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| CIRCULAR LETTER |
OF the b‘efr’xﬁ Baptist Association—by John Da-
| vis. '

Jeloved Bretiren: —The subject appointed at
veur last annjversary for this year's circular be:
ing the two covenantls, we therefore present the
Hollowing remarks, with the hope they will ches
it your careful and prayerful examination. |

Ln its general acceptation, & covenant is a mu-
tual agreeme |t betwween two or more parties.—
The Greek word Diatheke, {transiated cove-
nant) may be|also rendered a testament or will
—in which sense, onv party becomes the donor
or testator, by proinise, and tpe other the recip:-
ent of 2 gift; jn this sense the word 15 sometimes
used in the New Testament.

The Old Testament abounds in the history of]
a variety of covenunts made bétween man aud|
nan; viz. between Abraham and Abimelech, Ja-!

“cob and Labap, Divid and Jonatuan, Solomen
and Hiram, &e

More than all, however, itis devoutly obsery-
able that God has condescended to enter into se-
veral covenants with frail an.  After the flood,
Hewmade a coi:euam with Noah aud bis family ;
that the earth should never more be drowned by
water, inciuding other promises, and -which he
eoufirmed by the token of the bow-in the clouds.
Gen. 8.21. Lathe year befare Christ, 1897, God
made (he ccvenant of circumeision with' Abra-
ham, when he was 99 years of age. Gen 17.
21, God in ke manner made a covenant witk:
David, that ke and Lis family should be kings
atd rovernors of the Hebrews, until the Messiah
should come from his loins as the Everlasting
King. 2 Sam. 17, Ps. 89,

Many other covenants did God make with the
Hebrews nationa}ly or individually.  Bet, what-
soever, importance may be attached to all other

. covenzats God ever made with man, the apostle

Paul appears to overlook them, in nothingness,
ia comparison to the glorious covenant from
Mount Sinai, wriften and engraven in stoncs,
and the yet far more glorious covenant establish-
ed wpon beller promises, and written not with
inl, but with the spirit of the living God ; nolin
tebles of sione, but n fleshy tables of the hear:.
Such 18 the apostle’s allusion when he says,
“lhese are the two covenants.” -Gal. 4. 24.

Aod now, dear brethren, the all important
point for investigation, will be so to 1dentify and
contrast these two covenants, as to designate
them from others, and not confound them witk
cach other; for a mistake therein may be of eter-
nal consequence. Because God by an apostle,
has declared, the one to be minisiration of death
—the other, of life. 1 Cor.3. Errors on this
subject have caused schisms even in the primi-
tive churches—especially in the Galatian church
—and rent and torn asunder, christian churches
ever singe the apostolic age. From this source,
liaye arisen contrary winds, which bave driven
Its thousands of souls into quicksands and made
shipwreck of their faith. To guard the church
against those evils, the apostle Paul appeared to

_ be particularly desigaed of God : this apestle un-
der his inspirations, seemed to be fuﬁ} alive to fll
the fearful consequences, that would necessarily
atise in the christian church, from a misconstruc-
tion of the covenants. Hence, he bas written
the vision and made it plain; so that, by a eriti-
cal and religious examination of it, together with
the Old Testament revelations, we may take sof-
ficiently accurdte observations, to pass the straits
10 security and evade the many dangerous strands
upon which many are by the winds of er-
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: ount Bina1 in Arabia, and answer-
eth o Jerusalem which now i-.::&'i' in bond-
age with ber childeten.  Nevertheluss what say-
eth the scriptare? * Cast out the bond-woman
and her son: for the son of the bond- woman shall
not be heir with the son.of the free-woman. Gal.
4. los.cad of circumeision proving a seal of grace
o Abraham's first circumeised son, he is made
an allegory of the law which is the ministration
of death rather than the promise of lile: and that
this apostle connects and levels circumcision
with the law, his language leaves no doubt—
where be calls it “the yoke of bondage, testifying
tocvery man who is circumeised, that he is a
debtor to dothe whole law.” Gal. 5. 11038, Do
and live, or ¢in and dis must therelore be the
bondage of all who plade themselves under the
conditions of the circameision covenant notwith-!
standing they may call it the covenant of grace,
or by another mame. Sull turther, the same
apostle, to add “line upon live” has furmshed us
with another fast whereby the covenant by pro-
mise may be disungaished from all other cove-
nantsto a wathematical centainty—where he as-
serts that the covenant by promise to Abraham
wus 430 years before the law covenant was giv-
en from Sinai. Gal. 3. 17. And heuce, if we re-
fer to the Bible chronology we may clearly deg
termine the dates and thereby desigiate the three
covenants; so thatall who understand the rule of
subtraction may make the decision, viz, In the
year before Christ 1921 the covenant by promise
was confirmec to Abrabam. lo the year B. C.
1491 the law was given from Mount. Sinai.—
Deduct 1491 from 1921 and the remainder let
(430) is precisely the apostle's computation —
Gal 3. 17. Moreover, the covenant of circumeis-
1on was made with Abrahaw in the vear B. C.
1897 subtruct 1491 from 1897, and 406 is left ;
subtract 406 from 430 leaves 24. We ha ethere-
fore 24 years bt-t-n-r'_n *He coveuant b" promise
aud the ciccumcision covepant. But more 10/
confirm the calculation, we shull prove it by an-
other rule. Abrabam was 99 years old when
he was circumeised, Gen. 17. 24. He was 75
years old when the covenant vy promise w s
made, and he departed out of Haran. Gen 12 4.
Thedifference between 75 and 99 leaves the sume
number of vears (24.) Tue two rules of course
produce the like resuit.  Adnother fact  orthy of
notice.. Whenever the apostle makes allusions
to the covenant by promise, he quotes not the lau-
guage of the covenant uf 1897 but of 1921, As,

