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It the. were left to me whe-
Wﬁ?& or free government,
) free press.”—Jeffersom.
| Member 0!--| }Clnlh! Press Ass'n. |
1622 T%lfnksglvmg 1944
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Our obgervanee ‘of° Thanksgiving this
year MUY Tikenesses with the Pil-
grim’s historic first Thanksgiving. We do
not face the cruditigsjef living experienced
by our fot@fathers, bup we again have been
made to realize, as they did, the dignity and
worth of human existence. Like they did,
we too ard jfagking tremendous sacrifices
for the ideals in which we believe.

It is a sir THanksgiving. There will
be many tables with empty places. There
will be many tables without the accustomed
turkey because turkeys have gone to war
too. But the nation will unite at this sea-
son and voice a prayer for those things we
do have: the safety of the country, the
progress we have made abroad since last
year, and the hope that the empty places
at the table soon will be filled again.

The first Thanksgiving was a triumphal
day for the Pilgrims. They had endured
hunger, diséase; heavy loss of life and the
hazards of a New England winter. As a
second perilous) wisiter approached, they
carried on and gave thanks. May we face
our misfortunes and our gains with the
courage and humble gratefulness so char-
acteristic of those who first set aside a day
for Thanksgiving.
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Buy Christmas Seals

The annual Christmas Seal Sale, spon-
sored by the North Carolina Tuberculosis
'Association, which begins November 27,
deserves the support of everyone. Mrs. J.
- Henry Highsmith, President of the N. C.
Federated Women’s Clubs and one of the
most outstanding women of the state, is the
. chairman this year.

The Christmas season is the only time
'(é the year the tuberculosis association at-
tempts to raise money for work that is car-
. ried on throughout the year. The seal it-
" gelf is beautiful and is a reminder of health
and happiness. Let us remember this as
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hope. There has been and will be no
blackout of Christmas. It must still abide,
shining and glowing.

In our homes we must make ready for
this celebration. It is fitting that we re-
member our friends and loved ones with

gifts of love and devotion, expressing the |

true spirit of the Yuletide. If you are
puzzled over the Christmas, spirit, I would
like to give you a part of an explanation
once written in the New York Sun by
Frank Church, in answer to the inquiry of
Virginia Hanlon, a little girl, who in 1897
wrote, asking, “Please tell me the truth;
is there a Santa Claus?

Church wrote the following:

“He exists as certainly as love and gen-
erosity and devotion exists and you know
that they abound and give your life its
highest beauty and joy.”

These are the things we should remem-
ber in times like the present. :

Thousands of Americans, as well as
others, are now fighting that we may have
“Peace on earth, good will toward men.”
We cannot let them down by failing to ob-
serve Christmas in the proper way.

Last year about this time we received a
letter from a relative 'in service and we
quote parts of it here for we believe it is
typical of many men 'who will not be able
to spend Christmas at home:

“The ocean, some several thousand
miles, and the important job of helping to
defeat Hitler will keep me from coming
home this Christmas. But I'll be thinking
of the family back home . . . the smell of
roast turkey, the spicy taste of fruit cake
and ail the other fixins . . . the exchange
of gifts under the Christmas tree . . . gath-
ering around and singing carols . .
to midnight church services . . . reading all
the greeting cards. I like to think that you
will be carrying on as usual; and the
thought of what I am missing gives me a
double incentive to hurry up and end this
war and get back home to celebrate Christ-
mas. But don’t get out of the habit of
celebrating just because I have a job here,
from which there will be no holiday until
it is finished.”

This year, the same young man wrote
the following:

“As you know, I won't be home for
Christmas this year, either, but we are
nearer to returning than we were last
year. Keep on observing Christmas in the
good old American way and one of these
days, when this job is over, I'll be back,
along with a lot of other Americans to en-
joy it, but first we must make sure of
peace.”

Let’s be generous in our observance of
Christmas. Remember that being .gener-
ous does not mean extravagance; . this,
we should surely guard against in war-
time. But we must remember fhat there
are probably more people who need cheer-
ing up this year than ever before and that
there are practival, useful gifts that bring
good cheer. * Gifts of beauty will add to
the joy of Christmas. And, of course,
there is “the present with a futuve”—war
bonds and stamps.
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The public in general thinks of OPA
chiefly in connection with rationing. The
“P” which stands for price is a vital factor
clerk of the War Price and Rationing Board
has an importaat job in the distributing ef
informgtion as well as checking up on the
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of bronze broad breasted variety.
They reach an early maturity
and are heavier than the average
turkey.

Edwards estimated his profit on
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182 COUNTY MEN ARE
CLASSIFIED BY BOARD

(Contirved trom Page One)
Rose, Walter H. Coulson, Mack
Waddell, Robert J. Joines, Bayse
Raymond W. Hill,

the flock at around $3,000.00 this George E. Carpenter, James D. dents,

year. The total expenses lnamed*mmd,' James R. Caudill, Ches-
in raising them was $4910.00 ¢or A Killon, Ben C. Weaver,
including labor, electricity and|[etcher C. Chappel and Issac R.
feed. The turkeys were fed 1,006 wright,

one hundred pound bags of grain| 4 .. Charlie F. Richard
and mash, 5,200 pounds of grit, James O. Wyatt, Arthur Brown,
300 pounds of tobacco and 300|c. . 0. w. Shepherd, William P.!
pounds of mineral. On the whole, Ba P;ml F A " 3 ")

| FOURTH GRADE:

| Sparta Hi News

| National book week was" ob-

served last week in the elemen-
tary grades with various pro-
grams and projects by the stu-
Thelfourth
grade, under the supervision of
the teacher, Miss Ivazell  Taylor;
organized a “Friday Afternoon,
Club” which gave a program in
their room last Friday. In addi-
tion to this they read and reported
the

Several Tried
Before Wagoner

A number of cases were heard
here last week before Justice of
the peace, B. F. Wagoner.

