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SomeTiMe since it was announced that a
company of Waldenses had emigrated from
Southern Europe to Burke county, in this
State. While our contemporaries have gen-
, erally remarked upon this movement as sig-
nificantly complimentary to our State, we
have seen but little written concerning the
past history of these people, or their peculiar
religious beliefs and practices. This is not due
to a lack of history on the subject, for we
find that they have a history that is at once
voluminous, worthy and interesting. The
Waldenses made their first appearance as &
ot of reformers in 1180, and were most
numerous in' the Swiss canton of Vaud.
Their leader was one Peter Valdo, a rich
merchant, who being zealous for the ad-
‘vancement of true piety and Christian knowl-
edge had emp a priest to translate

that he ‘might read and interpret them as

hey wete. At onios ho percee
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m.mh {rom Latin into French, in order |
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gan to fail, the people began to hold on to
their earnings as they had never before. A
general distrust prevailed. Ouar nation
stood in daily expectancy of a general crash,
And the papers cried that the lessening of
the gold reserve was the cause of it all. To-
day the fund has been restored several
weeks, and has a good surplns besides, and
still the situation is notimproved. The cry
of the newspapers, which their readera were
8o eager to believe, was false. The break-
of the gold reserve was a result and not
a cause of the present crisis, as was shown
when it was restored. The causes of the
present trouble might be traced to a hun-
dred origins, apd ninety-nine of them would
be wrong. Our papers should not be so
quick to form an opinion, and the people
should not be so0 r to believe the papers;
for papers are but the representatives of ed-
itors, who are mortal, and therefore imper-
fect and liable to error. He who ties him-
self to one paper, and forms his opinions ac-
cording to its editorials, shows a weak
mind, a lack of self reliance, and a tendency
to a slavery of thought and opinion, which,
if widely cultivated, would make America
a nation of demagogues, and her people no
better than the unwilling subjects of des-
pots. Itisa far better policy to learn the
facts from reliable sources, and then form
your own opinions,

THR destructive wars that have infested
South America and hindered the progress of
her people during the last quarter of a cen.
tary, ave striking testimony to the wisdom
of the maxim, ‘‘ In union there is strength;"
and more than this, perhaps, an evidence
that a republican form of government is not
by any means conducive to prosperity; and
still more significant is the resalt of their
policy of almost unlimited States rights,
For the past few years South America has
been a continent of petty republics, blest to
a large extent with an abundance of natural
resources the equal of our own. Yetdur-
ing these years it has been a continent of
incessant internal wars, of retrogressive,
rather than progressive tendencies. It is

true that our *‘SBouthern sister™ was not set-
tled by a people,who equalled the English
and the French in industry or perseveranoce;
it is true that Rome has largely hindered her
rogress; but {rom the fact that otherwise
Eer settlers have enjoyed equal advantages,
were by far the su-
periors of the North American Indians, we

should expeot her republics to take a
stand among nations. Rome couldn't :
nted estroyed the fu-
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from the churches (directly) a support; (3)

While wearing the Chinese dress and living

in the Chinese houses. (In this prospectus

these J)ro itions are elaborated and ex-
lained. I will be glad to furnish any one
esiring it with a copy.)

Without discussing them, I may indicate
the following principles found therein—that
of adaplation; to the people here who sup-
port us by reduction of expense; to the Chi-
nese, not only by reduction of salaryto a
simple living, but by wearing the dre¢s and
living in their bouses.  Paul expresses this
in his saying ‘* All things to all men.” Also,
the principle of building up Christ’s spirit-
ual kingtﬂm by spiritual mesns, such as
preaching the gospel, carrying out in its
broadest sense, too, the command given in
Mark 16; 15, and Matt. 28: 19, 20, And
again, we honor the local church as the di-
vinely appointed institution for giving the

pel to the world by establishing
responsibility between it and the m 3

Dr. Harris fears we of this mission lean to
some peculiar doctrines as to the millennium
advocated b{elg:‘ Gordon and Pierson. I
reckon it is use they favor the church
gowamanti and I]?Ir G?rdon has b?on ki:‘?wn

speak favorably of our gospel mission.
No, we are fully in line with the Baptists of
the South. There is nothing peculiar about
what we regard as the “‘aim of missions."
It is our aim to preach the gospel to the
heathen and (nsing his own language) ‘1o
labor to save souls, to train converts, to es-
tablish churches as centres of inflnence—
candlesticks in the midst of darkness.”

Others have got the idea that we are Folng
to run over the country limglf proclaiming
the news. It is our definite purpose to
string a line of mission stations from Sban-
tung in Nerth China to Szchuen in West
China, ht‘.)ph:n(gl to build up witnessing, self-
supportin urches at all these stations,
We do believe that giving the *‘ gospel of
the kingdom as a witness to all nations” is
preparatory to the Master's coming, and that
coming we wish to hasten.

Yes, we are modeling our mission after
the China Inland Mission in some respects;
weo fry to be like them in adapting ourselves
to the natives and in ap g to the lib-
erality of the peogle at home by our self-
denial. We also humbly hc&pa by honoring
God with more direct dependence upon him
to be charapterized by their faith and spir.
ituality. But that mission is interdenomi-
national, while ours is Baptist. If we suo-
ceed—and succeed we will—we will vindicate
Baptist principles as nothing has done since
the days of the Apostles. Yes, they have
their board of directors (equal to bishops)
and their **manager”; but we cannot, and
be consistent our Baptist ct?rlnc ples.
Now, confinifig ourselves stri E'm the
‘work the Master said do, we m&’:uitwith
the means he prescribed and - gh the

on he gaveus. We shall not even

O
have to depend on a b
Hndm"l‘a;l.}:r. lm;imhe ‘our Mas-

NETAaL

these meetings from some of the so

like

Aarinmliti, one of us has just as much |
the Lord's support ml:rhw

think to have a committee through which a
* group of churches ” may act is to have a
board, only on a smaller scale. Now, it
does seem to me the difference is real and

Now, the churches of
gsloci the whole ra:fana.lbllity to the Board.
We are in favor 00 operation (co-opera-
tion ve:sus outside organization,} In ev

co ve ©om |
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" group of churches” each &mh. becomes v

responsible for a certain it is precisely
the same relation the pastor sustains to
charches. But that $1,700 interest on bor-
rowed money reported at the last Southérn
Baptist Conveation shows pldnl{ the
churches do not share in the responsibility,
Now, the lamentation all along has been
‘‘the churches do mot feel the :
e i g
until it 8, DE 0 pastors gen-
arslltg; they feel that the sal n_of th
heathen devolves upon '
agénts. Alas, 50 many of
to let things go on as they are, whether the
heathen are saved or not, on
that the easiest way is the
the way, I have observed that
stances when say, “I am
the ‘old way,’” it is not that they love the
work through the Board more, but that they
Jove it all Tess.
churches come to be able and willing to un-
dertake their own f mission work our
Board ought to hail it with ure; they
can then rmalortothmohnrobunoto-x
some of the financial burden under w _
the Board is groaning, but also the care and
responsibility. Thi too,
spopsibility will vitalize the churches. Dr,
arris thinks for the Board to yield up this
responsibilit
commit sufcide. Well, what is true of the
Board 18 true of the churches. May not this
lack of respousibility, then, account for the
li’elessness of churches in this work? Now,
the Board canpot turn over this
bility to the churches unless the churche
are willing to assume it. But where
are willing they ought to take itas a 5
send, especially as the churches then do
mone—that this is true cannot be doubted.
Now, the aim of all Boards—State Boards,
Home Boards, and all—is
until they come to be able
work, and then they tum
res to them.
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of their love for us, wish we oould come



