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N PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE.
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MESSAGE FROM THEPRESIDENT OF THE UNI-

TED STATESTO THE TWO HOUSES OF CON
GRESS, Decemrber, 1535, '
low-citizens of the Senate
h‘[o',t - fand House of Represcntatices ;|

In the discharge of my official duty, tie task again de-

volves upon me of communicating witha New Congress.
The reflection. that the representation of the Union hins
been recently renewed, and that the coustitutiona) term
of ita service willespire withmy owa. bieizhitens the soliei-
3de with which 1 shall altewnpt to lay before it the state
of our matioral concerns, andthe devout hope which I
rt‘?l’i!h. that its labors to iﬂlin’u\‘ul-u[c[n may be ero woed
with successs 3 _

Y ou ure assembled at a period of profound inte-est 1o
(s American patriot.  The unexampled owth aad
T-:,g;.crit)' of vur country, having given us a rank in the
v le of nations which removes all apprehension of dan-
rf: {0 onr ﬁ!leg;‘ity and ‘indcpendunce‘lrom external foes,
the eareer of f}"eudnm is belore us, with an earnest h‘(llfl
the past, that, i{ true to ourselves, there can be no formi-
Jdable obstaele in thefuture, toits peacelul aod uninter-

::F:l‘:gsuur::‘l:;-‘gheusiuns ﬁ'hil:ll attended our _\\'cakuee:s:,
a¢ onct conirasied with (ng power Urfl{tﬂe of the states
of the old world, shoutd we notv e solicitou; as to those
which belong 1o Hre eondigi®on; (Lal it 1s [0 ourown con-

: Fes o b |
duct we must look for thé preservatiog, of those Causes,

b whiclt depead the excellence and the dueradon ' of oy
happy system of Governurent. _ L _
Inthe example uf ullw'r syslems, _1'"_1"1_!&::! on the will of
the people, we lrage to internal dissension _lhe :!;i_l'ucsittcs
which have so often blasted the .lm;ms ol the friends of
ireedom. The social elements which were on strong and
siccessful when united pgainst external danzer, failed in
the more difficult task al'pruperly adjusiing their own in-
ternal organization, and thus gave way !Iu? great pr'u‘u:i-
ple of selt governurent.  Let us trust that thisadmonition
will never be forgotten by the Government or the People
“of ghe United States;and that the testimany which our
experience thus far holds ont to !he great human fimnily,
of the practicability and the blessings of iree government,

Yet, in propartion to the disappearance |

. Structions have

e e
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from acting on the subject.
without comment, for the action of Congress, but recents
ly & cluim has been made by Belgian subjects to admis:
SN anto owr ports tor their ships'and cargoes, on the
same footing as American, with the allegation we could
not dispute, that our vessels received in their ports the.
identical treatment shown to themtin the ports of Holland
upon whose vesselsno disecrimination is ma K
ofthe Uniled States. Giving the same priv
Eians expected the same ben:fits-——benefit
tact enjoyed when Belgiom and Holla
under one government: Satisfied with the justice of their
pretension to be placed on the same fouting with [ol-
fand, I conld not nevertheless. ihout disregard to the
prmrt_ple or ont laws, admit, their claim to be treatea as.
Americans ; and at the same time a respect for Congress,
to whom the subject had long since been referred, lins
prevented me from producing a just cquality,
trom the vessels of Holland privileges ¢
ted by nets ol'{,.‘o.gﬂe.es, althougirtheeon
the grant was wnade, hasin my judg
1522, I recommend, theretore,
and such a madification of it us will produce an equality,

o siich terms, as Congress shall think best comports with

our settled policy, aud the obligations ol justice to twy
[riendly powers

[ With the: Sublime Por
the coast of Barbary,
(ly. Thelproper ste,
Iy with Murecgo,
The Arzentlne Rej
wilhii; the ¢
A Conv

the appoi

anditionally gran-
ditionupon wnich
menl, (ailed since
#review of the act of 1824,

te, and all the Governments on
our relations continue to be friend.
ps have Leen tuken to renew ourirea-
! iblic has again promised to send !
rrent year a Minister to the United States.
ention wlth Mexico for extending the time for |
i riment of commissioners (o run the boundary
line has been concluded, and will be submitted to the
Seuate. Recent events in that county have awakened |
| the livelicst solicitude in the The United Siates. Aware
| of the strong temptations existing, and powerful induce-

ments held out to the citizens of the 4 gited States; to
mingle in the dissentions of our immediate neighbors, in-

Lea heen given to the District Attorneys of the
United States, where tndications warranted it, (o prose-
cute, without respect to persous, all who might atterapt
o violate the obligations of our ne utrality : while, at the
same time 1t has been thougzlu necessary Lo apprise the

- sill be confirmed in all time to come.
We have buat to look at the state of our agriculture,
_panufactures, and commerce, and the unexampled in-

& of our population, to feel the mngnitude of the trust
mitted to us. Never, in any lormer perind of our
w“, have we had greater reason than we now have.

to be thankful to Divine Providence for the bl_es-sin,:s of
alth and gewersd prosperily. Every beanch of labor
we see erowned with the most abundunt rewards: iu':'en?.
oy element of national re; ces and w(-.a!lh, and ot indi-
vidual com _ : st ra-p!d and gulnd im-
wemen! ) erruplions pleasing pros-
at e, which wil it cf harmo-

