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Each year the poultry industry

in North Carolina is confronted v

with the very vital problem of P

starting and rearing baby chicks i

to the age where they are plac- (
ed in the laying house to replace
those layers which through lack v

of performance or for other rea- s

sons are eliminated from the v

adult flock by culling.
To some poultrymen this is a

routine procedure, and often carriedthrough with merchanical 0

precision and little thought except c

that layers must be replaced by d

younger layers and that a poultry t

\ house must be filled with chick- ^
ens if a successful year is to re- ^
suit. To others, the more thoughtfulmembers of the industry, this £

phase of poultry work is of vital r

importance. The breeding in the c

baby chicks is the basis of future j
performance, and these poultrymenpurchase chicks only after e

the most careful investigation of a

their source. '

"Quality Chicks" t

The term "quality chick" im- f

plies that the chicks are from dis- c

ease-free parents, as far as can

be ascertained; true to the stan- 1
dard for the breed; and of superi- i

or performance. 5
In the use of the term "disease- 3

free," it is implied that the par- <

ents of the chicks have been i

blood-tested and that carriers of 1

pullorum disease have been re- {
moved from the breeding flock. '
While such a test presents certain i
factors or error, it is the best and '

only safeguard that science has *

been able to develop and in North <

Carolina where the test has been '

properly applied by trained work- 4

ers and a program of repeated '

testing carried out as is done by 1

the Department of Agriculture, it ^
has reduced pullorum disease to a

very low per cent. Other factors
which might be reflected in liv- (

ability of chicks and which re- 1
vert back to the parents are low f
vitality of breeders brought about 1

by poor mangement, heavy para- 1
site infestations, and the affection (

of certain members of the breed- 1

ing flock by disease which might i
be classed as constitutional dlse- <

ases. 1
Pure Breeding 1

"True to the standard of the 1
breed," is a designation which
implies pure breeding. Purebred
livestock is a mark of progress
on any farm. Market demands for
chicks .hatching eggs and breedingbirds almost necessitate that
the breeders be true to breed
without disqualifications or outstandingdefects.
"Performance of parents," especiallythe feamle, is of utmost

importance in poultry breeding.
It has been proven that many of
the valuable characteristics as
well as some detrimental factors
are passed from parents to offspringin poultry breeding. Of the
valuable characteristics transmitted,we find (1) intensity and
persistency of lay, which means
laying intensely over a long periodof time which is reflected in
the total annual production of the
ui_J /n\ 1. « a- « *
uuu, (£>) cany sexual maiuray,
which Is that period of time elaps- 1
ing from the time the chick ia 8
hatched until the first egg is laid. '
This factor is important in that
developing pullets must be fed 8
and housed without return until '
they come into lay. Consequently, 1
when careful breeding reduces s
this unproductive span of tlrte, '
the poultryman makes a distinct x

saving. 4
Egg Size >

Those poultrymen marketing 1
eggs on the open market realize 1
the significance of egg size. Gro- 4
ing of eggs is rapidly coming to 8
the front in North Carolina and 4
a marked premium is to be se- 4
cured or a number one egg over J
a number two. 8

Hatchability of fertile eggs 5
means that there is a great prob- 4
ablbility that certain birds lay <3
eggs which do not contain a virile c

reproductive cell. Such eggs show 1

extremely low hatchability and 4
there is reason to believe that this 1
factor is hereditary. '

Early feathering is of extreme 8

importrance to the producer of a
broilers and likewise, in all prob- 4
ability, related to breeding as 13
well as to mangement.
Among some of the undesirable

factors transmitted are broodiness,a condition known as long
winter pause, and probably the
lack of constitutional vigor or the
abilty to live.

Chick Sources
Considering the above brief resume'of what enters quality

chicks, and also the fact that
quality chicks can be obtained
in North Carolina as well as in
other states, is it not wise for
those starting baby chicks to investigatechick sources carefully
before making a purchase? Undoubtedlythis year, as in past
years, baby chicks will be offer-
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d for sale at ridiculously low

irices, and will be sold in large
lumbers, as in the past, to those
leople who falsely believe they
,re effecting an economy in purbasingsuch chicks. If wte stop
o consider the careful managenent,culling and breeding, whicli
mist be practiced if a quality
hick is to be produced, is it reaonableto assume that thhe pro- $2.
lucer and the hatcheryman can g.
10th secure a profit and offer jg
uality chicks for sale at exremelylow prices as are often j,
dvertised ?
The poultry industry will ad- $2,1
ance relative if the breeding Cla

iractices carried out. All counties
n North Carolina have agiculuraladvisers and the poultryman 3.
vho is in doubt as to where to

ecure his baby chckis will do
pic

veil to consult their advisers.

