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THE AMERICAN-=SPANISH SITUATION.

No oneé may say at this writing whether
there will be war between the United
States and Spain or not. For ten days
the metropolitan newspapers and a great
many others have boiled with war news.
Throughout the nation there is great
anxiety; and other nations are intensely
interested.

Since the uprising in Cuba, now three

' years ago, there has been no day that

might not; lead to a break in the peaceful
relations between the United States and
Spain. From the begimning the situation
has been' delicate and trying. All things
possible to avoid war have been dome,
President Cleveland withstood the popu-
lar clamor, and restrained Congress from
precipitate action, Since President Mc-
Kinley came upon the scene, he has faith-

~ fully followed his predecessor:s example.

In the meanwhile, Spain has utterly
failed to effect peace in Cuba; the severe
measures of Weyler and the moderation
of Blanco alike having met that same
failure for which Campos was recalled.
The insurgents have at least held their
own. Though they have not succeeded
in establishing more than a nominal gov-
ernment; they have maintained their po-
sition in the field of conflict; and that,

too, notwithstanding the loss of their

ablest warrior—Maceo—and in spite of
very limited resources. The sympathy
of the people of the United States for the
insurgents has steadily increased. Strong
and widespread in the beginning, it is
now an intense conviction of the people
of the United States that the Cuban cause
is just, and thit the soldiers of that cause
deserve sticcess, and that our nation
should at least concede them belligerent
rights.
For all that Spain has sought to main-

tain peace with our country, for all that

two administrations of our government

have incurred n¢ little popular contume-
ly in the hope of maintaining peace with
Spain, even at the risk of being unjust to
the ‘insurgents in Cuba—there is now
abroad an impression that the crisis is at
hand and thatit cannot pass without war,
The failure of Bpam 8 last rmort auto-
nomy for Cuba, is the main cause along
with which there are several of lesser

- consequence.

The terrible catastrophe of the Maine
has given rise to great excitement. Pend-
ing the investigation, rumor upon rumor
of Spanish perfidy has been sent forth,
and it has been repeatedly asserted that
the United States must declare war. We

do not believe that the Spanish govern-.

ment is responsible for the explosion
which destroyed the Maine.  1f it shall
be proved that it was no-adeident, even
then the likelihood will be that Spanish
fanatios did the deed. And this would

. 1ot be in itself a ground for declaration

of war. Moreover, it is. not voncealed
that the United States as a peopld are in
sympathy with the cause of Cuba; it is
s DeLome letter and
the lfllhu Aisaster, 8o quickly following,
have incense

, but most ¢ of all the govern-

the people and strained the |
: hard-dmvn pﬂmd the President and

‘ble for the explosion, or, the mveatign
tion showing that Spanish fanatics were
responsible, (2) the Spanish government

both are remotely possible, but only re-
motely, In either of these caseés the dec-
laration would be made. by the United
States. But, should the United States
recognize Cuba, Bpmn would declare war,
if at all,

This is the situation as regards the two
nations, ;

Spain is already prepared for war as
best she can, Her credit has been strain-
ed to the utmost, She has a navy that
does not compare at all badly with that
of the United States. In a sea-war, she
would be no easy foe for a few months,

The United States 18 making prepara-
tions for the worst. Most of her war-
ships are at command, If needed, others
can be purchased. Her defences are be-
ing inspected; they are by no means
strong or thorough. Her soldiery is re-
ported in good condition. She has money
and men, ani at the worst could outlast
Spain.

The attitude of other nations would de-
pend upen the source and the cause of the
declaration of war. It is likely they
would be inclined to be neutral, though
Spain would not be without sympathy
in Europe, :

If the .United States should recog-
nize Cuba, and Spain should declare war;
rthe fighting would be in our waters,
and very probably on our SBouthern coast.
We do not believe that any but seapurts
would be seriously affected. Of course
all commercial affairs would suffer. If
the United States should be put to the
necessity of declaring war because of
Spain’s complicity in the Maine disaster,
or for any other cause, the fighting would
take place in the Spanish waters, likely
in part about Cuba and posa:bly off the
Bpanish coast. :

The Overclonk of Love.

