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A QUESTION FOR THE CONVENTION.

People that go to Conventions do not read
“Convention Editions”"—they do not have time.
Besides, “Convention Editions” are mainly pie-
ture galeries of familiar faces; and the patent
medicine people and society belles have made
newspaper photography vulgar and offensive. So
when we come to write on “A Muestion for the
Convention,” we are well aware that the Conven-
tion will not know that we have raised a question
for it until it has scattered; and we are, therefore,
not fostering the hope of springing a sensation
upon the brethren at Charlotte. Instead, we are
writing for the people that stayed at home.

And “The Question for the Convention” is,
“Why did you stay?"”

When we read that the Splitters over in Arkan-
sns had more than two hundred churches repre-
sented in their General Association, we resolved
to find out how many churches were represented
in our Convention. The number is two hundred
and twenty. We had forty-four Assoeciations repre-
sented out of fifty-nine; and in all, there were
three hundred and seventy-six messengers. Now,
good reader, that is not enough. It does not indi-
cete healthy econditions.  All the Associations
ought to be represented and at least half of the
That would give us an annual enroll-
ment of about one thousand. And that would be
It would greatly magnify the power

churches.

worth while,
of our Convention; and it would be more commen-
surate with onr real propirtions.

As it is, we have enouzh churches left over to
form a terribly by Splitters” Convention. We
foresee no danger; but the microbe is abroad in
the land, awd so is the demagogie, It does beeome
s to enlist as many as possiblic of these ehurches.

Here again s .\ Question for the Conven-
!illll..l

Now the Comvintion has but one means of com-
municating with these unrepresented  ehurehes.
It ts tak-
en by many a brother whose chureh has no mes-

That means is in the Biblieal Reeorder.
senger at Charlotte this weel, Here, good read-
er, i3 oan invitation to you lo see that this shall
not again be sajd of your chureh. The causo
needs yon. The Kingdom and the King eall for
you. Come!

Again, of the three hundred seventy-six mes-
sengers present, one hundred and seventy were
pastors—leaving two hundred and six regular
We are glad to have the pastors.
But

surely we need a larger representation of laymen

church members,
We could not have a meeting without them.

—larger than one in a thousand, do we not? Be-
sides there are 600 pastors in the State and at
least half of them should attend Conventions.

Again, of the churches represented there were
only 113 country churches. And since we have at
least 1,000 able-bodicd eountry ehurches (the cen-
sus gives us 1,700 visible aml invisible, loeal and
floating, and at least 1,400 are in the eountry) we
surely ought to have representatives in our great
annual meeting from more than 113—one in
cight! Of course one pastor some times repre-
sents seven churches: but that is not fair to pas-
tor or church. KEvery church ought to have one
man in the Convention if she has to pay his way.
[t may be, good reader, that as you read you re-
flect that your church is not represented at Char-
lotte. Resolve that next year shall tell another
story.

But how shall we draw men to the Convention
—practical, strong, everyday, business men? Here
18 “A Question for the Convention” again. We
agree that the Convention should be interesting—

should be worth while, should present men when
they come with somewhat that will tie them to it.
This it does do with some. If a man is really
interested in the work of uplifting the human
race, he will find a place for himself in the Con-
vention. If the program of Jesus of Nazareth
for the world appeals to him, he will find himself
at home there. But there is more to be said.
Misgions and Education are the two chief
means by which Jesus is bringing the world to
God. It is no wonder, therefore that the Con-
vention as well as all general religious bodies, has
for half-a-century centred about these subjects.
This is well. It now appears that they will be
dominant until the end of the age. And yet we
have wondered if the people are not outgrowing
our habit, our annual habit, of having speeches
on these subjects to the exclusion of nearly every-
thing else.
every year—nprecisely the same ground? Do we

Do we not go over the same ground

not have delivered to us the same messages? To
be sure there was a time when the missionary obli-
gation must needs be preached over and over;
but is that true now? Rather will there not be
100 ministers and forty laymen at Charlotte who
can make as good an address on missions in all
essential respeects as shall be made to them? If
this is true, interest eannot always be maintained.
For of this condition comes ennui—the deadly.

A Caonvention should give its members some-
what to do. They e . ot =ome to be pulled at
for pledges; nor do they come to be exhorted in

behalf

rather beeause they are interested in missinns and

of missions and edueation. They enme

education. In order that they may have somewhat
to do, we shoull not erowd real ard interesting
aquestions ont with n fixedd and thime-waorn order.
You way stay in the ruts if you wish to; but the
people worth having.
Men like to think, disenss, break down and build

people will not—i. o, the

up. It is presumptuons to expeet eversbody to be
in a receptive mood save yvourself—you talk and
all the rest listen.

