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BISHOP STONE'S PASTORAL LETTER., ;
Ihe lushiop of Mdryland has recently address-
0 a Pagtoral .etter to the members of his Dio-
.lt.“\l' The subject treated of are of the highest

wractica) iuq'mr}uncv,w:‘lr,\'xi—mr; . '

“ I-";"'l"l"!(-t' _fl“! u_.."h ;i"‘ !4"?’44‘.’.\' I)fl:"

| The duties upprnpr'};ll\‘. 1o Suml:ly are ._mo'. of
“sueh trivial cousequence, that, bemng performed
* when convenient, they may  be omitted at plea-
cire, without any offence to God or | njAry to
ourselves, - I uri:!rv:-'sm:_:'.m_\‘svil't:} those who
. behieve i the divine © Institution of the Jewish
Sabbath, and in the transter of its sanctity, and
religlous obligationsto the first day of the week,
aherwise ealled the Lul‘ti'S-du_\‘, ‘t cannot bel ne-
cossary to brmme forward any :-sk:ripmrul }'“?L:’i?if in
5;;1-;;101-: of tsclaimto our regard. My object is

metely to point out the best mode of giving full [

vificiency to the ebservances of that holy day.

s 17 - Previous preparation for it.
[norderto cnt'l‘::' into the daties thereof a
vout find fervent spirit, attain as much prepara-
tional heart on the preceding night, as time and
L creumstances will permit.  Avoid, then. s far

as pussibde, all those engagemeuts and oecupa-

4 ons which are most likely to dissipate thelmind,
ori feave upon itla vivid impression: of \\'P‘rldly
pieasure or care. |'T'each yourself to] loek - for-
ward with mingled hope apd fear, desire” and
rrembling, to the sacred privileges awaiting you,
wnd remdmber that your eternal  desting night
wien upon xour mode of improving the :tppi‘oach-l
ing day-. i -

Dautios proper fai it '

Wihdn |

i

slze protracted slumbers in the morning, as I
save no seealar concerns calling me to wakeful-

essanid fmergy.” - Butask if you have no du-
‘(¥ ot o spiritual character to perform, thal sum-
o you te be up anud doing; unrepentedl sins
ateall for deep heart-felt contrition ; no graces
< imfierfeet exercise ; no habits to be vigorously
assalled U Ap imparual retrospeet of thi- past
week, and of your past life, would soon hanish a
teadency tostothful ihdulgence, and bring 19 vour
secoltection how muach time has been spdnt
ileness and folly., teflection upon thig if pro-
cerly improved,/would eause you to retive  to

ia

vir clpsets, there to unburden la -__-‘ililt:_."' con- !

sieneey there to pour gut your :stn.ll:f bejorg God
i aets of prayer and prhi«:p_ praise for his past for-
,-"!r'::r".x.i.p-_:-_md prayer for his continued patience
wdmerey. . The omission of such HDpOTtant

Henation of the heart from hink which Qugrhtito
mwaken in us the deepest apprehensions.” | A sk
vourselves, then, whether yvou delight m !L-{r-: per-
“rmance of the daties of prayer, reading the holy
scriptures, and selfexamination. By prayer we
become transformed into the likendss of the b Cs-
ol Redeemer, by reading the Bible with prayer-
il attention we become wise to salvation, and by
s sulfexamination we become acquainted with the
wrmption of our own hearts, are brousht to see
th cessity of the planof redeeming love, and
are mpved to * look vnto Jesus the anthor find

! dr of eur faith.” _
| Public Worship.
® fnthful complinuce with the duties just dou-
wetated, will Tead 1o the performance of another

Aol Thisdaty is more immediately con-|
nected with the Christian Sabbath, as' private
prayer is the daty of every day. It is indeed a

« wmentable constderation, that So mauny are negli-
centand irregular in waiting upon’the Lord in!
tis haly sanctuary. Lo an age like the prestut, |
vhen'so many things assuming the appearance!
ofnovelty, eaptivate and allure the unthinking!
multitnde, and draw them ofl, from the line off
duty, the utmost cantion should be employed by|

