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PROGRESS OF KNOWLEDGE.

. DESPRUCTION OF BOOKS AND MANUSCRIPTS,
- ‘Our principal and secondary titles to the pre-
sent article seem to be at war with each other.—
"T'he destraction of books would naturally imply
a ptrograde of knowledge, rather than progrsss.

~ But ourobject s to show the reader some of the

- difficultics avhich knowledee, in its march, kas

been obliged to encounter, - :
It i3 remarkable that ‘conquerors, in the mo-
ment of ¥ietory, or i the unsparing devastation
W tro}’il‘ll_‘; ~wmen, but have even ‘ecarriéd ~1!‘-ir ven-
lv . geance to beoks. . - 0
! Ancient history records how the Persians, from
* hatred ofthe religion of the Phanicians and the
- Egyptians, destroyed their books, of which Euse-
_ bius notices they possessed a great pumber. A
remarkable, anecdate is recorded of the Grecian
libraries; ona at Guidus was burnt by the sect of
.~ Iippocrates, because the Guidians refused to fol-
~ low the doetrines of their master. ~. _

'Thae Romans burnt the bogks of the Jews, of
the Christians, and the philesopliers; the Jews
burat the books of ‘the Christians and the Pa-
grans; and the Christians burnt the books of the
Pazans and the Jews. - The greater part of the

i

books of Origen and other heéréties were couti-’

nually burnt by the orthodox party.  Gibbon pa-
thetically deseribes the empty library of Alexan.
dria, after the Christians had destroyedit,  *The

valuable ibrary of Alexandria was pillaged or

destroyed : and near twenty years afterwards,
the ‘appearance of the emply sheles excited the
regref and indignation of every spectator, whose
miod was not totally darkened by ‘relizious pre-
Sl 57 X : s I .

The realling ofthe Jewish Talmud has been
forbidden by varivus edicts, of the Emperor Jus-
timan, of many of the French and Spanish kings,

-and numbers of popes. ~ All the cppies were or- |

deredto be burng; the intrepid, perseverance of
the Jews themselves prcsv_r\'mf that work from
annihilation. | In 1569, twelve thousand copies
were thrown iuto the flames at Cremona. -

| 'The first inissionaries to the Mexicans,” suspi-
¢ious that superstiticn was mixed with all their
_paintings, attacked the chief schoo] of these ar-
tists; and collecting, in the marketiplace, n title
.l?iounmin ol these precious records; they sat fire
toit, and buried inthe ashes the meitory of ma-
gff mostinteresting events. Afterwards, sensi

e

from the wmouths of the Indians';' but the In-
dians were indignantly silent: when they at-
temyted: to collect the remains of these painted
histories, the patrictic Mexican usually buried
‘in concealment the remaining records of his
country, - 1 . AL G
The story of the Caliph Omar proclaiming
Lthrough the kingdo , at'the taking of Alexau-
dria, that the Koran contained every thing
which was useful to believe and to knew, and he
sherefore ordered all the books 'in the Alexan-
drian library'to be distributed to the masters of
the baths, amounting to 4000, to be azed in heat-
in7 their stoves for a period of six months, mo-
dern paradox would attempt to deny.  But the

of their rage, haye nit been satisfigd with des-
tomless sea !

bftheir errer, they tried to colicet mformation |

|world, says Mr. Roscoe, he lost his tresures |—

So pungent was his grief on this oceasion, that,
gecording to the relation of one of his country-
wen, his hair became suddenly white.

About the year 1700, Fudde, a Duatchman,
went 1o China to instruct hiwgelfin the language,
and in whatever was remarkable inthis gingufur
people. - He succeeded to the dignity of a man-

i

this {-‘l%nmct.er, and returned to Europe with a
collection of observations, the cherished labor of
thirty years ; and all these were sunk in the bot-

The great Pinellian library, after the death of
its illustrious professor, filled three vessels, to be
conveyed to Naples. Pursued by corsairs, one
of the vessels way taken; but the pirates finding
nothing on board|Lut bogks, threw them all into
the sea: suct was the fate of a great portion of
this famous libravy., National lg raries have of-
ten perished at sea, from the circumstance of con-
juemrs transporting them into their own king-

g S | Bl !

