had.

his ears were clear of the saw's |
close proximity. He heard the shot,
and came lumbering up the bank,
shouting the alarm to the others.
The men came to the shed door,
and saw Will and Seth down In a
locked grip,
hideous. But the muzzle of a heavy
pistol pointed toward them from
the ground, wavering in the tight ]
grip of two opposing hands, and
this was enough to deter the bold-
est for a moment. They dodged
aside, peering cautlously; and by
the uUme they found courage to
draw near, Seth was dead.

CHAPTER I1—His father’s death
brings Will back to the Valley, but
he returns to Augusta, still uncon-
solous of Jenny's womanhood, an
Jove. Nelghbors of the Plerces are
Bart and Amy Carey, brother and
sister. Bart, unmarried and some-
thing of & ne'er-do-well, {s attracted
by Jenny, but the girl repulses him
definitely. Learning that Will is com-
ing home, t

long-empty house “to rights, and
has dinner ready for him. He comes

—bringing his wife, Huldy. The
girl's werld collapses.
CHAPTER [I1.—Huldy, at once

eroeilving Jenny's secret, merciless- |
. her discomfiture. Huldrf

y mocks
soon, becomes the SuRec o though |
Q{ﬁ apparently is blind to the fact. |

But as he Ald so, Will Ferrin |
eame suddenly out from behind one
wideflung door, and leaped on the |
truck's running board, by Seth’s
very elbow. His countenance was
aftrighting. Seth's foot missed the
brake, pressed the throttle instead;
then he found the brake and,
jammed it down. The truck leaped |
ahead, tried to stop, skidded side-
wise; the right rear wheel broke
partly through one wall, the front
mudguard burst into the opposite |
wall.

And Will, In silent, deadly pur-!
pose, caught Seth's throat with both
hands to drag him to the ground.

Seth's hand found the ready pis-
tol; he thumbed the hammer back.

As the weapon came into his sight, |
will released Seth's thfoat with his
left hand and grabbed at Seth's
wrist that held the gun. The two
men were falling together as the
plstol exploded. Will felt the heavy
ball plow Into his leg below the
knee, crashing through the bone
with a shocking impact.

But he did not loose tne grip he

The mill was sixty or seventy |

yards away, and the saw, at the
moment of the shot, was whining
through a log; but Luke Hills was
heyond the mill, by the brook, and |

and Will's leg was

Jenny, exulting, sets his i

| Somebody fetch 'em home.”
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| come this way.

his mind. He thought casually that
Qeth might mean to stop at Bart
| Carey’s.

He was fifteen or twenty minutes
from the house when the right rear
wheel of his wagon dropped off;
and Will, alizhting to investigate,
found that he had lost the nut
which held the wheel in place, He
walked back along the road, search-
ing in the ditch and by the road-
gide for the lost nut; but the weeds
were tall in the ditch, and the nut
escaped his search. In the end, as
the quicker way, Will decided to
cut down through the woods to his
farm, where he could find a spare
] nut among the miscellaneous litter
the table was prepared, and Marm/| of hardware which accumulates in
Plerce met them at the door. every farmer's shed; so he returned

“Fetch him in,” she commanded.| to the wagon and let the horses off
“Who s 1t? Wil Ferrin?" the road to let casual traffic pass

“His leg's shot off,” sald Luke| by, and tied them there. Then he
Hills hoarsely. “Seth shot him;| set out to walk home,
would have killed him, like as not.| It was not far, In a straight line
But Will held on till he choked the| through the woods. Five minutes
life out of Seth.” fast walking brought him into his

“Don't stand there talking " the ypper fleld, with the house in plain
old woman scolded, “Lay him on| gight below. He pald it no partic-
the table here, easy. One of you go| ular heed at first, coming on rap-
over to Bart Carey's house and tel-| idly to do this errand; but as he
ephone for a doctor.” drew pearer, he saw, stopped in the

“we 'lowed you could . . ." road In front of the house, Seth

“Get a doctor, I told you! Jab-| Jumphreys' truck. Seth passing by,
bering llke a pack of crows! Lay| must have alighted for a word with
bim down. Now get out of here, the| Huldy, There was In this nothing
lot of you. Jenny and me, we'lll ynusual, yet Will vaguely resented
tend to him, One of you go tele-| { The inconvenience of the lost
phone, and the rest of you stay put had faintly frayed his temper;
handy, case I need you." the sight of Seth's truck stopped