“Hiose whose station umparis 1o them a sulutary

Influgnee over others, by precept and example, to
cherigh respect for the Lord's-tay. l\'Oleiﬁg can
Ut mare important to the pubhe welfare. In

-oindsections of the country, when a minister
goes to church, he has no assurance that he shall
fnd his flock waiting with anxious expectation
‘5 hear from his lips the words of cternal life.—
That must in a great measure depend on a varie:
'y of circumstances beyond his control; and.
“while he hastoiled, und prayed and wept before
ol for the souls of his people, some novel ex
libition in the neighborhood, .some tumultuous

nssembly, or strangely modulated voice; extra-
‘agant gesture, is allowed to attract the gaping
trowd, and divert them from the \\'hole§ome doc-
tines of the gospel of Christ. How dxscogrg ¥ei
N this neelect is to a minister whose:praetice
stobe reaularly found at his post, I need not
femark ’ % '

- Poor Ezcuses. |

» |
Otbers venture to offer - excuses for absence
‘'om worship, which they wouid consider insuf-
icienttg detain them from any place of secular
luty, profit or pleasure. A cloudy morning or
. “noceasional wisiter will keep many from church,
vho will travel through storms and tempests,
rather than neglect the smallest temporal *con-
"Th. - Some hesitate to expose their servant
ind carriages in attending the house of G ,
while they scraple not at all, for their own plea-
“UT¢, to expose them at night, and in tempesti-
‘s woather B '

o P W

the Cliristian Sabboth begins to flawn, |

. - 1 -~ - 03 " ) !
uulies, shows a  forgetfulness of, Giod, :ITI'I an |

| “RIGHTEOUSNESS Tg

! Sunday Visits. :

One practice \\'lnich‘fnemils more or less in
CYETY section of the diocese, L must mention with
the utmost reprobation, that of receiving and
Paying visits on the Lord’s day. In the visiter
this 1sa great violation of worldly decorum as of
religious obligation.  For in many cases, it com-
pels his host, whatever may be his secret regret
and disappointment, to acc;-pt the idle chat of an
indevout companion, as a substitute for the pre-
| clous privileges (private or public)of the Lord’s
(day: By this means the worship of God is neg-
{lected, his authority is msulted, the sanctuary of

|'th;u Sabbath is violatedy the means of grace are
allowed to prodiice ho lasting impression, and
the ministers of Chirist are inevitably left to
| mourn over the declining state of religion and of
| morals.  T'his sacrifice of spiritual improvement
‘,is not confined to the persons wlio oecasion it; it
exerts a certain influence on the minds of your
lchildrun and domestics. The former deprived of
their religious instructions, the latter of their
rest from labour, actually robbed of the privilege,
| which God had mercifully allotted them on his
| Sabbath, they ceaseto reverence the day and its
(divine institution. Light and trifling conversa-
tion is suffered to occupy  the season which
'should be attended with hopes and meditations
Hfull of immortality  Under the existence of sucly
(a state of things the decay of parishes, and the
agrowth of infidelity. are the sure and certain con-
| ::v[”u'nm.lfs, Trivial is the excuse for your own
(neglect of homage to God, that you do not pre-
vent your families from attending church, bt
that upon all suitable oceasions, vou recommend
the duty ofattendance on the means of grace.—
Thisis not in conformity. with the nfaxim found-
{ ed upon universal experience—that example is
' more etlicacious thaln precept  While vou neg-

de- | lect so important a duty, there is little réason to |

| hope that your children will duly appreciate pri-

i vileges witich they | see so lightly esteemed hy
| their parents,— A re yvour children now afflicting

1 Ask yourself what has beenthe influence of your
example in this respect.  Iis efleets may be as
Injurious to servants, who, from neglected educa-
tion, soon learn to sheht sacred things, even

with the best example set before them.

