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1y by persevering n that “proad way,” which,

o asle, “do I believe God’s promise 27 and also to
_i:lx.'unn:c ourselves “whethier we be 1in the f'é.l-il_'!l',

No subscription Will be received for less than |fore, she loved and honoured it, was not that
change of feeling at least a presumptive proofof a
corresponding change of character and condition
before God ?

That such atestas I am now considering will
| ipvariably be applied by Christians to the reliel
and consolation of their spirits, L am far from in-
tending to affirm. There are cases of spiritual
distress in which allarcuments arve nsufficient to
|remove, or even to diminish its intolerable pres-

sure. - 'T'he utmost mgenuity of the suflerer is
| perhaps exercised forthe purposeof defeating the
| effort to console him.  Ile is not to be reasoned,

‘Persons wishing to diseontinue will be expected
to give notice to that efleet prior to the commence-
meut of a new year ; otherwise they will be con-
sidered s as responsible {or the ensuing twelve

All jommunicationg except thosge of agents who
nct gratuitgusly, ‘to seedre attention, must be post
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IFrom the ( London) Christan Observer,
ON THE TEST OF SPIRITUAL SATETY.

ed, and more particularly by their ministers. The
heart of the righteons sh'{‘au‘)tl be mude sad, neither
by withholding ftom him those texts whielyspeak
of our completeness ond joyful afliance inthe Sa
viour Chnist; nor, on theother hand, by conceal- |
ing those which pronounce a blessing on the con-
trite, the timid, and the noor in spirit.  Let your
readers bear with me, as far as 1 may appear to
them to have erred, either in my conceplon or |
representation of the subject.  'I'ruth is My ObAl

jeet; and the Lord, by his Sping, lead us ail into

trath, titl at length be lodees us jna rezion where |
the pt'!‘(‘l'l:iiun of divine things- will be forever !

are entirely unprepared tor its sacred and respon- |
sible duties—unprepared both in heart and mat.
ter for the instruction of the people. Sometimes
theguilt and the rt':‘pnn"ihihzy rests om the people.
They livein easc and afifuence—*clothed 1n pur-
ple and fine linen and faring sumptuously every
day,” whilst he that weeps, and prays, and toils,
lor their good, wants the necessaries of life, e
must have food and raiment. It must come from
his peopie, or he must resortto sowething else —
He knows little about the world —succeeds badly
—is pitied, but net relieved by those who ought
to sustain him and who are the oceasion of lLis

diffieulties.  T'he same man cannot }'u: devoled

many other similar things.
pletely defeated 1n my fife.
my means, and \

.t"lmn:h except ourselves were decidedly in Lis
favor, and particula .
had dismissed the

irly opposed to me, because I
two former ministers ; besides
I never was.so com-
I had exhausted all
: _ vesat my wit's ends, And yet
.“:‘.';i'l:.lf‘_‘ asin |I..;I.i o e 1t e fatton e '- '

: nisling as it was, attended ali

M
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the social meetings fashfully and preached on

the Sabbath a
contrived to
spread our objecti

pursued the =a

s if nothing had happened. We
find fault with every sermon, and
ctions far and wide, ®o that we
knew that he must hear of them, but. still he

me course, and always treated
me and all 1

) ; , : : ‘ the disaffected members, remarkably
s even on scrlllmrul aroun.ls, out of the drvur\‘ ap- clc:u-l thie Jmi-_;mm,i_ lorever :N'Hlllt!, and the soul i tothe world and devotedto his worls as a minister. | we .1 was juy fiet alirost entirely d;s.—\,-”-j .
T'e know that ‘wel have peace with God thro’ apprehension that he has no part uor lot in Christ. ! forever happ. in “the excellency of thé knewl-| One must be neglected. od. ’ :
our Lord Jesus Chrift,” and that our “namesare '

| Yot even liere the verse in question has been
' known to shed a ray of hope on the dusp;;iring[
soul. I myselfonce met with a very encouraging |
instance of the kind, and am thercfore strenosh-|
ened in the persuasion that the love of the broth™;
. 3 fren, howerxer imperfect, or even lutvrruln!--d in |
surely “leadeth to destruction.” | Fiven the fol- |its course (as in the case of Paul and Barnabas,
lowers.of the Liamb are not,an all instances, pos- | Acts xv. 2,) is still, as « dominant prineiple, an

sessed of that precious kuowledoe to which 1 'lv\ik':unm' of the Tord's mercy to our own souls,

written in heaven,” is a’privilege notto be valued
by any ordinary standard. ‘T'housands are mis-
erable for want of it; and daily confirm their mise-

awhether swent by oforality or defiled by vice,

edoe of Christ Jesus our Lord”

