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THE BIBLE AND PERSONAL EXPERIENCE.
(Edltorial In Biblical World.)

Bible study is the act of furnishing nourish-
ment to the divine life which exists in the indi-
vidual soul; or, we may deseribe it as the foree
which keeps alive the spark of divine life, in-
creasing its brilliancy and constantly adding to
its power. Three things are true: (1) The spir-
itual life within us stands just as much in need
of nourishment, of assistance in its growth, as
do the physical life and the intelleetual life. We
may not say that the religious or spiritual life
will take care of itself because it is divine. God
has given us bodies and minds, but they are so
constituted that they will starve and die if not
fed; the same law holds good in the religious life.
(2) Everything which contributes toward the le-
gitimate development of the inner religious life
will deepen and enrich one’s personal experience
in all of its phases, the outward as well as the
inner. (3) Of all ageneies which may serve as
sources of help in the training and strengthen-
ing of the religious life, the Bible when studied is
the most helpful and is indispensable.

THE BIBLE A8 AN AID TO DEVOTION.

For the cultivation of the devotional apirit, no
literature, not even the literature of modern
Christian nations, contains such helps to prayer
and praise and holy communion with the Spirit
in and around us, as do the pages of the Bible.
We realize that for most of us the ritual of an-
cient Israel has been supplanted by the simpler
ceremonial of New Testament times. But we do
well te remember that the old ritual as it stands
in Holy Writ was one used lurgely by Jesus Him-
gelf; that this ritual, complex and mysterious as
it may now seem to be, was ot one time the hon-
est and sincere expression of the relationship of
man to God and of Gad to man on the part of a
people rightly called holy becanse they had been
the agency chosen by God himself {for the reve
lation of Himself 1o all humanity. This ecremao-
nial, expressing the religions Life which was the
{livilll'l}' authorized Precuarser of the Christ, most
contain rich food for those who, like all the peo-
ple of those times, huve not yet reached in their
religious growth the higher things of Christian-
it-y. Ev(:n h{'lil‘\'l‘rﬁ' rw;tlir(- different kinds 1'f
food: some may be ready for the strong meat of
the gospel, while for others a better diet will be
found in the milk of an earlier stage of develop-
ment. We make bold to say that
children and many adults will be better nourished
if they take their food in the order God has seen
fit to give it to man, viz., “first the blade, then
the ear, then the full eorn in the ear.”
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MODERN CQIVILIZATION DUE TO THE INFLUENUE
OF THE BIBLE,

Further, the study of the Bible when properly
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trolled the greatest spirits of nineteen centurics,
and I.hl“t)\l}:h them the civilized world, No preat
man has wrought among his fellows, no nation
has made history, except under the influence and
inspiration of these books we call the Bible. Time
permits no illustration, but recall how the Roman
empire passed into Christian  hands, reeall
the great movements ever since—the Reforma-
tion, the War of Independence, even the Ifrench
Revolution. This Bible of ours has been the in-
centive; the truth gathered from its pages, even
when mingled with the error of human interpre-
tation. has been f.lll‘. I}ll.'-‘liH nf ”‘11‘ “’(Iflli‘ﬂ. most

helpful, most efficient, and most startling forward

steps through all these ages. And it has hap-
pened thus because this truth has entered into
religious life and experience. If it has affected
the lives of men in days gomne by, if it is affect-
ing their lives today, we may well believe that
we, as well as they, may receive from this Book
inspiration and direction; that the study of the
Bible will lift us to a higher plane of usefulness
to our fellow-men,

THE TRUE BTANDARD OF LIFE

When we seek a standard of life, to regulate
our conduet, where else than in the Bible is there
to be found more vivid presentation of life as it
should be lived, and of life as it should not be
lived? Where else is there given such pathetie
illustration of the consequences of sin as is con-
tained in the story of David’s life; or more defi-
nite presentation of the rewards of righteous-
ness{ One may stody history outside of the
Bible and fail to find anywhere a commingling of
the various elements which make up the religious
Sin has made such
headway in the world that apparently no instance
may be found of well-rounded religious life per-
feet 1n every particular. We look in vain for a
nation that has produced or expressed this ideal
religious life. We look 1n vain for an association
or organization of any kind that has furnished
the world an experience that might be accepted

life in any true proportions.

as the true type. Individual men have approached
this ideal more nearly than nations or organiza-
But the men who have reached the high-
est place in this effort of transeendent interest to
all humanity have, after all, exhibited character-
isties of weakness and evidences of innate sgin-
fulness which have made 1t clear that humanity
in itself may not attain this supreme goal.

JESUS TAUGHT AND EXEMPLIFIED THE HIGHEST

- IDEAL

t1ous.