THE NECESSITY OF SEEKING THOSE THINGS
FIRST, WHICH ARE OF THE FIRST 1M-

| & PORTANCE.

| . o By A .
A great part of the evil which prevails in the

- . ] il % - ) . : |
tol say within yourselves, I may now in- | world, consists in an' entire neglect of what God |

| commands, or in doing what he hath expressly
| forbidden ; but not the whole of it. “There may
| bean attachment to many things, which in them-
I selves are right, and vetthe whole mav be ren-
}dcrcd worse than void by the want of order, ora

regard to thingsaccording to their importance. —
1! Our Lord did not censure the Pharisces for at-

tending to the lesser matters of the law, but for |

attending them tothe neglect of the greater. 1
Lwe pursue things ps primary, which oucht o
fucs.*up_v only a secandary or subordinate place in
‘the system, we subvert the whole, and employ
conrselves in doing [whatis worse than nothin..

{tony us, and that| to a wideextent,

Christians.
1

it not as a first or primary object. . The world is
| their chief|good, and the kinadom of God only
“oceupies a seeoudary place in their affections.—
| They wishjto attend Lo their everlasting concerns;
 but they cannocspare time. - Now we can com-
' monly spare tine for that which we love best
CThe scnsunlist can find time for his plensures,

and the man of the world for getting money,—
! They can think of these things when sitting in
ithe house, or walking in the way; and every

thing else is made to bend, or give way to them.-
| The result is, this preposterous conduct mars the

lor nothing.  "T'here are certain relations even
| ! _

‘amongst us in which it is impossible to be cen-
'tented with a secondary place. If a wife give
| her heart to another than_her husband, and aims |
only to oblige him soifar asito keep him in toler-
able good humor, it is.what cannot be endured:
hie must be first, or nothing :énd such is the claim
of heaven. _

2. It it owing to this, among other causes,
that many Christians go from year to year in
doubt with respect to their interest in Chrtst and
spiritual blessings. It is very desirable to have |
crvar and satisfactory views on this subject. To |
live in suspense on a’ matter of such importance,
must, 1f we be not sunk in insensibility, be miser-
ble. How istithat” so much of this prevails a-
mongst us; when, if we look into the New Ies-
tament, we shall scarcely see an instance of it
among the primitive Christians? Some have
done so, alleging that it is impossible for a per-
son to be a believer without being conscious of
it.. Surely this 1s too much: for if the grace of
God within us, whatever be its degree, must
need ;s be selfevident to us, why are we directed
to keep his commandments as the mean of know-
ing that we know him? The primitive Chris-
tians, however, had bat little of this fear ;.and the
reason of it was, they had more of that perfect
love to Christ, to the Ciospel, and to the success
of it, than we have, which tended to cast it out —
If we make our personal comfort the first object
of our pursuit, (and many attend the means of
grace as if they did)) God will make it the last
of his; for it isa general prineiple inthe divine
‘administration, “He that honoreth me I will hon-
or; but he that despiseth me shall belightly es-
teemed.” If we seek the honor of God; we shall
find otir own peace-and comfort in it: but if we
malke light of him, he will make light of us, and
leave us to pass our days in darkness and sus-
per;e,lt is owing, if I mist_ak? not, to lhg same
cause, that various ‘denominations of Christians,

¥ ' NEWBERN, N. ¢,

you by living without the love and fear of God ? |

Ithink I seethe pperation of this principle a-
see it §- g
‘mongstthe unconvirted, amongst the converted, i
tand amongst different purtics or denominations of |
j ' P God is a sentiment most suitable to us,

1. It 1s by this that great numbers who lay
their aceounts with obtaiming thé kingzdom of |
| heaven will be found to have deceived themselves. |
—It may be too much to say of them, that they :

-..3‘ o L. I _‘)"’\
do not seek the kingdom of God; but they seele [ o
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God, have declined as o their spigtual prosperi-
ty. Several of our religious denominations have
arisen from a econscientious desire to restore
Christianity to its primitive purity.” From this
motive acted, I believe, the greater part of the
Reformers, the Puritans, the Non-Conformists,
and the Baptists, T do not know that any one of
these denominations were censurable for the sep-
arations which they made from otlier professin

