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“THE MASTER IS COME."”"

In various shapes he comes!
When life grows difficult, and eares wax strong,
And pain and patience prove too hard a load,
And grief makes sorrowful the fairest noon,
And sorrows press and erowd, an armed throng,
And fierce temptations lurk along the road,
And day is hot, and night falls all too soon—
Still in these grievous things himself we see,
And puzzled, trustful, murmur, “It is he.”

Be glad because he comes!
That his blest visits are of every day,
To sweeten toil, to give that toil reward;
And when the summons soundeth clear and low,
Let us rebuke our lagzing souls and say,
“It is—oh, wondrous thought!—it 1s the Lord
Who deigns to claim thy help and serviee so!
Be quick, my soul, nor war thy high estate;
Thy Lord und Master ealls! let him not wait.”

—Susan Coolidge.

BEST METHODS OF BIBLE STUDY.

BY E. Y. MULLINS, PRESIDENT HSOUTHERN BAPTIST
THEOLOUGICAL HSEMINARY,

IFirst all, 1 wish to suggest that the method of
Bible study in the home ought to be a parental
method,  That 1s to say, the father and mother
ought to guide in this matter, and it seems to
me that there ought to be stated prrimlﬁ when
the family as such ecome together for the study
of the Seriptures. It may not be possible for this
sort of pathering to take place every day in the
week, but there ought to be one or two days in
which a dehiite [n-l"im' of time is devoted to lhil-l
subject, A great deal miay Le accomphished if the
father and mother will plan the matter and guide
the ehilidren in thewy studics. If a Little plauning
I8 tllrllv Ill'ul i Illlll' rit'l'ililln- uui:hlm':- L{i\'!‘ll. |
great denl of individoal study can be secomplished
by the various members of the honsehaold prepara-
tory to, anid as the risult of the I':uni|)' ;.:zltha-rilu:
lor ‘Hlllll‘\'. Where 1t s |-u.‘-.-”-|". [ think it gnm]
for cach ehild 1o have o copy of the Bible which
he canocall s owne aoed which b ean mark, and
for older wmembers of the hotsehold who spend
mueh of their e away trom hione, o pocket
caitton of thie entiee Bible or of the New Testa-
went would be overy wseful, Tt is said of Glad-
stone thut el of bis study was done i brief
periods of waiting betwern trains or between ap-
pointmicnuts, e carried pocket editions of pereat
\\'iil']\h. ol |Lli[if.|-| ode motents nel ::v--u||1]||i.~||
ed mnel i this way,

'”li:-t ]l'-‘l'I‘w e b stgspest i further method of
Bible study in the home Ttois execedingly import
ant that sowice definite aine control these studies.
.“_\ ll}hl'l'\.‘ltiull :tllli EXPUT VI ]!':ul.-i e to ”ll'
conclusion that the failure of the Bible o interest
young people is duc largely to vagueness and in-
definiteness in study. 1< open the Bible and read
a chapter does not necessarily mesn to aequire any
definite information. The faet is, the more me-
chanical the objeet becomes, the less the probabil-
ity is that definite results will follow suech a
method.  But if you set a group of young people
to searching for something detinite in a book of
the Bible, you add zest to the undertaking Tf you
tell a company of bhoys to stir among the leaves
that cover the wround in autumn and possibly thes
will find something valuable, you may enlist then
a little while; but if you tell them yon have lost
a dinmond in those leaves, amd that if they find
it they will be rewarded, the search will be a to-
tally different matter. 1 omee set a group of
voung people to the task of writing me a paper i
their own language, telling me all they coulid
leawn in the Gospel of Matthew on the subject.
"The Kingdom of God.” When this task was e
pletted, T asked them to write a similar pajpwer,
giving me all the information they could obtain
from the Book of Galatians on the subjeet of
“Faith;” and similarly with the other books of
the Bible. I was amazed and delighted at the re-
sult, and surprised at the capacity of many young
people to grasp the truth as stated in the Serip-
ture language. In my own mind a cardinal prin-
ciple in Bible study is just this, to set a definite
task before those whom we are seeking to guide.

