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- I HAS not been very many years since
‘men, surveying our vast extent of territory
and forming & small estimate of its inex-
haustible resources, were visionary enough
to suppose that this new western govern-
ment of ours might escape the many painfal
evils which had so sorely afflicted the na-
tions of the eastern hemisphere. Surely,
thought they, we can profit by the sad ex-
‘perience of falling and fallen empires, and
BB build a government whose highest end shall
HY be the welfare of its citizens; surely this
- youngest and most premising of peoples
:ﬂh spared the discipline of poverty
~and misery,  But sadly they have never re-
’ alized their dreams, !a‘o know now that it
, 4nd has not been, aud the promiso of
the future i v *'Kwﬂp are not howling
mity, but it cannot. be denied that our

- Dation has endured and is enduring as much,
 if not more, than
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those by the fate of which |
We know |

spread discontent. As we are situated now
the rich are too rich and the poor are too
poor; and the divergence increases with the
years. God will never smile on a nation
which neglects his laws. We must~ turn
about. As long as our people look only to
the laws of human existence with earthly
eyes, the struggle for existence will bethe
same old struggle of the older civilizations.
We must re-organize slowly on sounder
principles, and there is no time like the
present to begin. The duty of the hour is
to bring man pearer to man, to bridge the
wtdeninﬁgulf that divides the rich from the
Poor. en man'’s sense of duty to his fel-
ow-man is aronsed and awakened, we may

full. expect to see many of the present iniguitous

statnes replaced with legislation that shall
voice the conscience of the le. Until
such statues are enacted, until the security
of our government rests on the brotherhood
of its citizens, this will be a land of strife
and hatred, corrupt politics and a favored
and unfavored class, This is the work of
the church. She alone can reveal to men
the onif true foundation of progress and
rosperity—an impregnable belief and hope
n an allwise, loving and just Father, and
an unalterable love, respect, and compas-
sion for his children.

THE editor of the Richmond Christian
Advocate seems unusually, and, in our opic-
ion, unduly aroused at the present prospect
of the negro race, aided and abetted by
Northerners, superseding the white race in
America. We simply desire to re assure
our brother that there is absolutely no dan-
ger. The whites have the advantage of
centuries of civilization over the negroes,
which the latter can never overcome. We
wint to have them educated; they are in-
disputably and -irrevocably citizens of the
United States, and none will deny that they
may inherit eternal life. Where there is one
educational institution endowed for negroes,
we can name ten that are better for whites,
and if a negro gains the sscendency over a
white by honest effort, we don't believe he
should be blamed. But this is not by any
means thecase. The ddvocate has fallen into
the very common error of deduing general
conclusions from specific instances. - That

twenly negroes have become of wealth and
influence i8 no reason that the whole race is
rivalling the white man’s attainmentsy that
a few whites have fallen below the negro is
not the negroe's fault, and is no reason why
we should fear that such will be the fate of
our sons; that s)me few are high-headed
and insolent after acquiring an ordinary ed-
ucation, is uo less than can be said of some
young students of the white race, and is no
reason why the rest of the race should be
consigued to a life of poverty and intellee-
tual darkness; that ** the son of a dead min-
ister onee honoring city pulpits is found as
a servitor in the kitchen of a negro mag-
nate,"” is not the fault of the negro, but of
the son who threw away good opportunities,
and is no reason why the negro should be
hindered in his efforts tom secure a broader
field of labor, and should not ‘‘arouse the
conscience of the church.” Handicapped
by centuries of utter darknees, the negro
can never hope to more than keep within
hearing distance of the quickening strides
of the white man. We need have no fears.
The race question has been quietly resting
of late, and we hope it may never become
active again, but if it should there is but
one way to settle it, and that is by educa-
tion in negro schools, The more the negro
knows, the better citizen he is, and the
greater are his advantages for serving God.
The same is true of every human being.

Tae discussion of the ‘‘ Home Rule™ bill
in the English Parliament during the past
three months has excited an almost univer-
sal interest in the country for the welfare of
which it was framed, as well as in the bill
ftself. The bill is quite lengthy and ex-
haustive, but the substance of it can be
found in any of our State constitutions,
though the provisions for Irish legislations
are considerably more restrictive. But the
country itself presents a far more interest-
jog study, From statistics compiled by
James G. Blaine we gather the following :
Ireland has a population of more than
5,000,000 souls on an-acreage not quite equal
to that of the State of Maine. On this small
territory she produced in one year 4,000,000
bushels of wheat, 8,000,000 of barley, 70,-

of  oats; 110,000,000 of potatoes
%m 000 of tt:'tnl "nnd'mangol&—pomnm;
in weight than the best cotton crop of the
United States; in the same year she pro-
dnoced 60,000,000 pounds of flax, 850,000,000
ds of es, and 8,800,000 tons of