Christians. It may be alledged, that they haye
torn the church of Christ into parties, and so ocea-
sioned much evil : yet some of them did ot sepa-
rate from-the church of Christ, but from a worldly
community calling itself by that name ; and those
who did, pretended not to be the only people of
God in the world, but considered themselves mere-
ly as withdrawing from brethren who walked dis.
orderly. Itisa melancholy faet, however, that no
sooner have a people formed themselves intoa yew
denomination, than they are in the utmost danger
of concentrating almost all their strefigth, infly
ence, zeal, prayers, and endeavors for its support ;
not as a part ol Christ’s visible kingdom, wishing
all zood to other parts, in so far a< they follow
Chrisy, but as though it were the whole of it, and
as though all true religion were cireumseribed

within its hallowed pale. ‘T'his is the essence of
a sectarian spirit, and the bane of Christianity.

I am a Dissenter, and a Baptist.  If | coutine
my remarks to the faults of these denominations, it
is not because 1 cdusidér them as greater sinners

tions,
If we wish to promote the dissenting interest, it

deavoring to make men Dissenters, but iy making
Dissenters and others Christians,  The prineiples
of dissent, however just and tmportant, are not to
be compared with the glorious Gospel of the bless
ed God 3 and if mculeated at the expense of i1, it

Such endeavors will be blasted, and made to de

feat thetr own end Those Dissenters among

tormists have fallen into disiepute, are generally
llllilll'igul?:-]lell by this species of zeal ; and it 1s prio-
cipally from such quarters that complaints are
beard of “the decline of the

| Where they are believed and taught, and their

viewed with sdtistaction, we iar of no cuch cony.
plaints. It is a curious taet, that while 1 certinn
description of Dissenters are Iquiring into the

causes of the decline of the Dissenung meresr, a

mquiring into the eause of its inerease ?

It we wish to see the Baptist denowinaticn pros-
I

| = . 7ol e
make Baptists and other Christians,

the Lord will bss and inerease us By rejoicing
in the prosperit®of every other t!t-l]umm:lt:un, 1 |

[ shall promote the best interests of our own. Butit!

il

own end; and however just our sentiments may
. be with respect to the subjects and mode of hap-
| tism, wel shalibe found sywbohizingbwith thedPhar-

isees, who wereemployed in tithing wint and cumn-
| min, to the negleet of judgment, merey,
love of God.— Fuller.

From the Episcopal Recorder.

REVYERENCE FTOR THE SUPREML BEING,

- ~ .4 y - Nl Alerirr vyl - 3 > 1IN E 3 il
A habitual awe of the majesty and presence of | produce great efleets, will appear some images  of

|

1

must not e b}- expvndnu__ruur I‘Tilll‘ill:ll zeal in en- ot curiosity l!‘lll!gimi with

|

i1s no better than tithing wint and cummin to the |
omitting of the weightier matters of the law.— |

' whom the doctrines of the Puritans and Nop-Con. | DS suul.

Dissenting interest.” |

progress, whether among Dissenters or others,

. Who shall presumie 1o
certaun description of the established clergy are| MY not bein fifty or in thirty years "—Which of
P { our christian deriders of the madness of missiona-

| ry hopes, would venture to pledge his fortune for
per, we must not expend vur zeal =o much in cn-y WE DY i ; . ) :
deavoring to make wen Baptists, asin leboring 1o SHTINES and 1dols, at present frequented and adored |
It we lay out |
ourselves in thg common cause of Christianity, | 20 : o
' g ; . | Bible, tobe disturlied in hié t?nr.-i‘;:m{:vahlu

> ' g ane hern ?
so lar as they accord with the mind of Christ, we | Pounced them’

and the May have

It is that| the infantine cauntenances of the pupils now |

land and as the morning upon the face of nature— |

its 1est and its glory.  So shall we see and know

God in his ways.  So shall we feel his care. So

shall we be his children and he our Provider.

Even as a mother o’er her children bending

Yearns with maternal love: her fond embraces

And gentle kiss to each in turn extending, ‘

One at her feet, one on her knee she places,

And from their eyes, and voice, and speaking faces, |

‘Their varying wanis and wishes comprehending.