Many works that were not destroyed by de-
sign, are also missing, - Of the history of Poly-
bius, which once contained forty books, we have
now only five; ofthe historical library of Diodo-
rus Siculus, fifleen books only remain out of for-
ty; and half of the Reman antiquities of Diony-
sius Halicarnassus has perished. Of theeighty
books of the history of Dion Cassius, twenty five
only remain. The present opening book of Am-
‘mianus Marcellinus is entitled the fourteenth,—
' Livy’s history censisted of one hundred and forty
(tooks, .and we only pessess thirty-five of that
i rleasmg historian. - What a treasure has been
| lost in the thirty beoks of Tacitus! little more
than four remain,

“We have lost two precious works in aneient
biography: Varro wrote the lives of seven hun-
' dred illustripps Romans, and Atticus, the friend
lof Cicero, compased another on the actions of
111‘19. great mgn among the Romans. Thes¢ werks
| were enriched with portraits. ’
~The losses which the peetical world has sus-
Haimed are sufficiently known by those who are
'conversant withthe ({:w invaluable fragments of
| Menander. Even of Hschylus, Sophocles, and
| Euripides, who each wrote.about one hundred
| dramas, seven-only have been preserved, "and
nineteen of Euripides. Ofthe one huadredand
thirty comedies of Plautus, we only inherit twen-

ROMAN CATHOLICS IN THE VALLEY.

1ish under the head of “Foreign comspiracy,” &ec.
Theyare suspended for a week ortwe, Wein-
sert, from the Christian Watchman, an extract
from a letter to the editor from a gentleman in 11-
linois, and leavethe statemwnli’our readers

as matter of reflection. |

I will say to you, that all which can now be
done by all christendom, would not save the Val

ley frdm having a majority of Catholics in ten
'yeaLs. You can have no idea of the floods of

tale would not basingular even weré it true: it
 perfectly su ;{S,":j‘l character of a_bigot, a barba-
 yian, and a blockhead. A similar-event _once
happened in Persia. - When Abdoolah, who in
the third ceantury of the Mohammedan @ra,- go-

" verned IChorasan, was presented at Nishapoor
witha MS., which was shownas a literary curi-
osity, he asked the title of it, and was told it was
the tale of Wamick and Oozra, composed by the
-great poet Noshirwan. On this. Abdoolah ob-
served, that-those of his country and faith had no-
thing to do ‘with any cther book than the Koran;
and that the composition of an idolater must be
detestable!  Not only he deelined aceepting it,
at ordered it to be burnt o his presence ; and
{itfther issued a proclamation dommanding all

Persian MSS8., which shouldbe found within the

Germans, principally from Austria, that are pour-
ing into the Valfe‘ ,all Catholics. In St Louis
alone, the large church is filled every Sunday,
at ten o'clock, with a German audiencé who hear
mass, and have, afterwayds a sermon in German.
All 'these emigrants came the present year.—

| They are nothing to the numbers that have gone

into the,country.  Every steam boat brings mere
or less. * Accounts that may be relied on, say that
large bodies are coming next year from Austria,
the Catholic cantons of Switzerland, and the dif-
ferent stutes of Germany. Congress, you kngw,
| has granted atownship of land to a body of Péles.
Their agents are here finding a place to lccate
their grant. That township will be a rallying
P point” for that peoplé; and t\_‘:e agents state that
- many thousands of* their colintyymen now seat-

darine ; travelled through the provinces ander’

' work.

