
NR Story Lives Again As Officer Says— 

Hurricanes, No Bluffers 
Editor’s Note—A story 

from Monroe and its recent 
racial strife, written by Alan 
D. Resch of UPI has a dis- 
tinct Columbus and Eruns- 
wick County background. It 
concerns Jerry Helms, who 
was working with another 
Monroe officer when the lat- 
ter received a gunshot wound 
in his leg. 

But, mostly the story is 
about the honeymoon ex- 

perience of Jerry and his 
wife, Connie, during the in- 
vasion of the Brunswick 
County coast by Hurricane 
Hazel on Oct. 15, 1954. 

The News Reporter and 
the State Port Pilot were the 
only newspapers carrying the 
story of the Helms honey- 
mooners floaoting from their 
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Long Beach cottage to safety 
on a mattress, immediately 
after the Hazel "blow.” The 
story was very adeptly writ- 
ten by Carol Lewis, at that 
time woman’s editor of The 
News Reporter and now Mrs. 
Carol Creekmore, correspon- 
dent for the NR from the 
Acme area. 

Connie Hussey Helms is 
the daughter of Mrs. Joe 
Duncan of South Whiteville 
and a graduate of Whiteville 
High School. She is also a 
former queen of the Live 
Oak Festival, once held in 
Southport annually. 

Connie’s husband, Jerry, is 
a native of Monroe and be- 
gan work with the police de- 
partment there in 1955. After 
about 2% years there he re- 
ceived an appointment to a 

postal position in his home- 
town, but, yearning for the 
life of a policeman, returned 
to the department about a 

year ago. 
Jerry and Connie have two 

children, Stephanie Diane, 7, 
(who, incidentally, is named 
cause she was bom at Colum- 
bus County Hospital in White- 
ville on the same date that 
the storm by that name hit 
the area, August 16, 1955), 
and a son, Jerry Clayton, Jr., 
who is 2 years old. 

Here is Alan Resch’s re- 
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Mail-Order Quacks Harvest Death 

A recent article in the American Medical Asso- 
ciation s “TODAY'S HEALTH" told how people 
gamble, not just their money, but their very lives 
when they order medicines and medical devices 
by mail. 

Avoid Mail-Order Quackery 
Postal inspectors say, “Any therapy, device, reme- 

dy, or ‘cure’ sold by mail should be treated with 
suspicion, especially if it makes sweeping claims.” 

United States Postmaster General Said 
“In an era when wonder drugs and great advances 
in surgery have produced medical miracles, it is 
puzzling why so many people pay money for 
frauds. Do not take or use any medicine or health 
device sold by mail without first consulting your 
physician.” 

Ask For Our Professional Opinion 
As your pharmacist, it is our moral, willing and 
legal duty to give you an informed answer to any 
ethical question. We can tell you when it would 
be wiser to depend on a physician, rather than 
on advertising claims. 

Quick Profits Do Not Interest 
Pharmacists 

We depend on your continuous patronage. That 
IS why you are safer when you get all medicines 
and health needs from us. 

HALL'S DRUG STORE 

Prescription Chemists 
Phone RO 2-5265 For Dependable 

Deliveries 

521 CASTLE ST. WILMINGTON 

cent story about the Helms’ 
honeymoon experiences: 

By ALAN D. KLSCH 
United Press International 

MONROE — Policeman Jerry 
Helms admits he was scared when 
confronted with four pistol-pack- 
ing Negroes in the recent Monroe 
race riot. 

But hurricanes really scare 
him more and for good reason. 

Helms and his wife, Connie, 
were honeymooning on Long 
Beach, unaware that mighty Hur- 
ricane Hazel was about to hit 
the Tar Heel coast. 

They were trapped on the is- 
land by the hurricane whipped 
water and floated to safety on a 
mattress. 

The 28-year-old policeman re- 
members well every detail of the 
ordeal he and his wife experienc- 
ed on Oct. 15, 1954. 

