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THE CURSE OF CURSES.

A Letter from a Son of North Carolina.

J. W. Bailey, Raleigh, N. C.

My Dear Brother:—1 have just read your edi-
torial with tears in my eyes and a tinge of shame
upon my cheek. I love North Carolina and ever
<inll.  Within her borders was spent a8 joyous
youth. There 1 learned the first lessons of hope
and trust in God and confidence in my fellow man.
Thure sleeps the dust of her to whom more than
all ¢lse, 1 owe a debt for what I now am and what-
ever 1 may be in time or eternity. Thus I appre-
hend feel most of those who gathered at
Gireensboro last week, It is sentiment, I know,
it a sentiment that is one of man’s most sacred
Love for one’s native land is little
worth if he does nothing for her development and
|IFORTESS,

Churge me with this and I will give you the
reason which many of the returning sons can also
What is it¢{ you ask. My answer is, Lack
of opportunity. The curse of curses which has
been the blighting influenee on many of the
State’s noblest sons, is the narrowness with which
norance has surrounded her thinkers. Nay,
more than this, a man scarce dare think in the
atmosphere of “The Old North State 1 make
not this charge without seriously considering
what it means. [ re-read your leader and thanked
Giod for one within her borders who dared to tell
the truth., It means erucitixion possibly for you,
bt beyond the eross on the new-made ealvaries of
today, lies the new garden, where the glad dawning
of a new rosurrection day for  intellectual and
spiritual freedom, shindl greet him who suffers for
the truth plainly tald.

[t may help you tooa fuller understanding if you
<tudy thie rensons for the present status of affairs
whieh »you spnl\'v in your article,  There is
iwh af State history wrapped up in _the causes
which prodoecd this state of affuirs. Pardon me
i reeall soane of these canses. From the days

U'ryon ontil now there has been a spirit of con-
tention between the West and Fast i the State.
Flids Erew ol of  riee seetionnl [ll'l'j'lllit'l',
which mien were nat |.-|l';."- chieigeh to avercone, ]t
Wil~ i b!f'!ipp'}l' It ave 1 Ih!‘ Ha--»l--la-lria-h Hf T:'ll'
Wost and the Fuaglish of the Fast, Fora century
thie tigehit Tias been o, and wen did not know whiere

vrieinated,  The smallist aen have Beon se-
Doeted T thids aneient steugele wost fregquently
bovanise they “eould carey™ a thing through, Wi
TR Ih: sl l'u;.';.:It ;,]..-“1 I'tln- St l'.'l|li.l‘l[ anil Hinny
ather [llli‘lii' it ters, Men Lokl fv seetional
rather than Sate interests, That fight s not over
vven vet,  Hannibal Hawling Dineoln’s fiest Viee
Prosident, suid that the really greatest statesmen
b knew during his forty vears in Congress, were
Badger and Muugum of North Carolina, s
tithi- illl']lil'l'd Ih[- !i]|||* (II. {.]:!'\', \\'t'ilf-fl'r .'Illll “ill'
]iilllll. l_'nrnliml .-u;'ill’l'rl_\' knows these men :I!I'l
they servied brief terms in the Senate beeanse
their constituents preferred weaklings with whom
they agreed rather than giants with whom they
(il not agree, an noit lllr-klunr.\' rr]it-:!lmi 1taolf
nigny times sinee their day ¢ Pariy spirit has belit-
tleal the: State and hrnm.:hl her to et shame, |
think in these two things may be found a reason
why the vouth of the State are so woefully igno-
rint of what her history is and what her men have
dine. The Preshyterians, Baptists, Methodists,
Episcopalians and other religious bodies were un-
willing to admit any good could exist ontside of
their own little circle. The political party of the
first part so despised the politienl party of the
second part that its members would not even read
the recorded deeds of the other. Hence history
remained unwritten and if written unread.