When [ speak, as [ have now f!nﬂu". of l'}u.-.».'v‘l
proofs of ourreconciliation 10 God i Jesus Christ |
which our spiritual character may supply, I
would not overlook those deeply affecting caws,

in which aothing but “looking unto Jesus,” ex- |
clusive of all such proofs, can uphold the despo- |
ding Christian.  Such a one Is want to arous,
“I1'1 look 1nto mysell I despair.,

%, Another important reason of ministers not
being more success{ul, is the low standard of
Ligion ta their own hearts.  'T'hey should exem-
plify to their people the truths which they preach
They should continually have the " joy of God's
salvation.” Above all they should have strona |
faith in prayer. Of all thines prayer 13 most
needful for the succeess of the treth an *\‘.Ei:!‘.i::'r'

L Clety.
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thought myself that 1 was the treasurer of the so-

1§ And it so happened at that time that it
Was very inconvenient o collect any monev to

; %0 that 1ostead of i}:t\'f:l'._' him
at the end of the quarter, 1 paid him nothing for
SIX montns.

It seemed 10 be a bard case but it

L.t him then | souls to Christ. sriorate d Tiloes o o bho s 1250
, s refer hot Bateoceasionaliv. 1il S e L et ' e : g g o i obthe reasons for e vory Timmed sue: | CFCmcd Uk acharm. Inadditiog toall the oth-
haye now referred: 1 hey haveoccasionally like fand of theit spiritual acceptgnee i Christ _\ud} look oat of himself to One who was “holy, hara- - A few of the reasons for the very limited sue- er difiiculties, which we had produced it had
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the l\OL‘l LJ\\'pf‘l‘,' '\‘:Hlf.ull-' the Cn‘.lsblzllmzls, while ! 1 would the rather press the pornt, stihce 1 4s far it':‘-’.\‘_:lﬂli andefiled anid who 1:.:‘.‘1:1*_; u?w\,‘vd thel eessoflthe mimstry are here briefly and hastily ’ p
| € .
| more easy o

they have manilested the spiit of the Gospel: determine whether we love the
and they have Written biiter things against them- lbrcll:;‘vu, tha

kaw for us, 1s therefore t'i“il]l;l!it‘ufl r called T

presented

llu];p-_‘; weald it be for all who

\
Sucl o

in etlect on the mind of Mr. Steadfast, that

1

: g e e S
: . _ G heasked s dismission, so unexpeetedly that no

A \ s whether we are contrite, like Ma-| Lokp ovr Ricnrrovszess. o Bim. should| preach the gospel, il the tuquiry were zeserally ' o tnew of it the moment . Tt was Jike o
selves notwithstanding it has been evident to their | ry, or pray like the converted Saul, or possess| every inquiry respecting the evidences our ac- made - —* Why am [ not more useful ¥’ 1f the -  thi sim-
bretliren that they were “made accepted in the Be- {those gractous dispositions which form the sub-

laved.” | stance of the beatitudes.

As thie.assurance of spiritual saft ty.is Of sucl
tiestimable value,so 1t isa subject on whieh the
most devoted Christians are not entirely agreed.
Witness the conflicting sentiments of John Wes-
ley wod some of his contemporaries; he is insist-

Not, however, that any onescriptaral evidence
of our interest 1o Christ s either to be overlooked !
or undervalued  What God has tiueoht, man
must taplicitly recerve: what the Lord values,

1

< one thing to be confident, of éur acceptance, | did exist, however feebly or imperceptibly, in his

