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tered bis office; —the era of good feeling,
overdue five montbs and more, is not yet
in sight. This editorial is written here
in hope that gomething may be done to
hasten its arrival.

The entire State seems to have been
inpoculated with the virus of the epirit
which was endured as necessary in cam-
paigns of the past, especially of recent
years; but which we hoped to be immune
of after Jast August. Even the Supreme
Court has been the sceme of elings and
glurs, which have cnly too well 1eflected
the general state; and in very receni
weeks the pent up feeling of the Justices
have found utterance in public. We have
po reference whatever to the impeach-
ment proceedings, which are now ina
stage where no one may wisely speak.
Without going into the details, we may
point out that with such a state of affairs
in the highest region of the life of the
Common wealth, nothing very noble may
reasonably be hoped for in the lower
plane of ordinary politics. For Justices
to fling at one another in decisions and
public speeches is as unworthy as can be;
and we make the statement without re-
gard to parties, since slur and innuendo
from one side has been answered by slur
and inuendo from the other, while courts
of other States have looked on with
amazoment. If it were gimply a matter
of denouncing a newspapor in pardoa-
able defenss of the Court. it would not
be significant. That was merely an inci-
dent of the situation. Well informed
¢itiz2ns uanderstand that the condition we
refer to is far more grave, being the in-
tensification of relations that bave ex-
isted between the Justices months,
relations utterly unworthy of ‘a high
court,—relations that may not include
every one of the Justices, but in which,
it is uo secret, the two leading political
parties are respectively represented. One
hesitates to fancy what an Ashe or a
4 Ruffin might do could he return to the

-scene of those labors that were so high
above politics and personalities, and see
one Justice make a thrust at ano’her in
manner just a little more 1estrained than
ordinary partisans use in joint debate.

Partisan rancor has indeed to a degree
moderated in the body politic; bot we
can not say that the atmosphere is freer
from denunciation and abuse of the most
personal character. It i3 only too well
known how defenceless our citizens have
become against wanton insinuations and
even open abuse and foul charges.

We will not say more. 1n deprecating
80 unhappy a state of affairs this paper
must beware leat it add fuel to the
flames, Our conviction is that this sort
of work will injure our State radly. Such
abuse can mot be heaped up and such
hatred can not be engendered without

serious injury not only to its anthors and
the objects ef their vemom, but to our

8ood old State, It is not simply a matter
of individual safety, but of health in our
Commonwealth, Her self respect can
ot survive everything. Her dignity and
her fair name may not be carelessly han-
dled. Rancor like this breeds the dis-
tempers which dwarf States and render
their glory inglorious; dishonors citizen-
ship, destroys brotherhood, paralyses
mrchen, and makes the ministry of no
1.

We had hoped that the little local feuds
that bave divided churches and harassed
Taligious work in recent years would be
disipatad in the light of nobler actions
by the principals to the larger warfares.

80 lar there is no such encourage-
Meut. To bo sure, the abmse is not
riotly partisan, but it is none the less
"er and venomous; and the era of good

come to be an affair in waich those who
love peace and dignity must say to those
who would live by bate and abuse that
they must cease fiom their ways, or re-
ceive the disapproval of men who really
love peace. Waiting way give place now
to a more active attitude. We have a
right to demand, in God’s name and for
the peace of His churches and the pro-
gress of His cause, decency and the res-
toration of better feelng and more re-
spect for our State and its people. The
Era of Good Feeling will not come, we
muet now realiza, until the authors of
ill-feeling are taught the error of their
way. We think it will be agreed that
great forbearan e has been exercised. If
the sowers of serpents' teeth will not
stop, those who respect themselves and
love their State and her people and seek
after peace must look absut them fer
means to put an end to this hateful busi-
ness.

On one hand is bulding now a eenti-
ment which would make it hazardous for
a citizen to protest against bitterness and
hatred and passion, and the sad abuse of
the glorious freedom of speech and of the
press. On the other, then, must be built
a sentiment that will sufocate in its
strengith and fulness the spirit of hate
and the methed of abuse, and foster self-
respect, respect for one's State, and broad
and brotherly fellowship of citizens one
with another. Let us bring the Era of
Goca Feeling in.

Obligation.

BY JOHN J DOUGLASS,

“T am debtor both to the Greeks and
the baibariaus; both to the wise and the
unwize."' Romans 1, 14

Saul of Tarsus had been called marvel-
ously and unexpectedly into the heart of
an important ministry. His conversion
bad not come of his own secking and
through the slow process of reasoning.
It had come suddenly, at midday, on the
road to Damascus. It revealed to him
the startling truth that he was a servant,
instead «f a master. This fact clesrly
ountlined his futare position and policy,
Tn the most real sense it was to be one of
gervitude to the Master and to the world-
at-large.