Governmentof Mexico that we should require the integri-
ty ol our territory to be scrupulously respected by botlh |

parties.
I'rom our diplomatic agents in Brazil, Chile, Peru,
Central Aimerica, Venezuela, und New Granada. con-

stanl assurances are receiy

I'should still have H;nited:_i'.l

de in the ports.
ileges, the Bel-/
s that were in
1d were united |

forindirectly, |

by taking !

| that the bill for the exceation of the trear

| to her engagement,

- e

days thereafter it was lnid before Congress, who im
ately passed the acts necessary,
Fra t
vompact. The treaty had previously
ified b y the King of the French, in te
tainly not mere matters of form, and of w
lation is w4 follows;

vention, in all and eac
fained in it, do dec
heirs and succe

h fthe dispositions which nre eoy
ssors, that it is necepted, approved, ratifi

hand, we do aceept, approve, ratily, and confiem it ; pro
mi<ing, on the faith and word of 8 King. 1o ohserve it
and 1o cuse it (o be ohserved inviolably
contfavening it, or suflering it tohe ¢
f o suy cause, or under any pretence whag
| soever™ |
¢ Odlicinl information of the ¢
I;Ihu Uuited Siates reached P
WeEre wn sessinn,

delays of the Frenel Government,
the subject of its falilment, have be
1o congress, and | hav
them liere; I is suffic
ding session was nllowe
to obtain the negossary apy
ceeding ones were also sulfered lo
thing like a serions attempt 1o oln
subject; and that it was

pass awa§ without any

more than iwo vears alter the exchange of

to avote and rejected.

solemnly ratified by the
in good faith, and'not

become due on the secondday of February, 1534 nego-
tinted a draft for the amount thro
nited States. When this deaft was I
der with the credentials reqt
ise him to receive the money, the Government of Frence
allowed it to be profested.  In sddition to the mjury in
the nonpayment of the money by France, conformably
the United States were exposed
to a heavy claim on the part of the Bank, under pre-
tence of damages, in satis
tion seized upon, and still retnins, an equal amount! sl
the putlic monevs.” Congress was in session W hen the

ed of the continued good un-
rnments 1o winch they are sey.-
With those Governments upomchich |
our citizens have valid and accumuolating claims.‘acnrct'l_\.‘_}
an advance towards a settlement of them is made, owitg |
mainly to their distractod state, or (o the pressare of im- |
perative domestic questions —QOur patience has heen, and |
will probably be still further severely tried ; but vur fel-
low citizeus whose inferests “#¢ involved, may confide |
in the determination of the Government to oblain for
the, eventually, ample reteibution. '
Unfortunately, many of the nations of this Lhemisphere
are still self-tormented by domestic dissensions. Revo. |
lution suceeeds revolution, injuries are committed upon |

derstanding with the Gave
crally necredited

. :.I“ b" - L o s
f and efﬁc ﬁdllcy
quently oceurring
of & character to imjpiress
pedyand definitive. termina- |
the « : *his cunsideration, ndde:l_(‘ﬁ the |
lesire common to Loth, ta relie re the liberal and friennly l
relations so happily existingbelween the iwo conntries |
from all embarrassment, will, no doubt; Frave 1tz just in- |
fluence n both. {
Dur diplomatic intercourse with f’mtugn_l has h_ccn rie-
newed, and it is expected that the claims of our cinizeos, |

- partiglly paid, will be (ully satisfied as soon 3the condi- |

fion ot the (Qneen’s Government will permit the proper |
"altentionto the subject uflhem: That (.nv--rufnc::l has, |
Tam happy to inform you. manifested a determination to J
#ct upon ‘the fiberal prineiples \\Im‘-.h have.markod onr |
tommercial poliey ;—the happiest effécts upan our [un_:rfa- i
wrade between the nited States and Portnzal, are Autici- |

sthen- a system of perfect reciprocity will lu:-_l.-st:lh!islwd.
The isinlments ene under the Convention ;\'llll lth
{ T icilies, have been paid with thatscra |
 King of the T'wo Sicilies, ha I |