To onea look to one a word addresses,

Even with her frowns a mother’s fundness blend-
ing,

So o’er us watches Providence on high,

And hope 1o some, and help 1o others lends,

Aund yields alike to all an open car,

And when she seems her favors to deny

Shetor our prayers the boon suspends,

Or, $eeming to deny, she grants the prayer.

Trans. of Filicaja, from Edin. Revi .

EFFECTS OF THE BIBLF.

We may imagine the destiny of some particu- |
lar copy of the Bible or New Testament in one of
the native languages :

and strange interest would |
attach

(o such a volunie, could there be any sign
to indicate this-destiny, lat the moment of its issu—[
ing from the repository. It mav be supposed to
come into the hands, in a way mueh like casualry, |
of aheathen somewhat more thoughtful thax his
companions.  Disgust or indignation at the first |

in this way than :\!l'ollu-'r.». but bl't::msu I wish more ! :ll.‘alu_.‘_-{ of what he I?ud.-cl I_h(-r:': may [)l’UIIIlF! him tu',
especially to correct the evils of my own connee-| rOW away the book which I_lr' may perceive to be
| virtnally, an impeachment of his religion, his guds,

his priestz, and himself, But a ceitain disquier,

a deeper sentiment,
shall hiave seized him, and <hall impel hun drrisis- |
tibI% to that book again ; he sha!l feel as if the eye
of aspecire had glaneed upon him, and stricken |
him with a faseination that compels him to follow !
whether he will or not. *A yising suspicion that |
all within him and around him, may have been |
wrong, shall be agzaravated, by rc'-lwzulrd perusal, o
full conviction ; while the dawn of the true hight!
and of'a happier stateis  breakitig on the night of |
Communications and  discussions with |
his relatives and weighbors may accompany the |

| latter part of this proev-s ;and his finally complete |

persuasion will be followed by zealous exertions to |
nnpart what he will deem the greatest good on
cartlr. FPhe vast majority will obdurately resjst:

but withina year he shall find one or two and n |

| the next several more,  surne ndering to the smune

conviciions; and then. as it were, iustinetively un- |
folding their new faith, asa net for proselytes.—
say what the consequence |

the inviolateness;, haMf a century henee. of those

in the distriect where such a man is, perhaps at this |
honr, beginning by the intrusion of the supposed |
b nutions |

and rites, as those chriffianz have so often pro-

We may, witheat extravagance, suppoae those |

we be more concerned 1o make proselvies to ¢ 4 ;"'(‘“15 ‘é’ il""'l"l'_""‘ ;” i1 -‘-?"—i"“ “}'(‘j“"ﬁ" ol “"—““"‘C'-‘se;
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party than converts to€’hrist, we shall defeat cur | here an there in that realm of darkness; and we

’ : | might .:dd*m:mj; other diminutive incidents and |

agents.  The possibie efitets of a few tracts, con-
veyed inal manner appearing at first unaccounta- |
ble  to a _{,;‘1‘;-:1! distance from the place whete they

jeen put into pagan hands, by zood men !
little appriged of the dizuitied appointinent with |
which thoge humble gifts left their cwn, have been
delightfully exemplified in some of the recent ae- |
counts of the mission. Among the litile causes |
thus presented to the imagination as destined to |

|

in which we most honot him, and through which| taught, and thereafter to he taughtin those nume-
wo ﬂ.‘Ct’.‘i'-'L‘ an ln{iutnnce rrl_,‘n h“n rh“{ h][‘:ll\?“' [Ile rotls !';(:llllf}ls hru”g]lt into exisience hy !h(_‘ ITN‘SSIIJII.
power of irregular passions and the hold of unwor-| 0ot indeed contrived for proselyting, as the imme- |

thy objectsof the Leart.
peculiar to eminent saints both ancient and mo-
We however see, or think we sef sermons |

and religious diseourses of this day less character-| ber it is, to expeet that many such apparently “in-
ized by 1t than those of distant periods. Kventhe| considerable things will thus zrow to magnitude in

writings of the early divines of this country are
distinguished from the present bortatory and per-
ceptive style by the frequency with which they

