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Tar great scope of legislation that con-
fronts the Fifty-fourth Congress will proba-
bly make it the most prominent set of legis-
Iators that has ever assembled at Washing-
ton. In the recent extraordinary session
' the most retiring of the law-makers were
brought before the people; some for praise,
- Iany forabuse. They are all already well
- knewn throughout the land, And now as
_ théy assemble in regular session they are

ianing to oil its

t its dealings with
be more expeditious
In our

the change from t!

| lorem duties are indicated by a de

in this session, will be greatly facilitated,
These questions having occupied  the popu-
lar attention for two years, now being well
kunown over the length and ‘breadth of the
land, and having made many warm parti-
sans pro and con, brings this Congress into
unusual prominesce. As its majority is
Democratic, it may be said that the future
of that party will be determined by the
treatment which these questions receive. It
is now in the power of the dominant party
to retrieve its fortunes, all but lost, or, to
seal its fate forever, Will the opportunity
be embraced 1 i

THE voluminoas message of the President
to Congress is one of the most comprehen-
sive doouments of its kind that we have
ever seen, It is far less bold, and is more
conservative than was Oleveland's first mes-
sage to Congress. Btill, taken altogether, it
is a strong document, and is weak only in
the removal of the heretofore prominent
personality of our Chief Executive. Our
“limited space will not psrmit of more than
the merest ontline of the message. First,
our foreign relations are reviewed at length,
sud are stated to be gratifying., The Presi-
dent refers to international arbitration, and
eXpresses his pleasure that the United States
and Great Britain have maniféted senti-
ments favoring ** rational ynd peaceable set-
tement of international qitarrels by honor-
able resort to arbitration.” Next, the sub-
ject of finunce is treated, and valuable sta-
uistics are brought forth. A treasury defi-
cis‘t:iy of $28,000,000 by next June is antici-
pated, and more definite laws in regard to
the issuance of bonds are recommended.
Perfect confidence is expressed that the re-
an.l of the Sherman Act will ultimately

ave & ‘‘most salutary and far sséching”
effect, though ignorance of ** what, il any,
su.gplementary legislation " will be * essen-
tial or expedient” is confessed, Cleveland
still hopes for an international agreement in
regard to coinage. Nex*, valuable recom-
mendations as to the strengthening of our
army are made, though 'juat now it is
thought best not to make any appropriations
to the navy. Itis recommended wisely that
the ‘‘fee system as applicable to the com-
pensation of United States attorneys, mar-
8 clerks of Federal courts,” &oc., be
abolished. A serious deficit in the receipts
of the postoffice department is founds and it
is recommended as a remedy that less free
matter be carried through the mails, Civil
service reforma is highly endorsed, and an
extension of the reform is contemplated. No
restriction of existing pensions.is recom-
mended, and only the intention to ferret out
and expose frauds in the matter is expressed.
It is shown that the present way of allow-
ing legislators to send seeds, &c., to their
counstitnents is abusive of the original law,
and a useless expense, Hereafter the Presi-
dent advises that seeds be sent ﬂ'ﬂf to agri-
cultural experiment stations, Finally, econ-
omy in appropriations is very wisely urged
upon Congress, the new tariff bill is en-
dorsed, and approval of a temporary * tax
upon ineomes derived from certaig corpor-
ate investments,” is expressed.

We are disappointed that Cleveland was
not more definite in his treatment of fature
financial legiclation, broader ig his idea of
an income tax, and that he neglected to ex-
press his views on the question of the re-
peal of the State bank tax.