“in thee shall all nations be blessed.” Gl 3.
0
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sarety of a better testf
Jesus has become sur ond coveasat ;
'.MG?;“ has confirmed it oath  Where-
mn , willing more cbr 10 shew unte
the heirs of promise the m.l’lbniity of his
counsel.confirmed it by an ogih; two im-
wutable things, in which it Wasimpossible for
God to lie, we might have a st consolgiwn,
who have fled for refuge to lay Bold of the hope
sel before uy, & Heb. 6. 17 and M '
Having therefore, brethren, to entet
toto the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by u new’

and living way, hich he hath consecrated for
usthrough the vail . Let us deaw wear with a
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curred, in yi.-;ch adult lndn;na, i;:onm :l’ld-
ters, have learaed w read their own g
upon this system, by merely occasionally falling

w, with some of thwir » wo had
tu read, and receiving a litile josttugtion

f lb-. : )
mﬁ the development of the New Sysem, is re-
cogmized thegdawn of brightening days for the
uborigines; and animatiog préspeets
ra widening commensarate with theit coun-
3 and their coandition. Hy it, some of the more
midabtle obstacles 1o Indian reform, are, 1an
great messure, obviated. With the axd of an in-

te vf, oae way witle in 8 language which be

true heart, in full assurance of fauh having our
hearts sprinkied frgnian vl conseicuce, and ouy
bodies washed with pugy water. Lat us hold
fast ti.¢ profession of ogr fuith without wavering ;
for lee 1s faithful ised )b 10, 20-23.
ye.iave need of patience, that, afier yé ha
done the will of God, ye migiit receave the pro-
mise. Ver 86 For Abraham, after he had pa
tently endured, be obtsined the promise. Heb.
0. 13,

———— — e e ——

From Mr. McKoy's account of Bapust Missions with
io the Indsan Territory.

NEW BYSTEM OF wWRITING.

To eacn lodian language, any 1o cacu dialect
ol languayge, velong peculiar sounds, w bich can-
vot be oblatued by the use ol the Eugiist alpba-
bet. 1o demignute syllables whicu could not be
spelt, or sounds whic' could not be otaned by
the ordinary use ol letlers, witers who wouid
write inteiligibiy, have beeu compelied 10 Intro
duce arbitiary codractery, each atcurding (o iis
laucy. It can eusily be percerved, that serwus
tucoaveaicuces allcud Lok course ol thiugs,

M1 Guess, a Chcoroker, bad discovered, Wt
the language o his Libe, could be « fillen wilh
about eignly syllacic characiers. Guesy plao
was tried 10 reation W s0.ase olbeT lauguages,
and fuund to be inapplicable, because characters
wolld be multiptied beyond the bounds of conve-
e ce.

T'o remedy the evils which attended the ordi-
nury methods o writing ludian, and o avord the
compl Aty attewding the universal application of
Guess' systew, the 1dea suggesied nself to Mr.
Jothau Mevker, then o aussionary at the Sault
de St. Marie, ol using ¢ haracters to desiguate,nol
syllabics, but cerntuin positions of the organs of
speech. By the addition of this third priacaple,
to so much ol the two former, as were apparent-

The covenunt of 1921 B. C. 1salmost univer-
sally designated, by s upestle, by the word pro-
mise, viz. For if the lunernapcy beof the law it
1s no more of promise: but God guve it to Abra-
bam by promise. Gal 3. 13. Heirs according to
promise. Gal, 3.20. Now we, urethren, as Isaac
was, are the children of promise. Gal. 4. 23. &c.
This ts not applicable in letter or spuin to the
covenant of 1897 : but whew thisis referred to, it
is called by its proper vaine, the covenaat of cir-
cumcision. Acts 7. 8.

