November 25, 2005

OAKLAND, CA — More than 2,500
lesbian, gay, bisexual and

(LGBT) =i
Oakland November 16-13 for the annu-
al Creating Confererice.
Creating Change is the largest annual
meeting of the national LGBT commu-
mty’l‘heounfenmcereﬂectsﬂ\ebmadﬂ\
and scope of of the LGBT

commy and
m%?mam

rights activists had the rare
of - ‘eavesdro on a

between Urvashi Vaid and John

D’Emilio, two of the LGBT rights
movement’s thinkers. If
there’s r who knows about cre-
ating change, it's this duo, who co-pre-
sented what they described as an ongo-
cmwmaﬁunm&nkl&-ynuﬁuﬂ-

omsesuﬂfaﬂmes,aﬁweﬁulbwheat
to move forward.

D’Emilio, who t‘e‘aches at the
U of Ilkinois is a
N A 1
the director of the Task Force

Policy Institute, which is celebrating its
lwmmayﬂmymﬂehaswnt

transgender
advocates convened in
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ten or edited more than half a dozen
boaks, including Sexual Politics, Sexual
Communities, Intimate Matters: A History
of Sexuality in America; and Lost Prophet,
an award-winning biography  of

African-American civil rights leader .

Rustin. From 1986 to 2001, Vaid

"worked for the National Gay and
Lesbian Task Force, first as media direc-
tor and then as executive director, and

as director of the Policy Institute.

commentaries, as well as the book,
Virtual
Gay & Lesbian Liberation. In

Vaidbecammﬂw.dimcknofﬁ\e

D/Emilio and Vaid
the work of national organiza-
ﬂomtohtdldpqliﬁmlm

chioved i ik the '
achieved is dnmandmpeu-
ple need to survive.”

Both he and Vaid, however, warned
against the negatives of institutional-
ization and selective visibility. Vaid crit-
icized the tendency of large institutions
hohadfrom&\etopdownraﬂ\erﬂim
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it consists of people.” D’Emilio
up that many of the most visible LGBT
peoplea:ew}ute and that this misrep-
resents the wide diversity of the com-
munity. &
“Until we shift the colors of our visi-
bility,” D/Eniilio said, vmbihty will
remain a doub sword.”
D’Enuhoandedalsodmxssed&ue

de;sexualandeommmom
a r system of inequality that builds
%fgﬁsﬁmfewraﬁ\er&mnﬂtmy
%areupagalmtagbbalsystem
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Task Force

not "done

_ to build power in
people of color communities and with
other social justice issues, including

”C)mpohtmofmcogmhmneedsw
be married to a politics of redistribu-
tion. The progressive movement for
greater justice is the mainstream of the
LGBT movement, not a fringe group
that has co-opted the queer move-

ment,” she said.

Most im D’Emilio and Vaid
encouraged LGBT le to see move-
mﬂbanldingma
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