I havgealluded, 1y orderto prove ourtitle to “glo- [tudes are unmeaning, if we are not permitted, |

ry and Namortality” in.Christ; we have simply |and even required, to ask, in order to decide the
| question of our own individual interest in the
'blood of Christ—Am L meck, poorin spirit, and |
'especially purein heart, &e.&e. Notwnhstand-|

ing that impuarity which cleaves to the most ex-
wholly severed fromn the latter, be not uncertain, | alted earthly saint, there 1s a comparauve purity
unsatistactory, and above all unseripturat? | imputed to bim by the Spirit, as appears by cer-
. Whar, 1 would ask, will be its probable 0;1L-="a~ 'tain passages in the Holy Seripture.  Heb.n 14

wd to prove onr own selves” I would submit ut
14 the impartial reader, if this former test, when

| Ino men.

» withhioid not thy hand.”
| saccess be expected.

Ct‘]:!.-llu,'t' lead the fillen creature, the miserable
sinner.  Thus, while we recard such evidences
as Inseparable [rom our spiritual safoty, we
must sl make them subservient to an :-‘i1:|.}]lu|
reliance upon [Himn, who is himself “al!l onr sal-'
vation.,”  In a word, where the life proves the!

e ) it
I'hat man whose chief concern is his own eas

low the Saviour in his untiring toils for perish-
We must b #ipstant in season”> * In |

the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening
In this way alone can

Al : - r
'3 113.’) __f_";'l',lf i 'fp‘,-;:'.'f’r,”- e _'_".a.u{' 01

on-of!
A munister s sometimes alraid to tell the
truth, lest at should give offénce 1o some of the
mflneatial and wealthy amongst his people.—
This course the

nien.

word is ever to be converted through a preached
gospel there must be a new spirit in the minis-
try. Wemust have a race of men entirely devo-
ted to God—men who fear nothine but (iod. —
Men who seek only to know and do their duty,
no matter how gi'u;ft the self~denial,

to do this effectually, and give a good appeur-
determined o get

disatfected party in the church. A few of the

brethren, including the other Deacon, held some

ance to the world, we getupa
altra Calvinistic notions which our ?astor did

not believe in: and we first contrived to set them |

k |

against him ; because he did not preach the whele
truth.  Then,as [ had it in my power to be bene-
volent, [ assisted certain brethren in the church

case of the most obstinate dyspepsia, and this sim-

ple remedy removed the ditficulty. And now I

'u'\‘le'l"ﬁ"" and all - . :

advise Lbr. Sunon, and all others in similar trou-

bles, to make the experiment, and they will not
i : . e - 1

Inasc it in vam.  Ouar ministers are generaiy

poor; and there 1s nothing which will bave a

crto settle them likewise,) then the minister

: . | that we were sadly disappointed.  When every ! wwanld < b e wis wentd -
| will never accomplish much for Christ.  We LAVETICE y ! Pl ¥ | would submit: and there would be ho more diffi-
: [ : [ (1 - . . . \ L method had been tried without success, we con- cyliv: and onr influential | rethre ‘ho are
; and another 0 be really :1"(:1-}:11-4! on the great | then contrite breast? this, ]m\\'r\'t.'r. Was acase | must denv ourseives—*talkoe up the cross’ ' —fol-! lud I st be dismissed And o Yove ' . 4 tn wWho are
of 1 Y TN g P U T T N | ¢ : | - | - 1 ¢luded that he must be dismissed Andin order
: day. i, then, it be insisted on, by those td whom | of no ordinary occurrence.  After all, the beati-

weighed down with u load of sorrow, wouid be
aelivered from all their troubles
ters would be, accor ;'!.:';h: toth

w the
servam

- and thus minis-
Scriptures, * the
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Lord will never bleas 1%aul b ) . A = I_.;ul'_ heed that you pay an habitual r-"._':;«hl 10
M toionists, and i i 5 F ‘ it is . - ' 3. LAaUL by lending money and endorsing notes; in con- | divine influence, as that wit rhich You can-
oy ton in the case of young relicionists, and indeed  viti. 10 Phil. ii. 5. I, therefore, it isthe fixed | says, 10 1 pleased men, [ should not be the ser-! . o Jratitude . they . s hout which you can
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mprincipleakin tobondage, all inquiry whatever,