BY PROF. A. T. ROBERTSON, D. D.

A very helpful and suggestive phrase
occurs in Col. 3: 14, ' And over all these
put on love.”” Here love is presented as
an overgarment t over the others.
The figure of clothing is also in the pre-
ceding verzes, ‘‘Put on therefore as
God's elect, holy and beloved.”” It is
worth noting the list of graces w hich we
are urged to ‘‘ put on.” ‘‘A heart of
compassion,’’ Paul begins with. A ten-
der sympathetic heart is essential to the
finer graces. '' Kindness '’ is the expres-
gion to others of the feeling of tender
sympathy. *‘ Humility ' is the natural
gtate of tne sympathetic, kindly nature.
The conceited man 18 noy kindly, but only
patronizing. ‘' Meekness '’ is not weak-
ness, but the strength of reliance on God.
Tameness and lameness are not ‘‘ meek-
ness ' ‘‘ Meekness '’ i8 the guiet reserve
of dignified might. *‘ Long-suffering’ is
possible to such quiet trust and dignity.
One who is stayed on God can stand much
from others for the Lord‘a sake, ‘‘For-
bearing one another' because of the
right attitude towards others and the
proper estimate of oneself. The humility
of meekness does not cast stones nor
make railing accusations. ‘' Freely for-
giving one another, if anyone have a
complaint against any, even as the Lord
freely forgave you, so also do ye."” For-
giveness 18 hard . unless the preceding
Christlike virtues dwell in the heart. It
is not hard for the sympathetic, kindly,
humble, meek, long-suffering, forhearing
man to forgive, remembering what the
Lord Jesus has done for him.

* And over all these put on love, which
is the bond of perfectness.”’ These varied
virtues need to be held wget.her by the
overgarment which serves as a ** bond of
perfectness '’ binding together and com-

ting the attire. This overgarment is
“love*'; love in profusion, love m flow-
ing folds, lovein richness and perfect-
ness, An overcloak is of good service in
cool weather. Put on this c:lrlemémk

. The next verse changes the figure to
that of the. games, Con emotions
st;-lve for the in our hearts, In

‘fh conflicting voices that clamor
lond with md roar, “‘ let the of
A your hearts,” '

decline to make due .amends. These |
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The evuugﬂimﬁon of the earth’a bil-
lion of unreavhed heathen has been re;
duced practically to & matter of dollars
and cents, For. ﬂﬂy ears the churches
have prayed God to open the nations for
the reception of the , and to raise
Tp men and women to. it to them,

o-day the doors to every nation are wide
the ground rail is taken away. Also,
hun of men and women, ready to
go, are saying, * Here am I, me."’
These answered prayers lie at the door |-
of all our chy and, for the most
part, in vain! Why? Because we have
robbed - God — because we have not
brought in the tithes and offerings.
Ma(ii)g: 8. e

'8 peo Ve en: ey, op-
portunity and men, to tell the story of
the cross in the ear of every heathen
during the next mm Wha.t a
gloricus work ! that a
sinner and “en.rthanveanel" hlmmemn
take part in it, for when it is accom-
lished our and long-looked for
rd will come. Matt. 24: 14, If we Bap-
tists in North Carolina can't rise up and
give more than an average of six cents a
member to foreign missons, let us at once
throw down the proud eclaim that we are
the successors of the apostolic churches.
s They went forth and preached every-
where,”” Mar, 16: 20,

But we are going to do better. 'I‘m
long we have mocked our Lord and
spleased Satan by saying, * Thy Kingdom
coms,“and yetdomgsohttletomakeit
come, A father-prayed God to give
bread and meat to the poor widow living
near him. After the ““ amen,’’ his little
boy asked him for the smoke-house key
to answer his When Chicago
was burning down students informed
Dr. Northrop that they were holding a
prayer-mee He said they had better
take buckets and go to work. Thatis
what we want. not less praying,” but
more giving. Dy, Willi ask
too little from North Carolina
Co uently our rs agk too little
from individual churches. We must
have confidence in oéur people, Our
churches will go on, some q’xnngnothing
and others small sums, as long as we do
not ask them to do moge, and give them
a chance.