* pulons fidelity by which kis whale conduegbasbeen char- |
@ - -

acterised, land the hope is indulged, that the adjusiment ;
o the vesed guestion of our elaims will he followed by a |
wore estepded and mutually beneficial intercourse be- l
fween the two countries. o )
~The intérnal contest still eontinues in Spain. I_‘}uslm:|
suished as this strugzle has unhappily been, by incidents |
of the most sangninary character, the obligations of the
dte treaty of indemnification with us, have been, never- i
{ieless, faithtally execated by the Spanish Government, |
No proyvision having been made at the last scs-mmf’f,
Congress for the ascertainment of the claimsto be paid ‘
and the a rtionment ofthe funds, nnderll_np convenlion
made with Spain, ©invite yonr early attention to the sub-
Jeet="T'he public evidences af thie debt have, nccor.dmg o
the termsof the convention,amd in the {oyma preseribed by
| i, leen placed in the possession of the United States, and
¢ /e interest, as <t fell due, has beew regalarly paid upon
“hem  Our commercial intercours: with Cuba stands as
regafited by the act of Congress. {No.-recml l‘ufurmulmu
lias leen received as to the disposition of the Government
A Mhdrid on this subject, and the lamented death of our
[r':::nal!y appointed Minister, on lis way to Spain, with
tie. pressure of their affairs at home, render it scarcely |
bolable that any changeis to be looked for during the |
vommng year. uarther portions of the Florida archives |
bave been sent to the United States, although the death |
ofone of the Commissioners, at acritical umn'n:nl embar- |
tasserd the progress of the delivery of them.  The higher |
oficers of the loeal Governiment have recently shown an
n}lxi'tnaq desire, in compliance with l!u-._u_rdcrs.fror.n the
1iret Government, (o furiil_il,:le the selectionand delivery
Hiall we have a right to claim. )
~Negotiations have been opened at Madrid, for the es-
‘thlidiment of a lasting peace between Spain and sach
o [lihe Spanish American Gnvnrnmeﬂlgol‘l{ns he‘misphere.
% have availed themselves of the inllmnlmtu glV:l:hh) ba;I
" ibem, of the disposition of Spain 10 treat upon the ba-
tis 'nlﬁhir entire inmeudvncn. It is to regretied, that
‘imultatneons appointments, by all of the ministers to ne
‘Ahtiale with £pain, had not heen umde:.lhe negotiation
il would baye heen simplified, and this fong atandrln
‘“!,mla.j"sprgddin over a large portion of the world,
tould have heag Lrought to to amore speedy conclusion.
Our political ¥nd eommercial relations with Austria,
Prussia, Sweden, and Depnunrk, stand on the nsm-al favor-
“ile buses. ‘One of the agtieles of ony treaty with Rus-
sia, in relation (o 1) izada on the Northwest coast o!
America having expired, instrugjions have been given to
_ mr Minister at St. Petershingg 10 negotiate a renewal of _
it The long and 1 ea awity between the two Gov-
“rfiments gives every reason [or supposing the article will
be renewed, if'st motives do not, exist 1o prevent it
‘han, with our view of (he subjeet, can be anticipated here.
ask youe gtténtion to the message of my predecessor at
the opening of (he segond session of the nineteenth Con-
Tress, veintive to onr Commercial intercours® with Hol.
. 'and, and to the doeuments connected with that sabject,
ﬂgll:muﬁicuod'tnt_hc. ouse of Rrepresentitives on - the

ol January, Bth January, 1327. Coinciding
il the opinign 1;?5"“ pﬂdem-' %Bmﬂhmi; 3
regu present. L€
] e ir e s me:zw?m the Uni-

Telaims upon France, as liquid

pigners engagzed in lawtul parsuits, much time elapses
ea Government sufliciently stable is erceted to jus
Bcialion of redress—Ministers are sent and recei-
fore the discussion o1 pastinjuries are Fairly |
roubles arise ; but oo frequently new inju-
to the old, to be iscusssd together, with
Bg Government, after it hns proved its ability to
Be assavlts made upon it, or with its successor, if
OWn. 11 this unhappy condition ¢f thiegs contin- 4
#eh louger, other nations will Le under the pate’
8ty of deciding whether justice 1o their sulleri.ag |
does notrevaire a prompt redress of injuries by |
powesr,withont waiting lor the establistunent ufl
yernment competent andienduring enough 1o discuss
4 to make satistaction for them.
Since the last session of Congress. the +

|
t
aiwity of onr 1
ated by the tr/Eafy of 1531, ‘
has been acknowledged by both branches of her Legis- |
lature, and the oioney has been appropriaied [or their dis. |
charge, bat the payment is, [ regrat to infurm you. still

withheld.

A brief recapitulation of the mns! important incidents
in 1his protracted controversy, will show how utterly un- |
tenable are the grounds:upom which this course 1s at-
tempted to be justified, L4

On entering upon the daties of my station, T found the ]
United States an unsnccessinl applicant to'the justice of |
France, for the satisfaction of claimi, the vilidity o1 which
was never quaestionable,and has now been mosi solemnly
admitted by Franee berself. Tie antiquity  of these
vhanng, their high justice, andtle aggravalingsircumslan-
ces oul of which they arose, are too fumilier, 10 the Amer-
ican People 1o require deseriptior | It is sufficient to say
that, tor a period of ten years and npwards our commerce

! : 3 5 X . U i gl ot Fitide 5 etk tionthe subject ol consiant ag-
| . 3 A N t thouzht1o he remote | Was with et ttle intte reap . 2
pated from it, and the time isno s

