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IN tHS comparatively enlightened age it
is difficult to imagine how men can be so
blind to the baneful effects of war, and es-
pecially of civil war, as to be enticed or
forced to engage in the practice of it for any-
thing short of human life and liberty, And
yet the traditional war cloud, although only
of the size of the proverbial man’s hand,
has never disa d from Europe's politi-
gky, “The mof that con nentpohna
rﬂeot ense and so-

a century, though
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-which-is today abundantly su lhd‘--wlth-‘- sanids

the blessed record of his life ani
precepts which fell from his I The
.greed of France, Germany and Russia is
costing these nations far more than can pos-
sibly be gained, and if continued, will cost
them their existence as monarchies.

the divine

Ir our readers were careful in their pe-
rusal of a recent missionary letter in the
Recorper from Braszil, they should not be
doubtful as to the cause of the incessant re-
bellions that have characterized that coun-
try for the last five years. The letter said
that the conotry was Roman Catholic in re-
ligion, and absolutely flendish in the daily
practices of its people, The most awful
crimes are committed among them daily,
but the priests have nothing to say to the
contrary, becanse what little conscience they
have tells them * the pot shouldn't call the
kettle black.” The priests are no better

than the people. Neither have religion
other than that which revels in lost and

the history of all countries over which the
Catholics have had absolute jurisdiction,
Their religion has never been known to ele-
vate man or to honor God. There is no rea-
son why the Brazilians should not be quite
the equals of the people of the United States,
otherwise than the fact that they are de-
scendants of the Catholic gettlers, and that
their lives are controlled by the influénce of
the priests of that church. ‘‘Like priests,
like people.” It is an old saying, but it is
as true today of Brasil as it bhas been
through the centuries

ALTHOUGH the past summer has been far
more than usually severe to business inter-
ests, and has chronicled an enormous nnm-
ber of deaths from storms, railway accl-
dents, and crimes, we yet have resson to
thank God that we bave been spared the
terrible epidemics of cholera and yellow fe-
ver, which have so seriously threatened us
during the last two summers. At the pres:
ent writing onr coasts are absolutely free
from the former dread disease, while the

number of its victims is increasing abroad,
and the latter has gained an insscure foot
hold in only one of our small Southern
towns. And as the winter months are not
favorable to the existence of either of these
scourges, we may rest assured that no im.
portant loss of life will result from them this
year.  Much of the credit for this happy
consummation of the threatened invasion is
dune to our excellent system of quarantine
and the watchfulness of our health officers.
** An ounce of prevention is worth a pound
of cure,” and cleanliness is the only prevent-
ative of these most fatal diseases. By this
meAns we may always escape a wide-spread
epidemic, and no one will deny that cleanli.
ness shonld. be among our first duties,
whether an epidemic is threatened or not;
for it is as necessary Lo the good health and

ros‘!:erity of our cities as well as of the in-
Hlvi ual citizen,

THE alarming increaseé of crime, and espe-
cially that of sunicide, in our larger cities
during the past few years, has excited the
interest and investigation of the scientists
and statisticians, and they have bronght
forth some curious information. The causes
of suicide are varied, and cannot be defined.
One man takes his life on'account of intense
grief, another because of a toothache; one

may be bankrupt, disgraced and ruined,’
and another throws his life away on account
of disappointment in some careless girl.
But these are not the great causes. The
may be the apparent causes, but underneat
them lies the secret. It ia the life we lead,
Statistics show conclusively that the more
civilized a nation is, the ter is the num-
ber of suicides within its limits.  To the
African it is a new idea; while to the Ger-
mans, the most learned and progressive of
people, it is & more common occurrenne than
to any other nation on the globe, Learnin
and knowledge and inventions make li
crowded, increase our necessi and make
them harder to obtain. To day we live and
see and think as much in a day as our grand-
fathers did in & week. Oar struggles for
existenoce against an ever-increasing tide. of
fellow-strugglers would kill a less hardy
race, before life was fairly begun. The

_young man of to day must study and work |

ed in the tide; he
: n; his life must be
one of ceaseless action. éoomlngmmuy-
beaten paths of his father to success, he con:
sames in an hour the oil of the lamp which
should have burned . bout the night.
And yet it is a necessity., Others will work
if he doeén’t, and his existence will be com-
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Ty be rich is a solemn responsibility. Hun-
‘dreds of millions of men and women, who
desire wealth and, mourn because it
does not come to them, have no thought of
the enormous responsibility which it would

They think of ithe comforts they

bring.
miéﬁ secure, of the displs
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y - they might
make, of the pleasures they might enjoy, of
the good time thaym‘llﬂ:t have, of the power
lh&;ﬂ:ﬁht wield, and of the varions things
w ey might deo. < But no thought of
the yast res bility which wealth would
im ever enters into their minds, Baut
the fact is that wealth carries with it a tre-
mendous responsibility. God watches ev-
ery dollar that we or control. We
must give account to him for the use to
which we put it, It is likely that most of
us have quite as much as it is best for us to
be responsible for.

