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Toe fullowing is an extract from a disconrse delr-
ceied by the Rev. Wi R. Williams, before the Hud-
an River Bapust Association, on the 16th June, 1833, |
We hope onr ministerin wethren, one and all,
ive At soleman andanentive perpsal. :

MINISTERIAL RESPONSIBILITY. |

1
|

I In the substence ol our mimistrations, we
pay contract the quilt of blood by delivering er-
ditions of men for the testimonies and law of (Gop.
¢y giving one portion of the trath, we may make
it a virmal falschood, by withholding the truth |
which in Seripture accompanies and guards it. |
We may preach human dependence to the sub- |
version of the gréat truth of human nllligati(m,I

irwe may so ipsist on human duty and ability, |
asto marthe elorious truth of the necessity of the
Divige influences.  We may preach a Gospel
that crucifies and tramples upon the law, the eter-
val and mnmutable law, that Curist came Cx- |
pressly to magnify © or we may hold up the law |
tll it hides that (ospel of which it 1s: but the !
precursor and the inferior.  And even when we |
bring tothe people of our ¢charge the truth sym- |
mettically, and in its'fair proportions, we may |
\ filto bring the welltimed truth adapted to the |
\ snares, the dutjes, and the trials of the passing |
\ ! Wemag be combating heresies they never |
wnew, andiadbetrinaling a Chureh who ure al-!
ady but oo ' proud of their orthudoxy; aud too
ueglectful of their morals; or we may be preach- |
ing practically to those wha are yet iguoraut of|
the first motives, the seminal principles of the |
Iivine life principles which the doctrines il
*_the Bible, and those doctrines only, can minis-
wr.! And we may utter truths not entirely un-|
Lasonable, yet comparatively of less moment, |
whilst from the sidesof our desk, from our peiws
and our hearths, one and another is_sliding into |
vleruity, untaught in the great lessons of ropent-
ance aud faith. © We may give' an  undue and
disproportionate  attention to the necessary, but |
&7 the minor traths of the Bible, jnore anxious to
- Tuinke men partisans than Christians; whilst “the |
weightior matters” of its testimony are, scarce |
“ever felt by our people, pealing overtheir heads, |
as with o voice of mighty thunderings, the short-
ess of life, the néarness of judgment, the wortl
ot the soul, the value of the atonement, the need
ol regemeration, and the prowmises of the wonder-
working spirit.  And what will be the testimony
lorne against us by them, as they awake in the
bt of eternity to a vivid knowledge of - the |
whole Glospel 2 Is there not, herein, guilt upon |
s, iy brethren ? |
I 2.0We ay attract the displeasure of our Ciop
i our pastoral character, -by overlooking  the
extentand the minateness of the duties owed to!
the Church 1n the personal delivery and enforce-
ment of trath, or 1n Lhe scene and niode of oir la-
hars.  We may dispense the Gospel too much in
the generalizations of the pulpit, and too little in
the speeial applications of private intercourse.—
When the Apdstle vouched his own exemption
from the curse of blood, he de¢lared that he had
. bot ceased day and night to warn every man,
- aftl with many tears, aud from house to  house:
i Althongh we weuld not give to these words the
. rigid interpretation employed by some, yet is it
not but too probable, bréthren, that we are all de-
~ ficient in the faithful and earnest visitation of the
flock, and that the trath istoo little urged home
within thie bounds of the family 2. And are not
_ much ofthe remissness and worldliness of chris-
tiaus owing to the want of a more thorough en-
deavor, to follow home the impressions of the|
Sabbath by the less formal and more fanuliar and |
searching intercourse of the week? In the |
world, is not our ministry defective, by resem-|
Mling woa faintly that of the Primitive Church. in
1S agoressive cjmrucler, against the mass of im-
Poitent and unsanctified mind, that neverenters |
© cur sanctuaries, aud which nust be sought out
ind assailed i its ownlurking places? “And if
~nvt able ourselvés to accomplish the work, heed
Wé not in our churches to sustain a distinct class
of men who shall thus go forih upon the world,
~and leave no lmn-u,a, where man is wretched and
man is sinful, unvisited by that Gospel, which
reveals the only remedy of his wretchedness, and
the only hope for his guiltiness? Should not
the wonderful success which crowned the faith-
fulness, in this work; of Baxtet at Kiddermin-
ster, be resounding in the ears of us all, until we
had attempted a similar onset upon the hearths
of our neighborhoods? And is there not in our!
churclies “the guilt of bleod, in our failing to|
maintain the high and severe standard of primi--
- tiyediscipline, delivering the Gospel to the world |
anewin the holy lives of its professed disciples?|
Shall not the blood of the covetous, and formal,
and sensual, the drunkards, extortioners, and re-
‘vilers, that lurk in the church, suspected or well
known, but not warned or censured, cry out a-
gainst us?  Hardened, as they are, by imppnity,
shallnot that impunity beloudly pleading against
us in the great day of retribution?” We preach |
- the truth; is it enforced, and doled out anew up.
on the world, inthe dliﬁ;?line of our churches?
Yetagain, would not Pauul have been guilty, had
“he,in teaching the Ephesians, forgotten the more
destitute of other lands, or had he neglected to
inculeate upon the converts at Ephesus their du-
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tyvin sending the Gospel to the lands that were
vet unevangelized? Paul and the christians
1 l’_mm he now addressed, wo