“Boy, when you’re scared, you 
can do almost anything,” he re- 

calls looking back on the events 
which occurred when he and his 
wife found themselves trapped on 

Long Beach Island because of 
high water. 

The couple had gone to the 
beach for a quiet honeymoon and 
went roller skating the night be- 
fore the hurricane hit. 

“When we started home, it 
started raining,” he recalls. “I 
have never seen so much' water 
fall.” 

But the couple made it to the 
cottage where they were staying. 

About 4 a. m. on that remem- 
bered day when Hurricane Hazel 
hit, Helms was awakened by, a 
loud noise. ‘‘I ran to the front 
of the house and saw the porch 
furniture being blown’around,” he 
says. "The ocean was already 
coming over the dunes. 

"I ran to the bedroom and told 
my wife to get ready to leave 
for the mainland as quickly as 

possible. We didn’t even take 
time to pack. 

“But we didn’t even get out of 
the driveway before the water 
had us blocked. I remembered 
that we had a jeep nearby and 
thought we could make it out 
across country. The jeep wouldn’t 
start.” 

Realizing that they were going 
to be forced to sit through the 
hurricane, the couple went to a 

: nearby vacant house on high 
ground. But soon the water was 

rising. 
Helms and his wife huddled in 

the hallway of the house and the 
young bridegroom instructed his 
wife to go through a window if 
the house started to collapse. By 
this time the water was at the 
upstairs level on the house. 

Since his wife was a non-swim- 
mer, he gave her a blanket and 
told her to “hold to it. I knew 
that I would be able to keep her 
above water some way.” 

The foundation on one side of 
the house gave way and Helms 
grabbed a chest-of-drawers, push- 
ed it through the window and 
planned to use it as a make-shift 
boat. But. the high wind jerked 
the furniture away from him and 
it floated out of reach. 

“I don’t know why but I grab- 
bed a mattress and threw it out 
the window,” he said. This time 
Connie had time to get on it and 
I jumped into the water and be- 
gan pulling it. 

“I don’t know how long I was 
in the water ... it was hours 
I’m sure. The wind was blowing 
us inland. So, we had nothing to 
do but ride that mattress in.” 

When the water started going 
down, the mattress snapped in a 
tree. And Helms soon was able 
to get his wife off the mattress 
and wade through the water to 
safety. 

Long Beach was virtually level- 
ed by the Hurricane Hazel, one 
of the worst tropical storms ever 
to sweep across the Tar Heel 
coast. 

“It even scares me to think 
about what could have happened,” 
he says. 

“I was able to bluff those men 
into running away,” Helms adds. 
“But a hurricane is no bluff.” 
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Hunting Season Opens Soon 
GET YOUR 
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GUN SHELLS 
Hunting Boots 

Leather & Rubber 

Fishing Is Now At Its Best 
Rods — Reels — Line Tackle 

Netting — Gill and Shrimp. 
Oars Anchors -- Rope Corks Leads 

Fish Kegs and Tubs 

D. C. ANDREWS 
SHALLOTTE, N. C. 
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JUNIORS ENTER—174 third-year students on Monday afternoon became the first junior class 
to enter Campbell college, as the school opened a three-day registration period expected to enroll 
1300. The incoming coeds staged a housewarming for Bryan Memorial Building, apartment-type 
dormitory for 96 women, finished just before scoool opening. 

Return Man To 
Face Trial Here 

The long arm of the Brunswick 
Sheriff’s Department reached up 
into the Piedmont and apprehend- 
ed a Waecamaw Township man, 
sought since early this year on a 

bond-jumping act. 
Eddie Anderson, 30-year-old 

white man, was picked up at 
Thomasville by Davidson County 
authorities who had been alerted 
by Sheriff E. V. Leonard. 

Anderson was arrested on Jan- 
uary 20 of this year by Bruns- 
wick deputies at the site of a 
moonshine still located on Won- 
der Island in the Waecamaw sec- 

tion. Brought to jail, the defend- 
ant posted a bond of $500 to in- 
sure his appearance in court on 
the charges of manufacture and 
possession of non-tax paid whis- 
key, and immediately did a dis- 
appearing act. 