Poultry production is probably
is widely practiced in North Carilinaas any other branch of agriulture.Federal census figures nl-

licate that over 88 per cent, of J
he farms In the state are keepngand producing poultry pro- fC
lucts to a greater or lesser decree.Because of its wide-spread
lature, many people seem to look

in this industry in a matter-of- j^c
act way not realizing that it is jj,
in industry of potential greatness an

md is developing from a farm
lock state to a healthful business
ind far removed from "boom" M
eatures that so often end in jlj
lisaster. X
According to the 1935 U. S. De- X

>artment of Commerce census fig- X
ires, North Carolina leads the X
Jouth Atlantic states with 8,806,- X
,13 chclk«ns over three months X
>f agge on the farm. The state j (
s ideal for poultry production j |
because of climate, soil and the ) j
act that from most sections of j [
:he state it is less than a 24-hour j (
laul to such markets as Wash- j j
ngton, Baltimore, Philadelphia j j
ind New York. This fact offers ) j
ipportunitles for commerical pro- j (
luction, considering the fact that j j
igg producers in California have ) j
'ound it profitable to ship eggs j j
icross the continent to New j j
fork. )(

Paralled Growth j j
The growth of the poultry in- i

lustry in any state should be j j
paralleled or preceded by a like j I
growth of both the hatchery and ) |
:he milling industry. The past j j
:en years has seen a very rapid ) !
levelopment of these two allied i
ndustries in North Carolina. )
Starting in 1931, a State Hatch- i
>ry Association was organized ih ) I
North Carolina with a limited )
lumber of members interested in ) I
nillorum disease eradication. I
rhis association has grown until I !
it the present time it has over ) !
>0 members and represents well )
>ver 1,500,000 incubator capa- j
:ity. This spring the hatcheries ]
vill incubate eggs from over 1,- j
!00 supply flocks, both the flocks j
md the hatcheries operating un- )
ler the national poultry improve- i
nent plan directed in this state ) [
jy the Department o f Agricul- j j
:ure. ] [
Because of the continued im- ] |

movement in breeding programs ) j
n the supply flocks, the quality ) j
>f the North Carolina chick is j j
jecoming better each year, and ) j
it the present time, the purchas- j j
ms of baby chicks do not have ) j
;o send great disances to secure j j
{uality chicks. j j

Flock Demonstration* ) j
Record of performance work in j j

he state, started in 1936, now ) (
ias 13 breeders doing officially i I
lupervlsed breeding and trapnest- j I
ng work. ) I
A mounting Interest has been ) I

ihown by poultrymen throughout ) t
he state in the flock demqnstra- ) !
ion record work conducted by the ! I
Jtate College extension service. ) I
this work was started in 1937 1 t
vith 32 flocks consisting of 5,400 J I
tiwio on,« *i.i f

AIIC uuituiac ui uie jfcur s » »

vork was that the birds complet- I I
ng the year laid 136 eggs per !!
)ird with a return of $1.44 per j j>ird over feed cost. This work has
iteadily increased in volume un- j11 in 1936-37, 3,800 flocks con-
aining 70,929 birds completed the !
fear with a performance of 168 ) t
iggs per bird and a return of ) I
11.70 per bird over feed cost. !!
Vhile these birds were without i I
loubt, better bred and more ) I
arefully managed than the 1 I
ank and file of the North Caro- 11
Ina poultry population, the 1936- ! 1
.937 record is impressive in the ) I
act that large numbers are con- j |idered and that this represents
.t least a cross-section of the possi j
lilitles of poultry production unlerNorth Carolina conditions. j j

Members Progressive
In general, the members of the j j

ndustry are progressive. There j j
las been a decided increase in in- J j
erest in better breeding. Breeder
latcheries in the state are receivngmore patronage each year and
he hatcheries, recognizing this
nterest, are giving more attenionto the breeding program^ of
heir supply flocks, some hatchereshaving practicaUy all of the
lupply flocks mated with pedi- ;

freed males or with progeny from
hese. The purchasing of chicks
>n the basis of price alone is an
he decline, all of which speaks
Veil for the building up of the J
ndustry. l£
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