ty ofthe more imperfect. 4
: | zo band in hand in this great work. To break

i . We have three or four more artieles yet to pub- |

FROM TUE BAPTIST REPOSITORY.
FROM LIBERTIA

\ Monrovia, Africa Oc}. 6, 1834.
- Dear Brorner,—It is with pleasure I em-
brace an oppertunity that presents, to state to you
my views and ﬁselin%s in relation to this plncc.
and to the cause of colonization on this continent.
Thousands here are in a state of slavery amongst
the native inhabitants of this land. Tlhere is not a
tribe but what has more or less slaves; even with-
in this colony they are possessed by the natives.
If the foreign sﬁwu trade was abolished; still
slavery with all its hqrrors would exist exten-
sively” over this whole continent. -The foreign
slave trade is still carried on, both to the north,
and in the south, in the immedinte vieinity of this
colony. The natives in this vicinity_._.be_liﬁye ina
good and a bad spirit; the one so good that he
needs no regard—the other, the cause of all their
{calamities. When in any difficuity, ‘the bad
spirit is offended, and they try every expedient to
appease him by offerings of rum, ripcs, tobacco,
and whatever they have: they really worship the
devil, others worship sharks and alligators,—a
yearly humap sacrifice of-a child, nine or ten
years ald, is made to the sharks within_a short
distance to the south, at the Bight of Benin. In
such a case, can the Christian, can the philan-
thropist be idle? What is to be done? Shall
we look on and seeiviolence, injustice, idolatry,
and cruelty, and do nothing? The misanthro-
pist may, but the philanthropist and the christian
cannot. Faith takes the field in possession of
the promises of God—and reason embraces the
safety and protection ofthe colony as a providen-
tial asylum for the commencement of her opera-
ticns—w hilst benevolence lifis her heart to God
in fervent prayer for his blessing on her cfforts,
and ggdently desires that asylums ofa like nature,
may- soon surround the maratime margin of this
vast continent ; and that each accessible point may
soon be occupied By men possessing the religious
and literary qualifications, fitting them for the
most extensive usefulnass here as Heralds of the
cross ; that as a surrounding army they may ex-
tend the lizhts of science and the religion of Je-
sus, from the circumference to the centre of this
benighted land, when all this evil will vanish.

I am persuaded -that if proper feelings were
possessed by Christians generally in America,
and they had a true knowledge of the facts, that
| men, money, and effectual fervent prayers would
‘not be wanting to carry forward" this glerious
The hght of science -and religion niust

'8

{ those rooted prejudices, acquired by early im-
| pressions, requires in the commencement a thor-
ough education. * Schools and missionary estab-
lishments in and out of the colony in every place
where the natives will admit them, ought to be
established without delay. Pious male and fe-
smale teachers, and missionaries are needed b

the master—and may God send them, and Chris
tians be workers together with Him in support-
ing them whilst en d in their work. Will
none of our den&mirm venture to occupy this
field of danger? Who made the climate
Did not he, who said, *Go ye into all the world
and préach the gospeltoevery creature?’ Will
any danger, laid before the gospel minister by
the providence of God, the wickedness of men, or
the malice of devils, be a sufficient excuse for
leaving a partof the Lord’s field unoceupied 72—
Will not the souls of innocents, devoured b

sharks, and of the millions, who, yearly in their
idolatrous ignorance, are launching into eternity
without the knowledge of a Saviour, meet us at
the bar of God, and -accuse us of neglect of dut

to that Savionr who died for sinners? And will
not the blood of these souls cleave to the skirts of
i some of our American brethren? 1 am without
| fear, for there is nothing of which a Christian
' oughtto be afraid but sin ; for all things worketh
together for their good. I am persuaded that I
am in the path of duty and have God with me.—

b cirele of his gaovernment to be burned! Much o_f{'lcrml over Eu mpc,-and thousandsnow in Poland, 1 The Only thing makes me unhappy‘ is. I sea more

by this fanatieal edict. < | ;
- Inflamed with the blindest zeal agaiv
thing Pagan, Pope GGregory VIL ordered that
the library of the Palatine Apollo, a treasury of
literature formed by suceessive emperors, shoald
be committed to the flames! Tle issued this or

the clergy to the Holy Scriptures!