9

nld not have been

| regards the spirit in which v
will |

e o the stead of truth, atld-substimting the tra-1,

one strenuous and hard-fought warfare,
- may. grieve in secret at the fulness of the net
. which our own hands cast not
| face of the waters, or drew not to

and whisger to ourselves, * Who s the
| when in lawliness each should estee
ter than himself
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clear of the blond of the- Heathen, had they for-
gotten them in their prayers, and confined their
labors exclusively to the narrow province oftheir
own home. Illyricum, and Spain, and Britain,
were probably in the heart of the Apostle, while
18 hands were ministering to his own wants at
Ephesus.  The Gospel be preached was for the
world; and he peached it in blood-guiltiness, if
be did not regard and teach others to regard it
aspoing ont over the length and bréadih of the
carth,
church and the pastors of the present age, with
the spirit of inissionary enterprise, is the
vet a deficiency?  Are not the garmeunts of the
church and her pastorship yet dripping with the
blood of Pagan nations, accessi
proached by the word of Go
1s there not guil, the
brethren 2 .
. S:But the greatest of the dangers, as we be-
lieve, to which those now present are exposed,
‘e utter “our mes-
We may deliver the true proclamation in

re not

p? Andhere again,
guilt of blood upon us, my

sage,

 hiypoerisy, and an angered Gop withhold from | €3use of their pe

our laborsall blessing. - Or, by formality and
listlessness, we may contrive to throw an “aspect
of tameness over the most momentous and thrill-

ing of all topics, and the vast realities of eternity

may dwindle under our hands into a three-fold
and vapid * old wives' fable.” In selfishavarice
or ambition, we may bé coveting with an evil co-
vetousness 1o set our house on hich, and build

up our personal and social interests on the base | Y€'Y sentiments, the belicf

of Gon’s own church. * There may be bitter en-

» vying and strife amid the common members of

one mystical body, and the fellow-combatants in
We

abroad upon the
the shore,
may enact again the contest rebuked by Curisr,
revifest?”’

r
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Vain-glory and ostertation
may be our compaunios in the study, and mount:
with us into the sacred desk; and while the fa-
mished charch is weeping, and fiends exult over
the world rushing i 3

be busily employed in endeavoring to carve our
paltry names upon the rugged front of Carist's
own cross.  We may preach ourselves, and uot
the Master. While bound to seek out ac
ble words, we may proceed too far, aid
the sword of the Spirit by gilding and blunting