Having now detached the decayed rubbish of
circumctsion, wanted by sume theolugians 1w ve |
attuched to the new and most glorious covenant

of grace, we proceed to submit sowe general re-

marks upon the two distinct covenants; and

when we allude to the Sinul covenant, let it be

understood that we associute with It the Jegal

principles of the circumeision covenant, so far as

Do and live, $1n anc di¢, 1s the coudition,

Be it remem ered, Jie apostle Paul amscrimi-
nates the two covenants by the terins old and uew
and quotes Jer. 31. 33. Benold the days coune,
saith the Lord, when 1 will make a uew cove-
nmant with the bouse of Israel and the house oi
Judah: Not sceording to the covegant that |
‘made with their fathers when 1 took them vy the
hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt: be-
cause they continged not 1n my covenunt uud 1
re.arded them got. For this 18 the covenant
that 1 will make with the house ol Israel: After
those days, saith the Lord, 1 will pat my lans
in their mind, and write thew 1a their hearts; gpd
[ will be to them a God, and tuey shali be 1o me
a prople. Heb 8. 9-11. This covenant is not,
nowever, called npvw becauseof its date, 1t is al-
ready proved to be 430 years older than the Bi-
nia covenant. It is called new because of tue
promises betag now writ-
ten in fleshy tables of tae heart, by the spint ol
the living ! as promised. Lo that he saith
a vew. covenani, he bath mude the first old.—
Now that wiich decayeth and waxeth old is res-
dy to vanishaway. Heb 8.13. Tnsisoldbe
cause ¢ sion and all the ceremounial parts
..rm natled to the cross.

tables of stone 1s ' waxed old : because the law is

YOT. . 3 4 bu- —
Before we expressly ent ml‘m arati

discussion of the two ing covenants, it wi

be requisite to detach or ¢ der the covenar
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writ~n in the heat, by e love of God being!
'shed abroad in fhe heart by the Holy Guost—|
. of loye is not, do aud live, but live sad
.10 be circomeised or baptized to live, or
| pranain of & believer 1o our lather, 10
3‘;]. - be Christ's tuen ‘:: ye Abra-

T

Iy necessady, he discovergd that much would be
g-umrd.

Suvsequently, Mr. Mecker became located at
the Shawanoe mission house, . here, by himself
and frllow missionsries, the scheme which was

X
!

d ot understand. He may woite .:mdu
of scriptur, a religious toact, o other Wk
ting; and can teach the natives lo read and o
write italso. The facility with which a knowl-
edge “of rending 18 acquired, would e& »
‘teacher, who could miagle with a tribe even
theis rodest condition, to ietroduce the ant of
reading, and circulate his tracts.  For cxample,
i the two missionarics, who have mingled with
the Puwnees for uboul two yeurs past ; and who
have accompanied them in their bontiug migra:
tions, spoken ol on page 23, had, previous to ther

setung out, furnished themselies with a few

of reading them. By the iotroduction of such
tracts, those missiunaries would nct have been
hindered, but would bave been sided in the nc-
qusition of (be Pawoee language. Here would
bave b en immediate usefulness. While they
were preparing themselves lor greater asefalness
in future, they would bave been sowing precious
seeds, and even while sowing, would bave been
reapiog some fruit cf their libors.  loastend of
this the Pawnees are as they were; and the chief
that has been accomplished by the assiduous of-
foris, and noble sell demul of those werthy breth-
ren, 1s the knowledge which they bave sequired
of Indian language aud babits.

Could there be foand a competent gumber of
devoted Christians, as zealous for the salvation
of the Indians, as traders are for their prliries
nad furs, bidding defianc: w bunger and ftigue,
td the perpetual shows of the Rocky Mountins,
of the frosts of the higher latitudes, and penetra.
ung to th= remolest hordes of these musernble
giortals ; the arns of reading and writing could
be rapidly introduced among every thibe 1o the
vast wilderoess which they inhabit. Even the
wiost rude could, in a few days, as they would
o¢casivoally rest from parsuing the game, or
from the fatigue of digging roots for sybsistence,
learn to read in thewr “ own language, in which
they were born, the wonderful works of Gled.”
W nat astoaishing faciities would be sfforded to
sech as 1o (Gtare would dothese prople good, by
the previous introdaction of the ars of readiag

thousand tracts, hundreds of those balf saked |

| Pawnees, might at this time have been capable |

a:"lﬂ_,* were rm ' " of
um-lchchh':n. thwgw
¥ ol the numbers giveo awey. be an-
g7y, which made some Y, the .

