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"The arc of history is long, but it bends toward justice." -- Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

NGLIF Honors s King

Matt. Fareman, Executive Director
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force,
released this statement in honor of the
Martin Liuther King Jr. holiday:

"We honor the life and legacy of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. In his
life, Dr. King — greatly assisted by
our own Bayard Rustin — bent the
arc of history toward racial and eco-
nomic justice. Since the deaths of
these prophetic figures, those who
walked beside them have contin-
ued their vision, and included jus-
tice for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and
transgender Americans in their
work.

We hold up with gratitude the
members of Dr. King's family and
those who fought beside Dr. King
while he was alive:

‘The white, the Hispanic, the

‘black, the Arzab, the  Jew,  the

woman,theNaﬁveAmencan,&le
small farmer, the

.the environmentalist, the peace

activist, the young, the old, the les-

bian, the gay and the disabled make

up the American quilt.’

— Reverend Jesse Jackson, during his
1984 address at the Democratic

Matt Foreman, executive director of the National Gay and Lesbian Task
Force, Mandy Carter of Southemers on New Ground (SONG), and Coretta
ScottKingatmeMannwersaryo!me 1963 March on Washington.
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T appeal to everyone who
believes in Martin Luther King, Jr.'s
dream to make room at the table of
brotherhood and sisterhood for les-
bian and gay people.

- Coretta Scott King, at the National

Gay and Lesbian Task ~“Forte

Creating  Change  conference,
Atlanta, GA, November 9, 2000.

'Homophobia is hate, and hate
has no place in the beloved commu-
nity.'

o continued on page 13

Allen Named Domestic Policy Adviser

By Bob Roehr
Contributing Writer
Claude Allen will
become the chief
domestic  poli
adviser in the B
White House,
according to an
announcement
made on January 5.
Gay and AIDS
advocates are con-
cerned by the possi-
ble implications for
community issues.
Allen, 44, is a
social conservative
and African
American. He has served the last
four years as the number two per-
son at the t of Health
and Human Services where he has
been a strong supporter of absti-
nence only HIV prevention pro-

Claude Allen

grams and restrictions on abortions.

The agency also
has conducted
“audits” of AIDS
services organiza-
tions and activities
that many within
the community have
characterized  as
harassing in nature

Allen was nomi-
nated to be a federal
judge on the Fourth
Circuit Court of
Appeals in 2003. But
Maryland's  two
Democratic Senators
blocked the nomina-
tion with the claim
that the seat traditionally had been
filled by a Marylander. Other
Democrats ha supported their
claim as they did not wish to see yet
another strong conservative vote
added to what many observers see
as the most conservative federal cir-
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cuit court in the country.

He served as Virginia’'s secretary
of health in the 1990s. In the 1980s
he was one of the first black staffers
for conservative Sen. Jesse Helms.
As press during the 1984
reelection Allen said that Helms’

ent had ties to “queers” and
“radical feminists.”

Allen was asked about those
remarks during his judicial confir-
mation hearing. He said that he did
not believe the words were deroga-
tory, nor had he intend to use them
in a derogatory manner.

That has not allayed the concerns
of community advocates. They
remember that Gary Bauer used
that position to influence policy
decisions during - the Reagan
administration.

“I hope it is not a sign of social
policy for this administration,” said
Terje Anderson, executive director
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