This church, for example, went on year
after year giving $10 for foreign missions,
Five years ago I asked themto go um
once to $100. This was raised and lai
in thé bank three months before the asso-
ciation, whnereas the tem dollars, given
before, was never raised till the last mo-
ment and with a great struggle. 8o it ig
with Moravian Falls Church. As brother
Greene was about to leave there he said
that they could give for all objects $60,
I asked them to pledge $100. We had
preaching only once & month, and took
up just thirteen collections for the year,
which amounted in cash to $285, Bo it
will be in all our churches, if the preach-
ers like Len. Broughton, J, L, White and
R. VanDeventer, will set the mark high.
Brother Bailey, I will now mention sev-
eral instances of giving to'foreign mis-
gions, praying the Spirit tc use them in
arousing North Carolina Baptists = to
greater sacrifices.

1. By different Christians.

Robert Haldane, of Scotland. sold all
his estates for $175,000, and established
a mission in India.

A hard-working man in Melbourne,
Australia, heard two sermons on missions,
and sent in the title deed to ninety-three
and a half acres of land, worth $2 500..

In 1893, Dr. Gordon's church in Boston
gave $20,000 to foreign missions, their
home expenses being nearly $9,000, less
than half.

A widow in Cleveland, Ohio, bears the
entire support of thirteen missionaries,
and went in 1806 on a misgion tour of
the world, to increase her interest and
soe her workers,

At Old Orchard, Maine, August 9. 1896,
a collection was taken for fo mis-
gions amounting to $101,324. 1t included
money, gold watches, goid rings, bicycles,
and ten thousand shares of stock.” Read
Ex. 35 for a similar offering for the tab-
ernacle. .

Rev. F. B. Hayertelhotan English~
man whose income is $10,000, He lives
on $1,000 and gives $0,000 to werld-wide
-missions, Another, with the same in-
come, lives on 01200 and gives $8,800.
‘Alse.of a governess who makes yearly
$500, and gim mo. mw to foreign
miullsnm.
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nninmmeofwbo % ywmo
or nearl owthird
was in 1887 for $100,000, he gave
one-hundredth of it, or $1,000, which w
ha.lfthemvinpo!dlhhh!o

Hp

ofouroollegm rt as many mission-

gdegnw'i 200, Wel-

laal 310&0 Oberlinnw Cornell

n.mf MeGill Univ in

$1,853. Thhhnthsdmly

of whom have to earn a living buf five.
heathen converts. :

Mr ll;‘g:ln a Chinese convert in
California, gave up a splendid
b Chbe b & abi? e
to as a
There he bought lan unﬂeracteﬂnﬂm
chapel, with school, andpmphch

nlfathisown Boomha.ve

been saved. What an enmpleﬁoour

gﬁstbuﬁnemmanhoeithargoorlanﬂ
support one

ticed, as he walked
dens, every now and m.mmﬁ

with a large “X"’, When asked why,
their reply was, “ E tenth or marked
tree is the Lord's.” . -27: 30. He

also noticed the housewife, as she cooked
each meal, put a handfull of rice in a pot
for each member of the family, Jnd two
bandfulls in & pot near by. When asked
- why, she ml.ies?“'l‘hnt the Lord’s rice
pot, and I remember His cause as I cook
each meal.”” Ba women of North
Carolina go and do likewise, and if you
don't believe in the tithe doctrine,
follow I Cor. 16: 2, =

A Chinese Bunday Scohol in Brooklyn,
consisting of only thirty members,
to missions $150, or $5 each, A th
odist church of comverted Chinamen in
California do the same, give $5 per mem-
ber. Recently oné on the Pacific coast |
handed Dr, a small
recting him to spend amount in
ting a native to p the in
China, The giver refused to reveal his
mname, but the package contained $100 in
gold coin. and was nearly all the earthly
poauesaions of this poor but happy China-

_ Still another Chineman in California
‘sold himself as a coolie it New Guinea
for the sake of working among his coun-

he died he was the means of the conver-
sion-of 200 of his com
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trymen. Not money, but himself, which |
was better, he gave to missidns, Before
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