The Brunswick Sheriff Depart- 
ment’s dragnet several times al- 
most had the fugitive within its 

grasp, only to see him slip away. 
Perseverance finally paid off, and 
Leonard said that this time the 
elusive Anderson will be held un- 

der the doubled bond of $1,000. 

Social Security 
Changes Listed 

Widows 62 and over, who are 

collecting social security benefits 
based on their own work, did not 

get increases in their payments 
with the checks delivered to them 
this week, but some of them may 
find that they can get a small 
increase in their monthly pay- 
ments by applying to their social 
security office. 

The 10 per cent increase in 
widow's benefits, signed into law 

by President Kennedy on June 30, 
I is payable only to those widows 
62 and over who are receiving 
benefits based on their husbands 
work under social security. 

Under the social security law, 
a widow 62 or over who has 
worked under social security long 
enough to become insured is 

usually paid retirement benefits 
based on her own record of earn- 

ings. She is paid the widow’s 
benefits based on her husband’s 

earnings only if those widow’s 
benefits would be higher than her 
own retirement benefits. 

Because of the 10 percent in- 
crease in widow’s benefits, a few 
women now find that the widow’s 
benefits based on their husbands’ 
work are somewhat higher than 
their present benefits. 

Any widow who believes that 
she might qualify for higher bene- 
fits because of this change in the 
law can find out for sure by ask- 

ing at her social security office, 

Luther Wilson 

CONWAY, S. C.—Luther Wil- 
son, 86-year-old merchant and 
farmer of the Little River area, 
died Wednesday in a Myrtle 
Beach hospital. He was a mem- 
ber of the Woodmen of the World. 

Final rites will be held Friday 
at 10:30 a. m. at Little River 
Methodist Church by the Rev. 
Charles Kirkley, with burial in 
Little River Cemetery. 

Survivors include four daugh- 
ters, Mrs. S. T. Russ, Myrtle 
Beach, Mrs. Bailey Russ of Shal- 
lotte, N. C.; Mrs. Vance Kinlaw, 
Little River and Mrs. J. W. Har- 
relson, Conway; five grandchild- 
ren and two great-grandchildren. 
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Big Alligator 
Meets His Match 

The old and the new came into 
violent conflict this weekend at 
the intersection of N. C. High- 
way 211 and U. S. Highway 17, 
in Supply, with rather disastrous 
results to the representative of 
the ancient. 

It seems an alligator, measur- 

ing between 6 and 7 feet in 
length, climbed ponderously from 
the Lockwoods Folly swamp about 
midnight on Sunday, and began 
chasing a dog. The dog made 
rapidly for the hausts of men, in 
this base being the much-travel- 
ed intersection named above. 

At that moment there lumber- 
ed into view a huge truck loaded 
with ammunition consigned to 
Sunny Point. The dog beat the 
truck, the truck beat the ’gator, 
results:—a threshing reptile, a 

stopped truck, a small knott of 
men, a relieved dog. 

Some unidentified man driving 
a truck having nothing whatso- 
ever to do with Sunny Point, is 

reported to have fought the alli- 

gator with a shovel, tied it up 
and deposited the angry, hurt and 
bewildered reptile into his truck 
and roared away for unknown 
designation. 

Groceryman Dies 
Here On Sunday 

George Vanton Singletary, 81, 
prominent Whiteville business- 
man, died Sunday afternoon at 
Columbus County Hospital after 
a brief illness. He recently re- 
turned from Duke Hospital, hav- 
ing been in failing health for 

sometime. 
Mr. Singletary was a native o1 

Columbus County, having beer 

born in the New Hope-Antioch 
area. He had resided in Whiteville 
most of his life. 

He was a well-known whole- 
sale groceryman. having founded 
the G. V. Singletary and Sons 
firm. He turned over much of the 
operation of this business to his 
sons sometime ago, due to failing 
health. He had been in the gro- 
cery business for 68 years. He 
was a member of New Hope 
Baptist Church. 

