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Contributing Writer

Secrets Of A Gay Marine Porn
Star: A Memoir by Rich Merritt;
Kensington Books; 468 pages;
$15.00. _
Rich Merritt was born in 1967 in
Greenville, South Carolina. In
1973, his parents enrolled him at
Bob Jones Elementary Schoox, the
educational
“Fortress of |
Fundamentalism.”
Merritt finished Bob
Jones Elementary
and went on to Bob
Jones High School
Jones ;
University but was
expelled before he
got his university
degree. After he got
a degree from
Clemson University,
Merritt joined the
United States
Marine Co:
where he rose to
rank of captain.
Unbeknownst to his
superiors, Captain
Merritt, by this time an active gay
man, supplemented his income for
a while by apﬁarmg in male adult
films under name of “Danny
Orlis” (which Merritt stole from
the hero of a series of Christian
boys’ books). In 1998, Merritt
caused a sensation when he came
out in a New York Times Magazine
cover story about gay Marines.
Even worse (for Merritt), The
Advocate dug up Merritt's porn
past and exposed it. Having left
the Marines (with an honorable
discharge), Merritt’s life took a
wrong turn as he descended into a
tailspin of circuit parties, drugs
and alcohol, only to eventually

recover and a New career as
alawyer — and as the author of his
published memoirs.

Such is the gist of Secrets of a
Marine Porn Star, a memoir by Ri
Merritt. Of course no paragraph
could adequately tell Rich
Merritt’s eventful life story; though

~ Merritt does overdo it a bit by

extending it to almost 500 pages.
But while Merritt's Secrets might
E-\l?t pondemus towards the end, on

whole his is a captivating story.

‘He who began as the Southern

Christian ver-
sion of “the
| best little boy
in the world”
ended up as
every
fundie’s
| nightmare: a
gay man,
who served
in the U.S,
military while
living a life of
drugs, alco-
hiao I ,

promiscuity,
prostitution
and pornog-
raphy. If
this is not
enough to
give Jerry
Falwell a
heart
attack, I
don’t know
what is.
Lesbian and gay activists were
also disappointed by Merritt’s
spotty past. While they were ini-
tially delighted by the revelation
that a decorated captain in the
United States Marine Corps was
seaetly a gay man, they weren’t
too happy they learned that
their model Marine had once

turned tricks or had sex in front of
a camera. That The Advocate made
a big issue out Merritt’s “youthful
indiscretions” is hypocritical, since
The Advocate owes its financial sol-
vency to gay porn and its sub-
sidiaries (e.g. Men magazine).
Merritt didn’t help matters much
by neglecting to tell the Times
reporter about his peccadillos.
More recently, Rich Merritt, Esq.
lost his job in a prestigious Atlanta
law firm, not because he is gay but
because he wrote a book (this one)
that detailed his sordid past.
Merritt survived his Atlanta I3
firm experience, just as hé -
vived every other incident in his
storied past. Merritt spent the last
few months promoting Secrets of a
Gay Marine Porn Star, as well as
maintaining his Web site (richmer-
ritt.com). Though Rich Merritt is
not everyone’s idea of a role
model, his is a story that's worth
reading, if only to keep from mak-
ing some of the mistakes that he
made. Admire him or
Ly not, Merritt can tell a
good story; and Secrets of
| a Gay Marine Porn Star is
the most interesting gay
memoir that I have read
¥ since Alan Helms's Young
Man from the Provinces. Not
yet 40 years of age, Merritt
still has years of experience
and achievements ahead of
him. Perhaps he will write
about them some day.

Out Of The Past: Gay And
Lesbian History From 1869 To
The Present, Revised and
Updated, by Neil Miller; Alyson
Books; 678 pages; $18.95.

In 1976, when the first historical
surveys of  homosexuality
appeared — Gay American History
by Jonathan Ned Katz and Sexual
Variance In Society and History by
Vern L. Bullough — homophile
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