The destruetion of libraries in the reign of
Henry VILL at the dissolution of the monaste-
rics, 1s wept over by John Bale; thesewho pur,

‘part of their hooty, with which they sccured their’
turpiture, or sold the hooks as waste 'paper, or

L _ binders. 'The fear of destruction induced many
: t3 hide manuséripts-under ground, and in old
walls, : -

L

cowld not preserve from the savage and destruc-
tive fury of a disorderly mob, in the most polish-
_ ed city of Europe, the valuable MSS. ofthie great
S ~ Earl Mansfield, which were madly consigued to
. » the flames during the giots of 1780. :

- I the year 1599, the hall of the stationers un-
| derwent as great a purgation as was carried on
- in Don Quixotte’s library. Warttan gives a list
cf'the best writers who were ordered for imme-
diate conflagration by the prelates Whitgift and
Baneroft, urged by the puritanic faction.

| ———ee v 7

"

d Like
* : - thievesand outlaws, they were ordered (452 takia

o © awherever they muy be, found. : s
-'i‘r I ° > = iAtthe death -of the learned Peiresc, a cham-

18 ‘ber in his house filled with letters from the maost
1 eminent scholars! of the age-was discovered.—

Such wasthe dispesition of his neice, that altho’
repeatedly eutreated to, permit’ them to be. pub-
Iislined.“she preferred to regale herself oecasional-
1y with burning these learned epistles tosaye the
-expense of fire-wpod! o
‘Menage observes, on a friend having had his
library destroyed by fire, in which several va-
luable MS& ‘had perished, that such a loss is one
!_ thhﬂ greatest '-.!-
. man of letters. B3
- letters are subjec

il ineuy
anthors to v

‘The republic of letters 1

_ ble losses by shipwree

prtunes that can happen to a
; for thouy

(Greece for the recovery of

der under the notion of:confining the attention of |

chased tie religicus houses took the libraries as |

sent thawm abroad in ship leadsto fureign book-.

Even the eivilization of thé eighteenth century

sent day, men of}|
. ;‘he: —~

ara- | pursu

thro™

one of those learned htalians who travelled thro*
MS8 | had his perse-|

[ est, in ten
| wverance repeid b{ the acquisition of many valua- | years, as the “burning ef i
~ ble works: Onhisreturn to Italy he was ship-|town. Popul
1 wrecked, aadnuitfomwl? for himself aid the | on thisgubject. il
L= i S 2 1
eV ool B b | A '-.

nest five years.—They are all Staunch Catholics’

Lof her hive.  Many-thousands of her Catholic
! children may be expected now, every year.—
| Catholic countries) will gow send us thousands
| where they formerly sent one. The reason is
| plain. * Catholie emigran(s tell me that multi-
 tudes ure coming now, that would rather have
 starved than come many years ago. We have
| now priests, and Catholic churcnes, so that our
| children “will not become: heathen,” or in other
words, Protestant. . This is the reason given by
them, and is undoubtedly the true one. I have
no doukt but the emigration’from Ireland alone,
[for the next five years, will yearly average filty
thousand to the Valley. Ervery one acquainted
with the subject rates it mnch'gighe'r than one
hundred theusand. . But Germany, Switzerland,
and Poland, are emigrating by wholesale.  Ina
very short time, all these can vore, and the
Catholic infiuence is now felt here, powerfully,
and will shortly be decisive. Emigration, alone,
in ten years, will give the Catholics a complete
ascendency. But every other thing works in
their faver. Their schools in the Valley are nu-
merous, even now, and educate our richest and
most influential citizens' children of the Protes-
tant class. These schools are filled tg everflow-
ing. Among non-professing Protestants, the
C'atholics are Eﬂrular. and thousands consider
them the only bulwark agninst a unien of ehurch
and state, which thev think the eastern chris-
tians are laboring to bring about. - The violent
| publications in our religious papers aid the Cath-
olics much, They are silent, and appear to the
world's people 1o be most eruelly persecuted. —
| How imprudent are many pieces that appear!—
| “No .Catholic ought to hold any office in the
United States, for none can be believed on their
oath,” This, and the like, do immense injury.
Non-professors, who are Protestants by name,
can see no difference betweest a Catholic and a
Protestant; both arc éﬁually good neighbors and
citizens, and such tirades are put down as perse-
_ The Catholics of American birth scat-
he West, are very good citizens, and
ad policy to rail against the Catholics, ez
. De md upon it, the course that has been
| p in this respect has been very,

tal to Protestantism. Not all the
“Propaganda,” its priests an

wealih of the
conld have

deiimen- |

the most ancient poetry of the Persians perished | intend comivg to this land of liberty, during the |y be dons than I can do; and it induces me by