To to be rich is a great tempiation.
When a person is by a gnawing
avd restless desire for wealth, it is certain
that he will be tempted to do manr things
which’ will be unlawful, or immoral, or_ in-
bhuman, or nunmanly, or unohristianiike. If
we weuld escape bitter temptations, we
must not give ourselves up lo the burning
desire to possess gealth. :

To determine to be rich is a fearful peril.
The man who resolves that, whatever else
he may be, he will be rich, exposes himself
to great dangers, He is in danger of hard-
ening his heart, of dimagiog his soul, of
blighting his life, of wrecking and wasting
his manhood, of selling himselfl to the devil
for a trifle, and sending himself to perc ision.

Our text is God’s warning against the too
ardent desire to be rich : ** They that will be
rich/fall into temptation and a smare, and
into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which
drown men in destruction and ﬁyerdil.ion, for
the love of money is the root of all evil, which
while some coveled after, they have erred
from the faith, asd plerced themselves
throngh with many sorrows.” We are taught
that many perils arise from the determina-
tion to be rich and from the love of money.
Let us glance at some of them ;

1. There is covetotsness. But what is cov-
etousness ! The root meaning of the word
is ““have more.” A man who always wants
more is covetous Those who want more
when théy haven't enough, want more when
they have enough, want more when they
have more than enough, are covetous. Those
whose craving for more is so t that they
rob God ard hamanity that they may have
more, are surely covetous.

Scripture teaches that cdvetousness is &
dangerous and deadly sin. In Luke 12 : 15,
Jesus sald: ‘' Take heed and beware of cov-
etousness"—beware of it, for it is a danger-
ons thing. He also said : ** A man's life con-
sisteth not in the abundance of the things

‘which he Poaamalb.” It would be a )
blessing if all the people of our country‘,r::e

young and the old, the and the poor,
would anderstand that value, the suc-
cess and the happiness of life do not degend
upon wealth. A man may be poor, and yet
his life may be wide and deep, full and high,
true and pure, noble and Christ-like, or he
may be rich, and yet his life may be narrow
and shallow, debased and vile.

Our Lord also gave his disci ‘ﬂe& a parable
to illustrate the nature of covetousness, He
said, “The und of & certain rich man
brought forth plentifally.” Finally, his har-
vests were greater than his barns, His crops
were 80 that he had no room to store
them away. Thsn he had a rare chance to
feed the hunyry, to clothe the naked, and to
contribute ly to the Lord’s kingdom ;
but he did no an the kind. He said:
“'This will I do: I will pull down mLmbaru
and build ter; and there will I W
all my fruits and my goods.” It is not said
that that man was a thief or a gambler;
There i8 no record that he was a coarse, vile
man, It is not even stated that he was dis-

houest. He was simply a selfish and grasp-

ing rich man. If he was living now, per-

haps he might be a member of one of our

churches, But the Lord said, *‘ Thou fool

this night thy soul shall be reguired of
thee: whose shall those thi which
thou hast provided 1" Christ , #Bo is
he that layeth up treasure for himself, and
is not rich toward God.” Every man who
hynr:gttynm!orhimlf' is not rich
toward God is like that godless and doomed
rich man.. . ! o i .

18 & growing sin. It nature
is to develop, and -more ab-

. The worst of it is

faith, and in the end pierces
with many sorrows. I ¥
We are tanght that covetousness is idola-
try, and that every covétous person is au
idolater. He is & worshipper of mammon
instead of God. He is as truly an idolater | i
as if he were a heathen bo
image of gold or siiver, of w
ICor. 6:9, 10, we find that the covetons
man is classed with idolaters, adulterers,
thieves, drunkards, revilers and extortion-
ers, and are told that he cannot inherit the

kingdom of God. One of the, dangers
wit1 which the love of wealth tens us is
covelousness. ' * A

2. Another which arises from the

love of money, and the determination
rich, is . se/ . Iv is one the com-
monest sins in the world, It is inherent in
human nature. We meet it everywhere. It
is a sin which we should watch: :
pray all the time. Bat those who determipe |
T rich do not resist sel 8. At is |
m;gnl {gx tg;;: ”g’“ﬁ; wealth without re-
gard to the ts of others. They have an |
exaggerated idea of their own interests and |
too low an opinion of the interests of others. }-of
Their great desire is to be rich, wha
may be the effect npon themselves. ey | ¢
throw themselves into the wideniog and |
deepening stream of selfishpess, and 1l
onward and downward toward ruin. .
hates selfishoess.
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