This same spirit of narrow bigotry both politi-
eal and religious, has “clipped the wings of fancy”
and Jriven the muses from her borders. The re-
sult is that North Carolina is a State without a
poetry, a land without a literature and a com-
monwealth whose statesmen remain forever un-
]"l}n\\'u unless forsooth they go to more favorable
climoes,

Is it any wonder that North Carolina has fur-
mished Presidents, (Fovernors and statesmen for
%0 many other States? Is it any wonder that the
best of her sons seek fame and fortune elsewheref
Is it any wonder that should you want to seek the
greatest of her men and women you would not go
to the State itself? (God’s best blessings upon
those who have stayed with her and kept the ship

sseSsl0NS,

wive,

afloat, but they have not done their best work nor
have they attained to their highest ideals.

There is another thing which has largely grown
out of this ignorant intolerance. This is the spirit
of emigration which has been the bane of the
State’s progress. Men want freedom. They will
not always remain where they cannot think and
act for themselves, In this case they sought and
found relief in removal to other States. This took
away the progressive and strong and too often left
the conservative and weak. This was especially
true in the rural districts. Tennessec is but a
greater North Carolina, while her influence ra-
diates in all directions. The remnant left behind
grew weaker rather than stronger with the result
that ignorance begot ignorance and progress was
impossible. I know communities which are not
as intelligent as they were in my boyhood. The
reason i8 found in this very thing. It is distress-
mg but true. The men of the community are
without ambition and their children are without
hope.

Men sometimes deery the coming of the mills.
I believe it is the physical salvation for a large
per eent of the State’s population. [ think it is
a help for their intellectual life,  The loneliest,
most dreary and most desolate existence in this
world is the life of an ignorant, ambitionless wo-
man with her chilidren in the solitude of the rural
district. Tt is searce one step removed from the
life of the forest animals. The mill at least adds
zest, activity and work., It gives companionship
and association, which is preat gain. The sehool,
church, and Sunday-schoul are intinitely removed
from the dreary pitiful life of the former condi-
tion. This is the condition which eonfronts the
Commonwealth.

What of the future? To me at this distanee the
outlook is more hopeful than it has been sinee
the Civil War.  The very fact that nen are will-
ing to look unpleasant conditions in the face and
think over them is grear gam. You whe are with-
in euunot realize what the difference is so muach
as we who are without, Your gmn in manufac-
turing, i agriculture aml m oeommercial activi-
Livs, is ]:l'iilg 'luplil‘:l!wf i educational growth.
More slowly comes the lutter, it i trie, but cer-
tainly and surely itis conung., The great interest
shown by your leading wen, the esrablishment of
graded schools, the number of young men and wo-
mwen in o institutions of Tearuing eompared to that
of twerty years ago, the cossation of emigration,
the growth of true Stite pride, the elimination
to a great degree of the demagogae in polities,
cach amd all seem to mie 1o be hopeful signs. Some
day will cone the deonoclist and break down the
imtages to o whieh Bliowl preejudicee has so long Ted a
blinded peaple for worship, and then will intelli-
giviee, vietae sl righteonsness elaim thetr own
herttage, even the “OLD North Staee™ with her true
,\llg] FSaxon sons and danghters, Gad :-i|u‘l't] the
day amd nerve you for your part in the contest,

Octoher H CLES

A HERO

In the story of the recent const storm the {ol-
lowing is toll:

The rescue of the remmining three negroes of
the erew by the surfan, Wo AL Capps. of Seatack
station, was one of the most heroie aets in the
hi-ainr_\' of the surfomn on the \'Ir;.:irli:l voast.

Capps. while two miles from any other human
being and patrolling his stretely between the sta-
tions, saw one negro over 100 vards off-shore in
the roarving surf. Without a moment’s hesitation
at the peril he was facing, he stripped and plunged
into the sea, that was already a seething mass of
wreckage from the barges, and, after a half hour's
battle, single-handed and alone, brought the un-
conscious man ashore,  He had not reeovired his
breath before he discerned, through a rift in the
spume, another form, and once more he went into
the surf. This tune, by reason of his exhaustion,
Lis strugele was a harder one, but he eventually
succeeded in saving the negro.  Plaeing both men
under the lee of a eliff, he started back to the sta-
tion to give the alarm, when he saw the third ne-
gro in the waves, and for the third time he
pluinged in and brought an unconscious man
ashore. Capps did not cease his work until all

three men had been cared for in the station, and
at night he resumed his regular trick of patrolling
the storm-swept coast.