prayer and writing, to say, brethren “come over

st every Irr-!mz_—r' has just-begun, in earnest, to come ounl | and help us.’”  God has blessed my ptactit:e in

the fever thus far—I hope and believe a new éra
has taken place as respects its mortality, I feel
but little fear but that nine-tenths might be accli-
mated safely with proper medical treatment and
prudence. May tge blessing of God rest on'you,
and on the Israel of God. Pray for me, pray
for Africa, and may God help aﬁ Christians in
America to pray for us, and to pray until they
feo] and act with a united ener&in spreading
the gospel here. Yours in the and fellow-
ship of the Gospel.

EzZeEgIEL SKISNER.
Rer. Jonathan Going.

‘CALVERT-STREET CHURCH, BALTIMCRE.

It will he seen from the statement of brother A-
dams in our present number, that he declines re-
moving to Baltimore. We L_a_ve much pleasure in
stating that our brother Crane has succeeded in
procurinz the services of a brother from Massachu-
setts, Elder Binney of West Boylston. He will
remove to the field of his labors towards the close
of the present month. The M. H. purchased by
W. & J. C, Crane, has been undeigoing some re-
pairs, but is now ready for worship. Brethren
Kerr and Taylor, of this city, purpose speudi? 3
or 4 weeks in Baltimore, during the monih of Feb-
ruary, with a view to hold a protracted 1
inl; the Calyen-stn.;let 1\»‘; in in conjunction
the Sharp-street church. 1tis expected that
wﬂiilbe;%ed by Elder W ‘l;", Broaddus ; and
a chureh ma constituted to oceupy 'y the C
street M. l-l.Y Our brother W. Crane,
on a visit to this city, speaks in
of the pr

d

ospect of ultimate suceess in his

establish a new interestin this important cig. :
: - Rel. Her.

Revival in Foxborough Mass—Rey. T. C.
Tingley, in aletter which we have received, da-
ted 13th ult. writes—"There has been a pleasing
revival in this place for several months past, Last
spring,-a very special anxiety was felt by the
chureh for impenitent sinners, and 'we believe
many fervent petitions were, addressed to God in
their behalf. The result has beensuch as demands
our warmest gratitude. Seventeen have been bap-
tized, and others, it is expected, will soon be ‘bu-
ried with Christ' inthis holy ordinance. A
protracted meeting which we recently held, was.

son, were brought to the feet of Jesu:
still continues, and sinners are enquiring, What

must we do to e saved 7'

| -

|
1
|
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COMMUNICATIONS

FOR THE- ascoam:*l. !

ON THE IMPORTANCE OF MISSIONARY READING.
1st. ‘Importance of -a judicious selectioh in]

general. 4

At the present period of the world, w
luged ww“iews,t pamphle
papers, it is no easy task for comm

direct their attention so wysely, that njuch of theis
time shall not be lost, anq worse
injudicious chpice of mat

It is no. eas{‘unk for th
leption from the | : _
mass, that hasbeen "ace@mulating for
that is daily augmeénting
pens. ' .

It is no easy task to cjnfine their
such topics and such weorks, as would afford
the most substantial ben
minds, elevating their
hearts, and incrensing t i
them to noble, vigorous, §nd successful entérprise;
preparing them for the most extensive usefulness

o

1e

in the world, and for the highest enjoyments of

Gud hereafter.

reading. Happy would} it be for the church and
the world, if arl ‘ the rulibish that fails of this end
and all that is positively pernicious, were burned
with the books of the E
God and of truth might!prevail. r
gies of the active might be concentrated, well di-
recled and efficient. Then the rising generation,
instead of bging deluded with faatastic trifles,
might be instgucted by sober truth ;—instead of be-
ing poisoned with error, might be nourished with
the bread of life; insteadof being
world aud the next, mighftbe fitted_for usefulness
and for heaven. '

2nd. With this view ¢f the importance of a ju-
dicious selection, it may bé proper, in this place,
without attempting to give @ general directory, to
suggest some hints on the wtility of missio. ary
reading. :

At this era of the Christian Church, when ber
movements are becoming so general and interest
ing, as 1o eclipse the glory of the most splendid
revolution of earthly empires, g course of ‘reading
which exhibits her progress, and present state, the
means by which her borders are enlarged, and by
which her triumph is to become universal, demands
the first attention of her friends.