It is eminently true, therefore, that the
gense of obligation is the sign of spiritual
life, _

He who does not feel burning within
his heart the renee of obligaiion to his
fellow man, may well question bis own
conversion. Tee unconverted man never
feels that it is his duty to munister to the
spirituat wants of others; it would be
unnatural ‘or him to be otherwise. Saul |
of Tarsus, holding the germents of them
who stoned Stephen to his death, is &
type of man uncontcious of obligation.
’F Apostle Paul, williog to preach the
untearchable riches of the gospel to Greek
and barbarian, wise and foolieh, is the
highest type of Coristian manhood, be-
cause we see him fully conscious of obli-

gation. _ -
And then, adgajn. obligation is not con-
fined to class distinctions,

In the estimation of the apostle, Chris-
tianity placed him under obligation to
the uncouth and uncultured barbarian, as
well as to the cultured and refined Greek.
His natural leaning to the best society
was lost in the ardeat longing of his
great heart for the conversion of univer-
gal humanity. If Christ could offer to
guffer and die for the barbarian and the
foolish in human life, he could afford to
live and labor for it. He who strives to
set up an aristocracy of obligation in the
kingdom of the Master, has grossly mis-
interpreted the spirit of Christianity and
the *language of its Founder, whea He
gaid: ‘‘Go ye into all the world .aud
preach the guscpel to every creature.’

N
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Baptist Polity Suited to Survive.

Let it be yemembered that our Baptist
polity is exactly suited fo survive the
flercect persecution. A Baptist church

| formation cry:

them, but these names, like those that
a e given to individuals, are often any-
thing but descriptive of character. Let
us hope that there is something more of
the Episcopal Church than the episcopos,
e e e
sbyterian Church than a’ ery,
and something more of Methodism than
a method, and something more of Bap-
tists than a baptistery. There are a great
many things that i:ﬁcncingly hold in
common with all gelical believers,
Gratefully do wel recognize the faot
that as the years go by we are coming to
#ee more clearly to vye. Muny of
the things that weré formerly distinctly
Baptistic have ceased to be go, because,
thanks to the persistent propagandism of
our Bagtist fathers, the principles for
which they stood so courageously, almost
single-handed and alone, have now been
almost univer-ally adopted by all the
churches of Christendom.

INFLUENCE OF OUR PRINCIPLES,

Take, for instance, the matter of gonl
Jiberty, the right of private judgment,
and the absolnte divorcement of church
and Siate. Baptists have slways stood
for that, ard all Protestant Christians,
at least in America, now stand for that;
but they did not always do it, as witness
the pains and penalties visited upon our
Baptist fathers by the Pilgrim fathers in
New England, and by the Epmwscopalians
in Virginia. The like is true of the mat-
ter of regeneration by the Holy Spirit. as
a condition precedentio church member-
ship. It is indisputably true that in
countries where pedobaptizm has univer-
sally prevalled, whole communities and
natiopalities have been included in the
church, and that without any pretense of
a change of heart, orjany urgent insist-
ence upon its neceseity. In lands where
Baptist principles e been actively
propagated it has coms to pass that pedo-
baptist churches, almost without excep-
tion, bave come to coiucide with us in the
position that a change of heart must be
experienced before one is properly quali-
fied for citizenship ina God’s Kingdom on
earth or in heaven,

It is in no spirit of vainglorious boast-
ing that we seem to claim the eredit for
the changed front of Christendom with
respect to am irsue so fraught with far-
reaching comscquences, In all ages we
have held the ground which we now
hold. Sometimes we have held it against
great odds, but now we mightily rejoice
that Cristians of almost all demomina-
tions have come to stand beside us on it.
As to the Word of God, a long time our
positien was peculiar. We contended
that it was the unly and all-gufficient rule
of faith and practice. We denied the
Jegitimacy of the authority of popes and
priests and ecclesiagtical ‘councils, or the
bindng force of the traditions of ‘‘the
fathers''—properly called the fathers as
being the progenitors of the most pesti-
lent breed of heresies that ever cursed the
world,

Other denominations do for the most
part join in with us in echoing the re-
“Tue Bible, the Bible
only, the religion of Protestants,’’ and
yet we are constrained to say that they
do not consisteotly and fersistently ad-
here to this sound principle.

Their ablest acd most scholarly men
have been frank enough to concede the
fact that the baptism of the early church
was nothing other than immersion, and
that there is not a trace in the New Tes-
tament of the baptism of any others than
believers. And so they are obliged to
fall back upon church authority and
ecclesiastical tradition to furnish justifi-
cation for the change of an erdinance of
Christ's appointment.

A CULEAR DISTINCTION.

When the par&al church mutilates and
perverts the ordinance of the Lord’s Sup-
per, giving only a wafer to the laity and
reserving the cup for the priesthood, we,
in common with all Protestants, do sol-
emnly charge that this mutilated thing
is not the Lord’'s Supper at all; and
when, on the other hand, our Protestant
brothers substitute sprinkling or pouring
for the beautifully symbolic and pro-
foundly significant baptismal burial
which our appointed, we can not
but deplore this departure from New
Testamept order, and we should be lack-

-ing in fidelity to vur Lord and in love to

contains it expressly, while the
nances gilently declare it in '
language. In the we
Lord's death , Hié blood, and
by faith, M‘%

‘&"‘@‘ uﬁh Wt’nr ot His death
we v
buris] and gemmstkm;- and our
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death to sin, and our resmrrection to |

walk in newness of life, These are God's
witnesses, and we have no more right to
mutilate one than another. For in-
tegrity of the Scripturesand the integri
of the ordinances we Baptists have al-
ways triel to stand. | i {

As to the terms ¢f communion, we are

not aware that we hold any views that.

are anywise different from those which
prevail in most pedobaptist churches.
We simply maintain that the Y
natural, scriptural order is, first, faith;
gecondly, a profeition of that faith in
baptiem, and the presentation of one's
solf at the table of the Lord.