Capps is a white man. He saved three negroes.
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Does he not put to the blush the moral life-savers,
the soul-savers in the service of the old Ship of
Zion, who are surrounded with negroes, and white
men too, going down in storms of temptation?

TYPICAL RESOLUTIONS MADE IN YOUNG
MANHOOD BY JONATHAN EDWARDS.

Resolved, Never to lose one moment of time;
but improve it the most profitable way I possibly
can.

Resolved, Never to do any thing, which I should
be afraid to do, if it were the last hour of my life.

Resolved, To think much on all occasions of my
own dying, and of the common ecircumstances
which attend death.

Resolved, When 1 think of any theorem in divin-
ity to be solved immediately to do what I can to-
ward golving it, if circumstances do not hinder.

Resolved, To inquire every night, as I am going
to bed, wherein I have been negligent, what sin
I have committed, and wherein 1 have denied my-
self; also at the end of every week, month and
yuar,

Resolved, Never to speak any thing that is ridic-
ulous, or matter of laughter on the Lord’s Day.

Resolved, Never to allow the least measure of
any fretting uneasiness at my father or mother.

lesolved to suffer no effects of it, so much as in

the least alteration of speech, or motion of my
eye; and to be especially careful of it, with respect
to any of our family.

Resolved, Constantly, with the utmost niceness
and diligence, and the strictest serutiny, to be
looking nto the state of my soul, that I may know
whether I have truly an interest in Christ or no;
that when 1 come to die, I may not have any neg-
ligenee respecting this to repent of.

Resalved, Never to give over, nor in the least
to slacken my fight with my corruptions, however
unsnceessiul 1 may be.

Resolved, After afflictions, to inquire, what I
am the better for them, what good I have got by
them, and what 1 might have got by them.—Found
in the Congregationalist. .

BOOKER WASHINGTON; AN EVIDENC OF
PROGRESS.

! From The Progresslve Farmer.)

Compare him with Fred Douglas, for example—
Fred Douglas who preached social equality and
marriced a white woman and was a firebrand in pol-
ities.  How much more it means to the peace of
the South in these days of restricted suffrage and
Jim Crow cars, that instead of a Fred Douglas
the negroes have Booker Washington who has
advised them to drop their unwholesome ambitions
for social and political distinetion, and acquire
the virtues of industry ,thrift, peacefulness and
self-reliance.  Booker Washington, we ought to
remember, has incurred a great deal of criticism
from negroes of the Fred Douglas type because
he has urged this peace policy on Southern ne-
A0S, It was for this reason that the agitators
tried to break up his Boston meeting a few weeks
apo. It 1s for this reason that the Atlanta negro
cducator, Prof. DuBois, has attacked him. It
was for this friendliness to the whites that the
“Sulfruge League”™ of New England negroes de-
nonneed him reeently in the following resolution:

“Innsmuch as Booker T. Washington has glori-
fied the revised constitutions of the South, has
minimized the Jim Crow ear outrage, has attacked
the wisdom of the fourteenth and fifteenth amend-
ments to the Constitution; has deprecated the
primary importance of the ballot, has preached
to the eolored people silent submission to intol-
crable conditions and makes his people a byword
nnd laughing stock before the world, he 18 not a
fit leader for the eolored race.”

RIGHT.

It is sacrilegious to have any thought in the
singing in church of pleasing men. Singing and
praycr are to Gaod, and Ie alone is to be thought
of in Loth these. Dr. Broadus once said to this
writer that it was as wrong to go outside the
church to get some one to lead in the singing be-
cause that person was a good singer as it would
be to go outside to get some one to do the praying
because he was a fine elocutionist.—Western Re-
corder.