Yet the matter stayed not long in |

A man departed at a clumsy run,
and Marm Plerce, standing by Will,| Huldy for & long half hour—made |
slitting away his overalls, tugging Will's cheek hot, his pulse fretful. |
at his heavy shoe, asked over her He went on toward the house more
shoulder: “Where's Seth?” swiftly : and across the barnyard to

“He's dead. No help for him," the kitchen door.
Luke Hills told her. The door was closed; and thls

uwell, go stay with him, one of was In some degree surprising, for
you," she directed. “Get along." the day was warm. WIill opened |
And to Jenny: “Shut the door!" ! the door and stepped In, !

So Jenny and Marm Plerce were Nelther Huldy nor Seth was In |
left to tend the hurt man, and/ the kitchen; and when Will saw the |
Marm Pierce as she bared the kitchen empry, he stood rooted in |
wound made little rueful whistling
sounds between her teeth, and Jen- |
ny was cold as stone, all emotions|
in abeyance, standing like lce.

“@Qet water boiling, Jenny,” Marm
Pierce directed. “The doctor'll want
that, certain. And fetch some wa-
ter here till T clean his leg all I
can.” |

Jenny turned to the kitchen,
chunked the fire, pumped water,
put the kettle on the stove; then
she came back to the dining room. gione
She had not spoken. | Before he could come to the door,

Will's eyelids wavered, opened, however, it opened, and Huldy con-
then closed again. He sald weakly: ' gropnted him. She stood, smiling In-
“My team’s tied, up on—ridge road. gojently, as though she were just
awakened from deep sleep.

“You hush up, Wil,” Marm . i
Plerce told him. “You'll need all| lug?‘ Sl ROSESS:S SWCRAL JouiS0.
the strength you've got.” | w "

She loosed the tourniquet a lttle, | hImI. lald down a ‘spell,” she told
til1 blood flowed again, then tight-| “Where's Seth gone to?" he de-

have been longer. Then he called, |
harshly, his wife's name. The:'e]|
was no reply. |

Bevond the kitchen lay the din-
ing room. WIill crossed to the din-
ing room door. The bedroom opened |
off the dining room, In front of the |
house, toward the road. The bed-
room door was closed; but Will
heard movement there, and strode

that way. His cheek was white as

ened it once more. She saw Jenny's _ . 4.4
fearful doubts of this procedure, "Seth:!" Her tone was amused
and sald: | derislve,

“His truck's In the road outside.”
There was a window {n the bed-
room on the side toward the road;l
| ghe turned to look out of this win-
| dow, but without moving. *I don’t

“I dunno, Jenny, 2eems like I've
heard tell you've got to let some|
blood get through, or the leg'll die. |
I guess it's going to have to be cut
off, though. No bone left, only

4
(15 surprised that Seth should have | famous, and she could minister to

the lesser physical ailments which
sometimes attacked them.

When one of these men appeared,
Jenny stayed usually in the back-
ground; but they were a harmless
lot, rough and strong and spending
thelr days in hard physleal toil, yet
toward a woman gentle and shy.
Sometimes she saw one or two of
them slipping through the open land
between the house and the woods
toward the brook, A path from the
mill cut through the woods direct
to Carey's bridge.

“Golng up to sample Bart Carey's
rum,” Marm Plerce guessed with
a grim disapproval. “Jen, you keep
away from them. Stay out of the
woods, down that way. None of
'em to hurt you, less’'n they was
drunk; but I never did belleve In
putting Ildees Into =a man's head.
You stay away.”

She had In fact some reasons for
concern which she did not explaln
to Jen, People were apt to confide
in this wise old woman, and she
heard things Jenny did not hear.
Amy Carey, Bart's sister, came one
afternoon when Jenny had gone to-
ward the brook, so that the old
woman was alone; and Amy was
troubled.

“The mill crew, they’re around
the house all the time" she ex-
plained. "And Bart, he’s had a
couple men staylng there from Au-
gusta, that let on they come to fish;
but they don't bring home any
trout. They go off down the brook
every day, and come back at night,
and no fish to fry. And they never

here—Seth must have been ""“h[come before.”