Again, I would commend most heartily the old-
fashioned method of memorizing Seripture. I be-
lieve that nothing in the end quickens the grati-
tude of children to parents more in after life than

this habit fixed upon them. Many of the most
beautiful texts of Seripture are thus fixed in the
memory and are a permanent enfichment of life
and character. I know one household in which the
custom 18 for each member of the family to repeat
a verse of Seripture at the breakfast table each
morning. This, as you see, necessitates much
hunting for the Seripture, and will, upon the
tenacious memories of children, fix many vital
Biblieal truths.

Then, too, T think the study of the Bible hy
books is one of the most fruitful of all methods,
There are many works which have been printed,
giving outlines of the books of the Bible, indicat-
ing the leading thought contained in the various
books, and these might be taken as a guide in such
studies. Then, too, how fruitful would be the
study of some of the great biographies of the
Bible. Take the life of Abraham or the life of
Moses, or that of David, or of Paul, and study
the life and carcer of such characters. Beyond
all question, such studies would prove helpful.
Then, of conrse, the gricat iiln'lrrinl-.s‘ would be
studied, and this iz of the utmost importance.

These are of course only o few of many sug-
gestions that might he made. The greatest thing
of ull 1s not ways of doing it so much as the
will to do it. The resolve to do this work. delib-
erately formed in the fear of God and with a
proper appreciation of the diffienltice in the way
and of the advantapes which will follow, atid a
persistent effort to carry out the resolve, will in
time bring results which will be oeccasion for
lasting joy.

SATAN'S WILES.

Ill 4 SCrIon on Satan's \\'iin-q. “l'\. “:n.:h Me-
Millan has this brilliaut illustration:  “There 1s
a kind of lizard which lives in the sandy deserts
of Arabin. Its !lnl!,\' is =0 like the sand that it
cannot be distinguished from it at a little dis-
tnnee. But it has on vach sude of i1s moutl a fold

ar skin of a very Light erimison color, which the
creature can blow out inte the form of a round

blossom and in this stare it looks exaetly like a
little red Hower which grows sbundantly in the
sunds.  Inscets are attracnad 1o this ecurious ob-
jeet, mistaking it for a real flower that has honey
in it for them, and I!Jl_\' .'I['[‘I"l'.'ll'll the mouth of
the lizard withoot tear, when ther are immediately
cpnpped upe There s also an fuscet conmon in
India whieh foeds pon other inseet=, el in order
tooeatel them, peos ong Like the hzavd T have de-
hl‘!’ilu-li, !hv appenranee n!- ‘.]Il' TInun I frf un -'r-‘IIitL
[t< legs are made Tatter and broader than those
of any other imscer: they are colored o beantiful
pink hue and they ray oont frowm the body of the
imseet exuctly like the potals of a beautiful fower.
Inscets are deecived by this wonderful likeness to
the lil‘l:-‘snm:a whieh !||1'_\' I'l'r-mlt'm. for the sake of
their hulll‘}'. il lllr N oot ]||-|'a- without -w'n.-;liriun
il are i“l'lTIl'l“.'lllI_\' caneht ]-.\ their treacherons
s, NII\\' !]!i&é 19 the wav in \\'}I-\l']: my text [l'”-
us that Satan deceives those whom hie wishes 10
tempt to their ruin.”

PROOF THAT DISHONESTY IS NEWS,

That was a fine story which the Associated
Press gave us the other day from the eapital—an
aeconnt of the trip made by a young wan in the
employ of the Treasury Department from Wash-
ington to New York., e was just “a eommon
clerk™ Hpun o B1.800 ~;||:|r}'. And to save cost of
expressape he earried 85000000 in signed bills
from one eity to the other, unbonded and unat
tended, If, as the uneodly assert, “Fyery man has
his price. that young fellow’s price mnst be pret
ty high, Fine as sach an esmuple 15, 11 does not
detract from his just honor to sav that we know
plenty like him. That the papers gave him half
a dozen lines and somee cnibezzler of a thousand
or two half a colummn, shows that not honesty bt
dishonesty is “news.” ~The Interior

A HINT,

A journalist telegraphed his paper to know if
they would accept a certain story.  “Send six
hundred words.” “Can’t be told in less than
twelve hundred,” protested the writer. To which
the editor responded: “Story of ecreation of the
world told in six hundred. Try it. Let our cor-
respondents take the hint.—W.siern Recorder.