There are some serious questions hefore our
Why not them? They

may disturh the peace for a while, but are we to

denomination, diseuss
forever keep our heads under the eover lest we
sce ghosts?

There is the question of the Decline of Home
Religion—how shall we prevent it?
of the Improvement af

The question
Teaching in  Sunday-
Schoals, how shall he bring 1t about? The (UeS-
Is it Desirable?

The question of International Lessons or DBible

tiom of National Baptist Tnion

Union Lessons, which is better for the Sunday-
schonle?  The question of the Deeline of our
them die? The
question of Onee a Month Preaching; can we not
urge our churches to move out of 1t?

the question of the Quest for

Union mectings—shall we Jet

There is
Pastorates; of
Evangelism, ete., ete.

Are such questions ont of place in a Baptist
Convention? 1{ so, amongst Baptisis where is

there place for them?

DEDICATED TO THE WOMAN'S MISSIONARY
SOCIETIES.

In one of his bright and telling addresses on
Christian work at the meetings of the DBaptist
Vineyard Association this year, Dr, O. P. Gifford
dropped into poetry, which, it may well be be-
lieved, had in it more truth than poetry. This
was it:

“In the church’s field of battle,
In the bivouac of life,
You will find the average Christian

Represented by his wife.”

HELEN H. JACKSON'S LAST POEM.

Father, 1 scarcely dare to pray,
So clear I see, now it is done,
That 1 have wasted half my day,

And left my work but just begun.

So clear I see that things I thought
Were right or harmless are a sin;

So elear 1 see that I have sought,
Uneonscious, eelfish aims to win.

S clear I see that I have hurt

The souls T might have helped to save;
That I have slothful been, inert,

Deaf to the calls thy leaders gave.

In outskirts of thy kingdom vast,
Father, the humblest spot give me;

Set me the lowliest task thou hast:
Let me, repentant, work for thee.

HOW JEFFERSON DAVIS TREATED_HIS
NEUROES.

{Landon Knight in the Pligrim—""The Real JefMerson
Davis."")

From his brother Jefferson Davis purchased
“Briarfield,” and arrangements were made by
by which they lived together and jointly managed
the plantations. Owning a large number of slaves,
they inaugurated a policy for their management
which is no less interesting in itself than for the
results attained. It was based upon the political
maxim of the elder brother that the less people
are governed, the better and stronger and more
law-abiding they become. All rules that involved
unnccessary supervision and espionage of any
kind were nbolished. The slaves were placed up-
on hovor and were left free to go and come as they
pleased.  Corporal punishment was only inflicted
in cases involving moral turpitude, and only then
after the trial and convietion of the accused by
a jury of his peers, during the process of which
all of the rules governing the production and ad-
mission of ¢videnee observed in a court of justice.
were serupulously adhered to. The pardoning pow-
er uline was retained by the masters,and that they
frequently exercised. Whenever a slave felt his
serviees were more valuable to himself than they
were to his master, he was allowed by the payment
of a very reasonable price for his time to embark
in any enterprise he wished, the brothers counsel-
ing and advising him, freauently loaning him
money and always patronizing him in preference
to other tradesmen. A copy of a page from one
of the books of a slave, bearing the date of Sep-
tember 24, 18542) is before me, and upon it J. E,
and J. Davis are eredited with $1.803.50. Another
slave usually purchased the entire fruit erop of
the two plantations, and there were still others
who conducted independent and successful busi-
ness operations.  Some of these slaves in after
vears beeame respeeted and substantial eitizens,
one of them purchasing the plantations for some-
thing less than $300,000, which had been offered by
g white competitor,

BEWARE THE SHADOW!

It ia said of Michael Angelo that he always
worked with a Little lamp fastened to his hat, lest
his shadow should fall upon the ecanvas.

There is a suggestive thought in this incident.
It 18 this, that we should not let the shadow of
self fall upon our Christian work. It is not how
much work we o) but the purpose or spirit which
prompts us to da ot that the Master considers.
How essential, then, that we wateh the heart and
keep a close eensorship of the motive® for if we
dn rig]lt Ihing;ﬂ in Wrong wiays, we may do wrong
things. We should be zealous and aggressive, and
ready for every task that comes to hand, but we
should be all these for Jesus Christ.  Selfish ambi-
tion must be held in contempt if we hope to reach
the sphere of real usefulness and devoted service.
We should not forget that there is no joy like the
jox of self-forgetting effort: and there is no in-
fluence like the influence of the Christian worker
who keeps his own shadow off his own work.

In Westminster Abbey is & marble tablet with
medallion portraits of the two Wesleys combined,
and underneath the inseription “God buries the
workers, but carries on the work.”—Selected.