Linued,
s laras adividual with bealtly was
1o susiainthew. Thiv state of things costisecd
Ll Sepiocuber lost, whea sncther
bis lamily srrived. Sisece then
have been somen bat

"il"l busily eqaplored in
fech

3. with 1he sative bretheen ;mun-
‘ut.c distributieg traety ie the : ot

lendiag to inquirers, a0d oibers who ecall Jth
for meeicine or 10 read and converse—and tesch-

A Uuiman and Schowl. Reoursic o
aleo have occamcnally been made inthe city and
(country, and woe wuf 10 Rangoos,

Number of Pibles and tracts distridsted— Mcth
*‘ of distribnsion.

During the first theee years, 80 e3act recond was
kept of the sumber of books and tracts distsibuted;
but, 10 be able to report on this subject in futair.
on the firsl of June we ik an accvoes of all we
bad oa haad. They wers as follows 1—1st and
2d vulig the (b)g "rﬂumnt lt'ﬂ-;t'w Testa-
meat —unbous ions of 1he Sciptur -
cludiag the Pralmes, {;1.!- of Luke :‘“e?obn.
Episties, Digest. &e. 13087 —Religious iracts (six

kiads) 2058~ Trastson G ' y
and Chrosolegy, 767.  Of ihese were given away

during the last three months, Old Tesamenis 2
—New do. Z3—yabound gaﬂ of the Scripimes
Y457 —Nelizious Tratts — Scicatific da. 500
{We have slso distributed portions of the Scrp.
tres 30d tracts 1o Deogalee and Cbmﬂc.ﬂluﬂ!
bave a few more on hand, Fapecling out presest
stock will be searly or guite eshavsted by fires
of Decemnber, we bave crdered from Maslwein
200 ccpics of the New Testament, snd the same
of the Old ; and 50,000 tracts and portices of the
Beriptures ; also a box of Bengalee, apd 2 box of
Chinese tracts from Caleutia

la the distribution of books and wacts, we barve
labored to bave the people undersiand, that wo

place abigh valoe spon thews, aod therefore do
nout seattef them judiscrimisately, withowt a re:-

wreace to the ase'that may br made of them. Not-
withiiandiog all our care, we know that many of
cur Wecis and books are wro up.*
Great nombers of the priests, especially of the
| younger class, [requestly call cujus. We kave
adopted the plan of giviegthe ¢ Lisen, of sotue
small wract jo them in the first place ; snd when
they call agio and are sbde 4y saswer questivas s
readily on what they have read they receive somme’
thing | f. Hofor webave found 1hs plas te
work, foralivouzh we koow offnly (poeriwo

The latter on |

'ted b a character, he necessarily expresses a
‘'word. S
cess. It 1s the excellence of the new

that it is the patural painting of speech on paper,
by characters which never vary their uses, on-

iﬂom:‘on English | m.ull_.h-;
pense of found: - chiefly, b

¥

'| learn to read with them oo the Neww System,with
. ' of reading any langt
B e ,&‘,;l ngus
ve. | 10 the course of un howr,

sound, unmeaning o wsell must be borpe in
mind, uotil by a ;1 ilar process, a second, third,
or fourth be obtained ; and then thesé arbitrary
sounds must be comYived to make a word Wb
an unlettered ladian, whose thoughts have wver-
er been disciplined upon any matter, tae study of
orthography 1s exceedingly irksome, especaally
m a language which he does wot understand —
Nothing can be further from bis habuts, than to
strain bis thoughts to acquirer a kaowledge of
something like the an of causing & paper to
talk, when he is unprepared 1o appreciate the re-
sult.

On the new system, every sound is indicated
by a character, [letter] which ir ludian laogua-
ges, are usually about eight or ten, the greater

rt of which, but oot all, are vo .¢) sounds.—
T'he other characters [leiters] merely indicatethe
position of the orgaons of speech, precediog or
following these sounds, by which the begiunio
or ending of sounds are modified. This mod:-
fication, as we easily petccive, except in simple
vowel gounds, is pecessary to the articulation of|
a syllable.