gressions on the part of Prance—aggressions, the ordinary
features of which were condemunation of vessels and car. |
goes underarbitrary decrees, adopted in eontravention,
as well of the lawsof nations, e« of Lreaty  stipulations;
burnings on the highsseas; and seizares ani confiscations, |
under specinl imperial reseripts, in the portswf osher na- |
tions oecupied by the armies, or under 1he Eohtrol of
France. Such, is now conceded isthe character of the
wrongs we suffered—wrongs, in many cases, so flagrant,
that even their authors never denied our right to repara-
tior. Of the extent of these injuries, some conception
may be furmed from the fact, that ailer the burniug of a
large amount-at sea, and the nccessary deterioration, in
other cases Ly long detention, the American property so
seized and sucrificed at foreed sales, excluding what was
adjudged to privateers, betore or withomt condemnation,
brougit into the French treasury upwards of  twent
[mir “millions of francs, besides large custom-house da-
tics, ‘
- The subject has aiready been an affair of twenly years'
uninterrupted negotiation, except for a short time, when
France was overwhelmed by the milifiry power of nnited
Earope. Duding this period, whilst other nations were
extorting from her, payment of their claims at the point of
the bayouet, the United -States intermitted their demand
for justice, out of respect to the oppressed condition of a
gallant people to whom they felt under oblizations for
fraternal nsgistance in theiv uiwn days of suffering and of
peril. “Fhe batbelfects of these protracted and unavail-
ing discussions, as well upon our relations with France as
upon our national character, were abvious; and the line
of Guty was to my mind equally so. _Tns was, enher to
insist gpon the adjnstment of our claims within a reason-
ah'e period, of to abandon them altogether. [ could not
doubl, that by this ewurse, the-interestsand bonor of both
countries would be best consuited, [Instructions were
therefore given in this spirit' fo the Minister who was sent
out once more to demand reparation.  Upon the meeling
of Congress in December, 1520, I {eitit my duty (o speak
of these elaims, and the delays of France, in terms ealen-
lated to call the serions attention of both couniriesto (he
subject. The then French Minisiry took exception 1o
the message, on the geound of its containinga menace,
under which it was not agreeable to the Freach govern-
ment to negotiate. The American Minister of his own
nccord refuted the construction which was attempted to
be put upon the mcssage, and, at the same time, ealled to
the recollection. of the French Ministry, that the Presi-
dent’s message wasa commumication addressed., not to
Foreign Governments, but 1o Iehde Ce r';asu;l' lh‘a lmm:!i
in which it war® enjoined upon him, by 1 1€ consti
f::::::::: ll“cn lay before luullpod iulpr::'!nntit)n-'df ihe state
of the Union, comprehending its foreign as well os its do-
mestic_relations; and thatil, in the discharge of this duty
he felt it incumbent upon bitdo summon the attention of
Congress, in due time, to what migit be the possible con-
sequences of existing difficulties with any ‘.'!“"'Sd‘.' Govern-
ment, he might fairly be supposed to do so, undera “E:i'
of whilt was due from him in a frank communicat
| with  another bhranch of his own Government, '}d'__‘ﬂ‘?‘-
{rom any intention of holding 8 menace.over a- ."'?g‘:_
power.—The views (aken by him teqawi nliah(:t:l e
tion, the French Government was sati a'ﬁ .h d ianof
goliation was continued. It terminated in ti ":fi“ ?“ .
July 4, 1831, recognizing the justice of onr claims; np& y
au! promising pryment to the amount of twenty-i P'
willions of francs, in six annual instalments. :

on the footing of American vesselsand cargoes,
“gnrds d of togpage and impost, a_respect for his
: __".'fm"“'ﬁfi_t 10 the Legislatare, hasalone prevented me

-

v
-4

: “The atifications of this treaty were exchanged ?l'
Waskington, on the 24 of Febroary. 1822, and in five

L

i try v ould be compromitted.

L Misister had been informed that the matter,

.the Uniled States had been shspende
- Having, in this manner, vindicated

i decision of the Chambers renched \Washington ; and an

immediate commuunicwion of this apparently final decis-
ion of France not to fulfil the stipulations ul'the treaty,
was the course naturaliy to be cxpected from the Presj-
dent. The deep tone of cissatisinetion which pervaded
the public mind, and the correspondent ¢scitement pro-
duced in Congress by only a general know iedge of the
resull; rendered it 1pore than probahle, that » resort to
immediatd measures"of redvess would be the cousequence
ol c::llinz the attention of that hudy 1o 1he subject.  Sin-

ed and confirmed : and Ly these presents, sizued by our

lure, by ourselves, ns well ug ll)' our

» Without ever
ontravened, dircetly

xchange of ratifientions in
aris whilst the Chambers
The extraordinary, aud to s injuritns
in their action upon
en heretolore stated
& no disposition ta enlarge upon
ient to obserye that the then pen-
d to expire without evenan effort
wopriations ; that the two spe-

ain a decision upon the
10t until the fourth session, al-
most three years after the conclution ol the trealy, and
Mifications,
¥ was presssed

In the meaniime, the Government of the T7. Stutes.
having full eanfidence that a treaty entered into and so ‘
French Kiug, wonld be executed
doubting that prosvisian would be
mlade for the payment of the ficst instaloent which was to

ugh the Bank ol the U-

wesented by the bhol-
ired by the treaty to author-

fattion of which that institn-

ENT TO COME.”

EMBER 23, 1

medi-
an our part, (o securs (o
nce the commercial advantages conceded to her inf the
been solemnly rat.
ruis which are cep-
hich the trans-
*“We, approving the above eon-

835.

to earry into effect the treaty. As this bill subsequently
pussed into a law, the provisions of which now constitute
the mnin subject of dificully between the two nations,
it becomes my duty, in order (o place the snbject before
you ina clear light, to trace the history ofits passage, and
to refur, with some pnriin:u!nrily, 1o the proceedings and
discussiohs in regard to it, The Minister of Finance, in
lis opening speech, nliuded 10 the measures which had
been adopued 1o resent the supposed indignity, #Ad re-
caommended the execution of (he Irenly #s a measure re-
qetired by 1K honor and Jostice of France, He, ns the
argan of the Miaistry, declaced the message, o long as it
hndd not received the sasctlion of Congress, s mere CAPres.
sion ol the personal opinion of (e i;r.“idclll. for which
neither the Government nor the prople of the United
States ware responsible, and thatay engagemient had been
imered into, for the lalfilment of which the honor
of Franee was pledged. Lnicrtaining these views, the
single condition which the French Ministry proposed to
nnnex 1o the payment ol the money, was, that it should
not be made until it was ascertained that the Government
of the United States had done nothing to injure the inter-
ests of France ; or. in other words, that no steps liad been
authorised by Congress of a hoslile characler towards
France. 1

Fy . o PL v a4 T @
Wiat the disposition or action of Congress mwighi Le,
was then unknows

to the I'rench Cabinet. Bu’; on
the 1ith of Junuary, the Bennte resobved that it was, ut
Hhant li_ma, int-xpcduryt to adopt any tegislative measures
i regard to the state of allairs hetyw een the United States
and France, and noaction on the sulijeet had occurred in
the Houseof Representatives  These faets were known

L prapeted,

|
.