Does it follow, then, that that world has seen no
In order that the
world might have suel perfeet illustration of it

perfeet example of this Life?

an illustration which all men might see and
study, and by which humanity might be lifted to
a still higher plane than that which it had reached
throngh the divine help already furnished in other
ways—dJesus Christ lived, taught, and died. His
attitide of reverence and homage toward God,
in its simplicity and sublimity, in its prayerful
dependence, and in its irrepressible aspiration,
was the perfeet presentation of the true worship
in atself and in its relation to the other factors
which constitute the religious experience.

Itis life in the perfection of its purity, in the
pathos of its self-sacrifice, in the loftiness of its
unscltish achievement, has furnished to the world
principles which underlic and control all right
living. In proportion, therefore, as the worship
of nations, or of organizations, or of individuals
is as sincere and honest as that of Jesus Christ;
in proportion as their belief is as broad and deep
and true as was his belief; in proportion as their
life 1s as pure and self-saerificing and lofty as
was his life—in just proportion will nation or or-
ganization or individual give illustration of the
trie religions experience.

THE BIBLE ALONE MEETH OUR SPIRITUAI NEEDS

Suppose that a man of earnest religious tem-
perament could find elsewhere than in the Bible
the material whieh would serve him fairly well for
purposes of devotion, for a basis of belief, and for
a standard of ethical life.  What shall then be
said in reference to the material which will serve
his purpose in the realm of his inner religious
life, the experience of the consciousness of sin
and the longing for righteousness, the experience

of a sense of fellowship with God, and apprecia-
tion of receiving God’s help in time of trouble;
the experience of love for God and love for mant
(Can the best material for the nourishment of
gpiritual life along these lines be found elsewhere
than in the sacred Scriptures?

Let us not waste our time and strength in the
effort to find this most precious material in a
diluted form when we can so easily obtain it pure.
Let us also remember that the dilution of a pure
article is often only another term for adultera-

tion. It is not an uninteresting piece of work
to {ollow this or that author in his effort to re-
produce the truth of the biblical according to
his own faney; but it is a far more profitable thing
to study the biblieal writings themselves, writings
themselves, writings so strong, and so helpful,
and s0 necessary to man’s true life that even in
tlli‘llutvd form they have been found most valu-
able.

THE BUPREME REVELATION OF GOD.

No one can deny that in our Old and New Tes-
tament Seriptures we find the fullest and clearest
presentation of the character of God. We may
interpret this revelation in one way or in another,
but, whatever way we adopt, the fact remains that
the material to be interpreted is biblical material.
If God is himself the ultimate source of all reli-
gious experience, it may surely be predicated that
the richest and fullest experience will come, can
come, to those only who best know him as he has
made himself known, to those only who by such
knowledge are in closest touch with him. In the
olden days the prophet Hosea repeated patheti-
cally the bitter complaint: “My people are de-
stroyed for lack of knowledge” (4:86), “they do
not know Jehovah” (5:4). In these modern days
men are even more foolish and run after every
absurd notion which the human mind can invent.
In very truth, they do not know the God of the
Seriptures; and why not? Because they have not
studied his character as it is revealed in the
Word, and in the flesh; or because they have stu-
died it, alas, through glasses so dimmed with h
man error that the true light has been shut out.

S8IN AND THE NEED OF FORGIVENESS.

This is true likewise of the two great corol-
laries of the teaching concerning God—that of
sin, that of man’s relation to man. No man has
ever lived, good or bad, whose picture has not been
painted in Holy Writ. You will not read many
chapters before you will see clearly before your
eyes your own portrait. There is no sin so base,
no virtue so exalted, as not to find full illustration
in these sacred narratives. You will find nowhere
else so definite a location of responsibility for sin
upon the individual. If you read sympathetically
the words of an Old Testament prophet, or a
New Testament prophet, you will in spite of your-
sclf grow sick with the deep and overflowing sense
of sin which he depicts. In other words, your
convietion of sin will be so deepened as to bring
vou by reaetion into that state in which you may
assume the right relation to your Maker. No oth-
er literature will produce this effeet, unless it be
literature so saturated with biblical truth as in it-
self to reproduce the biblieal thought.

EXAMPLES FOR RIGHT LIVING

Think, too, of the eduecative element in the rec-
ords of the lives of great leaders now following
in the right path, now turned asides at one time
crowned with all the favor of a8 : God; at an-
other punizshed with all the seV4§y which char-
acterizes an impartial judge. e have already
spoken of the unique life pictured to us, the life
of Jesus. This is the climax of the whole; all else
might perhaps be dispensed with, so long as this
remained, and yet all else forms the background
on which this picture rests.

Let us repeat: the study of the Bible is to be
thought of as the eating of food—food not for
the body or the mind, but for the soul. One may
at times find elsewhere soul-food, in diluted form;
if it is pure, and at first hand, the Bible is the
one source of supply. This work of Bible study
is indispensable, if one’s religious life is to be
strong and sturdy and alert; and if it is to be at
all equal to the demands made upon it in this
world of struggle and temptation.