Pinal rites will be held Tues- 
day at 4 p. m. at McKenzie's 
chapel by Dr. R. C. Foster and 
the Rev. Morris Gilliam, with 
burial in Columbus Memorial 
Park 

Active pallbearers will be Clyde 
Blackmon, Malcolm Hasty, Wil- 
ton Thompson, A. J. Worley, and 
Gilbert and Dennis Anderson. 

Mr. Singletary is survived by 
his wife, Mrs. Meakie Hammonds 
Singletary; two sons, John B. and 
J. Howard Singletary, all of 
Whiteville; two sisters, Mrs. P. 
P. Hewett of Houston, Texas and 
Mrs. Troy Thompson of White- 
ville and eight grandchildren. 
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Be Wise! Advertise! 

Distributed In This Area By 
Electric Bottling 

Co., Inc. 
WILMINGTON, N. C. 

KIMBALL'S 
Fine Furniture—Maytag & Frigidare Appliances 

Phone PL 4-6998 Shallotte, N. C. 
HUBERT BELLAMY, Prop. 

BOILING SPRING LAKES 
A DIVISION OF REEVES BROADCASTING & DEVELOPMENT CORP 

____1 •'X ... 

I 

LOTS 70' X 150' ONLY $495* 
$5.00 DOWN $5.00 MONTHLY 

Clip and send this coupon for free information, t 

BOILING SPRING LAKES 
SOUTHPORT 
NORTH CAROLINA j 

NAME _ | 
ADDRESS _ I 
CITY_ STATE_I 

DRIVE OUT THIS WEEK AND TAKE A 
LOOK AT THE MANY NEW IMPROVE- 
MENTS. SEE A CITY DEVELOP FROM 

ITS VERY BEGINNING! 

NOW! A NEW WORLD OF WORTH! 
NEW FROM DIESEL TO DAZZLE! 

j 

IOBMASIER 
3 TRUCKS! 

WUU NEW 

High Torque Power 

Here they are—handsome, functional 
*62 Chevrolet trucks powered to work 
harder in every weight class. Hefty new 

V8's with the highest torque in Chev- 
rolet history. New diesel brawn for 
medium-duty models. And new power 
to pick from in light-duty models. 

There's a wider choice of power, a 

wider choice of torque, across the 
board. For heavies, there’s the new 

High Torque 409 V8*, with 16!4 percent 
more torque than ever before available 
from Chevrolet Big news in the middle- 
weight class is the new Chevy-GM 4-53 
DieseL It's compact, rugged, high in 
torque, and backed by years of GM 
Diesel experience. In the light-duty 
lineup, the High Torque 261 Six* adds 
new sock, new savings in extra-tough 
applications. You can pick from nine 
tarin'-to-work, ready-to-save engines. 

Handsome new work-styfing includes 
forward-sloping hoods that allow drivers 
to see as much as 10V4 feet more of the 
road directly ahead. Chevrolet’s famous 
Independent Front Suspension gives 
you a smoother riding, easier working, 
longer lasting truck. New heavier duty, 
smoother hypoid rear axles for middle- 
weights. Rugged new I-beam front 
axles* of 9,000- or 11,000-lb. capacity 
are available on Series 80 heavyweights. 
Mufflers are longer lived on all models. 

YouU find a total of 198 models in the 
new ’62 Chevy line—including three 
work-proved, versatile Corvair 95’s. 
Every model is built to out-haul, out- 
last and out-value any other truck at 
anywhere near the price. See your 
Cbeutoiei dealer! "Optional at extra cost 

CHEVROLET 

New SERIES 60 DIESEL 
Diesel savings and sure 
Chevy durability. 

Mew FLEETSIDE PICKUP. 
Most modern version of Amer- 
ica's most popular pickup. 

-M;- pj;, ,}]Zm 
See yowr local authorized Chevrolet dealer 

ELMORE MOTOR COMPANY 
Phone CL 3-6406 BOLIVIA, N. C. 