FROM A HOME MISSION SPEECH BY B. D.
GRAY, THE NEW SECRETARY.

“In Kansas Oity,” said Dr. Gray, “I went
through the stockyards. I saw thousands upon
thousands of cattle, As I walked I saw a mag-
nificent steer. He was lying down. My! what a
magnificent fellow he was. I touched him and
said: *Come, old fellow, let’s see how big you are
and how powerful.” He looked at me as if to say,
‘Do you mean it? I'm doing very well. I don’t
sce any necessity for getting up.” 1 said, ‘Yes, get
up. old fellow; let’s see what you can do” Now,
there are not a dozen men here hardiy, who could
tell how that steer got up. No, his head didn’t
come: up first. He made a motion or two with
his l?-ud and then up came his great hindquarters,
he shook himself and stood looking upon me.
There was motion and meat and that makes mo-
mentum. I thought of the possibilities of that
great beast, if he could be led out where they
could be put into play. Oh, Baptists, get up. If
your head docsn’t get into play get up, shake your-
sclf, put forth the mighty powers that are lying
dormant within you and press forward into the
great work that God has for you to do.”

HE HAD No ROOM FOR A TON OF COAL

Dr. Gray sopke of our work among the negroes
and said Cleveland had never uttered a greater
truth than when he said “the man nearest the bur-
den must lift it.” The negro problem must be
sulved by the South, we must lift the burden.
And it is a burden. I need only tell you the story
of Dr. Burrows. He went to an old negro and
saidd: ‘Unele Jack, I want to give you a Christ-
mas present and I hardly know whether to give
you a quart of whiskey, or a ton of coal.” The old
man scratched his head, smiled a knowing smile
and said: ‘Now, boss, you know mitey well I
ain’ got no room 'round my house fer a whole ton
et coal.”

DOCTRINAL INSTABILITY.

Christendom says that fifty thousand Protes-
tants in this country become Catholies every
vear, while no one knows the vast number of
Catholies who become Protestants. A number of
P'rotestants likewise go from one denomination
to another, Baptists are not free from this free
mterchange.  This suggests a surprising amount
of doctrinal  instability. Immigration explains
part of it, but by no means all. Lack of denomi-
national training explains more. Surely we Bap-
tists need a new grip on our doetrines, if we are
to hold our young people. This is a eall for Bap-
tisticistn or DBaptistism, whatever you wish to call
it. We need to emphasize anew the significance of
our Baptist doetrines. We need to do it at once
and earnestly. We need Baptist pride, if you will
that is not bitter, but gentle and firm, winning
while uggressive—Baptist Argus.

RIGHT!

The Buptist Standard, in discussing the success
of the Methodist “Twenticth Century Fund,” of
$20,000,000, which the Methodists raised in 1901-
1902, gttributes it to the wide eirculation of the
denominational papers of that church., It says
that the 1,100,00Q of Northern Baptists do not
subseribe to more than 140,000 copies of Baptist
weekly papers; but that the Northern Methodist
pupers have n combined eirculation of more than
MO.000 capies.  And henee their suceess,

HELPFUL.

One of the most helpfal changes in the revised
version of the Bible 18 found in Jude 24. The
King James version reads “is able to keep you
from falling,” the revised reads “is able to guard
von from stumbling.”  The latter expresses a
spiritual  truth  much  more  comforting  and
strengthening,  Instead of merely saving from
harm, the Lord saves from peril-——Watehman

(iod send a blessed Christmns
To every patient life;
A little resting from the toil,
A surcease of the strife,
May Faith breathe words of gentle ehoer.
Hope point to roses blowing near,
And tender Love and friends sincere
Make this a blessed Christmas!
—8Selected.