Not more than twenty-three characters have

et been found necessary in writing any Indian
Lnguagv. A knowledge of the use of these can
be acquired by the learner in as shorta time, as
he can learn the name of the letters of the En.
glish alphebet. As soon as he has learned the
use of the characters, he is capable of reading;
because, by 0. the organs of speech, as in-!
dicat d by the characters severally asthey occar,
and uttering a sound, as is ia like magoer deno-

h cousists alone of this simple pro-
1

incumbered by every thing complex in the art of

the greater facility,

fenrn to read a

s : of them becowrag apparently sgrious yet ¢ »
first thought of for the purpose of supplying de-| @8d writing! To give an outlioe of the happy Zeiliug correct uiu o M!l“ of t..! p— . i ]
fects 10 other modes of writing, was carried out results which might be anticipeted from such & Christ, sud we hope the boowledge will gl J
and successfully applied.® | course, would require wore than soother unm- ly lead them to lay hold onetersal Mife. | " ... . %

Lo the New System, spelling is rendered en. | ber of our pamphlet; 1o the reader, common | * Having us ye sble W procure S
tirely unnecessary : and the tedibas process is| sense, and common observation can tell the story, | uumber of the snd New Tostamens ov's bl *

> A By S the interest of which, could ouly be equalled by | valy = the members of W cherch, oc
avoided of familiariZing the memory with centamn | ¢ ' J " P 1ven obe 30 3 ' ' T
pames of characiers, [letters] ana then recollect. | its length. ' ] e inrtgc o s m|mu° W o
ing that after combining lbese sumes, an arbi-|  For twenty years, we have Leen “‘1“”“{‘“’? | more than one book sts tisse. as they ﬂ:' :ﬁ
tr:;ry sound [syllable] must be uttered. This| OUT Fiteation 1o notice the “signs of the times"” : :

relation to this afflicted race of men, and notwith-
standiog the calamities under which they have
been suffering, like Elijah's sefvant, we bave
‘fancied that we saw the hand of delivemoce, ris
Jng even out of the great “deep” of (beir afflic-
tions. Among the indications of Divioe Provi-

dence, that He who dwells in Heaved “had seen |

their afflictions and come down lor iheir deliver-
auce,” the wmvention of the New System of writ-
iog is, 10 us, not the lenst rmrh{k.

The New System is applicable 10 any las-
guage, but more advantageously 10 some than o
others. - It is hoped thet through the Baptist
Board of Missions, and other missionuty socie-
ties, such hints will reach missivoaries io other
countries, who may happea to labor amonyg peo-
ple destitute of a written lasguage, as will io-
duce them 1 make an experiment of this sys-
tem.

We alse solicit for it the serious considerntion |

of such as bave charge of the instruction of ihe
deafaud dumb, and of the blind.

——— —

From the Baptist Magazine.
BURMAH.
MISTORICAL TIEW OF THE AVA STATION.
The following notices were prepared by the
missiooaries at Ava, io Seplember, 1936, and al-
though they give some particalars anticipated by
previous accounts, will, we doubt not, be intercs-
ung roourreaders. We omita few paragraphs
relative to thejestablishment &c. of the station,
fuli details of the same baving been pablished from
Me. Malcom's journal, st pp. 158—9 of this vol,

From the commencement of this station, every
effort bas been frank aud open, as if we had been
laboring o the Brinn provipees. As s00n as 2
ducied twice every Sabbath, and every cvening at
g a .

i
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tures, wih prayer.
whe choose 10 come 11, and more or less alwaysy
of the as
on with the vis-

E!

| again ; but when mtelligent persony coll on o
{ivin the country ' therm

and distani 10w ns, we supply

liberally, l‘mscd:l:d:uu bai o been takes W sy
ply females asnd children who are able to with
some tract a8 saitable &y we have. In
males occassonally eall on us and spend smne thor
in conversaton, and esk for books. In gmwiag
away books, we sccompany them, as far as posss
ble, wath ::-{i;imn iostrecton.

Sehool— Uedical Proctice.

A schoul has bera in operation ever since
ber, 1533 with the exception of a short
when we wore 100 ) 10 atiend 10 moch
thing. The nomber of scholars who
with as, and have left, s twentyabree

?

-
feif

1—hore £f ' B
tern, guis might. Al "nqh&_tz- E.
cept three, wheo were insiructed o Eaglsh. O |
these, five gisls and three boys remained about
e year and a ball, and the sttendance of the rem
would average from mix w nice months. They :
were Laught 10 read and wrile, and recrived in- { |
siraction 3 : ] : |
*-mr- All s "wz-;- : ;*
! stiructed in the Catechunn and portions of the i
Scriptures.  The somber now i--ch:l‘il I8,
| t
7 ok '
| Seminary st Ta-
young :
is pow
follow the o
s the Jast ' ‘
n' e I
sperd 1.3
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