ity edge.  Selfreliance and selfseeking may

palsy our spiritual strength: and we may but
beat the air, and labor in vain.
mire, Gon may be writing upen us his fearful
curse as pronounced by his servant Zechariah
“ Wola the wol shepherd—the swcord shall  be
wpaw kes crm, and npon his right eye : his arm
shall be clean dricd up, and his right eye shall
be utterly darkened.”  Spivitual vigor and spiri-
tual discernment may depart from us, while
bowing in secret at the shrine of vanity, Or

carelessness, and frivolity, and worldliness, may

eat out the heart of our strength, and we may lie

-aleng inthe cliureh, the prostrate and rotting
ccumberers  of thie field we should have shaded
. with our foliage, and gladdened with our fruit.—
- How difficult is it, brethren, to guard well our
' own hearts—to act ever as in'the love of Curist

—and to preach in sight of the bar of judgment.
And even where we may be preserved watching
and praying against the evils alveady indicated,
how far may our piety be beneath the high stan-

| dard commanded by our Gop, and attainable to

us.  How little, brethren, is our profiting, com-
pared avith that which it might be, did we, like
the bride of the Apocalypse, stand before the
charches * clothed with the sun”—were there
seen upon our example. our prayegs and our
preaching, the lustre of a dazzling holiness, de-
rived from ntimate communion with Gop, and
sending even into the eyes of the scoffer its vivid
and blinding brichtness. And shall we not be
Judged by the possible and attainable standard
which was before us? Look to the wide and.
deep inflaence which hasbeen gamed by some

devoted men inall ages, who, though often of |

inferior talents, were men mighty in prayer, in
faith, and in the Howry Guost. Sec how the
hearts of the world and the church melted at
the opening of their lips—how the Spirit of Glo-
ry and of Gop tracked all their steps; and, turn-
ing from the sight let us ask :—Why are we not
all such? We needa deeper piety, and the guilt
of blood is upon us—is it,not,brethren?’—because
we are not men of deeper prety, men baptized
with the HoLy Guost, and testifying to the

| churches what our own eves have seen and our

own hands have handled of the word of life.

Are we accused of disparaging cur vocation? |

Our reply may be inthe quaint; but expressive
language of Baxter. * Had our sins been only
in Latin, in Latin they might have been rebuked;
but if our transgressions have been wrought be-
fore the people, in the tongue, and before the
eyes of the people must they be assailed and con-
fessed.” We are crying outadainst the dangers
of the church from the rampant infidelity of the.
age. But, alas, it is not the feathered and barb-
ed shaft of Voltaire, the refined scepticism of

Hume and Gibbon, or the coarser blasphemies of

a Paine, a Taylor, or a Carlisle, that most en-
danger us. Rather need we fear and deprecate
the infidelity of the church, the. practical scepti-
cism of the lukewarm pastor, the eﬂ'ecti\'g athe-
ism of a worldly, and a time-serving, a vain-glo-
rious, and a selfish ministry. Itis not thtj, most
specious or the most active of the speculative he-
resiesof the day, that we have cause, brethren,
so much to dread, as the heresy of heart found in
Curist’s own church—the want of a purer love,

“and a simpler faith, anda more vigorous hope.
' We cannot afford the time requisite to decide the
© nicer controversjes of the day among true breth-

ren, while this, the great controversy of the
church with her Gop, remains undecided. Our
sin against the commandment that bids us ._lo}'e
our Gon isas fearful a heresy as any in the list
invented and propagated by human perverseness.
No, brethren, it is not a fitting season for the
church to be compounding unguents for the
freckled skin of a fancied; or at most a frivolons

And although Gop has blessed the |

essible but not ap--

We !

m others bet- |

Imto reinat our feet, Wwe may’
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While men ad- |

EDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER

heresy; while the
sweeping her street
death is passing on

plague of lukewarmness js
s, and the Dbier of spirityal
j its way from door to door of
her habitations. We have another and a sterper
q]unrrel to settle. The stain of blood—gf (he
blood of souls, is on the floor of our deserted and
untrodden closets—upon our pulpits—upon our
Communion tables. It is, as the prophet of old
witnessed, “not found by secret search, by open-
ly, and upon all these”” And vet we feel it not,
|or acknowledging it, we do notaright apprehend
jand repent of the evil of our ways. |

l

From the Christian Joumal,|
Tfm_ﬁrm ness and constancy of the Apostles and |
early € 'fU‘f's!hur-\‘, when 'r*.-r:pu.s'ml (o the most
severe trials, a strong proof of the triuth of
Christian ity. T ! 1
. That the-early €hristians were, like their Mas-
(ter, exposed to perseecution of the most malignamt
kind,is abundantly evident, not from the Serip-
| tures alone but from the writings of profane’authors,
| Neither is there any shadow of doubt as 10 the!
rsecution. The simple preaching |
accompanied by their holy and
blameless lives. The one setting forth an eatire-
ly new set of prineiples for the guidance of ey,
and the other, by contrast, exhibiting their vicious
Ilivcs in a mostunfavorable lizht. Wherever men-
' tion 1s made of their sufferings, admiration and |
'astonishment are also expressed at their fortitude. |
at the tenacity wnh which they adhered, while in |
the midst of torture the most excruciating, 16 those |
and expression of |
| which had broughit them into their situations.
| Kuowing these facts we are
| led to inquire what there was t
[ry them threugh such trying scenes, unchagged in
iscul, and ready on the first np[mrmlaw, to|
repeat the same offence, if offence it may be icalled, |
| We estimate a man’s virtue by the strength of |
the temptation which he resists: the firmiess f !
| his belief by the tenacit; with which he ddheres
' to hiis opinions. |

i
]
|

of the gospel,

naturally encugh !
o sustain and car- |

]
]

. In omder therefore, 1o estimare correctly  the.
 strengthl of that principle which supported them, |
' we need only glance at a record of their sufferings, |
yand having comprehended its power, we lock for
l some adequate cause.

I- As Jepusalem was the source fiom which the
alad tidings: were to flow torth 1o the gentile

i world, sorhere was the coimmencement of Opposi-
ction. The coemies of the new religion exerted |

' themselves with a zeal worthy a better cause, o
crush invits bud that which was a rebuke upow
' their injjuities.  'I'he apostles and their contem- |
| porary iﬁriﬁti:me, were assailed in every  foru
1 that ingenuity could suzgest, to compel them to
| renounde their faith. "Uhisvourse of conduct ex- |
tended wherever the christians themselves appear- |
ted. At Rowe, probably, the system of torture |
| was cagtied to the highest peifection. It was
{ their ddsign to affect the mind and soul through
| the medium of the flesh. But vain indeed were
lall thei
jand exbiort their osfipring to be true totheir cause
| and the
| while wWrithing under the affliction of the burning
pincersewhile swallowing the melting lgad, and
‘Just abéut to expire by torture beyoud tive human
'enduragce. Vain and futile indecd were their
| efforts, §rhen fathers would lead their sons into
fthe circhis 1o meet the devouring fangs of wild
' beasts of the swordsof men scarcely less ferocious
| than the beast themselves.
|
'when 15 0f 3
rage wigh Lind looks and words, ‘
whose {limbs were being torn [rorh their bodies,
or theif flesh from their bones ; who would them-
selves, vith firm step.and cheerful countenance, |
descen

|

idens of vouth and beauty \\'Uul# encou-

-

i the lastitrump would summonthem. Variousand |

| horriblg beyond conception were theirdevices,
Ibut thelresult wasthe same. The vietins were
‘unmovpd.  With eyes looking above, with hearts /|
fixed ahd firm, they boldly and fearlessly braved
lall the fortures of their enemies, and déﬁu_d all
| their aftempts to seduce them from their faith—
| 'When ive learn that all these tortures, as well as

the scokn, insults, and reproach, which continu.
‘ally asgailed them, could have been avoided by a
isimplc honial. and that very few ever made the

recantytion, we involuntarily exclaim-—strong,
powerfal, and unshaken beyond expression, must
| have bgen their faith in the truth of their doctrine.

e

| our opening beauties ; and an early

- vent rays of the sun induce us to seek repose in

' life of care and trouble.