Iy in the courze of years.
Y ou are glad to admit how

This sentiment has been | diate purpose, but cortain o conribute to it direet- |
. = I

!

|

reasonable, how so-

the progress of their effects contributary to the sue- |
cess of the cood eanse. Buat it will occur to you
that in imagining those diminutive causes, we have

bring to;mind the character and various perfec- | not begun quite at ”‘:'” l"":‘““‘_“‘—'- Itiga PI““S']
tions of.Cod.  "T'bey make hima grear and awful ingthing tosee, in the hands of the supposed pa- |
being. He should be so viewed, and then our | gan, the book or tract which may thus explode his
thoughts upon him will be his restraints upon us. | -i{li‘l[‘!:il‘.l.llun,‘nlld perhaps I)t: the cause of altituate- High to schiler them améug the natidns
We could not better express in a tew words our| ly selting his temple and idels on five : but how | e i
| idea of piety than to call it—the keeping up of the | is that'lurmldahlo::-u!).u:nu_:v {o come gmtunous]y'

recollectionof God in the : oul, with such thoughts| into his hands? Think what must have preceded. |

cof him would do more than an®thine we can sub-|

nity, levity and worldliness, which we ter our
forgetfulness of Giod, and which is the fruitful
soureeof our departares {rom him.

Landaffecticns as his umnifested professions and de- | Think of the complicated proeess of its

| . : i, | whole: for Gowrand religion must be supreme, || sians are adapted to inspire. Suech recollection | tion, involving co many kinds of workmanship.—
piten: neglected duty—I1 mean the public worship | ’

: eh . L. % = . o A =
stitute in its place, to expel from the heart that va- ginating matter in your own hands, a commence

prepara- |

"Uhis brings the train of the operation up to its ori-‘

ment o long antecedent to the pagan’s recerving |

the suppo=ed book, the event from which we h:u't:;
The keeping | dated such pleasing consequences, but on which |

of this recollectiun seemns to hayve distinguished the | cousequences we are not to be mdulgmg our anti-|

most eminent saints, and to have disposed them to |
refed every thing 1o his will, and 10 acknowledge
him'in all their ways. Nowe have been so affect-
ed by itas never to mention his name without a |
pause or other token ol reverence. Suecha feeling
must be of most wholesome effect on the heart.—

cipative congratulations as if the bock were to fall f
from the sky.  The little cause, then, which we |
may follow enward to such effects—see it deriving |
itself from a <till less—a piece. of money, which |
may have carried its image and supersenption, in |
the insignificance of ordinary service, through a

. . « s i - 2 o v . r . 5 B 1
This was true of Rohert B{_)'\']g, ind he delighted thousand lmnd.-., at each movement very h-ll'mll':‘SS,

to meditate upon God ; it was his oceunation. J\‘tl
the age of twenty-two, he writes—* 1 find the stu-
dy of those exeellent themes, God’s Word and his
Providence, so ditlicult, and yet so pleasing and
inviting, that could heaven afford me no greater
blessing than a clear account of the abstruse mys
terigs of divinity and providence, 1 should vahw!
the having of my vnderstanding gratified and en-|
riched with tratps of so noble and precious a na-|
1urerenough to court hezven at the rate of renoun-
cing all those unmanly sensualities and trifling va-
niti¢s, for which inconsiderate nortals are want to
forfet the interest their Saviour so dearly bought
themn in it.” Here we have suggested the noblest
thethes—themes'that will reward our study, Store
our minds with truest wisdom, and while we are
musing upon them we shall take a great distance
in knowledge and exeellence froin those who are
busijed with the sciences and hopes of the world.
Weshall learn how to estimate and to take all
events, as well those which mock or disappoeint
our|designs.as those which exceed our wishes.—
We shall see ourselves in the arms of a Universal
Providexce, and shall rejoice to feel its care and
own its control. The idea of God present to the
mind helps us to feel that He is Allin all. It im-
paris topiety a meditative character, which may
abstract much from our agitations and fears, but
will add more than it takes, to our efficiency and
comfort. )

ur religion will thus rather be a walk with God
who never changes, than a creature that has fea-
turés and compliances that make with the charac-
teristics of the age. 1t will hang ever -upon the
arn} of the Lord, and root in his truth and pertee-