Her eyes were uneasy. “It's that
woman," she sald, “I've heard 'em
talk abont her. They knowed her
fn Augusta:; and Seth Humphreys,
he did, too. One of 'em sald the
other night that's the only reason
Seth come and put a mill in here;
so's to be handy to her. He was
hot after her, to hear their tell, be-
fore Will come along and marrled
her.”

Marm Pierce sald assentingly: *I

his tracks for an Instant that may | .q gee the Lind she was, first time |

I laid eyes on her.”

“DBart says she ain’t more’n half
decent to Will,” Amy reported. “He
says she's always taking a dig at
him, and him too blind to see. Bart
says he'd like to take a hoop-pole
to her, the way she treats Will. Him
and Will was always friendly.”

The older woman nodded. “WIIl,
he'll go along blind about so long
and then he'll wake up.,” she pre-
dieted. “When he does, the fur's
bound to fly. The Ferrins was al-
ways slow to get mad, but it ain't
safe to face 'em when they got
their dander up. Man or woman,
it ain't wise to make too big a fool
of WilL"

“Bart says he acts like she was

made of gold and cream,” Amy con- |

fessed, “She's got WIII walking
tiptoe around the hounse.” She was
a moment silent, shivered faintly,
“The men act funny, after they've
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gtared all around, and Huldy sald
in amused derision:
“Phere’s nobody here only me ™~
“Somebody might come along,”
Jenny protested, her cheek crimson

with shame for the other woman.
“You hadn't ought to lay there like
that. They’ll see you!”

Huldy's dark eyes wldened.
wWhat if they did?" she countered,
smiling.

And Jenny found no answer that
could be uttered calmly. Then
Huldy spoke agaln. “I guess yo're
looking for Will,” she said mock-
ingly, “He's in the upper field.”

Deep color stained Jenny's cheek
and brow, and drained away and
left her white and still. She shook
her head, “No,” she said, huskily,
“No!”

“You've trailed around-after him
a-plenty,” Huldy insisted, In com-
placent scorn. “If you wanted him,
why didn't you get him, Jenny?”

Jenny had no weapons adequate
for this encounter; she could not
hope—or wish—to meet the other
woman on even terms. Yet there
lay In her that long devotlon to
Wil which was like a rock of
strength upon which she could
lean; and she found suddenly that
she knew many things she had not
guessed before.

“I'q not waat what xeu want
from a man,” she said steadily.
“Nor bait him the way you do.”

Huldy's eyes narrowead [n dry
anger, “Nor you wouldn't get him,
either,” she retorted.

“But if I did, I'd know how to

keep him,” Jenny countered. “And |

that's one thing you'll never know !”

And she turned on her heel, so
gwiftly that ghe left Huldy In a sort
of frenzy of rage. Jenny, dropping
down the trail to the brook again,
heard the other's harsh, sirangling
objurgations hideous in the sunned
beauty of the afternoon; till the

sweet brook song filled her ears, |

drowning ugly sounds.

And from that day Jenny under-
stood Huldy, completely; and with-
out word from Marm Plerce, or
from Amy, or from any other at
all. Yet, she went no more to the
brook, or up the scrambling trail.
Between her and WIll there was a
barrier raised which she
never seek to pass or set aside; and
she accepted this fact, and found a
way to cloak her grief and sorrow.

Only her heart brooded over Will
in an agony of longing to protect

him from the hurt she knew must
some day come,

After that day In June when he
and Huldy returned to the little
house in the Valley, Jenny did not
see Will till October. Ordinarily,
by the third week in October, the
alders and the birch saplings are
stripped; the oaks and bheeches are
losing their topmost leaves. But
this year the first deep frost was
tollowed by no rain nor wind to
tear the bright leaves from their

seen her,” she said. “It scares me, | tenuous hold, till in the last week

"

some . .

Marm Pierce nodded grimly, *I
know,” she agreed. “Talking loud,
and bragging and blowing, and then
a-whispering. But yo're all right,

of October frost gripped the land
again, It settled heavy in the Val-
ley; and when the sun rose, the

leaves were locked In an fcy clasp,
held in place by the very frost that
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