Tae proposed tariff measare necessarily
embraces many hundred articles, and is far
too extensive not to affeet every locality of
this country. Hence it will bethe subject
of much local abuse and approval. It is
certainly not a radical measure, and is far-
ther from being a free trade instrument

'¥'than one of protection. That its duties

were not lower is a disappointment to many;
that they are as low as they are is a matter
of much embarrassment to not a few, The
most striking features of the proposed bill
are the large free list, and the rather unex-
pécted change from a specific to an ad va-
lorem tax. ‘Almost all raw material i3 ad-
mitted free, & boon to the manufacturer and
the consunmer, and not & hardship to. the
domestio pmdnoar. JPhera are, we estimaite,
about three hundred articles on the free liat,
the most prominent of which are coal, irén
‘im. lumber and wool, l;mt:'n ri:l::;toﬁah &t&l-

' manufaoctu ustries,
ﬂ W le:: that the bill is intended to

valorem, Perhaps a ition wonld be
wise. Aoonrdinr to Wayland *‘specific du-

ties are certain sums charged on articles, by
the piece, the pound, the

&c., without reference to value, Adva-
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allowed to enter the inner gourt o
ple, and punished with death any
itizen, who violated it,
‘knew that the procurator would take
zance of such & charga, and so res |
it.. But even on the sup-
ir stary was true, the charge
ul, since it was
violated the |

bat little trouble in enforcing spegifio dyties,
Measure and weight cannot, be concealed,
while the price of many things is very diffi- |'s Ro
cult to ascertain, and in some instances can-
net be ascertained without the assistance
and the co-operation of the buyer or seller,
either of whom could easily make false rep:
resentations.  Bat a just law should not

abandoned because

case largely u
position that 0
‘was not valid against
us who

special enactment (Acts 21: 20),

About A. D. 60, Pa !
d two years in bonds in Cesarea, found !
ore thé judgment-seat of Portins | &nd ¢
Festus, the successorof Felix. For a pro- | nesf
of the Roman citizen- |
ling of such a tribunal was final. | !
man citizen might of his own accord | O
submit himself to it, as Paul at first did.
The transference of the proceedings to Rome
would bring no advantage, unless there was
ocal pressure or (0 ques-
of the governor.
that he would be sacri-
ficed t&'the wishes of the Jews, aud, possi-
bly after a momen

ere is difficulty in en-
forcing it, and injustice, in its stead, should
resorted to.

We bope the bill may become a law as
This is one guestion on
which popular sentiment is not doubtfal,
baving expressed itself very strongly a year
Delays are always
delay, a suspense, in a matter so vital to our
business interests, wonld tend to bring
about a condition of affaits worsé than that
which surronnded us this summer and fall,

vincial not,
apgerous, and a

reason to fear the

tion the impartialit

Paul soon percei

A Layman's Stodies in the Life and Letters

L PAUL. AND ROME *

Two cities of the ancient world stand in
vitsl connection with Christianity,~Jernsa-
In-the one are focused its
retrospbctive relations, its prospective in the
In the development and spread of
first century, mo

to the Emperor.
At last; sfter many
1: 13; Acts 19: 21), in the 8
Apostle to the Gentiles found
Rome, the centre and hﬁdfm %ontlh ;
ay,— | ..
an avenus of magnificent n?mhr,-—-pn!‘ed ; 3'1-
under the Porta Ca:
“of the Palace of the Ca (
and just beyond it the throbbing centre of
ties, the Roman Forum,
with the glorious templs of Jupiter crown;
ing the abrupteslopes of the Capitoline and | tist
closing in the splendid prospect. . The s
oner was delivered by Julius to Burras, Pre- |.
s ST e
nity. Nero n :
six years, and the first, mild period of his
passed into the later fre
The city containe
tion of perba

lem and Rome.

Christianity during: t
nawe approaches in importance that of Paul,
and it is precisely through its influence upon
his career that Rome acquired its deep Chris-
tian significance,

Rome determined the career of Panl—
made it possible as well as ended it. He
protection of its nniver-
sal law, the activities of his manhood were
pat forth in its great subjact cities, and, if
tradition, it was from
the Capitol that he

world. Hé entered

D4, 8000 €4
@sars on the

the world's activi
was born under the

we may trust an earl
its dungeons beneat
went forth to his death ‘‘ withous the gate™
which is npow called by his nams.