‘in that fed within

‘has not | Ma

Jmatters, but claim that, accordiog to the

Our Board and the. “ Gospel Mission" -

1 Y

Numerous requests have come for infor-
mation in to the withdrawal of breth-
ren Crawford, Herring, Bostick and 8
from connection with the Foreign Mission
Board. In response to these requests, the
following statement has been prepared. It
does not undertake, of course, to bring out
all the facts contained in over & hundred
letters and papers now on file. Indeed, the
differences below indicated soon become
complicated with personal and pecuniary
questions into which I am unwilling to
enter. One of the brethren withdrew infor-
mally, we bardly know when or how, two
voluntarily tendered their resignations, and
one was requested to resign. Sharp things
bave been said about the tyrannyaad lavish
expenditures of the Board, but we trust to
the common sense of the average Baptist
not to be misled by statements that are ob-
viously extravagant, and in all controversies
with our brethren we deem it better to en-
dure in silence rathier than to retort un-
kindly. What I now write may seem to
lack the spice of personality, It will proba-
bly be unsatisfactory to the advocates of the
‘* Glospel Mission;"” perhaps equally unsatis-
factory to the most ardent supporters of the
Board. Extremists have a great advantage
in any public discussion—they see only one
side and can state that clearly and forcibly.
But the interests of truth are better sub-
served by trying honestly to loock at both
sides, and thus comparing schemes though
both be faulty, in so far as they are human.

There are, as it saems to me, two radical
differences in principle and several resultant
differences in policy, between the brethren
above named and the Board.

DIFFERENCES IN PRINCIPLE.

1. Church Independenecs.—They hold that
a local church or group of churehes onght to
select, appoint and sustain its own mission-
ary, and that he should be responsible and
should report his work only to the appoint-
ing body. We also believe in the complete
independence of the churches in all local

New Testament teaching, there should be
fraternal co-operation between them in all
matters of wider concern. Hence arisagd
Councils, Presbyteries, District and General
Associations, and the Sduthern Baptist Con-
vention. If the Conveéntion, through its
Board, should accept the ideas advanced in
Dr. Crawford's tract entitled *‘ Churches to
the Front,” it would siotply commit suicide,
Indeed, the good Doctor’s common sense has
gsaved him from a rigid aEpllcation of his
own theory and compelled him to ﬁ{ve it up
by saying ‘‘ church, or group of churches.”
The group of churches, with a committes
to represent them, differs in size but is pre-
cisely the same in pridciple as the Conven-
tion with its Board. Moreover, we believe
that in the divine economy there is a special
provision made for ‘‘diversities of gifis,”
and that often it becomes the duty of a
church in one locality to sastain a man from
another and distant place, one whom it has
never seen and could not appoint. Herein
lies the utility of a central board to select
men, Itis a{w obviously more economical
2, Aim of Missions.—On this there are
two diverse views. One set of learned and
very pious interpreters emphasizs the work
of evangelizing and proclaiming as a herald.
They regard Matt, 24: 14 as prophetic of a
time now near at hand, and I?oro(rose to pre-
are for the coming of the Lord by herald-
ng the gospel among the nations. They do
not expect to gain many converts, but to
evangelize the world in preparation for the
millenium, These are the Premillenarians,
and furnish not a few of the most zealous
laborers for missions, inclndini such men
as Drs, Gordon and Pierson. Another set
of expositors are chary about attempting
exact interpretation of pmghecly until it has
been fulfilled, but stand firmly upon the
plain terms of the Great Command (Matt.
28: 10, 20) and its practical exemplification
in Acts and in the Epistles, in which preach-
ing and teaching are regularly combined.
These labor to save souls, to train converts,
%o establish churches as centres of influence
—ocandle sticks in the midst of darkness.
Now it seems to me that our brethren above
named, without being fully committed, lean
stron fy towards the former theory, while
we adhere rather to the latter. This may
elzflplnln in part the‘paucity of apparent re-
sults in Notth China, for the rule is ‘“‘ac-
cording to your fajth be it nnto you.”

DIFFRBENCES OF POLIOY.