attewpts : when mothers would stand by |

r God, while stretched upon the rack— |

t
“'miée than useless were all their expedients, |

theiri lovers, |

. 3 . happy season still more useful and beneficial. |
to the tomb from which they pxpected | PPy season atill maore :

| far from regarding it as the enemy of our plea-

| sures, we shall acknowledge that its ¢ont

* - - - 1 - . 1
MT}ER rm.:r.srs "“g"'r" IMAGES OF DEATH. | principle, set forth religion in its inost attractive
- 1€V Weeks ago, when we walkedin our gar- | garb, and it mav he by -
dens, we were surrounded wit X y be, have been the means of win-

h the most beauti-
ful and pleasing object, and evgry thing raised
emotions of joy in our hearts. But now, every
day diminishes the number of pleasing objects,
or renders their appearance moreuniform. The
greatest part of the flowers which then beautified
our gardens have disappeared, and we begin to
have only faint traces of the one r
scenes which so ravished gur sen
revolutions in nature may be ver

Ling many souls to Jesus

such characters, we love to think that a wish o
bc_uscl'u_l has caused their extendpd efforts, and.
toimagine the rich harvest of ood that may at-
tenddlln:lr labors. And while paying a Just
: gmt_’c ! t.o\t[-xt-c!lence, the self-den ring, benevolent,
L0 saintly Mrs Fry should never forgotten. Not
e charming content with visiting the poor and sorrowiu; in
nses. These : Lhcu;lm\'n. humble dwellings, she enters the ;an
! e Yy instructive to | son doors, goes feq 7 : imi
us,  Thereis a period in'our lives in which all | and the pro?ligrito E[}:ﬁi}q:mng{t};g;r}(-rj'mn;.;tl
the charms of spring make gay and happy our/! dark regiops Ofde:‘!p;!ir and‘ EiIL '? d - 1:}_1):1: o
moments, that swifily glide away, whilst we are | the wretched €onvicts ' pa ré{ou a:'ﬁn S l1“--0 o0 in
beloved and caressed by parents, fondly solicitousl the name of Jesus. T e
for our welfare and anxiously expecting fromour |  But it is peedless to mulu
future condact the rich fruit of all their tender Every day's experience
cares.  But how often is this hope dectived !'— | vince us of the influence of wo; 'n, in the rela
Many a sweet floweret falls before the blossoms | tions of mother, wife, sister d.—l? 1.}::-1 fi o r:1 -
expand. - Sickness withers our charms, and nips | in fortune, fame. fashion, rolfgéou.Emd ha ”eir:w:
( death chan- | She was given to man as his better nn;zvtplo d.i;-
ges hope into the gloom of despondency. | suade him from vice. to stimulate him to virtue
We see spring tlowers which bloom till sum- | and to make home delightful, and life joyous- “i
mer, then perish ina few honrs, A very stri-| when in the excreise of th(::ac cmljc zuu{ ’h:“;.-
king cl_nhleu] of death! A pd scarcely a day | eharilies, she fulfils her highg\'ocmiou {)\ }1
pasees in whlch.smnc human being is hot unex- | have known her meekness, her tenderness h |
pectedly and without warning met by the mes- patience, and her Cilrisli:n;l firmness, 1o in 1:1'(:
senger. The days of man are as the grass; he umphant under God.in subduing \'il‘.‘t: ';nd awake
fiourishes as the flower of the field : the wind | ning virtug, when al! other - means St:t‘nl(‘d a-,-:-.
bloweth upon him and he is gone, and the place erless. We have seen the dnm?inrd mehp; l.f\
that knew him knows him no more. tears of contrition and sorrow al the mild 'n l
Weare now in that season in which the fer- affectionaté appeals of an m::'ompl;nnin"( ::::i
heart stricken wife.  We hage seen the pazésion-
| ate man subdued to the docility of a child by’ the
softand appeasing answers of an amiable daugh-
ter.  We have seen the unblushing libertine
bend with remorse before the pure, and dignified
am_f !0\'(‘_1_\'.10 the earth, who, instead of i-ucmn't
aging his vices with smiles of approbation and
blandishment, turned from lum with virtuous and
maidenly yeserye.,
Viee is 10 be discounten
emply and de- Young ladies do not act

