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“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”
Strikes at the Defense

Language Institute

By Bob Roehr
Contributing Writer

The utter foolishness of the
Pentagon’s antigay policy of
“Don‘t Ask, Don’t Tell” was
demonstrated anew when seven
language specialists recently were
booted out of the prestigious
Defense Language Institute (DLI)
in Monterrey, California. These
folks weren’t studying vour high
school French or "!pdﬂl'-‘h but diffi-
cult languages like Arabic, Korean,
Mandarin (Chinese) and Farsi,
where training is intense, six hours

a day in the classroom, and lasts

more. than a year.

Last year the Army was able to
fill only half of its 84 positions for
Arabic translators, according to a
report by the General Accounting
Office, the federal government’s
investigati. e arm.

As a result, intercepted mes-
sages and other intelligence infor-
mation often are not translated or
analyzed on a timely basis.

That can be fatal when informa-
tion is the foundation of modern
security.

The discharges brought an
unusual amount of media cover-
age and a crescendo of editorials
calling for a change in the policy.
At the center of it all were Alastair
Gamble and Rob Hicks, stoking
the coverage with their stories. Bob
Roehr sat down with the pair for
an extended and candid interview.

The dark-haired Hicks, 28, grew
up in Yampa, a very small town in
northwestern Colorado.

He bounced around colleges,
coming out in the process, and left
just before completing his degree
when relationship problems with
another man “crashed down
around me."”

With $37,000 in student loans
hang ng over his head, the Army's
repayment program for a six-year
enlistment sounded like a bood
alternative to “ ﬁfteen years of con-
stant bill paying.” Hicks had tested
well for languages and the guaran-
tee of further training would give

Alastair Gamble and Rob Hicks

him more than enough credits to
get his college degree. “It was good
for me all around.”

“The more I was in the military,
the more I fit into the discipline
and the integrity of the iife but I
went back into the closet.” He did-
n't find it particularly difficult,
“I've never been the most demon-
strative person in the world.”
Being older, most people in train-
ing units like DLI are between 18
and 22, “I didn’t worry about my
personal life, I was more interested
in my military career. [ just worked
my butt off.” Learming Korean
gave him plenty to work on.

Gamble, 24, grew up in Austin,
lexas, where his mom taught
English at the University.

They later migrated to Virginia
Tech, then Alastair took off for col-
lege at Emory University in
Atlanta.

He did some “experimenting”
with men, in fact it became a regu-
lar pattern, but there were no real
relationships and he didn’t come
out to his family.

At the same time, he began “get-
ting fiercely interested in joining
the military. Unfortunately I
bought into the belief that the two
were mutually exclusive.”

Repressing those feelings came
easy enough, especially w hen one
is going through basic training and
then the rigors of learning Arabic.
He says, “I think I just buried
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myself in' my studies.”

Love And Marriage

“We actually met at the gym, as
stereotypical as that sounds,” says
Hicks. “We just connected. He did-
n’t think that I was gay. So I invit-
ed him out to dinner.” It was
August 17, 2001. “We went for
pizza. And he wouldn't talk to me.
I had this one sided conversation.
And he wouldn’t eat, so I felt
guilty eating and I ate only one
piece of pizza.”

Gamble says he was really
uncomfortable, “This was the first
time that [ was dealing with a sol-
dier at my own level who was gay,
and I was going out with him. |
had gone out on dates before but it
was always with civilians. I was
very nervous about the level of dis-
closure.”

“It finally came down to the
poinl' where [ said to myself, ‘fuck

" and asked him, ‘How many
re |dt|t1l‘t‘-hlp‘- have you been in?”
says Hicks. “He kind of opened up
a little bit after that.”

Their first kiss came on the fol-
lowing date, walking on the beach
on Monterrey Bay at night. Within
a month they had fallen into a
daily routine beginning with a 4:40
AM workout, their separate classes
during the day, and three hours of
study and relaxation, mainly in
Rob’s room until taps at 9:00 PM.
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