his Hoiy Spirit (praver before the coimmusnion
either as'to our conduct or disposition, as eviden-

serviee,) have we not an abundant proofl that we |
|

We sce the meaning ofthese passaves illustrated
in the conduct of Christ and his A postles. '['Iwirl

i this time oi trouble. My wiie, too, who s a
very shrewd woman, (though 1 say it mysell)

pleasure, that the necessity of such an iofluence,
to enhizhten. to comfort, and to sancluly the lLu-
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: ‘f faith and hfé. Never-can they stop and ask, 'teth sin is of the devil.” "~ .On that love of the| even when they see their fellow men sinking to' o cealvesthe arerieved party. And manyatime | them birth, as the holy qualities of a regenerate
Y onsistently with their views of assurance, if they | brethren which is next insisted on by the apostle; | hell) they cannot bear the the thought of wound- | did we sit in sceret conclave to consider what | 50! be maintained and flourish, independent of
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s possess these marks of 'acceptance which (as I [ havealready dwelt.  The whole chapterought | ing their feelings by telling them their condition. | was to be done. We well knew. that durine | he divine Spirie,
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b momianism I practice; rily think whie > Snirit ocenerally bearsito the safety of | nselves,—Thev havetheir £ [ ap o . G e s, T A =00, 1., . '
. i : :}Iltlglo.nl;!nl_‘:l?l 1 Ipl.lv.,luf, ,l but 1I. .".Lf.ll') ,lth , \;llltll L\l'{)‘l,"’"“‘ g ieral y bears C 3 i| ;‘r’u f_Jw_ [ u.' : lll.t} |.1 wetheir faults—their nnper but we did not C“n‘g“!g-r that God had ‘..u(‘s-x‘rd his respondent fi Lhngs and aﬂi:clmns N our own
b tat such. is its probable result. ~ Forif we areat | the true believer. fections. To preach the truth would condemn | |yhors, but other ministers who 1d occasionally | heart: so you should endeavour to live continu-
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&, "if'-'rl}’ to con_c_lude “we aren Ulr_ls_t ngus,’ | Nor IS 1t unimportant to remark with what ten- | themselves. Um truth 1s therefore often m}h- preached with us.  And “,1“,“”3“\_ of the con-| Mv under the operation: of the sacred maxim, :
5 Vithoutany direct reference to the spirituality of | derness the Lord speaks to those whom he has| held. Such a minister cannot expect to be uscfal. | Gorg o poto o oo ) " e Without mE ve can d hine” Woih hu- :
a e ! sty 3 Y | : : full e v e . verts, in reiatin” Lelr experience, alluded to their : e YE C4h 4o nothing b hiu
; our life and conversation, (Rom. vii 1, 3, 8.) ‘not vet enriched with the full assurance of :mh-.| God requires him first to obey the truth, and then | » sbanibo instroment T th :r version. a | Mility, with prayer, with expectation, the assis-
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then, though ‘such spirituality be wanting, may , e does not, hike some pious, but, alas! misjudg-| to preach it. 14 ustor as the ¢ n their conve [ taace-ofthe Koty Boivit shosld be dafle? feurd.
h ST st e*abide in bim?” Leta ! ineme haroe such persons with the anbelief.! & i . _ case which frequently oceurred, we advised them | © : yop uld De darly’ regs
Ye/not still magine ‘we "abide m unn ¢ eta  1ng men, charge such persons with the unbeliel, 5. Lo grm.t a 3-{-'_.;,,,‘“,”, !r.‘m,’mr‘r«‘f interests -

atient be told by his plysician, “if you are fully
Persuaded of your recovery you need not regard

wyotherevidence of the fact;” the patient might
possibly be night; yet were it not probable he

