up an
honest, thrifty, pious boy; that you would
be the charm of their home and tge pride of
their life; that you would be success'nl and
useful through life, and at last die in the
trinmgl:m of an holy faith. Young men, have
{,0“ thus far met thosa expectations? O,
light not your parents' fond hopes! Bring
not their gray hairs in sorrow to the grave!
But if Absalom in his career and destiny
disappointed parental expectations, how
much more so did he disappoint his own !
““Now Absalom in his life-time had taken
and reared up for himself a pillar in the
king's dale; for he said, I have no somto
keep my name in remembrance: and he

called the pillar after his own name, and it |

is called unto this day, Absalom's g L
This is what he expected, this what he laid
out for himself—to be laid awa{ with great
honors and ceremonies beneath a magnifi-
cent monument which would tell to future

nerations of his achievements and fame.

Vhat did he realize? Let the record an-

swer: ‘‘ And they took Absalom and cast
him into a greft pit in the wood, and laid a
very great Eeap of stones upon him.”

Now, the question is, why this disparity
between what this young man planned avd
what he realized hat was the secret of
his failure? What forces conspired to work
his bamrors.l and eternal ruin. Thess are |
practical questions. These are appropriate
questions. The same perils that confronted
Absolom, the same forces that wrought his
ruin, are the perils and forces which are
confronting our young men to day. Human
pature is the same in all ages. The forms
of temptation may vary, the essence remains
the same. And the forces which wrought
the destruction of King David's handsome
and gifted son are the same moral elements
that are conspiring against our gonng men
of the present generation. And allow me
further to premise this: that while sur-
roundings had a great deal to _do with Ab-
salom’s unfortunate career and destiny, the
essential forces that wrought his ruin were
internal and self-evolved. And to-day, as
much as we deplore the unwholesome sur-
roundiogs of our young men, as much aswe
lament the impure moral atmosphere which
they breathe, the real and most to-be-dread-
ed dangers which threaten them are internal
not circumstantial. What were the causes
that wrought Absalom’s ruin {

I. The first element in his destruction was
vanity in and misuse of his personal endow-
ments. ‘‘But in all Israel there were none
to be so much praised for his beauty as Ab-
salom; from the sole of his foot even to the
crown of his head there was no blemish in
him, And when he polled his head (for it
was every year's end that he polled it, be-
cause the hair was heavy on him, therefore
h:tgolled it&. he '°i§3§d the hair of his
head at two hundred shekels after the king's
weight.” This is but another way of saying
thaE Absalom was a oun;:.mn- of rare per-
sonal endowments, sis but another way
of saying that he was a fine specimen of
maiml manhood.. He had a sound

Y, & gr form, a handsome face, and
winsome manner. And are no mean
endowments. ThoHre not to be despised
nor depreciated. en properly directed,
they are elements of snccesses. {'haymlde
Absalom popular with the people, and that
fopuhrityham ht have used as a lever to
ift them up to higher lines, The power of

This was the case with Absalom. He was
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son, and the agents of implety, so that which
glory to bg\hil g

Thus it is, young friends, that our noblest

owments WY Proe cUE Seatan] £0res.

8 is trne both of endowments of b
and endowments of mind. Bodily strength
is a glorious endowment. Without it, how-
éver brilliant and vigorous may be our men-
tal power, we are to a great extent hampered
all t.hroug';;ﬂe. The man with strong mind
and frail body is like having a stron
with a weak horse to draw it. T m
says: ‘“The glory of a young man is his
strength.” And yet how easy it is for that
which is his chiei glory to become his chief
snare. His strecgth may but furnish the
fuel that feeds the fires of his carnal
sions. His manhood may to

be prosti
the lowest sensuality. And thongh, like Ab-
salom, from the sole of his Yoot to the crown

of his head, there is no blemish in him, yet |

that unblemished physique may be the me-
dium of moral rottenness. '

Even physical beauty which Absalom pos-
m;ssed mait::ﬁkads € i;odmelament
of power, -proportioned , & grace-
ful carriage, a ca tiv’:;ing voice, g{m us in-
fluence over our fellows, and for that reason
should be appreciated and cultivated. At
the same time they are s tible to abuse
and may prove a snare ins of a blessing.
The winsome face and captivating voice may
be used to sugar coat the igue's
schemes and the Tibertine's designs as well
as commend the reforms of the patriot and
the entreaties of the Christian.

Our mental endowments coustitule our
chief distinction, yet perhaps also our chief
snares. The old saying that ** Knowledge
is power” is tiue, Bai it may be a power
for evil as well as for . is power, -
When rightly controlled, it cooks our food
and heat: our homes, and genarates the
steam which propels our locomotives and
whirls our machinery, But when let loose
on a prairie, it is a grim monster, the terror
of man and beast. And so whether knowl.
edge is power for good or evil depends én
tirely upon the principle that lies behind it.
Hence it is that some men's greatest snares
lie in their extraordinary mental capacity.
They sometimes tempt to indolence upon
the presumption that the man will succeed
any how on the ground of their great ca-
Rac{t ; Alﬁd aometin&:: as in the cuahof

om, they tempt their r to chi-
canery and bold eumrprisum

But personal endowments, whether phys

ical or mental, become a snare whenever |

they lead to vanity in them or abuse of them.

so much praised for his beauty and flattered
of his endowmen's that it turned his head
and made him giddy. They tempted him
to a bold and godless enterprise which he
dare pot have undertaken but for the infat-
uation which they threw over him. He
prided himself in his personal charms and

especially in his luxuriant head of hair which
he took so much pains to poll and to weigh,
yet remarkable that by a retributive Provi-

dence that which was bis greatest pride be-
came the source of his greatest humiliation
and the immediate occssion of his igoomin-
ious death, For on the day of battle when
he fled for his life, these very locks which
had been his charm, proved a halter which

bim. How sad that strength and
beauty should be turned to such ac-
count! How deplorable that God's gracious
gifts should be prostituted to the purposes
of godless ambition! As some one has put
it, ** No wonder that his hair turned traitor
to him who turned traitor to his own fa-
ther.” That part which man uses to sin,
God uses to revenge. The solemn warning
in this history for young men is against van-
ity in and méma of the endowments
which God has given you,

II. Another sacret- of Absalom’s failure
and-destruction was the u;z)hﬂon to short
cuts to success in life, to Mw.
His ambition was to be king of I This
was & legitimate ambition, Had he waited
the due course of time and nature, he would
have sncoeeded to the throne in the honora-
ble line of succession. If instead of for im-
mediate kin , his ambition had been for
wise administration when he did ascend the
throne, and had it, instead of
usurpation,, Jead him to a

ation for the high and sacred func-

when yoked to principle, is the ‘lever b

which we raise ourselves from the

level of our fellowmen. And the danger.

{:ung man, is not that xour ambition will
too , but, like Absalom’s, it may

be divorced from ple. ” *
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