"wwho at seme periods hare been greatly blessed of

| -

tiogs. He will be to 1tas a great shade in a weary

l
. |
z

| dently made from the version in use before St

to the canse of evil. till it |has come into that hand |
which devoied it o produce a Bible, which inay |
have the efleet at length |of a thunderbolt on an
idol’s temple. Here is a direct answer 1o the ques- |
tion, perhaps querulously asked, what can we do?
) | Psq | ) i
John Foster.

I'rom Butler’s Horae Biblicce.
ENGLISH TRANSLATIONS OF THE BIBLE, Y
There are many Anglo-Sa.ron versions of dif-
ferent parts of the Old and New Testament.—
The four Gospels were published by Matthew
Parker, William Lisle, and Thomas Marshal, in
the years 1571, 1638, and 1665. This last edi-
tion was printed at Dordrecht, with the Moeso-
Gothie version, and reprinted at Amsterdam, in
1684.—As the Anglo-Baxen version was evi-

Jerom’s, it is much valued by those, who are
curious after the readings of the old Italic.

The most ancient Eaglish translation is that
of Wickliffe. Tt was finished about the year
1367, It was revised by some of his followers.—
Both the original and revised translation are still
extant in manuscript: the printed copies of it are
not uncommon. The inanuscript copies of the
latter are more rare than the copies of the former.

The principal printed editions are, 1st, those
of Tyndal and Caverdale; 24, the Genevan Bi-
ble, or the translation made by the English, who
fled to Geneva, to avoid the persecutions ofqueen
Mary; 3d,the Episcopal translation, made in the |
reign of queen Elizaheth. inder the direction of

' who study the sul
- the Roman Catholies and Protestants

[ lished at Doway,

Matthew Parker, the celehra:edL’Amhb'ishop of
Canterbury ; 4th, King James Bible —It was
printed in 1ﬂll,and is that which is at present
used in all the British dominions; the loriginal
copy, with the manascript corrections, is in the
Bodleian library: 5th, the English trapslations
made by the Roman Catholics. The, chief of
thege are, the Rhemish Testament, printed at
Rheims, in 1582, In the vear 1586, Dy. Fulke,
master of Pembroke Hall, ‘Cambridgf-, eprinted
this translation together with the hisho;}s Bible,
intwo columns. It is a eurious performance,
and very much deserves the attention bf those,
jects in controversy |between

. particu-

larly such asturn on scripturaljinterprétation.—

| The Doway| Bible is printed |in two! volumes

quarto, in 1606, 1610." It is =aid to be mace
from * the anthentic Latin” ~ A new édition of
it was published in five volumed octavo, in 1750,
by the late Dr. Challoner. Besides these, a

] translation in two volumes large octava was pub-

in the vedr 1730, by Dr.
Witham. Itisenriched with ut:e-ful au;d consise
notes, |
|

=+ ———— e N

From the ff.‘lr'clic Rt-'.':‘“'
THE MINOR PROPHETS.
The Minor prophets canndt be upderstond
withgut a careful attention to the relative position
in whigh the kingdoms of Judah and Israel stooa

‘to each other, and the extent to which the

wdolatry of the calves was carnied in the latter
kingdom. I'he separation of the tribes after the
death of Solomon, which wad the panishinent
of his own sins and those of his people, was the
beginning of sorrows of the Jewish nation. Uni-
ted, they might have withstopd for ages the
hostile attacks of the proudest enemies: but diy.

ded, they both ‘%1l under the dontinion of Babylon.
Nor was this all. To prevent the ten tribes
from going upto Jerusalem, which might have
weakened his Authority, and formed a bond of
union hetween the now separated States, Jerobo-