The administrative polisy of the Roman
emperors was from the first to extend grad-
aally the privileges of citizeuship to the
provinces, 8o that at the time of which I
write, the im perial city was fast excha
her position as the mistgess'of the worl
the more honorable one of the world’s capi-
tal. Bat in a period which, as
and political greatness, was
most brilliant epoch of humanity, she was
still the centre of its energies, attracting all
and swaying all from the Straits of Gibral-
aphrates, aod from the Scottish
border and the Dinube tothe African Desert.

The outward circumstances of the Empire
were favorable to Paul's ‘mission. 1 may
barely mention several particulars. The
system of Roman law, which has been the
blessing and the marvel of succeeding civili-
zations, seems te have been administered in
rovinces with the same care as in
| city. Indeed, the
often loyal and happy, while Rome itself
groaned under the terror of' the immediate
presence of Tiberius, or Catus, or Nero.
in the “semi barbarous
aul was never beyond
the reachlof its influence, Again, the Empire
ace among all the nations
and tribes of its wide dominions. Paul wentto
and fro, *'in journeyings often,” but he never
crossed the track of war.
comfort, safety, and speed of travel in this
period are without parallel in all history, if
we except the
from the golden milestone in the Forum, a
network of great roads, mapped and meas-
together the vast territory,
was safe to travel in any direction at any

reign had already
of brutality and crime,
a closely crowded
million—larger than New York —one
whom were slaves.
Republican Rome were now quite fo
The example of the imperial house
épread like a vile infection )
social orders to tholowsa:: anlgtiec ':;u
y recogu eca, who was ad-
viser to Nero when Puul arrived, exclaims :
“There is a st

in iniguity. Daily the & for sin in-
geiiy., DeFs lvwﬁ&;l..” -

CTreases,

The wealih of all lands
[ capital and quickly van
ion of food and shows for the idle masses,
or was transformed into luxurious publigef in
and private struetures whoee remains are to | woi

The severe morals of |

rle to see whic

vitated into the |
.in the provis-

decrepitude which ld::’r;iud itself on every
hand. Had he not himself drawn three

i et e opane s

1dt
_and bumane '
o in such & |.

vinces were

r8 before, in
mre t.errlbl'o

porary

We have to thank
Burrus—how shines a fair name
time | —for the mild restraints put upon
Apostle. A long, light chain” bound the |
prisoner's right wrist to a soldiet’s left wrist,
soldier relieving soldier at regular intervals. |
The first three days in Rome
to have spent as a _
bly of one of the
out forty miles on
come him. For the
oument he was allowed to rent a
in one of theseveral-storied
(insulz) that made
the city, All persons
and they sometimes came to
numbers (Acts 28: 28)
‘‘the things concern

t
with all
Bt b aould not g0 abroad

And, except possibl
distriot of Galatia,
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But still more important to the success of
the Apostle’s mission than these external
conditions was that inward disposition, that
opsmopolitan feeling and sense of interde-
ndence engendered and developed by the
usion of 50 many se
one political body.
y of the Empire pre
soil :ﬁr the roooptd i: of
the all-comprehen: kingdom
How Paul's father obtained the distinction
of the Roman citizensh
Possitly by *'a large sum |
ward for some marked service of the Em-
peror. The son inherited
years counted it a dignityy
es, and on more than fwo occasions
owed his life to its protection (Acts 22: 24;
28:10,20-24; 25:
in the Roman colony of -
and his companion did not escape the lictors’ |
rods, he secured for his canse a certain val-
uable consideration (Acts 16: 87—389), and
later in the Roman barrack in Jerusalem he long
uwﬂ h;;nlf from a “;I:lit:ndiﬂ“’ (Acts
22: 34, appealing magic power.’
The sugreme 1ial agd burden-of Paul’s |/the
great controversy which he had
against the dan
isseminated doctrine that the Gen-
tiles must become Jews in order to become
Christidns. It is somew hat forei
but the letters of Paul,
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is not known.
possibly as & re-

. and in after
derstood its

—5, 11, 12). i
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tary recollection of his | 1
late vision in Jerusalem (Acts 28: 11), he | singe
availed himself of the privilege of appealing |

(Rom,15; 23; |
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