- We late to rest upon

ply examples —
and observationma v con-

the refreshing shade of the groves. These cool
sequestered retreats are favorable for serious
reflection ; and our thoughts will there some-
times be directed to the awful solemnity of the
grave, where the just will be received as into a |
safe harbor from the tossings and dangers of <

"T'he reaper preparesto cut down his corn - the
sickle levels the wll ears on the rightand on the

anced i all irs o <
left, and leaves behind it the felds teeC 18 all its forms.

_ eaves bell i _ as if they Were aware of
serted. Thisisa Just emblem of life : dll flesh is | the influenee they exeit over the xwr sex. The
as grass, and all the glory, all the honors and  8ester, the profane, and the 1 nlous  enter

duration of life, as the flowers of the fleld
them man flourishes
Lovd of th,
seythe.

Let us initate the activity and industry of the

like | With gpanity the society of the refined and ele-
for a time: and hwhen the ,E'::iz;! :1:']“?30:]“ .1].~ warm a welcome, aye and it js
prerct el L P - , | o be leated A much warmer, often, than the e,
Larvest ordereth, fills under thi the pious and the exeellent. ’ This oughl no i:::rl,.-
s0. Leaving religion ont of the questiun, delicacy.
. : - propriety, and dignity furbid it.  She whose hear
bees: and as they are busied in collecting and is awarm with benevolence and sensibility, should
preparing their honey from every flower that! never smile on the gamester. who i his cold and
scents the air, may we also be ever diligent in utter selfishuess would not scruple (o lmpoverish
:un:ns:iug those tieasures of wisdom and virtue, | his friend ; the maiden uf~ofllu_°.-'-& and refinement
which will'be our delight when age presses ha- | should never hear the name which she must fear
vily upen us, and our great consolation in the | Fw;;‘ ,” '\t.“".l:w? ';Lfl IUT‘ 'llmngled with blasphemy
final separatiop of the soul from the body ! ‘ :: d"‘“f:“_::r’“ ““t"‘_" - "ﬁ;‘:d dests of the profane:
The husbandmen will soon assemble 1o col-| oo. b nl]nera o o e Renty and lovel:.
e CHARE | . | mess should turn - with. abhgrrence and disgus:
lei.'l!hc.frunsuftlw calth,_m:d tlcpmltlh("m in their from the man who would Pley upon innocence.
granarics.  The days of harvest are the most im- | grdebase himself in the haunts of pollution.
! purtant of any in the year; but how much more !

\ If young ladies would enter intoa muiual comn-
solemn and momentous will be that great day, | pact to discourage these vices, if they would 1o

| when the Creator of the universe shall himself| solve te hold no companionship with those wi

[ collect the harvest, when the graves shall open, l:""-‘-"i’v"*"‘l"'f'" 35’“’ ""I"}‘f?l of society would ver,

| and deliver up their dead; when the Supreme :Jlttil]l;“u:.r““iv ,r:lltltl; !i& \\;?rld st-t'lbellter fathers
. . . . | 4049 L2Llvr sons, belte 0 o » s

' Judge of nations shall say unto his angels, bands.  Thic 2 rothers and better hu;

[ 'Otl | into bund} he 1 & e ands. This is not a drean ér the imagination

1 L e » f ey i ] L . . -

| “ather the tares into bundiesto !.',t‘ urnt, but| agay although he 12 lord of this lower world, can

gather the wheat into wy garner!” |Upon this | yot exist in comfort without the softening, sweet

day ofawful solemnity the righiteous may meditate ! -

ening, subduing iofluence of gentle Voman. -
| with joy and reverence: hLere they Jabor and | She administers to his convenience, soothes his

travail, and weeping sow their seed in the | sorrows, assuages his resentinent : by her tender

| ground ; but the joyful l’“)‘ will arrive, svhen they  carealleviates his surknqs». shares his fortupe iy,