]
i

1
.3

I

_!

cerely desirous of preserving the pacific relations w hich |

had so loug existed between the two countries, [ was anx-

- |
inus to avoid this course if Leould be salisfied, that by
doing so. neither the interest nor the honor of My conn- |

Without the fullest assuo-
rances upiun that point, I could not hope 1o acquit my-
selll of the responsihility to be incarred, in sullzrmg Con-
gress o adjourn without laying the “'"'j' ct btury them.
Those received by me were bilieved 10 be of that ekarne.
ter.

That the feelings produced in the United Siates by the
news of the rejection of the appropriation, would be such
az | have deseribed them to have been, was foreseea by
ihe French Government. and prompt mensures were ta-
ken bvitto prevent the e nsequences  The King, in
[mreinn-, evuressed through our Minister at Paris, his pro-
tound regret #t the decision of the Chambers, and pro-
ll'lisfd tor sg!nd. {‘n""l\\'-ﬂh a nalionag ill!p, wlmm dpgpu(rhﬂ
to kis Minister here, authorizing him to give such assu-
ranges as wounld satisly the Government and the People

]

ot the United States, tuat the trealy would yetbe faithtel-

ly execated by France. The national s4io arrived, ard
the Minister received his iustructions. Claiming % ict
undpr the authority derived from them, hie zaveto i
Government, in the name of his, the most solemn asu-
rances, that as soon after the vew elections as the elar-
ter would permit, the French. Chambers wonld be wn
vened, andthe attempt to procure iffe NEeCessary nppropri-

| ations renewed : that all the constitutional powers of the
King and his Ministers should be putin reguisition to ac- |

complish the object, and he was understood, and s ex-
pressly informed by this Government at the time, 10 en-
gage, that the question should be pressedto a decision at

ment of their nest session. Relying apon tiese sssaran-
ces, Lincurred the reponsibility great as [ regarded T to

: . . 1 i bt as naljon:
be, of suffering Conaress to seperate without eommunica- | viduals, bat as a nati

ting with them upon the suliject.

Tlie expectation justly fondéd upon the promises thus
soleminly  made (o this Government by that ot France
were not realized.  The French Chambers me! on the
31st of July, 1931, soon after the election: anmdtalthongh
e Minister in Paris urged the Freneh Ministry 10 bring
the subject before them. they declined doing so. He
next insisted that thejChambers if prorogued without act-
ing on the suliject, should be reassembiled at o period S0
cnfly | thatl their action on the frealy mighthe !;n?\}'n n
Wasliington prior to the meeting of Congress.  This rea-
sonzble request was not only declined, but the Chambers
were ‘prorogued to the 20th of December, a day so late
that their decision, bowever urgently pressed, cnulll_nnl
tn all pl’abl‘.bim}', be obtained in time to reach Washing-
ton before the :ipcessary adjournment of Conzresshy the
Constitution. The reasons given Ly the .“illl.‘lly' tor re-
fusing to convoke the Chambers at an carier period,

were alterwards shown not to be insunerable, hy thejr |

actual convocation on the Ist of Deecember, undera spe-
cial eall, for domestice purposes—which fact, however,
did ndt become Known to thisGovernment until afler the
commencement| of the last session of Congress.

Thus disappoiated in onr just expections, it beeame my
imperative duty 1o consult with Congressin regard to the
ex;wdiency of a resort to retaliatory measures, in case !Iw
stipulations of the treaty shonld not be speedily complied
with ; nud to n-cIunrnrml snch as in oy judgment the oe
casion called fer! To this end, an nnreserved cmmm_uni-
cation of the case in all its aspeets, heeame indRpensille.
To baye sheynk, (in making it, from saying all (hint swas
necessary to its correet understanding, and that tive truth
would ',a;slif)". fon fear of giving offence 10 others, would
have been unworthy of us. . To hiave gone, on the other
hand, a single step further, forthe purpose of wounding the
pride of a Government and people with whom we lmg
s0 marniy mmives‘:fur cultivating relations ol ‘gamli.v ]l;u
reciprocated advantage, would have been gnw ;sin a:n;_ m-
proper, . Admonished by ihe past qf the dificulty of ma-
king even the simplest statement of our wrongs, without
distorbing the sensibilitios of those who had by their po-
si{inﬂ-,ﬁvecmne responsitie for their redress, and earnestly
desivous of preventing farther obstacles from that souree,
[ went out of my way 1o preclude a construction of the
message, by which the recommendation that was made to
Congress might be regarded as a menace to Fronce, in
not only disavowing snch n design, bat n dlicllmng that
her pride and her power were toa well knq\dn lo e!{‘m:ll
any thing from her fears. ‘The message b ""'l l'ell_lt!!
Paris until more than a montlafier the Clinmbers hiad
been i session, and sach was e insensibiliy of the Min-

8 wetalions, that onr
istry to onr rightful claims and jnst expectn '“"m;‘mm.

g ’ binet measure. ¢
d“ﬁ' d‘::nmgu‘ 5 mfﬁ‘::ﬁ: :I;cially communicated
to the Ereneh Government,and notwithitauding the dec.
o e coniray wieh . ot he Franoh

inistry décided : he con :
Ui o ol monacs i an ol i (1 boRoe
the nation made ft incumbent on them to « The
;ﬂb‘ s re ‘n_‘d_lo‘ahy thew 1o evince their sense of the.
Ty ignily, were, the immodinte rec nfﬁoir
* at Washington, tie offer of ris to the

ister at Puris;and a pv
‘ eaé;a_me;un'-lhng il diplomhjic inte

et |
the dignity of France

t proceeded to illustrate her justice. “Fo thisend

P s hamber of
s immediately introduced into the Cha
Bﬁll‘:;: prosp;ting ln! mako the nfmrnpﬂanon_! nqnﬂlry