THE RELATION OF THE ORDINANCES

Baptism is a symbolic representation
of the beginning of the new life, and is
therefore properly administered but ounce.
The Bupper is a symbolic representation
of the sustenance of the new life afrer it
has been begun, aud is therefore fre-
quently r
rent that t in:
the birtk should have dence of the
ordinance that symbolizes sustepance,
and this was the order in the New Testa-
ment church, In this view we are quite
at one with the great majority of pedo-
baptist churches. Both they aud we are
thoroughly agreed that baptism should
precede communion, The difference be-
tween us lies in thig: That they believe
that almost any application of water may
be accounted baptism, while we maintain
that baptism is & buricl.only, and-that
sprinkling is not a burial at &ll. There
is not the slightest difference between us
and others as to the qnslifications for
communion, but simply as to what is
Scriptural baptism, and yet jost because
we can not honestly concede that hap-
tisem iz anything otker than a burial, with
gingular unfairpess and unbrotnerliness
we are perpetually charged with being
“close communionists.” Let us cease (o
bandy epithets and betake ourselves to
the study of the SBeriptures. We deeply
deplore the existence of denominational
divisions, and we do not beliave that the
crowning triumphs of Christianity will
be won until our Saviour’'s prayer is an-
swered, “That they all may be one; as
Thou Father art in Me, and I in Theo,
that they also may be oue in u¢; that the
world may believe that Thou hast gent
Me." -

But we ghall not come to gee eye to eye
by shutting our eyes aud blinking at the
truth, Not by the cowurdly smirender
of hone:t cenviction shall we ever attain
to the unity of the faith, and the knowl.
edge of the Bon of God, bu* by the sar-
render of prejudice and the abandonment
of reliance upon human leadership, and
a fearless snd faithfol study of the Word
of God.—The Rams Horn. Chicago, I/l
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Let Baptists Give no Ground in the Fight
for the Free Schoois.

I want to thank you for your editorial
in behalf of the public schools, Continue
to stand by the schools. The politicians
talk and make for them, but
when the Solons at Raleigh go to make
appropriations, they rather give money
to _some other iostitution which gives
thdm a stronger pull among their fellows,
Qait, 1o ot pootin ave titls wiahed

or our are y affe:
by'rt::i-a too priations by
are many appro ons
the Legislalure; too many objects or
calls for the State’s money, unless there
was more wealth in the State, Every in-
stitution must it seems, be t on its
feet by the State’s money, and they con-
tinue to make new objects fer Btate
bounty. -

The private pension billsare takicg the | '

money that ought to go to the schools.
Many of them are doubtless without
merit, My idea of education is to edu-
cate all the le as far a8 we are able,

ordi- |

ted. It is bly H
ordinance tm.mumb;ﬁ’;. i

will not coutribute; for His
not fail; but can we get om

heaven's approbatian without doing our .
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concerning th
as I have given
Galatia, even so n the firs!
day of the week let eve of you
by him in store,” In tho above he
‘‘given order' that every one shoulkd

tribute,.  None sesm.tob
Dr, dfg an - ¢ I
says: ‘“The persons

ute are every one, of every fex, age,
and condition, male and e
and old, sermtm.m;m'g
meaner as well as the rither sort
When Jesus was wa '
that were being cast into the treasury,
He said nothing of the large :
given by the rich—He seemed to regard
what they had done as a matter of
course; but when the poor widow cast in
her two mites, ir:h&blyaﬂ that ehe had A
to live upon that day, Jesus at once <%
called the attention of His diecipleste

this act of worship, and com:

emphasized it by saying she had

don;_;hmore than l_g?:%i m:ho.h . QR

Jarge sums. If (he very poorest—and =
number—were:

she seemed to be of that
ever to be excused, this, it seems, -,
have been the time, But ige He
shows that He was well pleased with the
greatest self-denial on ‘part of the
rest of His followers; and as if te
each those who would, through mistaken
kindness, vob the poor of the blessedness
of Christian giving. the Holy Spirit has
recorded His approbation of this act of
hers, We fear that many Christians and
churches are mﬂoﬂns-.sgﬂﬁnl dearth
e oha ot At O 1A B e
@ CAD No meas-
ures of God's blessings while making lit-
tle or no sacrifice to Him. Then lot
our churches endeavor duriog _
year of the new century to secure a con-

tribution from every member for our
mission work, as well-fu general m ;
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xington, N. C, R
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Put it Is Your Bible.

Here is & handy table furnished by
Christian World, which it would be
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