From the connexionbetween knowledge and ac-
tion, it is obvious, that an inercase of knowledge
must precede an increase of action. And it is'e-
qually obvious, that nothing has contributed more
to form the distinguishing features of the present
age, as “the age of action,” thah the discovery
und dissemination of imﬁurmnl fdets, which have
led to the productioh of the grandest designs, and
called forth the best eflorts of the present genera-
tion, and which will finally resulf in the noblest
achievements, |

If men are to be universally excited to the work
of extending the influence of Christianity and of
supporting its institutions, no humian means could
more directly lead to secure this abject, than the
dissemination of religious intelli If men
are expected to aid the Missionary cause, they
must made acquainted with #; and they are
best prepared to aid successtully, when they have
a clear view of what has been done, what'is now
doing, and what remnains to be done by Missiona-
riesand the friends of missions.

Without extensive knowledge on this subject,
who svould be competent 1o manage the mughty
engines that are coming into operation, to make
them bear with resistless force ugon the empire of
Zion’s adversary? Who would beable to mar-
shall for the glorious enterprize, an lead forward
to certain vietory, '

“The sacra?d host of God's'elect 2”

It might indeed haye required some effort in the
dark ages to prove “that ignorance is the mother
of dewotienaf | surely in this era of light, the
point need not be labored, that Anowledge on Mis-
sionary subjects s the pareat of a Missionary
spiril |

Where is the man, whose heart melted in ten-
der compassion for the miseries of the heathen,
while he was unacquainted with their ignorance,
their delusions, theiy abominable and bloody rites,
the estreme wretchedness of their ** habitations ot
cruelty,” and the awful danger of their eternal
ruin? Where is the {riend of the heathen, whose
bosom is kindled with the ‘hope of their speedy de-
liverance and salvation, and whose soul is fired with
the zeal of an Apostle to effect this glorious and
benevolent work, while ignorant of the means by
which it is to be accomplished? Where is the
nan of a true Missionary spirit, who is borne for-
ward by the broad, and deep, and resistless cur-
rent of a * passion for misgions,” who js farnish
ed fora successful enterprize im that cause, and

Then the ener-

ships of a iissionary life, while unacquainted
,wilfl missionary characters, with the history of
missionary ations, with the sitvations of the

3 the nature of the work be-
' the missionary spirit to
: wledge—what could it ac-
complich? What wonld itdo at hoame 2 Would
the {riend of the heathen give his substance for
their salvatio
liberality could afford them any important benetit?
If so, why is this threadbare pretext so often used,
“ We know not what becomes of our money, or
what good it will do to the heathen.” What would
it aocomplish in the {e!d ? % Knowledge is pow-

What hope of success could a-company of bold
athletic men, i

ed, encounter the embaitled hosts of a well disei-
plined and lar army ? Would you send a
chiid, who had never heard of a battle o1 a seige,
to take pi ion of a fortress, sim

P[l‘l because he
; e man needs
turnished, who is to take posses-
the strong holds of Satan. Some skill in

exhibited a daring, warlike spirit?
to be thor
sion

_ g‘ d‘hgm has be:{:h pr&vedhis requisit:&
at ripling might vanq e champions of
error, “ that oNe migx chase a lhoucar':i, and

TWO put ten thousand lo flight.”