1
> :

- ]

el

+

blic notice to the
reourse with

L

fexplanstions.

rbs,uif.-d l.:v o iteresty,

in Yaris prior w the 259th of March. 1535, when the com-
mivee to whom the bill of indemnification had been re-
ferced, reported it to the Chamber of Deputies.  That
committee substantially re-cchoed the sentiments of the
Ministry, declured that Congress hind set asitle the propo-
sition of the President, and recommended the passage of
the Lill, without any othier restriction than that ,priginally

Tbus was it known to the French Ministry
and Chambers, that if the position sssumed by them, and
which had been so frequently nud solemuly announced
as the only one compatible with the honor of France, was
maiatained, and the bill passed as originaily proposed the
money would paid, and there would be an
fortunate coutroversy.

But this cheering
amendment introdaced o the hill nl the moment ufits
passAge. providing that the woney should not be paid an-
il the Freach Goxernment had received salisfactory ex-
planations of the President’s messige, of the second De-
cember, 125110 and what 13 sfill more extraordinary, the
President of the Comneil of Ministers adopted this amend

end ol this un-

ment, and consented o irs incorporation in the bill, Inre- |

gard o a supposed insult which had been tormally resent-
ed by the recall of their Minister, and the offes of pass-
porls Lo onrs, they now, forthe first tims,
L Seutiments and propesitiens, Which they
hud deciared conld naot Justly be imputed to the Govern
mentor People olthe United States, are set upasohstacles
tothe perforinance of an act of conceded justice 1o that Go-
vernment aud People. They had declared that the hoosr
of I'rance reyjuired the fulfilme
which the King had entere

recommendations
vl

d, unless Congress adopted the
of the message. "They ascer ained

s refusted roiless they first obtain from the President ex.
planations of an opinion charscterized Ly themselves as
personal and inapeiative.

The conception thatit was my intention to insult or me-

nace the Government ol France, is as unfounded, as (he

he Uslted States imposes on the
President theau:y Ol-la.\ring before Congressthe coudition
of the country, in its foreignand domestic relations, and
of recommensding such measures as may, in hisopinion, be

From the performance »f this
duty he caunot Le deterred by the fear of wounding me

senvibilitics ol the peaple or Goveroment of whom it
may beeome necessary to speak; and the American Peo-
ple are incapable of submitting (o an interferance, by any
Goveriminent on earth, bowever powerful, with the free
perlormance of the domeste diatics which the constitution
has imposed on their publie tuntionaries. The discus-
sions which intervens between e several dt'paﬂmrnls
ot our Government belong to ourseiyes: and, for any
thing said in then, our pablic servants are oniy responsi-
ble 10 their own constituents, and to each other. F, in
the course of their cousultations, facts are erroncously sta-
led, or unjust deductions are made, they require no other
inducement to correctthem, however informed of their

-

| Yhen

| & period suflicicatly carly to permit ininrmation of the [OWn “"“r“"l'r ; ““: _“'f."" s "P:;'rr "“'.1'!“;:"'*”:";"':l:(:'i":'r;
| resalt 1o he eommanicated to Congress at the eommente- | gated upon the sobject, asa matter of nght, by e

power. ' MWhen onr discussions tarminnle in acte, our re-
sponsibility 40 foreizn powers commeners, not as indi.
The principle which calls in
(juestion: the President for jthe language of his message,

 Would equally justily a foreign power in gemanding ex-
| planative of the language used in the report of & commit-

tee, or by a member in debute.

Thists uot the first time that the Government of France
has taken exceptiongo the messages of American Presi-

dents. * President “'ﬂshinglml and the first President !

Adams, o the performance of 1heir dutics o the Amerj-
can People, teli ander the animadversions of the Frenen
Dicectory.  The objection 1ake by the Ministry of
Clhiarles X., and removed by the explanations made Ly our
Minister upon the spot, has already been adverted to.—
“hen jtwas understood that the Ministry of the present
King toak’eveeption to my Message of last year, pulting
a conslrugtion ppoea it which was disavowed oa ijs faci-
our lite Minister at Pavis, in answer,to the nole which first
announced a dissatisfaction with the language used in the
message, made a communication 1o the French Govern-
ment. under date of 29th Junuary, 1535, ealeulated to re-
mwole alldmpressions which an unreasonable susceptibly-
ity Imdlcreg(o;;_ e rcpt‘!lt-‘!d and. called the atllen:iof.
of the Erench Government 1y (he disavowal contained in
the message itse!l, of any intention o intimagnle LF e
nace—lre traly declared that it contained no charge of ill
faith against the King of the French, and properly dis-
tinguished between the rightto complain, in nuexceplions-
ble terms of the omission to execute an agreement, and
an accnsation of bad Motives in withholding snch cxec.
tion-and demonstrated, that the necessary use 6f that right
onght not to be considered asan offensive imputation-
Although this communication was made without instruc-
tions, and entirely on the Minister's own responsibilily,
‘el il was alterwarde made thie act of this Government
f:y my fullapprobation, nnd that approbation was oflicial-
ty made known on the 25th of Aprid, 1835, to the French
Government It, however, (ailed to have any effect.
The law, siter this friendly explanation, passed with the
obnosious amendment, gd by the King's Minis-
ters, and was finally approved by the King.
The peaple of the Uuited States are justly attached to
A pacific system in their intercagrse with (oreign nations.
It is proper, therefore. thnt they should know whether
their Government has adherred to it.  Tu the present in-
stance, it has been carpigd (o liie ulinost extent that was
consistent with a becoming self-respect.  The pote of the
LMh of Janpary, 1o which | have hefore alluded, was uot
the only one which onr Minister took upon Himulftb_gi
résponsibility of presesting on (ho same so ,*™d in
the same spiril. l’inidingdlbnl ':‘I, \\"Il illll|ﬂ 1o make
nt of a just deby dependeut on the performance
::}“!{‘:ml;lion w'lhich he knew conld never e co '[‘iﬁbd
with, be thought it a duty muke unother attémpto ton-
vince the French Governmewt, .that w respect
and regard lo the dignity of othernations would always
eveut us from m}:g any | aEung ll::mto gfiniof-
ence,yet we could never a In any forcign
Government o ask explanations of, on- : inter-
fere in any manner in,tlic communications ph S
anch of pur public councils made with anothes ; that in