' ¢hall cni‘r-\' their abundant harvest to the altar of| I".“»‘ and seems like a ministering anzxel on the b d
- God with songs of joy and of gladuess, | 9 “‘f‘”h'_ ;

Meditation upon death is proper to make this I« it possible that he should »

- B > ‘ : he should not seek her suciety ; that after the fa

| lizues and vexatious pursuits, or the weariness of

| study, her Winning wavs, cheerful smiles. .and

baluwy voice, should fall upon his vexed und bur

'mpla- | ning spirit like the soft dews of Heaven wpon «

ol ]\riu' hcr; thar

When we consider death in its true poist of view

4

tion ennobles our ideas, and increases our real | drooping rl:mt ? Man must love women—neces-
| felicity. When the image of death is frequently | sity is laid upon him. Shemust effeet hisforiune,
present to our minds, can we deliver ourselves  hisjjudgement and his pripneiples. Tt then sl

: ~ . v lend all her energies v g
upto riot and excess 2 Should we makean im"- | atnl:ld ""IJ:I":':“‘:'E;“;&'I'; the e
'r use of the gifts. which God grants us, if ) ©"'% = ; !
proptr use ;lll _liu giit ‘[“ h-li :11 L:t.:; -gimui m;]q. tion that her influence is ad blessed as it s exdon
‘§¢ continually remembered that ihe ¢ ~ 1 sive., IS she has brothers) they but furnish new
come, “'h‘-fn we are to give an .accolnt ol our | chanpels throurh which her pure principles mav
stewardship to him whom no one can deceive 72— | oy into countless others, encouraging their vis
Would the blessings of this life possess our affec- | tues, confirmine the doubtful, and reclaiming the
tions, if we considered how soon every thing | vicious. Thusshe may becomea public benefac-
must perish ? If we considered that the evening | tress, although unknown, and tle temporal and
. | ot * g < ) "y : " .

would arnve and bring us case and repose, | eternal happiness of multitudes be ‘the offzpring ot

ause of truthy purity
sood rejoice in the convie

| We fepl sure that such conviction could have
' been pgoduced only by being actual witnesses of
what they asserted. as compared with the strong-
est posgible conviction that they had not b't.'('n de-
| ceivedjior else by an intercourse with witnesses |
of und _}ubted veracity, and whose testimony re-
ceived the strongestcorroboration from the whole
tenor of their lives. Iam nof indeed sure but
that among those who were not actually eye wit-
nesses pf the works of Christ himself, E!t'llf-’-f was
thened most by the pure and holy lives of

disciples. . |
Stmfﬁing, as they then did, the light of thej
world,pwith the universal gaze upon them, \_mtch- :
ing forlan instance wherein their lives did not
correspond with the doctrines they taught, it be-,
came them, and faithfully did they redeem their
pledge by living such lives, that their enemijes
were often heard to exclaim in despair, * why
cannotwe find some fault in these christians'?”"
\Happy, thrice happy would' it have been for the
world jifthe same could be said of all professed
christigns, isince ¢hristianity would not have been
confingd to a comparatively small portion of the
globe.] Here I would ask, whether the very
condugt of professed christians does not do more
towards advancing or retarding the sp_rcad of
the gogpel, than all the preaching of its friends or
the opposing efforts of its enemies? | The Sa.
i imself said to his disciples, whep sending
| them forth, “ Be ye wise as serpents, and harm-
doves;” well knowing how important
ese injunctions. Or he might have said,
Imitate me : recommend the gospel yéu preach
by pute and blameless lives. f s
‘much jmportance, does it not become eyery indi-
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vidual who desires the spread of the gospel, 1o
give His chief attention to the regulation of his

own life, to watch over himself, to correct every
error, Yo walk in the steps of the early christians,
so far as they walked in the steps of Christ, and

should we murmur and repine atthe barthens we | heractive and unobstrusive inttumentality. By

. the sweet Juxury of doing good shall be her guardi
!n-m lhroughﬁ the heat of th; .d.l} d(?zr tl:t'- Sl'IgrL'!‘ | an in this world, and thought cannot picture the
ings to which weare subjecte A AWE L plessed reward whichGod has prepared for her i

If this is of sof

frequently meditated upon that better world, and
those purer and more exalted pleasures, in which
the souls-of the righteous shall find a sure resting- {'
place ; should we hmagine that our chief hap-
piness consisted in the enjoyment of this }\'orltl,i
and the pleasures it can afford ?-—Sturw's Re-|
fections.