L am determined to set up the twp calves for wor

ship in Bethel and Dan; the one at the northern.
the other at the southern extremity of his kina-
dom. But this master piece of state palicy, as he
no doubt deemed it, failed lhrcu;:hciut; for the
more pious of the people and the priests, abhor-
ring the pew idolatry, fled from Israel to Judah,
and materially strengthened the two tribes which
clung to the house of David 2 Chron. Ni. 13—17
The prophets were especially, raised’ up to re-
buke this idolatry, and mest of them were sent 1o

| the ten tribes, tho™ they sometimes galve power

ful exiiortations to the .peoplv of Judah, beth 1o
confirm the picty ofthe faithful, and tolguard the
more lax among them from. the contagion of
Israel's apostacy and guilt, to which not a few
in Judah and Benjamin were secretly prone. —
The knowledge of these facts giveg peculiar
pointto tne exhortations of Hosea, [who was
contemporary with Isaiah,) and especially to his

| fine appeal from the close of the eleverth chapter

to the end of his prophecy. He draws this
distinction between the two kingrfpms. “E-
phraim,” meaning the ten tribes, compasseth me
about with lies, and the house of Judal vet ruleti:
with God, and is faithful with the shints.” “E-
phraim feedeth on the wind anfl followeth after
the east wind; he daily increaseth lics Tnd desola-
tion; and they do make a cévenand with the
Assyrians, and oilJs carried into Egiypt.  The
Lord hath also a controversy with Judah.”—.
There is much force and beauty in the following
allusion to the patriarch Jacob's vision| at Bethe!
viewed in connection with these circfimstances.

' “Yen, he hath power over the Angel apd prevail-
- ed, he wept and made supphcation tp him: he

found him in Bethel, and there he spake with
us,”  T'hus, in those very fields in which Jacob,
their renowned ancestor, had conversed with
angé¢ls, and drawn down the ble ing from
heaven, his degenerate descendants gad set u

idolatry of the calves, and provoked the Mos

From the Lutheran Observef.

HOW SINNERS ARE HARDENED BY PROTrs-
1 SORS OF RELIGION. } -
No tl‘*:-'ll is more fuolly established _by experi-

- ence, than that professors of picty are| narrowls

wgtehed in their worldly transactions by the pro-
fc!ﬂ dly irreligious. The particular class of men
wha thus closely serutinize the words and ac-
tions of their more sober neighbors, may be de-
nonjinated the self righteous, or those/who justi-
fv themselves inthe sizht of God by their strie
adhprence to truth and -honesty,  All| the prom-
ises| which they make, are fulfilled punctually.
as they onght 1o be ; and in their buying and sel-
ling they scorn with honest indignatipn any vr-
fair advantage. These same self Justified per-
sons findno little pleasure in the real or suppo-
sed advantage which they possess in |these par-
ticulars, over their professedly pious |neighbors,
and congratanlate themselves gota I*tlp in this

superiority. In their view it is quit¢ a triumph

| over Christianity itself, and furnishesthem witl,
iy

an argument of great power not only to despise
the individuals whom they have found guilty of
falsehood or fraud, but also to suspert all who
profess godlines, and to' regard with comparative
content, even the solemn ordinancks of Goil
himself. Itought tobe sufficient for sucl per-
sons to know, that when they are honks: in their
dealing and adhere to the truth strictly in their
promises and statements of facts, they|are perfor-
ming nothing more than their' duty folthemselves
and their fellow beings. If'they transgress the
ordinary rules of society in referende to truth
and honesty they injurethemselves; |and there-
fore an adherence to these rules cannot be merito-
rous in the sight of God  They ought to know
too, that it is the grossest injustice and unfair-

 ness, to charge upon Christianity, which is pure
and holy, the faults of its possessors. When thes

gospel teaches all men to speak the truth in
simplicity, and to doto others as they would have
others do to them, 1s it not great wickedness to
charge upon this gospel the frauds and lies of

those who profess to be guided by it? The truth ,

is, these non-professors of piety, unwilling to -
come inder all"thesequisitions of the Bible. and .
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