esent case, no suchisfignage had been used, and
‘ ad in aformer note been full and voluntarily
. “h:‘fgu it was ec lo-,lh'thelphu-

prospect was 3oon destroyed by an |

jrroposed to ask |

ntol the engagement into |

AL Uonizress did not adopt them, and yet that fulfilment |

atiempl 1o extort from the fears of that nation what her |
sense "f_iu:lu:e may deny, would be vain and ridicMoys: l
! But the Congtitution of 1

error, thin their love of justice, and what is due to their |
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fensive, nm; :n i l ".-_ ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ 1 )
! annesed as a ::"ll:l:i{':n.wn'u no?h’ complied with, i

l When this batrer Com

invite the sitemtion of Co . i

? entertwined the hope S s b (il e

| tended to nflord, of

L of the dificuliies et

| been wecepted ; wnd I therefore
itmy shuction and full approbat

’lhl'! Minister who had

1 bonorahle

ween the two nations, would haye

did not hesitate 1o Ei%e

. v aoc.;-—'!'his was doe 1o

noe himnse i

! =ct ; and it was published to the I"ﬂ:;::ot:‘f“:‘h': {?t:a:f:g
Siates, and is gow Inid'before theie represenistives I ,
show how fur their Executive Las Eone in its emlu\."m:-;

Mo restore a gnod inderstanding hetw een the two coun-
tries. 1 would haye been, at any (ime, communicmey

to “hie Governwment of I'rance : b
{ v nee, i
qitested, bad it Leen oflicially re.

The French Government hay

planation which howor and principlepermitted and w hici
could in reason he peked, it was hoped it would no h:il'.ls.'3
er hesitate (o fy e inaninients s due.  The agen:
aythorized to receive the money was instrocted toinform
the French Minister of Lis resdiness 10 do so. In re iv
to llnf noticz, be was told that the money could not lil:e'r
he paid, Leecwuse (he ormalities requir'ed by the act :
the Chambers had nor been arranged. 1 v
Not baving received any oflicial com
interilions of the Frenel
bring. as far as practicals
rlr):\e' before to the meeti
have the w hole sulijeet

d'Aﬂ"ai(ﬂ at Paristo b

ing received all the oy

munication of (he
Government, and annious to
le, this unplessant affair 1o &
ng of Coagress, that you might
before you, I eavsed our Chnrge
'® nstructed 1o ask for the finad

pay 1l

withomt further explanations

| States.

P The resu’t of this
1 us, bat is daily e
sincere wish.
branches «
| of our ¢
i and the
| delay, will, g
| whicly the interests o
| priuciplrs of justive, s
| being lonce execute
disturh the l'rlelldl}'
ing, indeed, which

Inst ﬂ[q-;;cﬁ!iun hae n
spected "That it mav

France havio .
L her Gevernment.,
laims, nnd the oblignti

ot reached yet
be favorable is my
& new thirough all the
ncknowledzed the validity
ons of the treaty of 183];
L + adopt the course
I both nations, not less than the
O imperiously rpquire. The treaty
don her part. littleswill rewmain £
relations of the twao countries, noth-
| ing, vich will not yield 10 the saggestions of a
| pacific and enlightened policy, and 1o the infuchce of
I that mntual good will and of those generous recollections
1

" Liich “.::-m.s)t cunﬁdl?llli)‘ expect will then be revis ed
i all thed ancient foree.
In ady event, however, the

| . principle invalred in the
new aspect, which has hee

_ _ n given 1o the controversy. s
sovitally impartant to the independent administrution
of the Lioy vronment, that it can neitBer be surrenderpd
nor compromitted, withoy national degradation.

| hope itis unnecessary for me to say. that such a sacrifice

will ;\ul Lie made throngh any agency of mine. The hor-
or ol my country shall never be stained by
from me, (b am, 4

: tor the statement of truth and the befarnnﬂtﬂ
of duty; nor rm;l give any explanation o my official
| acts. except such as is due 10 integrity and 3

cousistent with the principles nn‘iﬂ;igh our mfi::::
 bave been framed. —This delermination will, T am eon-
fideut, be approved by my constituents, | bave, indeed
| Studied their character 1o but little purpose, if the sum of
twenty-five millions of franes will Lave the weight of a
 feather, in the estimation of what appertains 10 their
 hational independence: and if, unhappily, a different
tnpression should at any time obtain iy may quarter they
will, I am sure, rally round the Government of their

choice with alacrity and unanimity, and silence foréye s
the degrading imputation.