Out of these different views on matters of
principle necessarily arise differences in
practice, of which T may mention:—

1. They claim the fullest personal liberty |

as servants of the Lord and of his e¢harches
(a) to do their own work in their own way,
which we fully and freely concede and have
nlways oonoocf' ; (b) to remove from place
to place or to return to this country at

Board of 'n-u;ea, but to ventilate mj‘. viow;-‘ .'ah

in the news; or w th students and pa-
trons, wvouls, my view, bagoodqrua

for the Trustees to sever :llmnbothn}. ﬁt;l _
n

the ground that I was h at the
root of the tree that snp _Ee
2. They are entirely oppos

propriation of any
schools. This Board has never gone so far
inations,

in school work as some other denom!
nor so far as our bréthren of the !
Union. .Our fundamental rule is in these
words : ‘‘The oral communication of the
pel, the formation of churches, the train-
ng and ordination of a native ministry, the
translation and circulation of the res,
and the extension of missionary work by the
aid of native laborers, supported, as far-as
gomtica ble, by the natives themselves, shall
regarded as the chief business of our mis-
sionaries.” (Art. I, Béo. 1); but it seems to
us that schools for the instruction of prom-
ising young men and women in the doctrines
of the Bible, and even for secular instruc-
tion of the children of converts from heath-
enism or Romanism are almost essential to
the uu&l;hc?mt hg: as%rl-.:n . , Belf-
propaga urches.
must either grow :}) without edueation, or
get the semblance of it fo an atm: of
superstition, or we must provide schools for
them. 'The case is even worse in China and
in Africa. [f Christian and denominational
schools are needed in America, how much
more in heathen lands? -
The amount of money devoted to schools

is very much less than is usually su A
The schools in Shanghai are sup rm I

am informed, entirely from private
means of Mrs. Yates, her daughter, and
other missionaries. - Dr. Gra class “in

Canton is nothing more than a Bible class,
meeting several hours every day, instead of
ong hour on Sanday, or a class in
designed for the better instruction of those
who give promise cf usefulness in the
churches. The appropriation asked for the
seven schools in Canton this yeéar is §1,277.
large proportion of this comes to us spe-
'13 designated for that purpose, Bro,
C. Taylor, at Bahia, one of our most eco-
nomical and devoted missioraries, has been
so much impressed with the dangers beset-
ting the children of ~his church members
that, when last in this conntry, he insisted
upon taking back with him a young lady to
establish a school for these children.
Madero Instituts in Mexico was purchased
and is sustained by contributions givea for
this specific purpose. The sum asked and
appropriated for this year to its current ex-
penses is §1,100, nearly, if not guite, all of
which comes to us so designated from Girls’
Societies throughout the country. The
}:fineipal contribution to the support of the
nstitute from mission funds is in the sal-
aries of three or four ladies who teach in the
in

A
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school and at the same time dom

work in connection with the church and
house-to-house visitation in the city of Sal
tillo. The apgrf:rrhﬁon asked and given
for schools in ca this year is just »
8o it appears (and T Tave carefully exam-
ined all the estimates) that the cost to our
treasury, of the schools in mission stations,
is just $3,577 a_year, and that a pro-
portion of this we could not honestly appro-
priate to any other object.

3. They bold that it is wrong to pay na-
tives for any religious work, claiming that
such payment subsidizes them and leads
them to profess Christianity for the sake of
gain. Itseems to us that the troubles of
which they complain have existed in all
countries and at all times since the of
Christ and his aposfles, (Matl. 7: 29;

8: 18, 19) and that the proper way fo avoid
them is to observe the utmost care in the
mla‘olt:on o{ natli’vu lwl;:-et'sl.l Itis

unfair to class Pagengouth, Paschetto, Fer-
raris, Bellondi, and othews of our Italian
evangellsu&or some we could name in Mex-
ico, with the native assistants in China or
Africa. Bat Okina also must eventually be
converted, if at all, by Ohinese, ~America
cannot spare preachers enough to reach her
four hundred millions. To bold that all na-
tives who are willing to

subsidized, is not only-
to distrust the grace of
utter want of confidence
heathenism, lh:iy will hardly
dence. We hold, therefore,
taining churches will be

by giviog such help as may
men who seem most worthy
secrated and who give

this help as the ch
%?:t:ﬁ:oﬁppoﬂ their own,
sion Boards. nﬁ”‘

pleasure, which we hold to be inconsistent | sent

with reasonable rules to which they have
publiel {bo of our missionaries in
othul!ldl ) US ur

On this last. polit, they that the.

sthoribed‘ and (c) to criticise | |
;vm-pum-ﬁomumm;d A4
maintain

to the ap- |
money for

alled of God, and by mau.nmg"
C 0 an ;
{ thi formetshis)
reachers, |
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