| (though undoubtedly in some sense chargeabie
s with it;) bat he says to them “fear not,” [saiah
| xxxv. 4; “O man greatly beloved,” Dan. x. 11, 16: |
oIt is I, be notafraid)” Malt. xiv. 27. Aad in
ould be deceived?  'T'he application may safely | Rom. xiv. 1, St. Paal exhorts, in the spirit of his|
s 1ot to the judicious reader. _ heavenly Master, “Him that 1s wealk in the farth |
I pass on, then, to some other tests of eur spir- | receive ye.” i
“ual safety, which are of a plainer, a more practi-
“a2l, and I conceive, of a more spiritual kind ; pre-
Tising, however, that they are wholly and essen-
Jally different from the grounds of our accep-
‘ance with God, and therefore to be carefully dis-
tinguiched from them. Oae of the most satisfac- |
{lory, because of the most tangible of these tests, \
1€ that love of the brethren which is mentioned |
by the Apostle John, (1 John iii. 14,) “We know
‘hat we have passed from death unto life, because
e love the brethren.” * Here, if any where, we |
ay_r«achthc point of certainty. For by nature, sl to: Enow oo
(s “enemies to God." weure “aliens fromthe com- | |.now that the
vonwealth of Isracl” “and count the sociz

Is it then a fair inference frowm the foregoing
' observations, that we are not to seck and cherish |
ithe mmward testimony of the Holy Ghost to our
i"spiritual acceptance and security?  Surely not. |
In aftempting to handle a very diflicult as well as |
important point in Christian experience, [ have |
chiefly designed to show that we are notto be re-

selves liable to serious delusion on the subject]

v mia

oy

. - ]
| stricted to that one branch of evidence: and that
‘those who advocate such restriction are them-|

Happy are they who are mercifully taught by |
whom they have believed—to |
y have passed from death unto life, |
ty of 1o know that they have cternal life in Christ. Yot

olten prevents ministers {rom the discharce of
their duty. Fidelity in reproving sin, might

support. So little faith have some men in the
promises and protecting care of God, that they
Lad rather depend onthe support of men—had

rather offend God by unfuithfulnzss, than to of-|

fend mea by fidelity.

6. Some minisiers allow themsclves to be fuo
wuch perplexcd about unkind remarks madc con-
cerning them.  Great pains are taken to vindi-
cate their characters, and every thing must be ex-
plained to every enemy of God and the gospel
who may choose to be offended, and wishes to
vent his spleen by slindering the herald of the
cross. The more concern a minister manifests
about such things, the more ready the world will
be to harrass him in that way. Let him treat

such things with the neglect which they. deserve
and they will soon die.

-

] not to mention it.

: \ : | eause our minister wuas
give offence to some, and thereby diminish their|

the world.
After long onsultation, and the other Dea-

And thonghthe sociely had in- |
| ereased so much, we considered that it was be- |
jast caiculated to please!

con, were :|ppointt-d a committee to wait on the!

Rev. Mr. Steadfast, and represent to him affec-
fionately that many of the church were not edi-

for him todsk a dismission. lle received us kind-
ly; but he looked and spoke as if he knew all
our secret plaus; at least we felt so e was very

sion while the majorily of the church wished
him to remain.  This answer came apon us like
a thunder clap; for we had no reason to suppose
that we could obtain such a majority. It was

truly atrying case; and we were in a sad dilem-
ma.

7 Ministers arc often 0 frgmmellcd with the)

fied by his precaching, and that it would be well |

decided ; and was not disposed to ask a dismis-!

| atoning blood.

!
{

ed. In all your private studies, and in all your

publi¢ administrations, the aids of that sicred
Agent should be sought  Consistency, of con-
uct, peace in your own breasts, andSuccess in
your own labors, all require it; sdrely you do
not mean merely to compliment the Holy Spirit,
by giving his work a conspichSJy]ace m your
crecd. Were you habitually to study and preach
your discourses, without secret previous prayer
for divine assistaoce, the criminality of your neg-
lect would equal thenconsistency >f our charae-
ter. If Christianity be the religion of sinners,
and adapted 1o thieir apostate state, it must pro-
vide, as wellfor our depravity, by enligtcnin;
and sancufying influence, as for our guile, by

Nof can you pray over vour Bible in a prop-
er mManner, \_\'hcn meditating on the sacred text,
without feeling a solemnity in your ministerial

The society, which was now large and flous| employment.  That solemnity should always at-
ishing, were well satisfied with the labors qf.thc tend you in the pulpit: fora preacher who trifles
Ree. Mr. Steadfast: and looked with an cyil eye’ there, not only affronts the understanding of eve.

. T