Having this fraukly “presented to yon the circumstan-
ces which, sinee the In

: sin 1 session of Congress, have oc-
curred in this nteresting and important matter, with tha
view of the Executive in regard 1o them, it is at this
time only fiecessary totadd, that when ever the advices
now daily espected from our Charge d'Affaires shall

have been received, they will be wade the subject of a
gpecial communiestion.

The condition of the Public Fi
ing than &t the present period.
Since wy last aunval commun:
Public Dol bave bLbeen IeCeeme.
l l.ll'po‘itl' for this parpose, whepeyer the creditars choose 10 regeive
I;t. Allthe othet pecuniary cogagements of (he Government bas»
1 been honorably pm! promptly, fuifilled, and there will be a balanra
419 the Treasury, at the close 81 the present year, of about niueteen
(mitlions of dollars, It is believed, that afier meeting all outstand
ling and Bnexpended approprations, there will remain near eleven
{ imillions to be ajplied 1o any new ohjects which Congress may de-
signate, or to the niore rapid execation of the works already [h
progress.  In aid of these objrcts and 1o satisly the carrent ¢x-
I3|-!-'-«13$nrf$ of 1he ensuing year. it is estimated that there wiil
| be received from various sonrees twenty millions more in 1850,
| Should Congréis make ra® appropriations, in conformity with
the estimates which will be submitted from the proper depariments
amounting to abouy Iwenty fuur millions, still the available surplins,
j 3t Abe cluse of the next year, after de-lueting all enexpended appro
| priations, will probalily be ngt jess tham six millions. This sam
s can, in my jud gment, Le vow usrfally applied 1o proposed ior-
provemients in uur .'Juv_v Yards, audd 1o new pational worke, which
e nof enumerated o the present estimates, or to the rare rapid
! enmpletion of those already begun,
| al and wselul, and would resd
! Present precusiary condd

BANCIS Was never more flatfer,
*tion. all the remaing of '~
» OF money bas been placed in

Eitber neuld be crumstitation
FF unnecessary any attengt In” qur
ition, 1o divide the furpios revenue, or
o reduce it any fi<ter than will be affected by the existing laws,
In KNy event, as the anrnal report. fvom the Sﬂ"rrllr_t of 1hn
Treasmy will enter into details show ing the probabilay of some de.
creased in the revenne duriog the nexi seven year-,

[

1 andka very
L] . . da 9
icnmhhrnhlr deduction in 1842, it is poy recommroded that Cans

gress.should uudertake 0 modifly the present laridl, so as 1o di%-
| turb the princ’pl s on which the COMPromise ae

L was passed. Taz.
atiow on sume of (he

; articles of genernl cousumption, which are
i not in competition with eur own productions, way be, no doubt, M
diminlebed as to lessen (0 some extent the source of this revenne
! and the same ol jre1 can also be assisted Ly my more liberal prg.
vicions for the subjects of public defence, which. in tle prefers,
| state of our prospegily and wealth, may be expieted to engage vour
attention. If, b wever, after satisfying all the dev.ands which Tan
nrice ffom these sourees, ihe uncxpended balance in the Treasury
Shod’d still eoctinue 16 increase, it be Letter to hear with thefevs
uviti! the great rhap;n contempluted iv onr tariff lans have o:n-r.'-
red, and shall enalde us 1o revise (he syviem with that cure ang ci: »
cuwupcrﬂ'm‘l' which are due to <o delicate and important a sulle

Jeer, -

It is cerminly our duty to diminlsh ns far aswe can, the Lyrlens
of taxation, and to vegard all the restrictions which are impesed
on the trade and navigation of cur citizens as evils which we shal?
mitigate whenever we are not prevented by the adverse legisiation
and policy of foreign nations, or those primary dulies which the
defenc ard independence of our COUntry enjoin upon ms  That
we have aceomplished mucl towanis the relief of our citizems Tiv
the changes wich have accompanicd the paynient of the public deb:.
and {Se adoption of the revenpe laws, is manifest from the fact,
that compared with 1239, there is adiniinution of wear twenty-five
millivns in the last two _\‘;...' and that nur expenditures, indepen -
dently of those fur the pullic debt, lave Yeen redeced near mine
millions during the game period. Let us truset, that by 1he con’-
| Bued obsérvance of econoriynatd by barmoniziog the great fi-
1=rests of ngriculiure, mnuf;ﬂmm commerce, n-cl-‘nue may
be accomplished to diminish the Lurthens of Goverament and (o in-
crease s¥ill farthe: the enterprise & tive patriotic n‘rd&olo.l_'lll clast
s of oyt citizens, and all the members of our bappy
AS 146 data which {he Secretary of 1he Treasury will lny betom
you_ iff zegard to our financial resources, mﬁn and extended, any
willafiord a sale guide in your fotare calculations, T think it ynpe
cessacy jo offer any farther observations on Ukt sul ject here.

Ameong the evidences of the incrensing prosperity o the coustre
not the least gratifying B that aforied by the redeips. from e
sales of the public h-.-ﬂ which amount;in the present yeur, to ite
snexpecied sum of §11.0 0.0 0. This circumsinnee attses the -
ity with which agriculrure, the first and MOSLimpastant ou-u;:'h-
of gusm, advances, and contributle to the wokih and power of oun

stended territory, Being sl of the optnion thet it is our best
policy, as far as we can, consistently with the obligations undey
wisich those lsads were ceded 1o the United States, 16 promote {he

; ' .cglnwto call the attention of the prepen

of the public lede

The extroordinary receipts from the sales ol
fndtte Y 1o eogsrder what

-

&