Buren Evans, of Whitehead, was
fined $10 and cost for public
drunkenness. Dexter Montgomery,
of Sparta, was fined $10 and cost
on a similar charge.

Tried before Mr, Wagoner on
Saturday was Ed Whitaker, who
was charged with operating a

. going |

, on which there is a price | (¢

the dressed turkey cost 16 and
seven-tenths cents per pound
to raise and the ceiling price is
51 cents per pound.

“The turkey'is the most eco-
nomical farm fowl in accordance
with the feed it eats,” Mr, Ed-
wards stated, “and Alleghany
county has the ideal climate for

number of turkeys would be
igrown here. .-

Assisting Mr. Edwesds on his
turkey farm are Mrs. Edwards
and their two sons, Parlén and
!Purn. who are students at Glade
| Valley high school this year.

|
PUBLIC IS URGE»
TO MAIL GIFTS EARLY

| (Continned fromn Page One?
| situation is critical. The 200,000
extra workers whom we normally
Irecruited to handle the swollen
Christmas volumn of mail were
able to work long hours of over-
time and to do heavy work. This
cannot be expected from the wom-
{en and high schol boys and girls
to whom in large part we must
look this year to meet the situa-
tion.

“The way in which everyone re-
sponded to making it possible for

mind that the November Christ-
mas mailing will be equally suec-
cessful, 1 ask for the help of the
press, radio, business ldverﬂ‘;
civic groups and all americans’
making it possible for the Postal
Service to do its work. ‘.
“We wrge everyone to buy now,
mail in November and mark

“Do Net Open Wntil Christmas,”
Mr. Walker declared. 4 Y
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us to handle a volumn of 70,000, |
000 parcels for the armed forces.
overseas leaves no doubt in m+ L.

M. C. Joines, Blake D. Hampton,
John P, Caudill, Eugene C. Pruitt,
Issac H. Higgins, Vance M. Spauld-
ing, Andy C. Holloway, Stewart
8. Lyons, James H. Dowdle, So-
well B. McCann, Wilmer C. Wood-
\ruff, Boyd M. Higgins Edwin Dun-

John J. Caudill, Carl P. Delp,
Liver F. Blackburn, Robert E.
Richardson, Omar L. Edwards,
George W. Woodruff, Cary Brown,
Flake G. Harris, Arthur T. Reeves,
Peter B. Redolfi, Harvey 1. Crouse,
Robert Brinegar, Ivey C. Harrald,

den, Chap Edwards, Claytan H.
Bennett, David R. Phipps, Rich-
ard B. Bumgardner, Richard H.
iCrouse, William H. Dixon, Edward
L. Gentry, Robert L. Halsey, Wal-
ter G. Crouse, Mack F. Chambers,
Cliv Holloway, Reid E. Fender,
Mack C. Edwards, Fred T. Hart,
Robert G. Combs, Charlie W.
Phipps, Kilby, H. Atwood, John
M. Carpenter, Troy Cleary, Henry
J. Johnson, Lonnie R. Richardson,

Charlie H. Gibson, Robert L.
Joines, Roy Bryan. ;

Fred T. Pruitt, Claude E. "ollo-

Carey D. Blevins, John W. War-'

Joe B. Reed, Robert G. Clury.'

{on eighteen books d
five school days of National Book
Week. -

| FIFTH GRADE: Mrs. Verna
| Wagoner, teacher. Each day dur-
ing book week the fifth grade
read and gave oral reports on
iseveral good. books during

FIFTH GRADE: Mrs. A. V.
Choate, teacher. Book week was
observed by this group by mak-
ing & list of new library books
to be secured and by giving a
special program in their home
room. ol

SIXTH GRADE: ‘.I,[,u,‘.Rl.i'th
Choate, teacher. National Book
Week was by Mrs.
Choate's pupils in a chapel pro-
gram, a play, “Magic in the Li-
brary,” including such characters
-as Little Women, Little Black
jSambo, Uncle Remus, Dr. Do Lit-
‘tle, Huck Finn, Tom Sawyer, Red

The pupils read and made re-
ports on all these characters. The
Iboys and girls have read and

ymade written reports on 78 bocks!

thus far this year.

iRiding Hood, Pinocchio, Alice in|
|Wonderland, Robin Hood, The
'Dutch Twins and others with the
Mairy and librarians.

car without license and reckless
'driving. Officers réported that' a
car driven by Whitaker ran into
la car driven by Johnie Spicer on
the Parkway, with Spicer having
only eight feet of the road while
Whitaker had’ eleven, Whitaker

: to_pay the cost

can |
, 'English period. They also ¢ga S _ :
growing it.” He predicted that in! Oscar J. A. Simpson, Robert Gi 'reports on the chapel speakers : m G
the near future a much greateriwﬁ, Odell S. Andrews, Rex G. the week. ’ on t Whit-

{Harless, Dexter W. Montgomery, | I;ker. who was under suspended

sentence and charged with fight-
ing. The case was nol pros. The
case against Charles Whitaker,
.who was on probation, and
charged with fighting was also
nol pros. _
James Whitaker, charged with
Ifighting, was ordered to pay the
cost and Mack Atwood, charged
with fighting, was fined $5.00 and
cost.
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