From the leligious Souvenir for 1835.
INFLUENCE OF WOMEN.

We know of no place undgr the broad Hea-
vens—uwe know no circumstances in which the
influence of woman may not enter, either to be |
an evil or a good, a blessing dra curse, u joy or!
a sorrow. She shares the thrones of monarcl}s,!
and of course their influende; and in many in-
stances, woman herself has swayed the sceptre
of a kingdom. In such case the happiness or |
misery of millions hangs on her fiat. Fortune
and fame, prisonand the scaffold, alike maintain
her bidding. Christianity, with all its blessings
follows in her steps; and peace, religion, and
prosperity adorn her reign, and make glad the
nation ; no viee, licentiousness, and cqueﬁty, dis-
ficure her empire, and ensure the mispry of her
subjects. We might cite many examples of wo-
men who have held conspicuous places upon
earth, and made or marred the fortunesof nations,
as well as individuals : but it is for the most a me-
lancholy list, and we can only say, when influ-
ence is so extended and so perverted—"0O my
soul, enter thou not into their secrets” Unto
their assembly mine honor be not thou united !
% Instances are not wanting, too, and they are
noble ones, where the influence of woman has
been  extensive, powerful, and salutary, through
the medium of her own pen. We have only to
mention the names of More, Taylor, Sherwood,
Kennedy, and others, to feel thut they have given

!in them " ;
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dignity and honor to their sex, increased lhc.mor—
al loveliness of virtue, strengthened the peswer of

" vation by the blood of Cumsr,

I ed to the

| the world' to come.

PIIRENOLOGY

The same reason which leads phrenologists t
banish allpdea of punishment from their moral code
also-induces them 1o expunge from their thoughts
and homilies on moral and religious discipline, all
such terms as sin, remorse, wickedness, depravin
and repentence, regeneration and sanetification, sal
; and the indwelling-
power ofhis Spirit. These ideas are 100 evanesceq!
and mystical tobe entertaired by any but bigots and
fanatics. Old-fashioned people, perhaps,may be ex-
cused for not having emancipated themseves from
sch loose and dreamny netion : but no rational an®
ingenious mind, that has witnessed the late dissec-
tions of the brain, can be tolgrated at all in adhering
to them. Every thing must be dwarfed and flatten.
phenological standard,* On thy, belly shal:
thow go.” | Moral maladies arise from dispropotion-
ed bumps. These must be altered, if we would ac-
complish.any thing; and we must proceed to shape
and develope them, as we would any other animal
functions. Do we wish to make a weak man stoyt
‘and vigorous?  Put him to efforts that task his
strength o the utmost. Think not of lashing vigor
into him. Do we wish 16 make a bad man geod. En-
viron him with whatever things are Fun:_, lovely,
and of good report, and the result will as infallibly
be secured, as thata sheep will fatten in laxurian
pastures, The reduction of our faculties to instinets,
puts the moral nature under the law of physical
cause and effect. They forget that the acts of man’s
will are self-ociginated, and that, without its bwn

rmission, itis under no foreign power; that it
dépends on its predom_manl state, whether good in-
fluences work well orill upow it ; that in all men
this predominantstate is wickedness, antil they
are regeuerated by the Hovy Guosr ; that the only
means Which Gop bas deemed adequate to awaken
the will from its superior love of sin, to a search
after holiness, is, the denunciation of wrath to
come, that the ¢inner may be incited to flee there:
from.— Churchman.