Should we look at the influence which know-
ledge of various kinds has urm the characters of
men, in the different professions of Divinity, Law,
t?;l!;yﬁc, ‘&e. we caulil e:m avoid the conclusion,

t extensive knowledge on missionary subjects
must have a powerful and sahniy inﬁ]gnee tjlpon
the life and character of the friend of missions, and
prodgce in the world, the most effects. [t

18, perhaps, 100 often maintained, that a set of pe-

culiar talents are necessary to the Missionary.—
No man was ever born a Divineora Lawyer. “No

nis formed
orn a depraved
S an,’ :nd

pirit to depy himself, and o
men,and to lmu‘ef the Redeemer of

manis born a Missionary ;—buta p
to that character by discipline.

and selfish beiug, * he must be born
taught by the Ho
love the souls of

| greatly blessed, and a number, during that sea- ot
. Thewor!: i

s Ithe darkest regions of paganism ;to

news-
readers to

than lost, by am
o make  proper se-
e immeasugable and héierogenecus I

uﬁg,'and.
the labor af a thousand.

l_atlem‘ion_ to

ford thel »
fit, by enlightening their
’wys. expaading their
ir happiness ;—exciting |

These are the propef objects of books-and of

Cﬁiﬂﬂs, that lhe word or: their d'l.“., ? Under lhEiI hands

rtined for this, they waken the slunberingdead arvund them and

prepared for all the self-demials; toils and hard- |

if he knew no means by which his ]

er ;7 but power without knowledge is weakness, |

crant, undisciplined and unarm- |

_|-!
waking the energies of his soul and ﬁﬁm
{action, with well directed ardour he
benevolent enterprize of rescuing
heathen the power of : ’
Thus furnished, he it prepared to meetdisappoin;.
ments, privations and persecutions; o pen

elrate
_ the fiery
of the adversary ; to disarm amp
of euc}r ; to struggle with the wayward : dispos;.
4100 Tc
|arm ‘can rule; to pull down the strong holds of
delusion ; to put top:jg!?t the armies of the aliens ;
and fearless, to maintain his ground, when inf.
delity, with all his terrors and deformities,
“ I'rom his datk den, blaspheming,drops his chaine,
Anil ‘rears his brazen front with thunder scar’g »
Thus furnished, he is prepared to toil, and preach,
‘and pray, with ardor and perseverance, for the sl
vation of those who hate and abuse him 3 or wig
unshaken confidence in God, and christidu resig.
pation to his will, to enter the Bames of persecy.
tion,—the martyr’s chariot of fire, and th?a i tri.
nmrstli to ascend to glcry. :
dr is extensive knowleege on Mlssiomrf sub-
jects'ngeded by the Missionary alcne. To the
Ministers of the Gospel too, an
with this subject is indispensable.

toem de-

| good stewards, discharge uu impon.l'lt::l

]
and pastors; and how can ministers acquit them-

| selves in this respousible part of their wogh, wi

| out missgonary information and missionary ardor ?

| Or how can they rouse their pmile 10 action, and

' diffuse among thewm the spirit of the age ;—how can

| enlist their powers in the great work of evangeliz-
'ing abd renovating the world? It is presumed,

that there is not a neighbourhood in North Caroli-
na ordin the United States; which has not a mis-
siopary field in the midst ofit. When will theso
fields that now lie waste, bé ceccupied and euli-
vated, if ministers do nothm&e the spirnit of mis-
sions, and practice the self-denial of missionaries?
When also will the destitute and laoguishing
churches, and the waste unorganized population
of our.land, be furmished with a competent supply
of zealoud, able, and faithful preachers of the Gos-

pel ? : :
salutary igfluence of missionary réading-

But the

is not eonfined to public characters. It extends
with poweriul ellect 0 privale Christians. It
prowctes, in a high degree, their happiness their
actuviyy, and their usefuluess. “:}A :

hopes—it opens and wariss their hearts ;—it regu-
lates/ theitmiiections j— it purifies their desires ;—

direfts their powers more exclusit

Haw many, wagmed by the fervor of Max!y_n, and
stimulated by the pious ardour of Anue Itine
Jutdson, bave felt a pew impulse 16 Christian ac-
tivn, and more cordially espoused thé cause sodear
to their hearts. . How many thousands, | cheered
and guided by the'light of that oriez\dl star, Clau -
dius' Buochanan, or the self-denying labourss of that
eminent servant of God, (lately dead) Wm. Ca-
rey, have brought their talents, their infiuence and
their treasures, as grateful offerings t the Pnoee
of Peace, and with pious jey laid themt sios

his feet. How many thousands'more
starcely lift a finger toextend the blessib
Guspel through teu’ﬂ:, would be filled
grateful admiration, and most cordial

ap to the help of the Lord, did the

al

his kingdom ?

missiopary reading as to its influence on the pri-
vate chnstian, the pastor, and the missionary, ag-
plies'with double furce to thase who hare the min:
18{ry jn view, aud are in the incipient or immedi-
ate stages of preparation. He is now fummiog his
cliwracter for public lite. He has now the best
means of pursuing such a course, and of deriving
the greatest benefit from it. Without the benet
of such reading, he must tall below the standard
‘required by the spirit of the age in which he is to
act. 'Fhe standard of 1520 would not answer for
the spirit of 1835, much less the standard of 15335,
for the spirit of 1350.

Every young man, havimg the minislry in vierw,
‘who 1s aware that the spint of Prinutive Chris-

Christian world, and that the spint o{the Apostles
must extend its benign influenge through the pagan
world, and who hopes to see the day, when ﬁ:.lils
spirit shall pervade the cannot but feel the
impottance of cultivating such a spirit. in himselt
and others, dnd of forming such a character as to
take a leading part ia the majestic movements and
the rapid advances of the church for 3uU years to
come. -1 missionary reading does cherish ¥ this
spirit of missicns,” be will not question its utility,
nor refuse its prefiered aid.
{ By such a coutse of reading, the class of persons
| BOW i yiew, may obtain another view, which in
| its bearing on the progress of the Gospel, isof no
| ordivary mportasce. It will afford him owch as-
| sistance tn deciding the difficult and 100 ¢ften un-
auswerable questions, “ What will you be?'—
* What will you do 7°—Though he is resolved to
obey the call of God, and to devote himself lo the
servicq of the church, as an ardent, apimated, in-
| defatigable preacher of the Gospel, yetthe momen-
| lous question, whether he shall be employed in
| planting or watering ¢hurchesi—whether he shall
+ preacli to Christians, Jews, M‘ medans, or Pa
: %ans ;7-In short, whether he willbe a Pastor or 2
lissionary, may =till remain 16 be decided. Itis
a question which, at the present day, must ¢ ex-
amired ; and with yerfel solicitude and de-
| liberation, must be decided in the fear of God,
| by every intended preacher of the < =Can
this decision be safely msade, without surveying
the yast field that isto be . ccupied, and the mighty
wotk that is to be accomplished for thirty years 1
come? Can he ascertain what of the great’
field of the world demands his labour, without a
comprehensive view of the 7eal and comparative
wants of different nations,—the means adapted to
supply them most speedily and successfully,—and
the prospects of the comparative uxefulness of his
own talents in different parts of the field, and dif-
ferent parts of the work required n the conyersion
of the world ? And where can be obtain this com-

sionary reading? Or how could he,without this
view prepared to fill that public station in the
kingdom of Christ, which the Great Head of the
Church is pleased to assign him ?

But the direct influence of this course of reading
is not limited to the followers of Christ. The res
vivals of relizion during the last twemty vears,
which have in no inconsiderable degree been
prompted by religious and missignary intelligerce,
—the testimony of these who have been gmﬁ—med
and brought to repentance, by missionary realiing,
—together with the nawure of the snbject itsélf—
abundantly prove thatit is wisely adapted to pro-
‘mote the spiritual and everlasting good of those
who have no trae love to Christ ;—no interest in
that Saviour, who has redeemed and who is now
gathering in his elect. In this view it may be re-

to them also, as infinit

ungodly men, which none but an Aluught’ '

volves thie managewent of missienary coneerns;
and without this knowledge, how could they, as

done ot | |

llt:e Church are 10 be trained up for missiogaries |

that lie is doing and iutends speedily to do for -

tianity ought speedily to berevivedihroughcut the:

parative view of things, without a course of mis-

more wor-

commended
. Fn!oftwimnlm,!hiﬂmPWMd abu-

::sm,ime' .
e pemh‘.g‘
the Prince of darkneg,

{

/

it maluplies their scurces of enjoyent, while it !
to the sefvicey
ot Uhrist, and the advancement of his kingdan —{

But all that can be said of the importance of

i

aintance ,




